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Introduction

The subject of the gas chambers of Auschwitz, after a very troubled genesis
and development, which in the years 1942-1944 saw the creation and propaga-
tion of the most-absurd stories by the various resistance groups inside the
Auschwitz Camp, was revised by the Soviets in February-March 1945, and re-
ceived its first official sanction of historical “truth” in their “Communiqué of
the Extraordinary State Commission for the Investigation and Research of the
Crimes of the German-Fascist Invaders and their Accomplices,” which was
published by Pravda on May 7, 1945. Later accepted by the Nuremberg Inter-
national Military Tribunal (IMT) as Document 008-USSR, it constituted the
archetype of all subsequent historiography.! The story of the alleged extermi-
nation by gassing was based on the interrogations of two self-styled members
of the Sonderkommando, Henryk Tauber and Szlama Dragon, whose state-
ments were also summarized in this presentation:

“Two former prisoners who were interrogated as witnesses, SHYLOMA
DRAGON (a resident of the small town of Zitovnin of Warsaw Province) and
GENRICH TAUBER (from the town of Krzanow in Poland), who worked in a
Sonderkommando operating the gas chambers and crematoria, testified as fol-
lows: ” (IMT, Vol. 39, pp. 241-261, here p. 245)

Dragon had been interrogated on February 26, 1945, Tauber the next day.
With regard to the alleged exterminations these two witnesses — and to a lesser
degree also Henryk Mandelbaum and Stanistaw Jankowski, whom | have dealt
with (together with other witnesses of the Sonderkommando) in another study
(Mattogno 2021a) — were the two most important witnesses at the trial held in
Warsaw by the Polish authorities from 11 to 19 March 1947 against Rudolf
Hoss, the former commandant of the Auschwitz Camp. However, for un-
known reasons, neither of them participated directly in the trial, nor did they

1 See Mattogno 2021, Part 2 and Chapter 1 of Part 3, pp. 105-305.
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appear at the subsequent trial against the Auschwitz camp garrison, which
took place in Krakow from 25 November to 16 December 1947. Tauber’s tes-
timony, which was attached to the records of the Hoss Trial, was the protocol
of a deposition he had given to the Polish investigating judge Jan Sehn during
the interrogation of 24 May 1945. Dragon had been interviewed by the same
judge even earlier, on 10-11 May 1945.

These two testimonies constituted the essential basis of the judicial recon-
struction of the alleged extermination process carried out by the IMT, were al-
so used by the emerging Polish historiography for its historical reconstruction:
Tauber thus became the most-important guarantor of the claimed homicidal
gassings in the Auschwitz crematoria, while Dragon assumed the same role
for the imaginary “bunkers” of Birkenau.

After his extradition to Poland on 25 May 1946, Hoss began to be extreme-
ly “cooperative” with the local authorities, reworking most of the ramblings
he had previously uttered to the British and American investigators, and
adapting them to the “historical” perspective of his new jail masters (see Mat-
togno 2020a for details). But while Hoss’s testimony became accessible to
Western historiography as early as 1958 (Broszat 1958; English: Hoss 1959),
Tauber’s was ignored for another three decades, until Jean-Claude Pressac re-
discovered it in the proceedings of the Hoss Trial and published it in 1989. In
his ponderous work on Auschwitz, the French historian presented a complete
English translation, accompanied by an accurate commentary (Pressac 1989,
pp. 481-502). The translation, while not perfect, came from Pressac’s adapta-
tion of two French translations made for him, one by Dorota Ryszka, the other
by Adam Rutkowski (ibid., p. 481).

Dragon’s testimony became known in its entirety only in 1993, when it ap-
peared in German translation in a book by the Auschwitz Museum’s chief his-
torian Franciszek Piper (Piper 1993, pp. 203-225).

Also in 1993, Szlama Dragon, who then called himself Shlomo, and his
brother Abraham were interviewed by Israeli historian Gideon Greif (Greif
2005, 122-180). Abraham claimed that he, too, had been assigned to the Son-
derkommando of the “bunkers.” But with regard to Auschwitz, Szlama men-
tioned him only twice in passing in his Polish testimony (pp. 2, 13). Greif ex-
pressed his admiration for the prodigious memory of the two brothers, whom
he interviewed 48 years after the claimed events (ibid., p. 124):

“Both brothers have amazing powers of recall.”

But twenty-one years earlier, on 2 March 1972 during the 26th Session of the
Austrian trial against the architects Walter Dejaco and Fritz Ertl in Vienna,
Szlama Dragon, after having confused Crematorium | with “Bunker 2” (1) the
day before, was forced to confess (Pressac 1989, p. 172):

“I can’t remember today after 30 years...”
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Therefore, in 1993, Szlama miraculously remembered perfectly what he could
no longer remember in 1972! This is a specific reason for not considering
these testimonies in detail, in addition to the general reason that very late tes-
timonies (in this case dating back forty years after the alleged events) are nec-
essarily influenced by too many external factors, which alter the genuine
memories, if they exist in the first place.

Pressac’s assessment influenced all subsequent orthodox historiography,
which hastened to dust off Tauber’s testimony. In 1995, Franciszek Piper, at
that time director of the Auschwitz Museum’s historical department, repro-
duced it in the original language in the Museum’s five-volume history of the
camp (Dtugoborski/Piper 1995, Vol. 1l, pp. 189-208), which was later trans-
lated into German and English (idem 1999, 2000).

Robert Jan van Pelt took it in 1999 as the historical-technical basis of the
alleged homicidal gassings and cremations in his expert report on Auschwitz
for the libel trial of British historian David Irving against US-American schol-
ar of Jewish religion Deborah Lipstadt (11 January to 11 April 2000). This re-
port, which is known as “The Pelt Report,” was later released as a book in a
revised and expanded edition. When assessing Tauber’s testimony, van Pelt
went far beyond the limits Pressac had set for himself, writing in that book in
open contradiction to revisionist historians (van Pelt 2002, p. 193):

“All of Tauber’s testimony up to this point can be confirmed in the blueprints
or by means of other documents in the archive of the Auschwitz Central Con-
struction Office. Only the division of the gas chamber of Crematorium 2 into
two spaces cannot be traced in the archives. Negationists use this to refute the
validity of the whole of Tauber’s testimony. ”

There is no need to point out that no revisionist researcher has ever dreamed
of refuting the entire testimony in question on the basis of this detail alone.
This is therefore a pathetic lie. Van Pelt continues (ibid., p. 205):

“Given [Enrique Aynat] Eknes’s difficulty in discrediting Tauber’s testimony,
it is not surprising that negationists preferred to bury it in silence. Yet we do
well to attach the highest evidentiary value to it, not only because of its inter-
nal consistency. Tauber’s statements were largely corroborated by the con-
temporary testimonies of Jankowski and Dragon and by the later memoirs of
Filip Mdiller. ” (Emphasis added)
And finally, here is how van Pelt summarizes his assessment of the testimony
in question (ibid., p. 204):
“Tauber ’s statement was extremely specific, it did not contain contradictions,

and it did not contain improbable allegations. In fact, negationists have not
been able to discredit him as a witness. ” (Emphasis added)

Regarding Dragon, he wrote (ibid., p. 188):
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“Dragon was precise and reliable when he talked about what he had wit-
nessed in person, and none of the details he told were part of the Soviet re-
port.” (Emphasis added)

The last part of this statement is clearly wrong, since the Soviets summarized
“Shyloma Dragon’s” statements in the report in question (the Communiqué
mentioned above).

These utterances of van Pelt perfectly characterize their author, who is
completely devoid of any critical sense and hopelessly afflicted by a stagger-
ing credulity, as | have amply demonstrated in a separate study (Mattogno
2020). The fact that van Pelt, who posed as an “expert” on Auschwitz during
the Irving vs. Lipstadt Trial, completely ignored the Soviet interrogations of
Tauber and Dragon is undermining his credibility even more.

The present study constitutes the revisionist response to van Pelt’s claims.
It is so little “negationistic” of truth and facts that it brings into the historio-
graphical debate two important documents hitherto not only unpublished, but
— because of their very content — actually completely unknown even to
Auschwitz specialists: The first statements ever made by Tauber and Dragon.

Although Tauber and Dragon are universally considered by orthodox Hol-
ocaust historians to be witnesses of extraordinary importance, none of them,
starting with Jean-Claude Pressac, Robert Jan van Pelt and Franciszek Piper,
ever bothered to obtain their first testimonies, whose existence was known
since 1945, since they were explicitly mentioned in the report of the Soviet
Commission of Inquiry on Auschwitz, as | mentioned earlier. After the open-
ing of the Soviet archives, the retrieval of these testimonies (and of others,
such as Mandelbaum’s) was within the reach of any willing researcher and, in
fact, Jurgen Graf and | found them in Moscow about 25 years ago without too
much difficulty.? These testimonies are therefore presented here for the first
time in a Western language.

There is also another brief, practically unknown testimony by Tauber,
which he gave in 1945 to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow, the
precise date of which is not indicated (Tauber 1945).

This study is devoted to an examination of the testimonies of Henryk
Tauber and Szlama Dragon mentioned above. In Part One I, present the Eng-
lish translation; in Part Two, | present a critical historical-technical analysis of
the testimonies in order to establish whether they really have a “very high
probative value,” and how we are to assess the judgments expressed in this re-
gard by Pressac and van Pelt.

2 The only exception, but always too late, is Russian historian Pavel Polyan, who recently published
a transcript of the two statements’ original texts (Dragon: Polyan. pp. 590-600; Tauber: ibid., pp.
605-613). Polyan’s merits in this context are purely editorial in nature, because he insists on the
veracity of these witness accounts with obtuse credulity.
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Striving for completeness, | pick up what | already stated in my “Critical
Analysis of Henryk Tauber’s Testimonies” published in another study (Mat-
togno 2019, pp. 331-375), and | will elaborate on this in more detail here.

There is also an Italian translation of Tauber’s testimony of 24 May 1945
(Saletti, pp. 59-82), which, besides being second-hand in nature, is also rid-
dled with so many errors and inaccuracies as to be historiographically unusa-
ble.

In the translations | have tried to maintain, as far as possible, the rough and
repetitive style of the original texts, even if the resulting prose is anything but
polished. This way the reader can get a more-precise idea of Tauber’s and
Dragon’s way of expressing themselves than other translations, which are
more elegant, but at the same time less adherent to the original.

| have added in the text, between square brackets, everything that serves to
better clarify the meaning of certain terms, and the correct spelling where they
are misspelled. In footnotes, | have provided necessary contextual explana-
tions and the translations of the words or expressions mentioned in German.

With this book | add another study to my cycle of critical analysis of the
“eyewitness accounts” of the self-styled members of the Sonderkommando
that | have undertaken over the years and have collected mainly in the works
listed below:

— “La verita sulle camere a gas ”? Anatomia della “testimonianza unica” di

Shlomo Venezia. Effepi, Genoa, 2017:3

— An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Account: The Tall Tales of Dr.

Mengele s Assistant Analyzed. 2nd ed., Castle Hill Publishers, Uckfield,

2020;

— The Making of the Auschwitz Myth: Auschwitz in British Intercepts, Polish

Underground Reports and Postwar Testimonies (1941-1947). 2nd ed., Cas-

tle Hill Publishers, Uckfield, 2021;

— Sonderkommando Auschwitz I: Nine Eyewitness Testimonies Analyzed.

Castle Hill Publishers, Uckfield, 2021
In these works, | have critically examined five general categories of witnesses,
which | enumerate in order of importance:

1) Self-proclaimed eyewitnesses of the Sonderkommando:

André Lettich, Shlomo Venezia, the authors of the clandestine manuscripts
(“Author Unknown,” Chaim Herman, Salmen Gradowski, Leib Langfus, Sal-
men Lewental, Marcel Nadsari [Nadjari]), Szaja Gertner, Polish Anonymous
Witness of 1945, Roman Sompolinski, Charles Sigismund Bendel, Milton
(Meilech) Buki, Miklos Nyiszli, Polish Anonymous Witness of 1946, Arnost

8 The contents of this book will be included in another study on self-proclaimed members of the
Auschwitz Sonderkommando which is currently evolving and will be Volume 46 of the series
Holocaust Handbooks; editor’s note.
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(Ernst, Arnold) Rosin, Filip Muller, Dov Paisikovic, Stanistaw Jankowski,
Henryk Mandelbaum, Ludwik Nagraba, Joshuah Rosenblum, Aaron Pilo, Da-
vid Fliamenbaum, and Samij Karolonsij.

2) Witnesses who worked in the crematoria without being part of the Sonder-
kommando:

Four Hungarian anonymous authors: Protocol No. 90 (23 June 1945); Protocol
No. 151 (27 June 1945); Protocol No. 182 (30 June 1945); Protocol No. 2114
(26 August 1945), and Lieberman (1945).

3) Testimonies of detainees who allegedly escaped gassings:
Abraham Cykert (1945), Regina Bialek (1945), Sofia Litwinska (1945), Bruno
Piazza (1956).

4) Casual witnesses to the gas chambers:

Ada Bimko (1945), Jeannette Kaufmann (1945), Regina Plucer (1945), Her-
mine Kranz (1945), Fritz Putzker (1945), Isaac Egon Ochshorn (1945), Anon-
ymous French Jewish Witness (1946), Helena Bard-Nomberg (1946)

5) Witnesses who received information directly from members of the Sonder-
kommando:

Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba, Sofia Kaufmann Schafranov (1945), Marie
Claude Vaillant-Couturier (1945), Marc Nahon (1945), Chaim Frosch (1945).
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Part One:

The Testimonies

15






C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ 11 17

1. The Witness Henryk Tauber

1.1. Statement to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry (27-28
February 1945)

[p. 1] Witness Interrogation Protocol”

27 February 1945 Operating Army

The deputy military prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Mili-
tary] Justice Pakhomov, questioned the person named below as a witness un-
der Sections 162-168 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Russian So-
cialist Federative Soviet Republic® through the Polish-to-Russian interpreter
Ekaterina Maksimovna Samsonova, a former prisoner.

1. Last name, first name, father’s name — Tauber Genrik [Henryk] Abrakham
[Abraham].

Citizenship — Polish

Ethnicity — Jew

Year and place of birth — 8 July 1917, Kshanov [Kiianos, in Polish:
Chrzanéw], from this same district

5. Social background — lower middle class

6. Degree of Education — 7 grades.

7. Party affiliation — non-partisan
8
9

~own

Family status, family members, and their place of residence — single.
. Place of work and office held —

10. Military rank and from what year in the Red Army —

11. Decorations and honors —

12. Participation in combat, when, where and with what rank —

13. Criminal record — no criminal record

14. Permanent residence and exact address — Kshanov, Trunwaldskaja [Grund-
waldzka] Street 1

The witness, informed of the criminal nature of giving false testimony or re-

fusing to testify under Section 95 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the

Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, stated:

4 We have found the original manuscript of this interrogation, with Henryk Tauber’s signature at
the end of each page (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 13-21), a typewritten transcript with a photograph
of Tauber attached to the first page (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 1-12), and another typewritten tran-
script without photograph (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 28-39; see Documents 1, 1a, 2 and 3). Except
for this detail, the two transcripts, which | quote here, are identical, so | give only the page num-
ber of the typescript.

> The Russian abbreviation is RSFSR.
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[p. 2] I speak Polish well and will give my testimony in Polish.

I was arrested by the Gestapo on 14 October 1942 in the City of Krakow,
where | was in the ghetto. | was arrested because | was Jewish. | was held un-
der arrest by the Gestapo for two months, and | was interned in the Auschwitz
Prisoner Camp on 19 January 1943.

At first, I was housed in a section of the Birkenau Camp, but after three
days | was transferred to a section of the Monowitz Camp.

In Monowitz, one of our transport fell ill with typhus, after which all of us,
1,200 people, were sent back to Birkenau.

On the third day after our return to Birkenau, a German named Groll, Un-
terscharflhrer, Arbeitsdienst — labor service manager — came to us in Block
No. 27 and asked us who could work as painters, carpenters and locksmiths. |
and 19 others declared our profession — I am a locksmith by trade — and all 20
of us were taken to Block 11 of the Auschwitz Camp, the camp prison.

We spent one night in the prison, and in the morning we were all taken to
work in the crematorium. We did not know that we were going to work in the
crematorium. The crematorium was located at the Political Department. The
20 men were all of Jewish nationality. At the crematorium, a total of 33 peo-
ple worked with us, of whom 26 were Jews and 7 were Poles.

At the crematorium there was a Kapo who supervised the cremation work,
a Pole named Metik Morawo [Mieczystaw, aka Mietek Morawa], from Kra-
kow, who was also a prisoner. The highest-ranking German was the head of
the crematorium, Obersturmfiihrer Grabner.

I worked for a month at the crematorium. At the crematorium we cremated
corpses that were brought to us by truck.®

[p. 3] In my presence, live people were neither gassed nor cremated at the
Auschwitz crematorium, but only corpses were cremated. These corpses came
from the camp area; these people had died of natural causes or had been shot
and killed by the Germans.

In the crematorium there were three furnaces with two openings each. Five
bodies were placed in each opening at a time. The process of cremating one
load’ took an hour and a half.

The 20 of us worked at the crematorium as apprentices 12 hours, from 6
a.m. to 6 p.m., and the crematorium generally was in operation almost all day
long. During this period, that is, during operation, 250-300 corpses were cre-
mated per day in the crematorium.

In the crematorium there was a gas chamber, which measured 7 x 15 x 2 m
in height, perhaps even a little larger.® That it was a gas chamber, | learned
from the conversations of the comrades, and [l apprehended it] also because

6  “pa aBTOMammMHax, na avtomashinakh”. In the text, the term “avtomashina” — “automobile,” al-
ways appears, which I translate as “truck” (Russian “gruzovik™).
“oneparuu, operatsii,” operation.

8  The room actually measured 17 m x 4.60 m x 2.86 m.



C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1 19

on the ceiling there were openings [ljuki] with lids through which the gas was
thrown into the chamber, and [because] the doors were hermetic, with peep
holes.

Similar gas chambers | later saw in other crematoria in the camp. There
were cases in which 30-40 people were brought to the crematorium 2-3 times
a week alive; there they were shot by Gestapo members, and we cremated
them. The furnaces of the crematorium had two muffles /retorts/, they were
heated with dry generator gas. The gas generator was located behind the fur-
nace. Each furnace had two gas generators, — one muffle, one gas generator.
Coke was burned in the gas generator. The temperature in the retort reached
1,200-1,500°C.

This crematorium was in operation from the beginning of 1940 to February
1943.

The ashes from the furnaces were taken away by trucks, but | do not know
where. At the crematorium, the corpses were cremated without clothes. | don’t
know where they were stripped. The corpses were lean — mere skin and bones.
These people had all been tormented by the Germans, at work, at roll call, dur-
ing inspections, etc.

[p. 4] During the work, we were severely tormented; in March [1943], only
9 were left of us 20 people, the rest had been exterminated — slain, shot and
cremated. Also in March, we were all assigned to work in the Birkenau Camp
crematorium. This crematorium was numbered No. 2, and at that time had just
been completed. This crematorium was located on the left side of the railway.
From 15 March 1943 on, transports of people began to arrive, whole groups of
people, they began to be taken to the crematorium, gassed and cremated. Until
15 March, we heated the furnaces, or rather we dried them. From 15 March
1943 onward, transports of people — entire convoys — began to appear [and the
Germans] began to take them for the most part to the crematorium, to gas
them and to cremate them. The first transport that arrived at the crematorium
contained 4,000 people, sent from the Krakow City Ghetto. They were all
gassed at the same time and cremated. There were mothers with children, old
men and women. In the crematorium, there were two large underground
rooms, one of which, larger, served as an undressing room, the other, smaller,
for poisoning with gas. At the entrance of the crematorium, it was written at
the top in all languages “Disinfection room and bathroom”. In the gassing
hall, 4,000 people were gassed at a time. People arrived at the crematorium
dressed and carrying small bundles of their belongings. All other things were
taken away from them on the ramp, where the human transports were unload-
ed.

In the changing room, there were numbers, people undressed, hung up their
clothes, and went through a door along a corridor into the gas chamber. There
were installations there like in shower rooms, i.e., there were shower heads
overhead. When the gas chamber was full of people, the door was sealed, and
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all the people were gassed. The gas was thrown in through four openings that
were in the ceiling. People would die in 20-30 minutes, and we would cremate
them.

[p. 5] In the gas chamber there were two fans, one suction, the other pres-
sure. We took people away for cremation after the ventilation of the gas
chamber. We entered the gas chamber wearing gas masks. After the gassing,
people appeared in various ways, i.e., in various distorted poses, with distorted
faces, clinging to one other, mothers to children, etc.

Zyklon gas was diffused into the gas chamber through wire-mesh columns
that formed a square channel with double mesh layers. There were five triple-
muffle furnaces in this crematorium. Four to five corpses were introduced into
each muffle. The corpses burned within 20-25 minutes. This crematorium was
in operation from March 1943 until October 1944, that is, one year and eight
months. After the gassing, people were taken by elevator to a special room, a
room on the second floor [sic]; gold earrings, watches and rings were removed
from the people and golden teeth pulled. All this was put in separate boxes,
and the people were transported on carts to the furnaces, where they were in-
troduced and cremated.

Before being put on the elevator, the women had their hair cut, which was
taken to a special warehouse. When people entered the room that was the un-
dressing room, they found many SS men with dogs and truncheons; if some-
one resisted or did not want to enter the gas chamber, they forced them to en-
ter with the dogs, beat them with sticks, sprayed them with jets of water.

A total of 70 inmates worked in the crematorium, in the so-called Sonder-
kommando. There were up to 7 SS men guarding us and keeping order. In the
crematorium there were 4 doctors, who were also inmates. They dissected the
bodies of the dead, etc., but [p. 6] not the gassed people, and kept a kind of
accounting. All Sonderkommando personnel lived at the camp, in Block 2. If
there were transports, the crematoria operated twenty-four hours a day. People
were mercilessly exterminated by the thousands. On average, 3,000 people a
day were exterminated.

In the spring of 1943, three more crematoria were built, which also began
to exterminate people by gassing and cremation. Next to Crematorium No. 2,
Crematorium No. 3, of exactly the same type and capacity as Crematorium
No. 2, began to operate. Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 followed; they were of a dif-
ferent type. In each crematorium, there was an 8-muffle furnace. 4-5 persons
were introduced into each muffle. The duration of cremation was 35 minutes.
One furnace cremated 1,200-1,500 people per day. In the summer of 1944,
many people were exterminated; 4 crematoria and 4 big pyres [koctpa, kostra]
were in operation for the extermination; French resistance fighters and Hun-
garians were exterminated. | worked all the time in the Sonderkommando, and
had to work in all crematoria and at the pyres, so | know everything in detail.
In all crematoria, there were gas generators which operated with coke.
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Question: How were the gas chambers set up in Crematoria 4 and 5, and
how did the Germans poison people there?

Answer: Crematoria 4 and 5 had an annex about 20 meters long. Inside, the
construction was divided into three parts, each of which was a gas chamber. In
order to pour the “Zyklon” into the chamber, there were hatches with grates®
in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be closed
hermetically with shutters. In each gas chamber, there were two hermetically
closable doors. The rooms of the gas chambers were connected by a corridor
to the dressing room, which had an area equal to that of the [p. 7] three gas
chambers together.

Depending on the number of people arriving, the Germans poisoned them
concurrently in one, two or three chambers.

The process of poisoning people took place in a similar way to that which
the fascists used in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3. The differ-
ence was that “Zyklon” was poured by the SS through the aforementioned
openings, which were made in the walls, not in the roof, as in Crematoria Nos.
2 and 3. Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there
was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was carried out
by opening doors and small windows. After poisoning, the corpses were taken
away in two directions: either they were deposited in the undressing room, or
— as was done for some time in Crematorium 5 — they were taken through the
outer door into the crematorium courtyard, where they were cremated on
pyres.

If a new group of people arrived when the undressing room was full of
corpses, and if at that time another group of people arrived at the crematorium,
they were undressed in the courtyard, and were then poisoned according to the
usual procedure in the gas chambers.

Question: Tell us when Crematorium 1 ceased its activity.

Answer: The Germans closed Crematorium 1 in March 1943 and stopped
cremating people there.

Question: How long did each of the Crematoria 3, 4 and 5 operate?

Answer: Crematorium 3 started operating in April 1943 and remained in
operation until October 1944. In November, the Germans started to demolish
it, I do not know for what reason. Crematorium 4 was put into operation at the
end of March 1943 and remained active until and including August 1944; part
of it burned down at the beginning of October, and in October it began to be
demolished.

[p. 8] Crematorium 5 went into operation in May 1943 and operated until
20 January 1945.

The questioning was suspended until the following day.

®  “moxu ¢ peme[é]rkamu,” “lyuki s reshyotkami,” grated/barred hatches.
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The testimony was transcribed correctly, it was read to me and in confir-
mation of this I signed it — Signature.

The interrogation was conducted by:

The Deputy Military Prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of
[Military] Justice Pakhomov.

Continuation of the interrogation of Tauber Genrik Abrakham (Henryk

Abraham).

28 February 1945.
The witness, who had been informed of the criminal nature of false testimony,
testified:

Question: Say when the Germans stopped poisoning people with gas in the
gas chambers at Birkenau.

Answer: At the end of October 1944. In Crematorium 5, they cremated
people until 20 January 1945. People who had been tormented and shot by the
Germans were cremated there.

Question: How many workers were there in the crematoria, how were they
divided according to tasks, and what shifts did they work in the crematoria?

Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, 60 camp inmates who had be-
come part of the so-called Sonderkommando — special squad — normally
worked in one shift. One shift worked 12 hours. Two shifts were in operation
over a 24-hour period. These 60 persons in Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were dis-
tributed according to specialization as follows:

[p. 9] 1. Collection of items left in the undressing room, loading 15 men
on trucks, cleaning the premises
2. Removing bodies from the chamber and transport to elevator 15 men
3. Placement of the bodies in the elevator 2 men
4. Barbers — shearing of female corpses 4 men
5. Dentists — extraction of gold teeth from corpses 2 men
6. Operating the gas generators 2 men
7. Operating the corpse elevator 2 men
8. Removing corpses from the elevator 2 men
9. Transport of the corpses to the furnaces retorts [muffles] 2 men
10. Introducing corpses into retorts (2 groups of 5 men) 10 men
11. Assistants of the supervisor 4 men
60 men

In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, 30 men worked in one shift. In all four cremato-
ria, there were also three goldsmiths who melted down the gold teeth extracted
from the corpses.

Question: How many men were in the Sonderkommando in all crematoria
at different times in 1943?

Answer: In March-April 1943, there were 400 men in the Sonderkomman-
do; they were distributed among the crematoria as follows: 240 men worked
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in Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3. 120 men in Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5:'° in addi-
tion, there were 40 men who were sick or were assigned to various tasks. The
numerical strength of the Sonderkommando changed all the time, because the
Germans systematically killed a part of the workers, mainly by burning [sic],
and replaced them with others.

[p. 10] In May 1944, the number of Sonderkommando workers was in-
creased by the Germans to 1,000, because then they began to cremate the
corpses on pyres at Crematorium 5. The Separate Gas Chamber No. 2! was
restored and put into operation, and the chambers'? next to it.

The above-mentioned 1,000 men of the Sonderkommando were assigned to
work from May onwards as follows:

Crematorium 2: 120 men, 60 men each shift

Crematorium 3: 120 men

Crematorium 4: 60 men

Crematorium 5: 300 men

Separate Gas Chamber No. 2*2 and pyres next to it: 300 men.

Question: Apart from the above-mentioned crematoria and pyres, did the
Germans exterminate people in any other way?

Answer: In addition to the crematoria, the Germans built separate gas
chambers Nos. 1 and 2 in Birkenau and pyres next to them,** where they ex-
terminated people. | do not know when they began to operate, but | do know
that the Germans stopped exterminating people there in April 1943.

From May to October 1944 inclusive, Gas Chamber No. 2 and the pyres
next to it worked intensively, and also the pyres next to Crematorium 5.

Question: How many hours per day did the crematoria and the pyres oper-
ate?

Answer: Crematoria Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 and the cremation pyres and gas
chambers operated twenty-four hours a day. In Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, the
cremation of corpses in the furnaces was carried out during the entire day, ex-
cept for a break to remove the slag, but for at least 21 hours.

Question: Tell how the Germans exterminated the Sonderkommandos, or if
they did not exterminate them.

Answer: The Germans exterminated a large part of the Sonderkommandos
by cremation in the crematoria, by [p. 11] beating them and by setting the
dogs on them. But sometimes they suddenly withdrew several hundred men
and sent them away. In August 1944, the Germans exterminated 200 men in

10 In the text erroneously “4”.

1 “razosas kamepa N° 2,” “gazovaya kamera n. 2,” the so-called “Bunker 2”.

12 «Kameri”: transcription error for “kostri,” “pyres”.

18 “ormenpHas razoas kamepa N° 2,” “otdel ‘naya gazovaya kamera N. 2,” “separate gas chamber No. 2”.
“ormenbHbIe ra3oBbie kKamepbl N° 1 1 N° 2 u kocTphl npu HEX,” “otdel ‘nye gazovye kamery n. 1 i
n. 2 i kostry pri nikh,” “separate gas chambers Nos. 1 and No. 2 and their pyres”.
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one fell swoop. They were all killed in the Auschwitz 1 Camp, in a disinfec-
tion chamber. In place of those exterminated, the Germans put others.

I know of one case where 200 men of the Sonderkommando were separated
out and burned in Lublin-Majdanek. | was able to safe myself because | es-
caped from the transport during the evacuation. | cannot say anything more in
this regard.

My statements were transcribed accurately and read to me.

* k%

The Deputy Military Prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of
[Military] Justice Pakhomov.

* * %

I, Tauber Genryk Abrakhom [sic] declare moreover:

The pyres for cremating corpses were arranged in pits, at the bottom of
which a channel for air supply had been dug along the entire length of the ex-
cavation. From this channel, there was a branch to a pit 2 x 2 x 4 meters deep.
During the cremation of the corpses on the pyres, the fat dripped into this pit:
with this fat the corpses on the pyres were sprayed so that they burned better.
At first, wood was put in the pit, then 400 corpses, alternated with branches,
were sprinkled with gasoline, and the fire was started. Then the remaining
corpses from the gas chambers were thrown in, and from time to time the fat
from the corpses was poured in.

They were cremated on a pyre for about 48 hours. If the Germans had [p.
12] poisoned a larger number of people, and it was impossible to cremate
them on one pyre, they had subsequent pyres set up.

Accurately transcribed. It has been read to me — Signature

The military deputy prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Mil-
itary] Justice Pakhomov

In witness: The military deputy prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front,
Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov.

1.2. Statement to Investigating Judge Jan Sehn (24 May 1945)%

[p. 1/122] Auschwitz, 24 May 1945. Krakow Investigating Judge Jan Sehn, a
member of the Commission of Inquiry into German-Hitlerite Crimes at
Auschwitz, questioned on the initiative, in the presence and with the participa-
tion of Deputy Prosecutor of the Krakow District Court Edward Pechalski,
pursuant to Section 254 in connection with Sections 107, 115 of the [Polish]
Code of Criminal Procedure, the former inmate of the Auschwitz Concentra-
tion Camp No. 90124, who stated the following:

15 AGK, NTN 93 (Héss Trial), Vol. 11, pp. 122-150. In the translation | indicate both the type-
script’s page number and the page number of the court document, See Document 4.
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My name is Henryk Tauber, born on 8 July 1917 in Chrzan6w, son of
Abraham Tauber and Minda née Szajnowic, unmarried, of Jewish religion,
Polish citizenship and nationality, shoemaker by profession,*® domiciled in
Chrzanéw, 1 Grunwaldzka Street, no criminal record.

Until the outbreak of war in 1939, | lived in Chrzanéw with my immediate
family of 12 people. From this family, | and one of my brothers-in-law sur-
vived. So far, | have no news about the fate of one of my brothers who emi-
grated to Russia. As a result of massive relocation and deportation actions, our
family was separated, and | found myself in the Krakow Ghetto. There, | was
arrested in November 1942 and imprisoned in the prison of the Jewish Public
Order Service at 31 Jozefinska Street. On 19 January 1943, | was transferred
to Auschwitz with a transport of 400 Jews from the Krakow Ghetto and 800
Aryans from Montelupi.t” There were about 800 men and 400 women in this
transport. The women were already separated at Auschwitz Station and quar-
tered in the women’s camp at Birkenau; I, on the other hand, went to Block
27, Sector Bib, together with a group of 250 Jewish prisoners and about 550
Aryans. This block was not yet finished; it had no windows, no doors and no
cots. | then went, in that order, to Block 22 [and then to Block] 20 of this same
camp sector; | was for a couple of days in Buna,*® from where | was trans-
ferred back to Birkenau, because typhus had been discovered among the in-
mates of the group to which I belonged, and | was assigned to Block 21 of
Sector Blb.

[p. 2/123] The registration was carried out in the meantime, during which |
presented myself as a qualified locksmith and mechanic. At the beginning of
February 1943, Unterscharfiinrer Groll, Arbeitsdienst’® and Arbeitseinsatz,®
[and] the inmate Mikusz came to [our] block, and they chose qualified inmates
[workers] from among those staying in our block, ostensibly to work in the
workshops of Auschwitz. Twenty young Jews were chosen. We were taken to
Block I1V,? where we underwent a medical examination, and were all found to
be in good health. On the same day, we were taken by truck, escorted by the
SS, to Auschwitz and housed in Bunker [w bunkrze] No. 7 of Block XI1.%2 The
next day, accompanied by a large number of SS men, we were taken to the
bunker, which, as it turned out later, was Crematorium No. 1.2 There we

16 «Cholewkarz”: properly a craftsman who makes the uppers for shoes.

17 Krakow Prison located on the street of the same name.

8 The Monowitz Camp.

19 Labor Service.

20 Labor deployment.

2L The blocks were numbered with Arabic numerals, not with Roman numerals.

22 Basement Cell No. 7 of the bunker (basement prison) of Block 11.

23 The term “Bunker” designated the entire building of Crematorium I in the official language of the
SS. E.g., in the “Construction Report on the Status of the Construction Work for the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp Project” of 31 May 1942, the Crematorium (Building 11) is described as fol-
lows: “installed in the [pre]existing Bunker”. RGVA, 502-1-24, p. 320. For Tauber, the term
“bunker” meant the basement of Block 11 and the morgue of the crematorium.
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found seven Jews, including Jankowski, and three Poles. The Kapo was
Mietek Morawa from Krakow. He was a tall, blond, slender man, judging by
his appearance about 24 years old. One of his brothers was a boxer in Krakow.
| heard that Morawa’s family lived in Debniki.?* At first, while working there
in the first Auschwitz crematorium, he was a very strict Kapo, carrying out to
perfection the work ordered by the Germans. He later moved on to Crematoria
Il and 11 at Birkenau as Oberkapo. There he tried to live in harmony with us,
because there were about 400 of us, we had already worked for a very long
time at the crematoria, we were disillusioned and ready for anything, and
therefore we did not let anyone step on our toes.

On the first day after our arrival at the crematorium, an SS Unterscharfiih-
rer whose name | do not remember gave us a speech. He told us that we
would perform an unpleasant job, but we would nevertheless have to get used
to it, and after a while it would [no longer] present any difficulties for us. He
spoke in Polish. During the whole speech, he did not make a single mention of
the fact that we would be assigned to the cremation of human corpses. He
concluded this speech with the order “Los an die Arbeit,”* and by hitting us
on the head with a whip. In the company of Mietek Morawa, we were pushed
into the bunker [morgue] of Crematorium |, where we saw several hundred
corpses. They were piled one on top of [p. 3/124] the other, dirty, frozen;
many corpses were bloody, with their skulls smashed, others with their stom-
achs open, evidently as a result of an autopsy. These corpses were frozen; we
had to separate them from each other with axes. Pushed and prodded by this
Unterscharfuhrer and by Kapo Morawa, we dragged these corpses to the
hajcownia,”® where there were three furnaces, each of which had two muf-
fles.?” | call muffles, according to the terminology accepted by the Soviet
Commission, the retorts® for the cremation of corpses. In the “heating [fur-
nace] room” we placed the corpses on a cart on rails that ran between the fur-
naces.? From the door leading to the bunker where the corpses were kept [the
morgue], this cart went on a disk® that rotated in all directions, and moved
across to the “heating room” on wider tracks. From these wide tracks, narrow
tracks led to each muffle, on which the cart ran towards the muffle. This cart
moved on four metal wheels. It had a sturdy supporting surface in the shape of
a box. Into this [sort of] box we put stones and iron to weigh it down. The up-
per part of this [sort of] box was a metal stretcher about 2 meters long.3* On

2 A Krakow neighborhood.

5 “Come on, get to work!”.

% A term based on the German “Heizraum” — heating room, furnace room.

27 “Mufle,” from German “Muffel”.

28 «Retorty,” plural of “retorta”: Tauber uses this misnomer, which | will henceforth translate by the
technical term “muffle” (Muffel).

2 This “cart” was called “Sargeinfiihrungswagen ” — coffin-introduction cart.

30 «Szajba,” term based on the German “Drehscheibe” — rotating disk/platform.

31 This device was actual the “Sargeinfiihrungsvorrichtung ” — coffin-introduction device.

N
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this stretcher, we placed five corpses: the first two corpses with their legs fac-
ing the furnace and their bellies up, then two more corpses in the opposite di-
rection, and these corpses also had their bellies up. The fifth corpse was
placed with its legs towards the furnace and its back up. The arms of this fifth
corpse would hang down as if embracing all the corpses lying beneath it.
Since sometimes such a load had a weight greater than that of the cart’s sup-
port surface, we supported the stretcher beam from underneath so that the cart
would not tilt and the corpses would not fall. Once the stretcher was loaded,
we pushed it into the muffle. When the corpses were in the furnace, we would
hold them [inside] by means of a sheet metal box that moved along the
stretcher, and other inmates would pull the cart out from under the corpses.*
A special handle at the end of the stretcher allowed this moving box to be
dragged [back].®® Then we would close the [muffle] doors. In Crematorium I,
as | mentioned earlier, there were three two-muffle furnaces. Each muffle
could cremate five human corpses [at once].

[p. 4/125] So in this crematorium, 30 human corpses could be cremated at
the same time. During the period in which | was serving in this crematorium,
the cremation of such a load lasted one and a half hours. They were in fact
emaciated corpses of people, real skeletons, which burned very slowly. From
subsequent practice and observation of cremations in Crematoria Il and Ill, |
know that corpses of fat people burn considerably faster. The cremation pro-
cess is accelerated by the burning of human fat, which produces additional
heat [ktore wytwarza dodatkowy zar]. All of the furnaces in Crematorium |
were located in a room that was called the “furnace room”. Near the entrance
to this room was a furnace with the gasifier facing the entrance door and with
the muffles facing the room. The [other] two that were further away were ar-
ranged exactly the opposite way, i.e., with the muffles facing the entrance
door and the gasifiers toward the room, and were located at the back of the
room. These furnaces were heated with coke. They were built by the company
“Topf und Séhne” of Erfurt, as indicated by the inscription on the furnace
doors and other metal parts. The cart for transporting the corpses was also
manufactured by this company. Behind the “heating room” was a small coke-
storage room,* next to it a small office,® and further to the right the urn stor-

32 The “box” (“pudto”) was a hollow half-cylinder made of sheet metal (Verschiebewagen, transfer
cart), with the front part open, which slid over the stretcher; when the latter was introduced into
the muffle, the half-cylinder was pushed forward until it enveloped the corpse; Then, using a pok-
er, pressure was applied to the half-cylinder to hold it in place and at the same time the coffin-
introduction cart (Sargeinfiihrungswagen) was pulled back, so that the stretcher slid out under the
corpse, which was placed on the grid of the muffle.

3 Here Tauber is confusingly referring to the large handle that the coffin-introduction cart had at its
rear to maneuver it; as | have already explained, in order to pull the stretcher out of the muffle,
one had to pull back the entire coffin-introduction cart and not just the transfer cart.

3 «“Koksraum” — coke room

35 «Szreibsztuba,” term based on the German “Schreibstube,” the scribe’s office.
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age room® for the human ashes. The entrance door that currently leads to the
room that I called the “furnace room” was not built until later. During the pe-
riod in which | worked at Crematorium I, this door did not exist. At that time,
one entered the furnace room from the corridor to the left of the entrance.
There were two such doors. The first door, on the right side of the corridor,
led to an auxiliary storeroom where the spare grills were located. This is
where the people undressed who arrived in small truck transports and who
were shot in the bunker®” of Crematorium | during the period in which I
worked there. | call the bunker the part of the building in which people were
gassed. Such transports arrived once or twice a week, and consisted of 30-40
people. These people were of all nationalities. During the shootings, we work-
ers of the Sonderkommando were pushed into the coke-storage room. Then we
would find the bodies of the people who had been shot in the bunker. On all
the corpses we saw a [p. 5/126] gunshot wound in the skull /Genickschuss®/.
The shootings were always carried out by the same SS-Mann of the Political
Department in company with another SS-Mann of the same department who
recorded the deaths of those shot. Kapo Morawa was not with us in the coke-
storage room during the shootings. I do not know what he was doing in the
meantime. We used to carry the corpses of those shot from the bunker to the
heating room when the bodies were still warm and dripping with fresh blood.
The second door to the right in the corridor led to a small room in which the
ashes of the corpses were collected. Through this small room, one entered the
bunker proper, which was used during my stay to shoot the victims and previ-
ously to gas people. In December 1942, 400 inmates of the Sonderkommando
were gassed in this bunker. | was told about this by the inmates | found work-
ing in Crematorium No. | when | was assigned to this work. I worked in
Crematorium | from the beginning of February until 4 March 1943, i.e., for
one month. All this time we were kept in the bunker of Block XI. We were 22
Jews, because two Czech dentists from Birkenau were added to our group that
had arrived at the beginning of February. The seven Jewish inmates | found
working in Crematorium No. | were similarly housed in Block XI, but in a dif-
ferent cell. Kapo Morawa and the Poles Jozek and Wacek, who were already
working with him in Crematorium No. I, were housed in Block XV, thus in an
open block. In addition to these two Czech Jews, four Poles were assigned to
our group during this month: Staszek and Wtadek, whose surnames I do not
remember, as well as Wiladystaw Biskup from Krakow and Jan Agrestowski
from the parish of Pas, near Warsaw. | remember their surnames well because
I wrote letters for them in German for their families. These four Poles men-
tioned above were also staying in Block XV. When they left for work, the old

3 «Urnenraum” — urn room.
87 «Leichenhalle” — morgue.
3 «Shot in the nape of the neck”.
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commando® which was employed in Crematorium | was called “Kommando
Krematorium I”. Our group, i.e., the 22 Jews from Block XI and the four
Poles assigned to our group, was called “Kommando Krematorium I1”. We did
not understand the meaning of this at the time.

[p. 6/127] Only later did we convince ourselves that we had been sent to
practice for a month at Crematorium | in order to prepare us for work at
Crematorium I1.

| emphasize that the crematoria and the commandos assigned to their ser-
vice were subordinate to the Political Department. The files of the inmates
who worked in these commandos were located at the Political Department.
The sick were not sent to the hospital, but to a closed block [where] an isolat-
ed hospital room had been set up for them. The block in which we were stay-
ing was isolated, and in Auschwitz we were kept in Block XI, which was
closed. Release from one commando and transfer to another did not depend on
the Arbeitsdienst, but could only take place by order of the Political Depart-
ment. Our doctor was the French Jew Pach. He was a very good specialist, he
treated [also] the SS, and with their protection, he managed to get himself out
of the Sonderkommando block [and to go] to another block. When the Politi-
cal Department learned of this fact, Pach was reassigned to work in our sick
room, although he had been in a free block for a few months. During my work
at Crematorium I, the supervision of our activity was carried out on behalf of
the Political Department by, among others, Untersturmfilhrer Grabner and
Oberscharfiihrer Kwakernak.*® | remember that Kapo Mietek asked Grabner
to assign him a prisoner for work, because one of our group had died. Grabner
replied that he could not give him a “Zugang,” but if he killed four other Jews,
he would give him five “Zugang”** [Zugange]. He also asked Mietek what he
beat the inmates with. Mietek showed him a stick. Grabner then grabbed an
iron grate [sic] and told Mietek that he had to hit the inmates with this. After
the first day of work at Crematorium I, five [inmates] from my group called in
sick and stayed in the block. The next day, as we were pulling the bodies out
of the bunker of Crematorium I, we found their naked bodies with no traces of
gunshot wounds. | suppose they had been killed by an injection. After a month
of work at Crematorium I, only 12 of 22 Jews remained. On 4 March 1943,
my group, together with Wiadystaw Tomiczek from Cieszyn and the four
aforementioned Poles (Biskup and the others), was transferred to [p. 7/128]
Birkenau, where they were housed in Block No. Il, Sector Blb. It was an iso-
lated block. As | later learned, Tomiczek had already worked at the crematori-
um in 1941. He was an old inmate [with a serial number] around 1400. Before
being assigned to our group, which took place in March 1943, he had worked

39 This term is always spelled “komando,” (“Sonderkommando™), plural “komanda”.
40 Walter Konrad Quakernack.
41 <Arrival,” i.e., new inmate.
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for some time at the mill and at the slaughterhouse, where he had been arrest-
ed with a group of 49 other prisoners on charges of conspiratorial activity. The
whole group was imprisoned in Block XI of Auschwitz, and sentenced to
death by the SS Tribunal. Untersturmfuhrer Grabner recognized Tomiczek
shortly before the execution, and assigned him to our group. Tomiczek
worked in Birkenau as Kapo of the Kommando employed in Crematorium II,
and then in Crematorium IV. In August 1943, | believe, Tomiczek was sum-
moned to the Political Department, from where Oberscharfiihrer Kwakernak
brought back his corpse on the same day, which we cremated in Crematorium
V. Tomiczek’s head was enclosed in a sack, but we recognized him anyway,
because his robust build stood out. Kwakernak watched over us until
Tomiczek’s body was placed in the furnace, then he left immediately. We
[then] opened the door of the furnace, took out the corpse, opened the sack,
and from the face we recognized Tomiczek without any uncertainty. He was a
very good man; he behaved decently with us; we had informed him about our
conspiratorial activity.

On 4 March 1943, we were taken under SS escort to the area of Crematori-
um II. There, Kapo August, who had come at this time from Buchenwald
where he had worked in that crematorium,* explained the structure of the
crematorium to us. Crematorium No. Il had below ground an undressing room
/Auskleideraum/ and a bunker, i.e., a gas chamber /Leichenkeller/ [=morgue].
To pass between these two basements, there was a corridor to which a set of
stairs and a sloping trough [slide]* led from the outside to throw down the
corpses brought from the camp to be cremated in the crematorium. From the
undressing room, a door led into this corridor, and from there, through a door
on the right, into the gas chamber. On the side of the entrance [p. 8/129] in the
area of this crematorium, a second staircase led to the corridor. To the left of
this staircase, in the corner, was a small room for hair, glasses and other
things, to the right was a small room in which spare “Zyklon” cans were kept.
In the right corner of the corridor, in the wall opposite the entrance from the
undressing room, there was an elevator to bring up the corpses. From the
courtyard of the crematorium, the entrance to the undressing room was via a
staircase. This staircase was surrounded by an iron barrier [railing]. Above the
door hung a sign with the inscription “Zum Baden und Desinfektion”.** This
inscription was written in several languages. In the undressing room, wooden
benches and numbered wooden clothes hooks were placed along the walls.
There was no window, and the light was always on. The undressing room also
had a water sypply and was equipped with a drain. From the undressing room,

42 August Briick was transferred to Auschwitz from Buchenwald on 5 March 1943. Czech 1990, p.
345,

4 “Koryto,” the same term used by Tauber to refer to the stretcher of the corpse-introduction cart.
The German term was “Rutsche.”

4 “To the bathroom and disinfection.”
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one went into the hallway through a door above which hung the words “Zum
Bade” repeated in various languages. | remember there was also the word
“Bania”.* From this corridor, you went through a door on the right into the
gas chamber. It was a wooden door, made of two layers of short pieces of
boards, similar to the arrangement of a parquet floor; between these [two] lay-
ers there was a mass [of a material] that hermetically sealed the edges of the
door, and the joints of the frame were similarly covered with felt seals. In this
door, at the head height of a man of average stature, was a round glazed little
window. On the other side of the door, i.e., on the side of the gas chamber,
this window was protected by a hemispherical grating. This grating was in-
stalled because it had happened that the people who were in the gas chamber,
before dying, had broken the glass window. Since even the grating did not
prevent this, and similar incidents occurred despite its installation, this win-
dow was then closed with sheet metal or a board. In this connection | would
like to point out that the persons to be gassed who were in the gas chamber of-
ten damaged the electrical cables, tore them out, and damaged the ventilation
system. This door was closed from the corridor side with an iron latch which,
after the door was closed, was tightened for airtight closure by means of spe-
cial keys. The ceiling of the gas chamber rested on [p. 9/130] concrete pillars
in the center of its length. To the left and right of these pillars were four col-
umns. The outer layer of these columns was made of a thick wire mesh? that
went up to the ceiling and outside. Behind this layer was a smaller mesh net-
ting, and within it, a third fine[r]-meshed [net]. In this third netting, there was
a box, by which the powder [proszek],*’ from which the gas had already evap-
orated, was extracted with the help of a wire. There was also an electrical sys-
tem in the gas chamber which ran along both walls of the supporting beam
which rested on the concrete pillars. The ventilation system was installed in
the walls of the gas chamber. From it [the ventilation duct] opened towards
the inside of the [gas] chamber small openings equipped with nets [grates] of
white sheet metal that were placed in the upper part of the side walls and [oth-
er] lower openings protected by a kind of iron muzzle [semi-spherical iron
grate]. The ventilation of the gas chamber was connected to a system of venti-
lation pipes that were located in the undressing room. This ventilation, which
also served the dissection room, was operated by electric motors located in the
attic of the crematorium building. The gas chamber did not possess a water
system. The water tap was located in the corridor, and a rubber hose was used
to rinse the floor of the chamber. At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was di-
vided in two by a masonry wall, so that it was suitable for gassing smaller
transports. In this wall, there was a door similar to the one [that led] from the

4 «Bath,” in Russian.
4 The term used is “krata” — grate, which, however, has the meaning of the later “siatka” — net.
47 The inert carrier material of Zyklon B consisted of gypsum cubes (Erco).
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corridor to the entire chamber. The smaller transports were gassed in the rear
chamber farther away from the entrance to the corridor. Above, both the un-
dressing room and the gas chamber were covered by a concrete slab and were
covered with earth seeded with grass. Above the gas chamber rose four open-
ings like small chimneys, into which the gas was poured. These openings were
closed by concrete lids with two-handed wooden handles.”® Above the un-
dressing room the ground was a little higher than the level of the yard and
completely level. Ventilation pipes fed into the ducts and chimneys that were
located in the part of the building that was above the corridor and undressing
room. | emphasize that at first there were no benches or coat hangers in the
undressing room, and in the gas chamber [there were] no showers. They were
[p. 10/131] installed only in the fall of 1943 in order to disguise the undress-
ing room and the gas chamber by presenting them as a bath and disinfection
[room]. These showers were attached to pieces of wood that had been inserted
into the concrete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose. No water supply
was connected to these showers, so no water ever came out of them.

As | have already mentioned, an elevator, properly a freight elevator, car-
ried the corpses to the ground-floor level. There, a door led from the elevator
to the heating [furnace] room, where the cremation furnaces were located; an-
other door led in the opposite direction to an auxiliary room for the corpses.
There was also a corridor which was accessed by an entrance on the side of
the entrance gate into the crematorium area. From this corridor, through a
door to the right, one entered the dissection room. Between the dissection
room and the auxiliary storage room for cadavers there was a toilet, which
was accessed through a door from the dissection room. From the corridor,
through a door on the left, one entered the heating room from the side of the
cremation furnaces’ gas generators. These furnaces were lined up next to each
other at equal intervals; there were five of them, each fueled by two gas gen-
erators. On the other side, that is, the side where the elevator exit was located,
these furnaces had three muffles. Each muffle could hold five human corpses.
Each muffle could be closed by an iron door marked “Topf”. Underneath each
muffle was the ash box, which could also be closed with an iron door manu-
factured by the same company. Behind the furnaces, on the left side of the ac-
cess to the crematorium courtyard, was the coke-storage room. Going to the
end of the courtyard,* behind the coke-storage room, one came to a small and
narrow corridor from which a door led to a small room for the SS; from it, a
window opened onto the heating room, on the side of the muffles. Another
window opened onto the rear courtyard of the crematorium. Next to this
[small room] was the Kommandofiihrer 's® room with a window facing the

48 That is, with two wooden handles.
4 Recte: of the furnace room.
50 Kapo of the Kommando.
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rear courtyard. Behind this room was a toilet and a small washbasin, and then
the doctors’ room, with a window facing the women’s camp. From this small
corridor, a staircase led to the attic, where there was a room for the people
employed in the [p. 11/132] Sonderkommando. Also in the attic were the elec-
tric motors that ran the elevator and the ventilation. They were serviced by an
inmate mechanic. On the side of the access to the crematorium courtyard, in
the middle [of the wing] of the building that protruded from it at the front,
there was an annex in which the furnace for burning garbage was located. It
was the so-called “Millverbrennung”.® It was a separate furnace [and] one
descended to it via a set of stairs; it was surrounded by an iron railing and
heated with coal. The entrance to the annex of the “Mullverbrennung” was on
the side of the entrance to the crematorium area. This annex, in addition to the
door, had a window on the front side and a window on the right and left of the
entrance. At the corner to the left of the entrance, there was an opening
through which, from an ash box in front of it on the outside of the annex,
things to be burned were thrown into the annex. The furnace for burning these
things was on the left of the entrance to the annex, the hearth for heating the
furnace on the right. I would like to point out that it was in this furnace that
the documents of the Political Department were burned all the time. From
time to time, SS men would bring in whole trucks [loaded] with papers, doc-
uments and files, and these papers would be burned under their supervision.
While burning these papers, | noticed that among them were whole piles of
cards of dead people or “Totenmeldungi”.>> We could not take any of these
papers, because we were burning them under direct and careful supervision of
the SS. Behind the annex of the “Mullverbrennung,” at the back of the crema-
torium, there was a chimney which served all the cremation furnaces and the
“Millverbrennung” furnace. At first, there were three electric motors around
this chimney to strengthen its draft. Because of the heat next to and in the vi-
cinity of the furnace, these motors broke down, and once a fire even broke out,
so they were later dismantled, and the ducts carrying the combustion gases
from the cremation furnaces were connected directly to the chimney. From the
annex of the “Mullverbrennung,” a door led to the part of the building where
the chimney was located. This part was located higher up, and was accessed
via a set of stairs. After the motors had been dismantled, a washbasin was in-
stalled in this part next to the chimney for the [inmates] employed in the Son-
derkommando [p. 12/133], and in the opposite part, the one closest to the un-
dressing room, a room in which Oberkapo August sometimes slept. He stayed
permanently in the Reichsdeutsche block, at first in Sector Blb, then in Sector
Blld. In the attic, above the “Millverbrennung” annex, the victims’ hair clip-

51 “Miillverbrennungsofen” — garbage incineration furnace.
52 «“Totenmeldungen” — death notification
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pings were dried, disentangled and packed in sacks. These bags were then tak-
en away by truck.

As | mentioned above, Crematorium No. Il had five furnaces. Each crema-
torium had three muffles for cremating corpses, and was heated by two coke-
gas generators. The outlets of the fire ducts of these gas generators were locat-
ed above the ash boxes of the two side muffles, so that the flame®® first passed
through the two side muffles, then entered the central muffle, from where the
combustion gases went to the chimney through a duct running below.** The
flue-gas channel started from under the cremation furnaces on the side of the
muffle between the two gas generators. By virtue of this system, the process
of cremation of the corpses in the side muffles and in the central one was dif-
ferent. Muslim corpses, i.e., emaciated and fatless corpses, burned faster in the
lateral muffles and worse in the central one. On the contrary, the corpses of
gassed people who were sent to the gas directly from the transport and there-
fore were not emaciated, burned better in the central muffle. During the cre-
mation of these corpses, we used coke only for the ignition of the furnace. Fat
corpses burned by themselves thanks to the burning of the fat present in the
body. It also happened that, when there was no coke to heat the gas genera-
tors, we placed straw and wood in the ash boxes, which were located under
the muffles, and as soon as the fat of the corpses ignited, the entire load*® al-
ready burned with its own fire. The muffle inside did not have any iron parts;
the grate was made of fireclay. [Any] iron parts would have melted in the
heat, which reached 1,000-1,200°C. The fireclay grates in the muffle were ar-
ranged crosswise. The doors were smaller than the entrance openings of the
muffle; the muffle itself was about 2 meters long, 80 centimeters wide and
about 1 meter high. As a rule, 4-5 corpses burned in such a muffle.

[p. 13/134] But there were also cases in which we loaded more corpses in-
to the muffle. As many as eight muslims could be accommodated [introduced]
in there. We burned these larger loads during air raids without the knowledge
of the crematorium chief, so that a larger fire came out of the chimney, and the
airmen became aware of it. We thought that in this way we could change our
fate in our favor. The iron parts and especially the iron grate that are currently
in the camp area are components of the gas generators. Crematorium Il had
grids of thick iron bars. In Crematoria 4 and 5 there were pointed grates in the
shape of a sword with a handle.

On 4 March [1943], we were in charge of firing up the gas generators. We
kept them going from morning until 4 o’clock in the afternoon. In the mean-
time, a commission from the Political Department and senior SS officers from
Berlin arrived at the crematorium. In addition to them, there were also civil-

53 “Plomien” — “flame,” singular.
54 Under the furnace and under the floor of the furnace room.
55 All bodies loaded into the furnace.



C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1 35

ians and engineers from the “Topf” Company. Of the members of this com-
mittee | remember Hauptsturmfihrer Schwarz, Lagerkommandant Aumeyer
[Aumeier] and Oberscharfiihrer Kwakernak. After the arrival of the commis-
sion, we were ordered to bring out corpses from the auxiliary room®® and to
throw them [!]°" into the muffles. In the auxiliary room, we then found about
45 corpses of only men, very well fed and fat. At that time, | did not know
when these corpses had been deposited in the auxiliary room, and from where
they had been taken. But then | learned that they had been selected from the
people gassed at Bunker No. Il, located in the woods. In fact, an officer from
the Political Department had gone there [and] had ordered to select from the
corpses of the gassed persons the corpses of well-developed and fat people,
[then] had commanded to take these corpses away from the bunker area on a
truck. The Sonderkommando inmates who were employed there did not know
where these corpses had been taken. It turned out that they were used to test
the efficiency of Crematorium No. I, which was to be put into operation at
that time, and to demonstrate it to the many-member commission. We brought
[up] these corpses through the elevator and the door leading to the heating
room [p. 14/135], and placed them two or three at a time on a cart similar to
the one I described when speaking of Crematorium No. 1, and loaded them in-
to the individual muffles. After the introduction of the entire batch of corpses
into all the muffles of all the furnaces, the members of the commission,
watches in hand, observed the process of cremation of the corpses, opened the
doors, looked at the watches, discussed among themselves, and marveled that
the cremation lasted [so] long. Since the furnaces, because they were com-
pletely new, had not yet warmed up properly, although they had been operat-
ing since the morning, the cremation of this load lasted 40 minutes. With con-
tinuous operation, the crematorium cremated two loads per hour. According to
regulations, we had to load new bodies into the muffles every half hour. Ober-
kapo August explained to us that, according to the calculations and plans of
the crematorium, the cremation of a corpse in a muffle took 5-7 minutes. At
the beginning, he did not allow us to load more than three corpses. With such
a pace, we had to work non-stop, because after loading the last muffle [the
load of] the first one was already burned. In order to have a break in the work,
we loaded 4-5 corpses into each muffle. The cremation of such a load took
longer, so after loading the last muffle, we had a few minutes of rest while the
load of the first muffle burned [out]. We would use this time to wash the floor
of the heating room, so the air would cool down a bit.

The commission departed after the cremation of this first test load; we ti-
died up the crematorium, washed it, and were taken to Block 2 of the Blb
Camp. For the next 10 days, we went every day under SS escort to the crema-

% Auxiliary corpse storage.
ST “Wrzuci¢” — thrown in.
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torium and fired up the gas generators. During these 10 days, no transports ar-
rived; we did not cremate any corpses, but only kept the gas generators run-
ning to heat the furnaces. Towards the middle of March 1943, after we had
finished our work, the then [head] of the crematoria, Hauptscharfiihrer
Hirsch, arrived and ordered us to stay in the crematorium, because we had to
carry out a job. As night fell, the first trucks arrived on which people of vari-
ous ages and of both sexes were brought in. Among them were old men,
women and many, many children. These trucks came there and [returned]
back [p. 15/136] in the direction of the train station in about an hour, bringing
more and more people. When the trucks started to arrive, we of the Sonder-
kommando were locked in the room where — as | explained in the description
of the crematorium — the physicians assigned to the autopsies were staying.
From this room, we could hear the crying and screaming of the people who
had been unloaded from the trucks into the crematorium courtyard. These
people were pushed into a barracks which was then situated perpendicular to
the crematorium building, on the side of the entrance to the yard of Cremato-
rium No. Il. The persons entered this barracks through a door that was on the
entrance side, and went down the staircase that was to the right of the “Mdll-
verbrennung.” At the time, this barracks served as an undressing room. How-
ever, it was only used for about a week, and then it was dismantled. After the
barracks had been dismantled, the people were pushed into the underground
part of the crematorium by way of a staircase leading to the underground un-
dressing room which | described earlier. After about two hours in the doctors’
autopsy room, we were taken out and ordered to go to the gas chamber. In this
chamber, we found piles of naked corpses, in a position similar to sitting. The
corpses were pink in color, in some parts redder, in others they were covered
with greenish spots with drooling at the mouth, some had blood coming out of
their noses, in most cases we could see excrement. | remember that many had
their eyes open; many corpses were clinging to each other; the greatest num-
ber of crowded corpses were lying near the door. Near the wire-mesh col-
umns, they were less crowded. From the arrangement of the bodies, it could
be seen that people had moved away from these columns and had wanted to
reach the door. It was very hot in the chamber, and there was such a stench
that it was impossible to bear. Later we became convinced that many of the
bodies in the gas chamber died of asphyxiation, of lack of air, even before the
gassing. These people lay on the floor, and others walked over them. They
were not sitting down, like the majority, but were lying on the floor. From this
it could be seen that they had died before the others, who must have stepped
on their corpses. After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and
had been locked in, [p. 16/137] and before pouring the “Cyklon,” air was ex-
tracted from the chamber, in fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to
this purpose. It was a suction-pressure system. The undressing room had only
suction ventilation. Although the ventilation was turned on after the door to
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the [gas] chamber was opened, in the first moments after entering the cham-
ber, when there were gassed persons in the chamber, we worked on extracting
the corpses while wearing gas masks. However, we did not remove the corps-
es from this first transport in mid-March 1943, because we had to return to
servicing the furnaces. At that time, 70 inmates who were part of the Sonder-
kommando and in charge of cremating the corpses in the bunker pits were
brought in from Block 1l. This group took the corpses out of the gas chamber
into the corridor near the elevator, where a barber cut the women’s hair, and
then the corpses were taken up the elevator to the level of the heating room.
There they were either deposited in the auxiliary room for corpses or were
taken to the heating room and placed in front of the furnaces. There, two den-
tists under SS control extracted [the corpses’ precious] metal teeth and den-
tures. They also removed rings from the corpses and tore earrings from their
ears. The teeth were thrown into a crate that bore the inscription “Zahnarztsta-
tion,”®® the jewelry into another crate. This crate had no inscription but was
only marked with a number. Dentists who had been recruited from among the
inmates looked into the mouths of every corpse except the children. When the
mouths were pressed together [=clenched], they opened the jaws with pincers,
which they used also to extract the teeth. As | have already mentioned, the
work of the dentists was minutely controlled by the SS who assisted in this
operation. Every so often, they would stop a load of corpses already treated by
the dentists [headed] to the furnaces, look into [their] mouths, and in some
cases note the presence of a gold tooth not extracted by the dentists. Such an
oversight was considered sabotage, and the offending dentist was burned alive
in a furnace. | personally witnessed a French Jewish dentist being burned in
this way in Crematorium V. He defended himself and shouted, but the SS,
there were a few of them, threw themselves on him, rendered him harmless,
and put him alive in a furnace. The punishment of being burned alive was
used quite often for the men of the Sonderkommando, but it was not the only
one, because in addition to it, other punishments were inflicted, such as shoot-
ing on the spot, being thrown into a tub [full] of water, [p. 17/138] physical
torment, beatings, rolling with the naked body on gravel, and other tortures.
These punishments were inflicted before the eyes of the entire Sonderkom-
mando staff in order to frighten them. I also remember another case that took
place in Crematorium No. V in August of 1944, At that time a golden wed-
ding ring and a watch were found on one of the ordinary workers, a Jew from
Walbrom named Lejb, about 20 years old, dark-haired and wearing the num-
ber one hundred and eight thousand and more, during the change of shifts. All
the Sonderkommando personnel employed in the crematorium were then as-
sembled, and before their eyes, he was hung with his hands tied behind [his
back] from an iron bar above the gas generators. He hung in this position for

58 Dentist Department.
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about an hour; then, after his arms and legs had been untied, he was led into
an unheated furnace in the crematorium, where the ash box underneath was
doused with gasoline and set alight, so that the flames reached the muffle in
which this Lejb was located.

After a couple of minutes, the furnace was opened, and the doomed man
escaped from it completely burned and was ordered to run around the court-
yard of the crematorium and shout that he was a thief, then he was ordered to
climb the barbed wires of the crematorium fence, which at that time, since it
was daytime, was not electrified. When he was on top of the wires, the crema-
torium chief Moll shot him. Moll’s first name was Otto.

Another time the SS chased an inmate who was dawdling at work at the
crematorium into a pit in which there was boiling human fat. At that time,
corpses were cremated in open-air pits, from which the fat flowed into a sepa-
rate tank dug into the earth.> This fat was used to sprinkle on the corpses to
speed up the burning process. This unfortunate man was pulled out of that
grease tank still alive and was shot. To complete the formalities, the corpse
was taken to the block, where the “Totenschein,”® was issued, and the corpse
was taken to the crematorium area only the next day and cremated in a pit.

During the cremation of the corpses from that first transport in mid-March
1943, we worked non-stop for 48 hours, but we were not able to cremate [p.
18/139] all the corpses, because in the meantime a Greek transport arrived,
which was also gassed. But since we were tired and completely exhausted, we
were taken to the block, and the work was taken over by another shift of the
Sonderkommando, which at that time also operated the two bunkers [and]
numbered about 400 inmates. |1 worked in Crematorium Il until the middle of
April. During this time, Greek, French and Dutch transports arrived. Also dur-
ing this time, we cremated the corpses of the people who had been gassed as a
result of the selection made at the camp. We worked in two shifts, day and
night. I am not in a position to give a figure for the number of people gassed
and cremated during this period.

On average, 2,500 bodies were cremated per day. During this time, | did
not have the opportunity to observe the procedure by which the victims were
pushed into the undressing room, and then from the undressing room into the
gas chambers. When the transports arrived, we of the Sonderkommando were
locked up in the coke-storage room. However, two [inmates] remained in the
heating room to operate the gas generators. It happened that | also took part in
this service. From a window in the heating room, | observed how the
“Cyklon was poured into the gas chamber. Each transport was followed by a
car bearing the insignia of the Red Cross. The camp doctor Mengele and Rot-
tenfuhrer Scheimetz arrived in this car at the crematorium. They took out of

59 «Ziemnego,” literally “of the earth”.
0 Death certificate.



C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1 39

this car with the insignia of the Red Cross in which they had arrived some
cans of “Cyklon” [and] took them to the small chimneys for pouring the
“Cyklon” into the chamber; there, Scheimetz opened them with a special chis-
el and hammer, poured the contents of the can into the chamber, and covered
the opening with a concrete lid. As | have already mentioned, there were four
such small chimneys. Into each of them, Scheimetz poured the contents of a
smaller can®® of “Cyklon”. They were cans with a yellow label glued around
them. Before opening a can, Scheimetz would don a gas mask. He opened the
can of “Cyklon” with the mask on, and with the mask on, he poured the con-
tents of the can into the opening that led into the gas chamber. This operation
was carried out not only by Scheimetz, but also by other SS men designated
specifically for this purpose who belonged to the “Gesundheitswesen,®?
whose names | do not remember. At each gassing, [p. 19/140] a camp physi-
cian was present. | mentioned Mengele because | met him very often during
my work. In addition to him, the camp physicians Kénig, Tilo [Thilo] and a
tall, slender young man, whose name | do not remember at this time, also at-
tended the gassing. During the selection, this one sent everyone to the gas. |
remember that once Mengele appealed to Scheim[e]tz to feed the victims who
were in the gas chamber more quickly, so that they [Mengele and Scheimetz]
could then go to Katowice. He then told him verbatim: “Scheimetz, gib ihnen
das Fressen, sie sollen direckt [sic] nach Kattowitz fahren.”®® This meant that
Scheimetz had to hurry up® and pour the “Cyklon” into the chamber. While
working at Crematorium No. II, I also noticed that the SS men who escorted
the transports arriving at the crematorium area were leading dogs and were
holding whips.

In Crematorium 1l, the cart for loading the corpses was used only for a
short time, and was then replaced by iron stretchers /in German they were
called Leichenbrett[er]/ which were inserted [all the way] to the bottom of the
muffle on iron rollers®® mounted on the lower edge of the muffle door. This
was done because the use of the cart delayed the loading of the bodies into the
furnace. This new device was invented, | believe, by Obercapo August. It was
then used in all the other crematoria. In the furnaces of Crematoria Il and I,
there was only one pair of rollers for all three muffles of a furnace; they
moved on an iron bar® in front of the muffle doors. In Crematoria IV and V,
each muffle had its own fixed rollers installed in front of its door. Each crema-
torium had two iron stretchers®’” for loading the corpses into the furnaces.

61 Referring to the size of the Zyklon-b cans, which came in various sizes.

62 Healthcare system.

83 «Scheimetz, give them the food; they should go directly to Kattowitz”.

8 Literally, “he hurried.”

8 These devices were called Laufrollen, guide rollers/wheels, or Einfiihrrollen, introduction rollers.

8 This is the holding steel bar (Befestigungs-Eisen) on which the tilting frame was pivoted to which
the rollers were attached.

67 “Nozy,” which should be “noszy”.



40 C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1

These planks [stretchers] were placed in front of the muffle. Two inmates
would place the corpses on them. The corpses were arranged in such a way
that the first corpse lay with its legs in the direction of the muffle with its back
down and its face up. On top of this corpse, another one was placed, also with
the face up, [but] with the head turned towards the muffle. This was done so
that the upper corpse would clasp the legs of the corpse lying below, so that it
was not necessary to push the legs of the upper corpse into the furnace, but
they would glide in by themselves. [p. 20/141] Two inmates would load the
corpses onto the stretcher. Two others stood by the ends of a pole placed un-
der the stretcher near the muffle. While loading the corpses onto the stretcher,
one of them would open the muffle door, the other would set up the rollers. A
fifth inmate would lift the stretcher by the handles and, after also being lifted
by the other two and being placed on the rollers, the stretcher would enter the
muffle. When the corpses were now inside the muffle, a sixth inmate with an
iron scraper would hold them inside the muffle, and the fifth would pull the
stretcher out from under them. This sixth inmate’s duties included washing the
stretcher with water after it had been pulled out of the furnace. He would do
this to cool the stretcher, which became hot in the furnace. It was also [to
make sure that] the bodies that had just been placed on the stretcher did not
stick to it. Soap was dissolved in this water so that the corpses would slide
well on the sheet of the stretcher. The second load to be cremated in the same
muffle was loaded in the same manner as this [first load], but with this second
pair of corpses we had to hurry, because the corpses loaded earlier were al-
ready burning in the meantime, their arms and legs were rising, so that in case
of a delay, we found it difficult to load the second pair of corpses into the fur-
nace. During the loading of this second pair of corpses into the furnace, I had
the opportunity to observe the process of burning of the corpses. It seemed as
if the corpses straightened the trunk of the body, that [their] hands rose up and
contracted, the same thing happened with the legs. Blisters formed on the
body, and with older corpses, which sometimes lay up to two days in the aux-
iliary room after the gassing and were bloated and swollen, the abdominal di-
aphragms burst, and the entrails came out. | could also observe the burning
process when a scraper was operated in the furnace to accelerate the burning
of the corpses. By the way, after each loading, the SS Kommandofihrer
checked whether the furnaces were loaded properly. We had to open the doors
of each muffle for him, and at that time we saw what was going on inside. We
cremated the corpses of children along with those of older, adult people. First,
we loaded the corpses of two adults into the furnace, then as many children as
would fit into the muffle. Most of the [p. 21/142] times the corpses of 5-6
children. We did this so that the children’s corpses would not lie directly on
the grates, which were placed wide apart,®® because the children’s corpses

8 Tauber refers to the distance between the grid bars from each other. In the triple-muffle furnace,



C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ 11 41

could fall through them into the ash pit. Women’s corpses burned much better
and faster than men’s corpses. Therefore, if a load was burning badly, we
would look for a woman’s corpse [and] load it into the furnace to speed up the
burning process. In the early loads, when the furnaces were heated only by the
gasifiers, cremation took place more slowly. But then, as more loads were
cremated, they [the muffle walls] were brought to red heat by the embers that
were produced by the cremation of the corpses, so that during the cremation of
fat corpses, generally the gasifiers were shut down. From the corpses placed in
the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat immediately dripped into the ash
box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the corpse. During the cremation of
muslims, it was necessary to constantly feed the gasifiers. The Vorarbeiter®
wrote down in a notebook the number of corpses cremated with each load, and
an SS Kommandofiihrer checked these notes, and took the notebook to him-
self after the cremation of an entire transport. With each shift of our Sonder-
kommando came more SS guards and more Kommandofiihrer. Among the
Kommandofihrers | remember Gorgies, Knaus, Kurschuss, Schultz, Kéln and
Keller. Scheimetz, whom | have already mentioned, was also Kommandofiih-
rer in Crematorium 1V for some time. All Kommandofiihrers ruthlessly mis-
treated the inmates of the Sonderkommando working in the crematorium.
Sometimes this took on such a form that, for example, the crematorium chief
Voss, who was transferred from this post to another one after a short time, re-
proached Kommandofiihrer Gorgies, who mistreated us in a beastly manner
for the sole reason that there was no work at the crematorium, because no
transports had arrived. Then he said to him: “Wenn du hast nicht was zu umle-
gen, dann bist du wild. Ich habe dass schon genug” [sic].” In addition to the
aforementioned Voss, at various times the heads of the crematorium were Un-
terscharflihrer Steinberg, Hauptscharfuhrer Hirsch and Moll, Scharfiihrer
Puch and Oberscharfiihrer Musfeld [Muhsfeldt] who came from Lublin after
the liquidation of the local crematorium.

[p. 22/144]™ The most-depraved of them all was Hauptscharfiihrer Otto
Moll. Even before my arrival at the camp, he was the director of works in the
bunkers, where those gassed were cremated in pits. Sometime later, he was
transferred to another sector. In view of the preparations for the arrival of
Hungarian mass transports in 1944, he was entrusted with the direction of all
the crematoria. He organized the entire extermination of the people who ar-
rived with these transports. Even before the arrival of the Hungarian trans-
ports, he ordered the digging of pits next to Crematorium V, and put Bunker
No. 2, which was then inactive, and its pits back into operation. In the court-

this distance was 21 cm. See Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, p. 271.

8 Foreman.

0 Bad German, translates to bad English: “If you have not something to kill, then you are wild. |
have that already enough” (I have had enough of it already).

I The page numbering incorrectly jumps from 142 to 144,



42 C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1

yard of the crematorium, he hung signs on poles with inscriptions; according
to their content, people who had arrived by transport were to go to the camp,
where work awaited them, but first they had to bathe and undergo disinfec-
tion. For this purpose, they had to undress [and] deposit all valuables in bas-
kets placed in the courtyard for this very purpose. He also repeated these in-
structions’ personally in speeches he gave to the people who arrived with the
transports. These transports were very numerous, and it happened that the
rooms of Crematorium V could not contain all the [people in the] transports
that arrived.

The remaining people, who did not fit in the gas chambers, were most-
often shot by him personally. In many cases, he threw people alive into the
burning pits. He [also] practiced shooting people from a distance. He mistreat-
ed and beat the Sonderkommando inmates, and treated them like animals. The
female inmates who were assigned to him™ for his personal service recounted
that he used an iron wire to take gold valuables™ out of the crate in which he
stashed the valuables stolen from the people who had arrived by transport, and
put them in a bag. From among the objects left by the gassed people, he took
for himself furs and a lot of foodstuffs, especially fat. On these occasions, he
would turn to the SS men around him with a smile and tell [them] that it was
necessary to stock up on foodstuffs because lean days would also come. On
his orders, the Sonderkommando was enlarged to about 1,000 inmates. At
first, when | was assigned to work [p. 23/145] in the Sonderkommando, it
numbered about 400 inmates, and maintained this strength until January or
February 1944. In one of these months, a transport of about 300 inmates was
sent to Lublin. In the meantime, about 50 prisoners per week were assigned to
the Sonderkommando, however, we were dying in such numbers that, in the
initial period of my work, despite these weekly arrivals, the Sonderkommando
did not have more than 400 prisoners. After this transport was sent to Lublin,
there remained approximately 100 of us. From Lublin, 20 Russians and the
German Karol as Kapo were sent to our group. In addition, a few dozen in-
mates were also assigned to the Sonderkommando, among them™ gold smel-
ters® and stokers from Crematorium | in Auschwitz. In April 1944, therefore,
the Sonderkommando numbered about 160 inmates. At the end of the month,
in anticipation of the Hungarian transports, it was increased to 1,000 inmates.
By their behavior, their treatment of us and the type of work during the mass
cremation of the Hungarian transports, Moll and the SS men around him re-
duced us to despair. After contact was established with the camp [resistance]
and the outside world, we decided to organize an uprising and win our free-

2 Literally: “content.”

8 “przedzielone,” which should be “przydzielone”.

4 “przemioty,” which should be “przymioty”.

S “mimi,” which should be “nimi”.

6 «goldgiesserow,” from German “GoldgieRer” — gold founder.
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dom or die. We set a deadline of June 1944 for the uprising. | do not remem-
ber the exact date. However, the uprising did not take place, although every-
thing was already prepared for its launch, and even people from whom we had
kept the preparation of the uprising a secret participated in the secret action.
This affair caused us a lot of damage, and after it was discovered, it claimed
many victims. The first to be shot shortly after the deadline for the uprising
was set was our Kapo Kaminski. After that, we were transferred to Crematori-
um IV in order to make any contact with the [outside] world impossible. Of
the personnel housed there, about 200 inmates were selected and sent to be
gassed. They were gassed in the delousing [chamber]”” of “Kanada” in
Auschwitz, and cremated in Crematorium 11; this cremation was carried out by
the SS men in charge of the crematorium themselves. The situation became
more and more serious for us, and although we were watched and monitored
with doubled vigilance, [p. 24/146] we decided to escape from the camp at
any cost. After the preparations, the uprising in Crematorium IV took place in
September 1944; it also involved [the staff of] Crematorium II. During the up-
rising in Crematorium IV, we killed 20-30 SS men, and fled in all directions.
First, we set Crematorium IV on fire and blew it up. An alarm was sounded at
the camp, the SS surrounded all the crematoria, and almost all the escaped in-
mates were captured. As a result of the uprising, only about 190 of 1,000 [in-
mates] remained alive. We were all housed in Crematorium 11, then trans-
ferred to Block 11 of Sector Blld. From here, 100 inmates left by transport, 30
were assigned to cremation [work] in Crematorium V, and 60 were housed in
Block 11 and worked in the Abbruchkommando.” This Kommando was in-
volved in the demolition of Crematoria Il and Ill, [the reusable parts of] which
were to be transferred to Gross Rosen. After some time, the 30 stokers from
Crematorium V were also housed in Block 11, so that, when the camp was
liquidated, there were approximately 90 inmates of the Sonderkommando in
Block 11. On 18 January 1945, we were taken to Auschwitz together with in-
mates from other blocks, and driven in the direction of the Reich. After about
20 km, I escaped, and in this way saved my life.

As | mentioned earlier, four forensic physicians were also part of the Son-
derkommando. Initially, they stayed with us in the block, but later they were
placed in the room next to the coke-storage room in Crematorium Il. These
doctors performed autopsies on corpses in a room on the first floor of Crema-
toria 1l and IlI. In these rooms, there were two large solid-stone tables on
which the doctors performed the autopsy. They dissected the corpses of in-
mates who had died in the hospital [and] some corpses of people who had
been shot in the corridor between the undressing room and the gas chamber.
Most of the time, these shootings were carried out by Moll personally. In-

" The “Entlausungskammer” — delousing chamber.
8 Demolition Squad.
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mates who came from the bunkers of Block 11 or from outside Auschwitz
were shot. Very often, when the inmates were brought in to be shot, an Unter-
scharfuihrer, whose name | do not know, arrived at the crematorium, and cut
the fat meat off the corpses of those shot. [p. 25/147] He put the severed
thighs and buttocks into boxes or a bucket, and took them away from the
crematorium in a car. | do not know for what purpose he did this. The medical
detainees, after performing the autopsy, drew up an autopsy report; this report
was then taken away by an SS doctor.

In April 1943, in the middle of the month, | was assigned to work in Crem-
atorium No. IV, which at that time was the second to come into operation.
Later, also in the first half of 1943, Crematorium No. V and finally Cremato-
rium No. 111 came into operation. Crematorium 111 was built in the same way
as Crematorium 11, with the difference that in this crematorium the cart for
loading the corpses into the furnace was not used right from the start. In the
room next to the coke-storage room where the doctors were housed in Crema-
torium No. I, in Crematorium No. 11 the goldworkers™ worked, who melted
the artificial teeth into gold bars.

Crematoria IV and V were also built according to the same plans and were
located symmetrically on both sides of the road between Camp BII and “Mex-
ico,”® in the direction of the new sauna.®! These crematoria each had two fur-
naces with four muffles. The muffles of each furnace were arranged two by
two [=in pairs] on each side. In these furnaces, each gasifier heated the two
muffles located in the middle of each furnace. Each furnace had its own chim-
ney. Both the dressing room and the gas chambers in Crematoria IV and V
were on the first floor [ground level]. The building in which they were located
was much lower than the heating room, so that it looked like an annex to the
crematorium. From the heating room, in the direction of the undressing room,
there was a narrow corridor with four internal doors. They led from each end
of the corridor to the heating room and the undressing room. The undressing
room had four small windows protected from the outside by iron grates.®? An-
other door led from the undressing room to a corridor in which there was a
door leading in from the crematorium courtyard. In this same wall, next to the
entrance door, there were two windows. Opposite the entrance door to the cor-
ridor, a second door led into a room with a window in which the kitchen for
the SS [p. 26/148] crematorium attendants was located. The food in this kitch-
en was prepared by Sonderkommando inmates. The Sonderkommando in-
mates’ room was adjacent to this room. In Crematorium V, the Sonderkom-
mando shoemakers, tailors and carpenters worked in this room, while in
Crematorium 11 [IV], the hair cut from the corpses of the gassed persons was

% “Goldarbeiterzy,” from German “Goldarbeiter” — goldworker.

8 Construction Sector 111,

8. The Zentralsauna.

82 “mate okienka zakratowane od strony zewnetrznej kratami zelaznymi”.
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stored in this room. The third door in this corridor led to a smaller corridor,
which in turn had a door to the crematorium courtyard and a window with a
grating. From this corridor, the door to the right of the entrance led into the
first chamber, through the door opposite into the smaller chamber, from which
a door led into the last chamber, the largest. This second corridor, like the oth-
er three rooms mentioned above, was used as a gas chamber for gassing peo-
ple. All [the rooms] had gas-tight doors, windows fitted with gratings on the
outside®® that could be closed from the outside by gas-tight shutters. These
small windows,®* which a standing man could reach with his hand raised, were
used to pour the contents of the “Cyklon” cans into the gas chambers filled
with people. The gas chambers were about 2 meters high, had electric lighting
that ran along the walls, but no ventilation system. The Sonderkommando em-
ployed in removing the corpses from the gas chambers worked with gas
masks. The corpses were dragged along the floor through the entrance corri-
dor, where the barbers cut [their] hair, then through the undressing room,
which in these crematoria served as an auxiliary room for [storing] the corps-
es. It was a large hall in which the corpses were put to clear the gas chambers.
From the undressing room, the corpses were dragged through the narrow cor-
ridor between the heating room and the undressing room. At each end of this
corridor was a dentist who would tear the corpses’ gold teeth out. The loading
of the corpses from the heating room into the muffles was done by means of
iron stretchers, which I described earlier. Behind the heating room was the
Kommandofuhrer’s room, next to it a smaller room for the remaining SS men,
a small corridor, a bathroom and toilet for the SS men, and the coke-storage
room. The entire building was made of masonry and had a wooden frame roof
covered with asbestos panels and tarred cardboard. The courtyards of all the
crematoria were separated [p. 27/149] from the outside world by a thick wick-
er and live hedge, over which straw mats were also spread. In the courtyard,
there were watchtowers, from which SS men with machine guns kept vigil;
the entire grounds were also surrounded by barbed wire charged with electrici-
ty; the courtyards were illuminated by powerful floodlights.

In May 1944, the SS ordered us to dig five pits in the courtyard of Crema-
torium V, in the part between the drainage ditch and the crematorium build-
ing, in which the corpses of the gassed people from the Hungarian mass trans-
ports were cremated. Indeed, a railway track was built between these pits, but
we did not use these carts, [because] the SS considered them inconvenient,
and the inmates of the Sonderkommando dragged the corpses of the gassed
persons from the gas chambers directly to the pits. During this same period,
the old Bunker No. 2 and its pits for cremating corpses were put back into op-

8 “okna zakratowane od strony zewnetrznej”.

8 The sentence begins with the preposition “przez,” “through,” irreconcilable with the subsequent
verb “stuzyly,” “served.”
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eration. | did not personally work in Bunker No. 2. Since it was felt that the
pits were better suited for cremating corpses, the crematoria were closed down
one by one when cremations in the pits began. First, Crematorium IV was shut
down, I think in June 1944, then in October 1944, | think, Crematoria Il and
I11. Crematorium V remained in operation until the retreat of the Germans.
Eventually, it was used to cremate the bodies of dead or murdered inmates.
The gassing of people ceased in October 1944.

Today, | am unable to give an exact figure of all the people who were
gassed and cremated in the crematoria and pits. Individuals from the cremato-
rium staff secretly wrote down the most dramatic figures and events concern-
ing the gassed persons. These notes were buried in various locations near the
crematoria. Some of these notes were dug up during the stay of the Soviet
Commission, which took them away. However, the vast majority must still be
hidden in the ground, and this material could be recovered. Among other
things, there are buried photographs of people gassed in the gas chamber, as
well as of a transport that arrived at the crematorium for gassing. According to
my assumptions, the total number of persons gassed in the Auschwitz crema-
toria during the period in which | served in these crematoria as a member of
the Sonderkommando, [p. 28/150] is approximately 2 million. During my stay
in Auschwitz, | had the opportunity to talk to various inmates who had worked
in the crematoria and bunkers of Auschwitz before my arrival there. From
them, | learned that by the time | started to work in the crematoria, approxi-
mately two million people had already been gassed in Bunkers Nos. | and Il or
in Crematorium No. 1. In total, therefore, | calculate the total number of peo-
ple gassed at Auschwitz at about 4 million. This figure includes various trans-
ports from the most diverse group of European countries, both Jews and Ary-
ans, as well as persons who were assigned from the camp force to be gassed in
the course of selections.

Demolition of the Auschwitz crematoria began in the fall of 1944. The
dismantled parts were taken to the siding,% where they were loaded onto
trains. Part of the disassembled crematorium material remained at Auschwitz,
and is currently still located in the construction area of the so-called “Bauhof”
at Auschwitz 1. The Germans did not have time to ship this material. There are
the carts | mentioned earlier, also a part of the ventilation system, the frames
of the cremation furnaces of Crematoria IV and V, the iron doors of these
crematoria [furnaces], the ash boxes, the grates, the iron window grates, the
furnace grates, a gas-tight door of a gas chamber, clothes hangers and benches
of the undressing room and other metal or wooden parts.

8 The Birkenau railway ramp.
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This concludes the [interrogation] procedure and protocol. Read.

The witness

Henryk Tauber
The Prosecutor The Judge
Edward Pechalski Jan Sehn

The Registrar
Setmajer Stefania

1.3. Statement to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow
(1945)

This is the typewritten statement, registered under No. 26, which is titled
“Tauber Hirsch, born in 1917 in Chrzandw” (“Tauber Hirsch ur. w roku 1917
w Chrzanowie”), and consists of four typewritten pages.*® The account is writ-
ten in the third person. The text is very short and sparse. For this reason, it is
preferable to follow the text, written in the first person and more articulate,
which appeared in a publication of the just-mentioned Commission in 1945.%
I omit the first page and a half, which narrates earlier personal events of
Tauber’s life that do not have a close connection with the vicissitudes of his
deportation to Auschwitz, and I add the final lines of the typewritten state-
ment.

“Revolt in the Crematorium

From the prison in Montelupi, the train took us to Auschwitz. In our transport,
there were women and men. Any attempt to escape on our part generally
failed. We entered the Auschwitz area surrounded by SS men. We were
brought down [from the railway cars] with sticks and dogs. Some corpses were
already lying on the ground as a result of the blows and beatings. Some people
took their own lives. The men were separated from the women. I was led to the
camp, into a block that was not [yet] completed, which could hold 1,000 peo-
ple. A drunken chief [Kapo] joined us. We waited there until midnight. At that
time, we were taken to Block Aufnahme [admission block]. We were registered
and tattooed. The Jews, from whom 20 [young] men and 150 older men were
chosen, were taken separately to the Strafkommando [penal squad], where they
were hanged in turn, meaning that one hanged the other [mianowicie jeden
wieszal drugiego]. All were recorded in books.

The rest of the transport was transferred to Buna, to the chemical plants I.G.

[Farben]. There, we were to spend a three-week quarantine and then go to
work. However, during the first week, there were two cases of typhus. We were

8 YVA, 0.62-24.
87 “Bunt in krematorium” (“Revolt in the crematorium”), in Borwicz et al., pp. 89-91.
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sent back to Birkenau as contagious elements. We stayed there for one day.
The Arbeitsdienst [labor service] requested 25 specialists, blacksmiths, brick-
layers, etc., to work there. I introduced myself as a blacksmith. We were taken
to the camp, first to Block 11, then to the prison. There, we spent the night in
the basement.?® The next day at roll call, we were called, the 25 of us, and tak-
en to the crematorium, where others were also working. We were met with a
beating. We had to cremate corpses.

We worked for four weeks. We stank to high heaven. Of the 25, only 3 re-
mained. [The others] died of beatings and disease. Those who reported sick
were already dead the next day. They were poisoned at the hospital. For fear
of torture and death, the [sick] men worked with a temperature [fever| of 40
degrees [centigrade = 104°F].

After four weeks, we were sent back to Birkenau. We were assigned to the Son-
derkommando. There, we had to burn the corpses of the gassed people. We
worked [there] for 20 months. The transports, exclusively Jewish, arrived con-
tinuously. The columns of those condemned to be gassed, they pretended to
send to the bath. People were undressed, beaten and pushed into the cremato-
rium with dogs. During the gassing, they were locked up. One could hear
[their] screams. After half an hour, they were corpses. Two thousand people
perished at a time. Then we would be called to cremate the corpses. There
were five crematoria available, and two sites designated for pyres. Between
400 and 1,000 men were assigned to this work. This Kommando®™" was liqui-
dated after a few months, and the men who were in it were gassed. At the most,
a few remained.

After some time, mass transports arrived from Hungary. These people rebelled
and threw themselves on the SS. Then, 40 SS men died. A crematorium was
blown up, the fences of the women’s camp and other [camp sectors] were cut.
The insurgents intended to liberate the entire camp. However, soldiers sur-
rounded the escapees, and 800 people fell. This happened in September 1944.
The remaining 190 [men] of this Kommando, who had come out of hiding,
were taken to the camp,; 100 were rounded up in a transport to be shot. I was
among the remaining 90. We were employed in the demolition of the cremato-
rium. From then on, no more cremations took place there. The Kommando for
the cremation of corpses had connections with the secret organization of the
camp, which in turn had contacts with the outside world. From this organiza-
tion, we were given information on what to do.

In this organization, there were also Russians who were in charge of loading
broken aircraft. They supplied us with weapons. This Kommando worked in
the Union [gunpowder] factory, from where girls procured the powder. Pow-
der was used to make grenades that were used during the uprising. As a result

8 The basement (“Bunker”) of Block 11 at Auschwitz Main Camp, used by the SS as the camp pris-
on.
8 Also in this document, “Kommando” is spelled “komando.”
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of the uprising, four girls were arrested and hanged. The demolition of the
crematorium lasted until 19 January 1945.

The typewritten statement ends as follows:

“During the general evacuation [Tauber] escaped from the road [from the
marching column]. Before the evacuation, the boss [szef] arrived and ordered
to prepare a separate transport. There was confusion, they did not succeed,
the camp [lager] from Birkenau to Auschwitz [sic]. There he mingled with the
crowd, donned other clothes, and fled. ”
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2. The Witness Szlama Dragon

2.1. Statement to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry (26 February
1945)%

[p. 1/14] Witness Interrogation Protocol

26 February 1945 Operating Army

The military examining magistrate of the military prosecutor’s office of the
First Ukrainian Front, Captain of [Military] Justice Levin, questioned the be-
low-named as a witness in accordance with Sections 162-168 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic.

1. Last name, first name, father’s name — Dragon, Szlama

2. Citizenship — Polish

3. Ethnicity — Polish Jew

4. Year and place of birth — 1922, place of birth Zeromin, Warsaw voivode-
ship

5. Social background — from craftsmen, my father worked as a tailor.

6. Degree of education — 4th grade

7. Party affiliation —/

8. Family status, family members, and their place of residence — single

9. Place of work and office held — former inmate of Auschwitz Camp

10. Military rank and from what year in the Red Army —/

11. Decorations and honors —/

12. Participation in combat, when, where and with what rank:

13. Criminal record — no record

14. Permanent residence and exact address — Town of Zerominie, 16 Biezufis-
ka Street / Auschwitz Camp,

The witness, informed of the criminal nature of giving false testimony, or re-

fusing to testify under Section 95 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the

Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, stated:

[p. 2/15] On 7 December 1942 | was taken to the Auschwitz Camp in the
Birkenau Sector with a transport of 2,500 persons. Upon arrival in the Birke-
nau sector, 400 persons, young and healthy men, of [these] 2,500 persons
were selected and sent to the camp, and all remaining women of this number

% GARF, 7021-108-19, pp. 180-193 [typewritten copy]; pp. 194-203 [original handwritten text,
signed by Sz. Dragon]; 7021-108-8, pp. 14-27 [typewritten copy]. Documents 5-7.
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[transport] were sent to be burned in ditches [ans coxoxenust Bo psax, dlya
sozhzheniya vo rvakh].

The selection of people for cremation was the responsibility of the SS fas-
cist Mengele, a doctor, and SS [man] Mol [Moll], who directed the mass cre-
mation of people arriving from various countries and of various nationalities,
regardless of gender and age.

The SS-Pljage [Plagge], who had the German rank of Rapportfuhrer, di-
rected the people to the camp who had been selected for work. Mol had the
rank of Hauptscharfihrer.

On 8 December 1942 |, together with other inmates of the camp, were tat-
tooed — [I received] the number 80359 on my left arm — and were housed in
Barracks No. 14.

On 10 December 1942, the SS men Plage and Mol selected 200 people
from among the healthiest men, and told them that those selected would be
sent to work in a rubber factory; at the same time all 200 people were given
watery cabbage soup as a supplementary ration at night, so as not to arouse
suspicion in them in any way about being sent to the rubber factory.

On 11 December 1942, after all [the others] had been taken from Barracks
14 to work, the Barracks Elder [Blockalteste], a Pole named Jup, announced
that all those selected for the rubber factory were to remain in the barracks.
Then Mol arrived and, addressing the 200 selected inmates, said that they
should all line up to go to work [p. 3/16] at the rubber factory. At the same
time, Mol divided those selected into two groups. Each group was escorted by
30 armed SS men and 8 SS men with dogs. It turned out that they had all been
deceived: they were not escorted to a rubber factory but taken to two gas
chambers [k 2-M razokamepam, k 2-m gazokameram].

I, who was part of one of the two groups, was taken to the gas chamber
which was called Gas Chamber No. 2 [B razokamepy, KOTOpas UMEHOBAIAaCh
razokamepa N 2, v gazokameru, kotoraya imenovalas’ gazokamera No. 2], the
second group was taken to Gas Chamber No. 1.

At first, none of the 200 people knew that we were going to work at the gas
chambers. | and all the others learned about it when we were taken there.

From Barracks No. 14, all those selected for the Sonderkommando /Special
Kommando/ were transferred to Barracks No. 2, which was located approxi-
mately one kilometer away from the gas chamber. Barracks No. 2 was fenced
off with 1.5-2-meter-high iron wires. SS guards armed with submachine guns
escorted the Sonderkommando from the barracks to work and back to the bar-
racks. No member of the Sonderkommando had the right or means to com-
municate with other camp inmates who were not working in the Sonderkom-
mando; however, some found a way and, risking their lives, made contact with
the camp inmates.

The group that had been brought to work in Gas Chamber No. 2 was divid-
ed up by Mol into various jobs: 12 persons were to remove the corpses from
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the gas chamber itself, among them myself; 30 persons to load the corpses on-
to the carts, 10 persons to carry the corpses to the carts, 20 persons to throw
the corpses into the pits, 28 persons to carry wood to the pits to cremate the
corpses, 2 persons to remove the corpses’ gold teeth, rings, earrings, etc.,
which was done in the presence [p. 4/17] of two SS men, and 2 to cut the
women’s hair in the presence of an SS man. Mol personally set the pyres on
fire.

After working one day in Gas Chamber No. 2, | became ill, so | was as-
signed to cleaning and other work in Barracks No. 2. | worked in the barracks
until May 1943, and then | was assigned to the job of collecting bricks from
the brick basements and brick half-basements that had been blown up by the
Germans. | worked there until February 1944; at the same time, | worked in
Gas Chamber No. 2 for about two months; a few days in Gas Chamber No. 1.

Gas Chambers No. 1 and No. 2 were about 3 kilometers apart in the area of
the former settlement of Brzezinka [Birkenau], which had been burned down
by the Germans.®* The gas chambers had been converted from two houses,
whose windows had been made airtight. In the gas chamber named Gas
Chamber No. 1 [B razokamepe, uMmeHyeMoii razokamepoit N° 1: v gazokamere,
imienuemoy gazokameroy No. 1], there were two rooms, in Gas Chamber No.
2, there were 4. About 500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1 were two
standard wooden barracks, and at a distance of 150 meters from Gas Chamber
No. 2 were two more similar barracks. In these barracks, the men, women and
children undressed, and then they were pushed naked into the gas chambers;
they were forced in there all together, and with the help of dogs.

In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through
one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corpses
were brought out. On the outside of the entrance door was the inscription “To
disinfection,” and on the inside of the exit door was the inscription “Entrance
to the bathroom.” Next to the door through which people entered was a square
opening measuring 40 x 40 cm, through which Zyklon, which contained hy-
drogen cyanide, was poured into the chamber from a box [sic]. Meanwhile,
the SS man donned a gas mask. One can contained 1 kg. The empty cans were
taken away by the SS.

[p. 5/18] In the gas chamber — there were two of them — up to 1,500-1,700
people were pushed. The duration of the gassing was 15-20 minutes. Gas
Chamber No. 1 had [an area of] 80 square meters. Zyklon was poured into the
chamber through the opening by several SS men, one of whom was named
Scheimetz. The removal of the corpses from the chamber, as | have already
explained, was carried out in turn by 12 persons, every 15 minutes [they] re-
moved them in [sets of] 6 persons. It was difficult to remain in the gas cham-

%1 In fact, some houses had been demolished, others renovated and assigned as housing for officers
and non-commissioned officers or designated for other uses.
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ber for more than 15-20 minutes, because the smell of Zyklon, despite the
open doors, did not disappear immediately. The clearing of the chamber lasted
2-3 hours. [Then] gold teeth were extracted from the corpses, and rings, ear-
rings, brooches, etc. were also removed, and the women’s hair was cut off.

In the pockets of the corpses’ clothes, they searched for valuables, espe-
cially gold. At the haircut, there was an SS man. 500 meters away from Gas
Chamber No. 1, there were four pits where the people were burned, each 30-
35 meters long, 7-8 meters wide and 2 meters deep. The corpses were trans-
ported to the pit by five carts on a narrow-gauge railway. Each cart was loaded
with 25-30 corpses. The duration of the transit of one cart in both directions
[round trip] was about 20 minutes. At all the pits, 110 people worked in shifts
day and night. In 24 hours, 7,000-8,000 people were burned in the pits.

Gas Chamber No. 2 had [an area of] about 100 square meters, each room —
there were four — had two doors. Gas Chamber No. 2 could hold 2,000 people.
The gassing lasted 15-20 minutes. Zyklon was introduced into each room of
Gas Chamber No. 2 in the same manner as in Gas Chamber No. 1. The clear-
ing of the chamber took no more than two hours, because it was carried out
through each door; in addition, the narrow-gauge railway ran on both sides of
Gas Chamber No. 2, next to the doors; with this railway, the corpses were
transported to the pits in 7-8 [p. 6/19] cars. At a distance of 150 meters from
Chamber No. 2, there were 6 pits of the exact same size as those [located] at
Chamber No. 1. 110-120 people were working at the clearing of Chamber No.
2 and the burning of the corpses. In 24 hours, in all the pits of Gas Chamber
No. 2, at least 10,000 people were burned. In 24 hours, in all 10 pits, an aver-
age of no [less than] 17,000-18,000 persons were burned, but on certain occa-
sions the number of persons cremated in 24 hours amounted to 27,000-28,000
persons, arriving by transport from various countries and belonging to various
nationalities, especially Jews.

To support the combustion of the pyres, the wood, when lit, was soaked in
a liquid — low-quality gasoline — but also human fat. The human fat came from
the pits in which people were burned through special channels that went to
another small pit, where the fat dripped, which was collected by the SS them-
selves [camu CC: sami SS].

In February 1944 1 was sent to work in Crematorium No. 4. | have to say
that everyone in the Sonderkommando worked in constant fear of death, be-
cause the SS men burning the corpses were very perfidious toward those of
this Sonderkommando who performed any work regarding gassing and crema-
tion of people. I, and together with me 4 other persons, carried /introduced/
the corpses into the cremation furnaces. The corpses were brought into the
furnace on iron stretchers which were placed on frames. On a stretcher, we put
3 and 2 corpses at a time. In each furnace [=muffle], 5 corpses were intro-
duced. The corpses were put into the furnace [=muffle] from the iron stretch-
ers by means of special hooks, after which the stretchers were pulled out. On
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the territory of the Birkenau sector, there were and operated four crematoria —
Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5. Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were [p. 7/20] built in the same
manner and had 15 furnaces, Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 were also built in the
same manner, but were less capacious in size and technical refinements, and
each had 8 furnaces. There were gas chambers in each crematorium, and at the
same time, Gas Chamber No. 2 operated, from which the corpses were trans-
ported to the pits for cremation. Gas Chamber No. 2 operated mainly when 6-
7 transports of people arrived, then the corpses were cremated also on the
pyres, and not just in the crematoria.

Crematorium No. 1 was located on the territory of the Auschwitz-Osviet-
sim [O$wigcim] Camp. As in Gas Chambers No. 1 and 2, in the gas chambers
of the crematoria, the corpses had their gold teeth extracted, earrings and
brooches removed, [which were] placed in a special case.

In the Birkenau Sector, transports of people arrived who were then cremat-
ed; they also arrived from other camps, in particular from the “Majdanek”
Camp in Lublin. Almost all the Russians were burned, and in the last period,
before the arrival of the Red Army and the liberation of the inmates of the
Auschwitz Camp, mainly only Russian children were burned, who had been
torn away from their parents; the adults instead were used for work in the
camp. In particular, many children who had arrived with their parents from
Lithuania were burned. Men, women and children were gassed together in the
gas chambers. In 24 hours, 10,000-12,000 people were cremated in all the
crematoria. At first, the ashes of the cremated corpses were poured into spe-
cial pits which were then filled with earth, but after some time — after some
months, | do not remember [exactly] — the pits were reopened, the ashes were
taken out of them and thrown into the river. In the area of the pits that had
been filled with ashes, roads were built; however, two pits remained intact,
along which the country road runs.

Around July or August 1944, Crematorium [p. 8/21] No. 4 did not work
[anymore], due to a failure of the chimneys.

In the Birkenau Sector, within the Sonderkommando, there was a group
preparing a revolt and the burning of the crematorium. The group was led by a
Red-Army colonel, a prisoner of war, who was in contact with a major and a
lieutenant belonging to the Sonderkommando. | do not know the surnames of
the colonel, the major and the lieutenant; the given name of the PoW lieuten-
ant was Viktor. The group preparing the uprising had procured some [gun]
powder and made primitive grenades. The powder had been supplied by pris-
oners working in war factories that were located near the camp.

In September or August [sic] 1944 — | do not remember exactly — the man-
agement of the crematorium — | do not know how — learned about the prepara-
tion of the uprising, and transferred the entire Sonderkommando to Crematori-
um No. 4, where they stayed for one month. In the first days of October 1944,
the group that had prepared the uprising set fire to Crematorium No. 4, killed
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some SS men, and organized the escape. Among the SS killed was a guard
standing on a watchtower, at which the major threw a grenade. At that time,
the Sonderkommando counted about 700 people. The camp headquarters or-
ganized the capture of those Sonderkommando men who had managed to es-
cape a short distance, and captured them all in a camp [sector] not far from the
crematorium, and 500 Sonderkommando men were shot. Approximately two
weeks after the uprising and after Crematorium No. 4 had been put out of ac-
tion, another 100 people from the Sonderkommando were shot, and the re-
mainder were distributed among Crematoria No. 2, No. 3 and No. 5.

I was transferred to Crematorium No. 2, where | worked at one of the fur-
naces for about 5-10 days.

In May, June, July and August 1944, the cremation of corpses was carried
out simultaneously in all crematoria and on the pyres in the pits, because
[p. 9/22] every day there was a great influx of people — 5-7 transports. In these
months, all transports arrived from Hungary. The furnaces of the crematoria
alone could not cremate all the people gassed in the gas chambers. At each
crematorium, there were storerooms where bodies were put that could not be
cremated on the gassing day. In the second half or at the end of October 1944,
I do not remember exactly, all gas chambers ceased to operate, and of the op-
erating furnaces of Crematoria Nos. 2, 3 and 5, only Crematorium No. 5
worked. The dead, but especially those who had been shot at the camp, were
cremated. The crematoria were heated with coke, the pits with wood.

I note that the strength of the Sonderkommando was continually replen-
ished with new arrivals, replacing those who had been shot or killed in the gas
chambers and then cremated.

Approximately in August or September 1944, | do not remember exactly,
200 persons of the Sonderkommando were led on foot to the “Osvietsim”
Main Camp and gassed during the night. The same night, all the remaining
Sonderkommando were sent to a barracks, and the 200 gassed persons were
cremated by the SS themselves. | was informed of it two or three weeks after
the cremations. In November 1944, the demolition of all crematoria began.
Particularly from the furnaces, the structures of the muffles were dismantled
and taken somewhere else. Then, notches were broken [holes were drilled]
through the walls of the crematoria, into which explosive charges were placed,
but in this way, they did not succeed in blowing up the crematoria, so other
methods began to be used, and Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were blown up; No. 5
was blown up a day or two after the retreat.

[p. 10/23] On 18 January 1945, | was evacuated from the camp with 100
men of the Sonderkommando in the direction of Germany, but | escaped on 20
January 1945.

I note that, after the uprising organized by the Sonderkommando group, the
SS hanged four girls, inmates of the camp, for providing them with explosive
materials — the powder for those who had organized the uprising.
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Among the 500 Sonderkommando men shot was a Jew from the town of
Luna, Gradowski, who unbeknownst to the SS kept [a notebook with] a record
of the transports with the people who arrived and were burned.

In the last months before the Sonderkommando set fire to Crematorium No.
4, Gradowski, fearing that someone from the Sonderkommando would discov-
er the writings [he had] always with him, began to hide the writings in the
ground so that they would be preserved. To me personally, Gradowski handed
over some of his writings, which he put inside a German canteen, to hide
them, which | buried in the ground; I can point to this place. This was in Oc-
tober or September 1944. | also know where the grenades were buried that
were made by the Sonderkommando groups that had prepared the uprising and
the escape. | can point to this place.

Question: How were the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 set up,
and how did the poisoning of persons take place there?

Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, there was one gas chamber
which was located in one of the underground rooms of the crematorium, and
was about 30 meters long. The second underground room, 50 meters long, was
used as an undressing room for the people, before the Germans took them to
the [p. 11/24] gas chamber.

In order to pour Zyklon into the chamber, four square openings were ar-
ranged on the roof of the chamber in the manner of a chessboard, above which
stood a low square chimney, about 30 cm high, which was covered by a layer
of felt and a heavy removable concrete lid. Beneath these openings,®® in the
gas chamber, false columns were installed resembling the real ones present
there. These false columns were internally empty, and their walls were made
of iron plate [H3 nucToBoro kemesa: iz listovogo zheleza] with perforations,
like the common grates that covered the ventilation openings. In the gas
chamber, there were also false showers — shower devices [showerheads] —
which were used to deceive people entering the gas chamber, so that it would
appear to the people that they were really going to bathe there. Ventilation
was provided in the gas chamber. The entrance door could be closed hermeti-
cally. If necessary, the gas chambers were heated with transportable coke
burners [BbIHOCHBIMH KOKCOBBI >kapoBHsMH, Vynosnymi koksovy zharov-
nyami].

The poisoning of the people who had arrived at the crematorium took place
in the following way: from the undressing room, the naked people were
crowded very tightly into the chamber, because dogs were set upon them.
When the entire gas chamber was tightly packed with people, the door was
closed hermetically, and for a few minutes the ventilators sucked the air out of
the chamber. Then the fans were turned off, and an SS man opened the box

92 Singular in the original text.
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with Zyklon, climbed onto the roof, moved the lid of the opening described
above, and poured Zyklon into the chamber through the opening.

After about 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration®® ventilators were started,
the poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was opened.

Since there were so many people in the gas chamber [p. 12/25], their bod-
ies remained upright after the poisoning, because there was no place to fall,
i.e., the bodies were tightly packed together.

Question: Tell how the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 were set
up, and how the process of poisoning people took place there.

Answer: In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there was an annex construction about
20 meters long. Inside, this construction was divided by walls into three parts,
each of which was a gas chamber. In order to pour the Zyklon, on the outer
walls of the gas chambers, at a height of about 2 meters, were arranged hatch-
es with grilles [moku ¢ pemorkamu, lyuki s reshyotkami], which could be
closed hermetically with covers. In each gas chamber, there were two doors
that could be closed hermetically. Adjacent to the gas chambers, through a
corridor, was the undressing room, the size of which was equal to the area® of
all three gas chambers [together], i.e., 12 x 20 meters. Depending on the num-
ber of those who entered, they were poisoned simultaneously in two, three
chambers. The process of poisoning people was carried out in a similar way as
in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2-3. The difference was only that the
SS poured Zyklon through the aforementioned hatches in the wall, not through
the roof as in Crematoria 2-3. Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria
Nos. 4-5, there was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers
was done by opening the doors and [window] openings. After poisoning, the
corpses could be taken away in two directions: they were either deposited in
the undressing room or, as was done for some time in Crematorium No. 5,
they were taken through the outer doors into the crematorium courtyard,
where they were burned on pyres. When the undressing room was full of
corpses and another [p. 13/26] group of people arrived at that time, they were
undressed [sic] in the courtyard of the crematorium, and then poisoned in the
gas chambers in the usual manner.

Question: Do you know when Crematorium No. 1 stopped working?

Answer: Crematorium No. 1 was closed down, and cremation stopped in
March 1943.

Question: For how long was each of Crematoria Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 used?

Answer: Crematorium No. 2 was put into operation in March 1943, on the
very day of the arrival of the first transport of people from Krakow /Poland/,
and was used up to and including October 1944; in November 1944, the Ger-
mans started demolishing the crematorium.

% Literally, “of influx-suction.”
% Literally: room, locality.
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Crematorium No. 3 was put into operation in April 1943, and was used up
to and including October 1944; its demolition began in November 1944.

Crematorium No. 4 was put into operation at the end of March 1943, and
was used up to and including August 1944; a part of it burned down at the be-
ginning of October 1944, [and] in October 1944 — but it may have been No-
vember 1944 — | do not remember exactly, its demolition began.

Question: How many Sonderkommando workers were employed in the
crematorium, how was the work distributed among them, and how many shifts
were there?

Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, 60 camp inmates, who had
been assigned to the Sonderkommando, normally worked in each shift. A shift
worked for 12 hours. In 24 hours, there were two shifts. These 60 workers in
Crematoria Nos. 2-3 were assigned to perform certain work as follows:

1. Collecting the stuff left in the undressing room, loading it onto cars

[trucks] and [p. 14/27] tidying up the room: 15 men.

2. Removing the bodies from the room and transporting them to the freight
elevator: 15 men.

Placing [the bodies] on the freight elevator: 2 men.

Barbers / cutting the hair of the women’s corpses: 4 men.

Dentists / extraction gold teeth from corpses: 2 men.

Operating the gasifiers: 2 men.

Operating the freight elevator for the corpses: 2 men.

Picking up the corpses from the freight elevator: 2 men.

9. Moving the corpses to the muffles: 2 men.

10. Loading the muffles, two groups of 5 men: 10 men.

11. Helpers of the overseer: 4 men.

In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, 20 persons worked in one shift. For all four crem-
atoria, there were also three goldsmiths who melted down the gold teeth from
the corpses.

| cannot state anything else; the report in my own words was transcribed
exactly, was read to me, and I signed it. Signature.

The interrogation was carried out in the presence of the interpreter, former
Auschwitz camp inmate Dr. Steinberg, who was advised of the responsibility
for false translations. The translation was performed from Polish to Russian.

The translator: signature

Interrogated by: the Military Investigative Judge of the Guard, Captain of
[Military] Justice Levin.

In good faith, Military Investigative Judge of the Guard, Captain of [Mili-
tary] Justice Levin.

O N kAW
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2.2. Statement to the Investigating Judge Jan Sehn (10-11 May
1945)%

[p. 1/102] Protocol

Auschwitz, 10 and 11 May 1945. The investigating judge of the Krakow Dis-
trict, Jan Sehn, member of the Commission of Inquiry into German-Hitlerite
Crimes in O$wigcim, at the initiative and in the presence of the Member of
this Commission Deputy Prosecutor of the Krakow District Court Edward
Pechalski, and with the participation of the expert Dr. Jan Zygmunt Robel, in
accordance with Section 254 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, questioned
as a witness the former inmate no. 80359 of the German concentration camp
in Auschwitz, who stated the following:

My name is Szlama Dragon, born on 19 March 1920 in Zeromin, Sierpc
District, son of Daniel and Malka Beckerman, both deceased, unmarried, tai-
lor, of Mosaic religion, Polish nationality and Polish citizenship, residing be-
fore arrest in Zeromin, Biezunska Street No. 16, now I will probably settle in
Zeromin, Mlawska 10.

I arrived in O$wigcim on 7 December 1942 by train, in a transport of 2,500
Jews of different genders and ages from the Mtawa Ghetto. At the station, this
transport was received by Lagerflihrer Plage [Ludwig Plagge, SS Oberschar-
fuhrer], Raportfuhrer Palitsch [Rapportfuhrer Palitzsch] and Camp Physician
Mengele. Already at the station, they carried out the selection, separating the
women and children into one group, the men into another. From the group of
men, 400 persons were selected. | was also in this group. The 400 of us were
taken on foot to Brzezinka [Birkenau]. The rest, i.e., all the women and chil-
dren and the men who were not part of our group, were taken by cars [autami]
in an unknown direction, however, outside the camp. Our group was housed in
Block 3 of that camp section, which was later turned into a women’s camp.
Then, | was transferred in succession to Block 22, to the old “Sauna,” and to
Block 14 of this same camp sector. On 9 December 1942, in the evening,
Moll, Plage, Palitsch and Siwy,* as well as Arbeitseinsatz[fiihrer] Mikus®’
came to Block 14. Moll declared that he was going to make a selection of
workers [p. 2/103] for a rubber factory. Each of us approached him, Moll
asked him his profession, observed him carefully; if he was healthy and
strong, he assigned him to this group who, according to his statements, were
to go to work in the rubber factory. My brother and | declared that we were

% AGK, NTN 93, Héss Trial, Vol. 1, pp. 102-114. See Document 8. The deposition is accompanied
by 4 drawings: 1) Sketch of “Bunker 1”; 2) Sketch of “Bunker 2”; 3) Sketch of the position of
“Bunker 2”; 4) Sketch of Crematorium 4. See Documents 9-12.

% Probably SS Unterscharfihrer Friedrich Stiewitz.

97 Jbzef Mikusz, Inmate No. 7794, who testified at the 151st Session of the Frankfurt Auschwitz
Trial on 26 April 1965, where he confirmed having worked in the camp’s labor-deployment de-
partment.
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tailors by profession, and [we] were also assigned to this group established
then by Moll and his comrades.

On the morning of the next day, i.e., 10 December 1942, immediately after
all of the Kommandos [komando] had left for work, Moll came to Block 14
and ordered: “Sonderkommando raus [outside].” From this we learned that we
were part of a certain “Sonderkommando,” and not of the Kommando assigned
to the rubber factory. We did not realize what that Sonderkommando was, be-
cause no one had explained it to us. On Moll’s orders, we presented ourselves
in front of the block, where SS men surrounded us and led us out of the camp
in two groups of 100 people. We were taken to a forest, where there was a
masonry cottage [chafupa], covered by a thatched roof. The windows were
bricked up. On the door leading into this house was fixed a sheet-metal plate
with the inscription “Hochspannung — Lebensgefahr” [High Voltage — Danger
of Death]. Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 me-
ters from that little house. On the other side there were 4 pits, with dimensions
of 30 meters long, 7 meters wide and 3 meters deep. The edges of these pits
were sooty and burned. We were lined up in front of the house; Moll came
over and told us that we would work there cremating old and lice-infested
people; as for us, we would be fed; at night we would be taken back to the
camp, and we would have to work, because otherwise those who did not want
to work would be beaten and would be left to the [= mistreated with] sticks
and dogs. The SS men who were escorting us actually had dogs. Then we
were divided into various groups. I, along with 11 others, was assigned to the
group that, as it turned out later, had to extract the corpses from that little
house. All 12 of us were fitted with [gas] masks and led to the door of the cot-
tage. Moll opened this door, and only then did we see that in this small house
lay naked corpses of people of various ages and both genders. Moll ordered us
to transport these corpses from inside the house to the courtyard in front of the
door. We began to work in this manner, four of us carrying one corpse. This
irritated Moll, [who] rolled up his sleeves and threw a corpse in front of the
door into the courtyard. When we declared in spite of this lesson that we could
not manage to work like this, he divided us up into groups of two. As the
corpses were lying in the courtyard, a dentist, assisted by an SS man, pulled
out the [gold] teeth, a barber — supervised by an SS man — cut the hair,
[p. 3/104] then another group loaded the corpses onto carts [na wozki /rollwa-
gen/[sic]. These carts were placed on narrow rails [a narrow-gauge track] that
went all the way to the edge of the pits. These rails ran between two pits. An-
other group was engaged in preparing the pits to burn the corpses. At the bot-
tom of the pits, they first placed large [pieces of] wood, then smaller and
smaller wood [pieces] in a crisscross pattern, and finally dry branches. Anoth-
er group picked up the corpses brought in on carts at the edge of the pits, and
threw them into the pits. When all the corpses had been transported from the
cottage to the pits, Moll sprayed these corpses with petroleum at the four cor-
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ners of the pit, set fire to a rubber comb and threw it into an oil-soaked spot.
The fire flared up and the corpses burned. While Moll lit [the pyre], we stood
in front of the house and watched carefully. After all the corpses had been re-
moved from the house, we had to clean it thoroughly, wash the floor with wa-
ter, then sprinkle it with sawdust and whitewash the walls. This house inside
was divided by cross walls into four rooms. One [the first], which could hold
1,200 undressed people, in the second one 700 people entered, in the third
400, and in the fourth 200-250. In the first room, the largest one, there were
two small windows in the wall. The other three had one small window each.
These windows were closed by wooden shutters. Each room had a separate
entrance. On the entrance door was posted a sign, which | mentioned earlier,
with the inscription “Hochspannung — Lebensgefahr”. This inscription was
only visible when the entrance door was closed. When the door was open, this
inscription could not be seen, but one could see the second inscription “Zum
baden [sic]” [To the bathroom]. Those gassed [sic] who were inside the
chamber could see another inscription placed on the exit door of the chamber.
This sign read “Zur Desinfektion” [To Disinfection]. Behind the door on
which this last inscription could be seen, there was of course no disinfection,
because it was the exit door of the chamber through which we carried the
corpses to the yard. Each chamber had a separate exit door. The chamber | de-
scribed was accurately drawn on the basis of my statements by Engineer
Nosal, from Oswiecim. This chamber was called Bunker No. 2 [Komore te
nazywano Bunkrem nr. 2].

Apart from it, at a distance of about half a kilometer, there was another
chamber that was called Bunker No. 1 [druga komora, oznaczona jako bunker
nr. 1]. It was also a brick house, but it consisted of only two chambers, which
together could hold less than 2,000 undressed people. These rooms had only
an entrance door and a small window each [po jednym okienku]. In the vicini-
ty of Bunker 1 was a small barn and 2 barracks. The pits were located far
away, and tracks for carts led to them.

In the evening of the first day, after the end of work, we were brought back
to the camp. We were not placed in Block 14, from [p. 4/105] which we had
been sent to work, but in Block 2. This block also included the other group,
which, as it turned out, had been working that day in Bunker No. 1. This block
was enclosed and surrounded by a wall to isolate it from the other blocks. We
were not allowed to communicate with the inmates in another block.

Not the entire Kommando was used for gassing the people. The gassing
took place mainly at night. At that time, about 20 people from our Kommando
were chosen to help with this work. As a rule, in fact, the gassing was carried
out by the SS themselves. This was done in the following way: people were
brought to the barracks by truck [samochodami, vehicles]. We, who had been
assigned to assist, helped the sick to get off the vehicles and undress in the
barracks. In fact, everyone who had been brought [there] undressed in the bar-
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racks. The barracks and the space between the barracks and the chamber were
surrounded by SS men with dogs. The people, after undressing, went naked
from the barracks to the chamber. The SS men standing by the front door
pushed them in with clubs. When the chamber was full of people, the SS
closed the door, and Mengele ordered his aide, Rottenfiihrer Scheinmetz, to
begin the gassing. He said, “Scheinmetz mach das fertig” [Scheinmetz, finish
the job]. Then Scheinmetz took a gas can, a hammer and a special knife out of
the Red-Cross car, which followed every transport of inmates destined for
gassing, put on the [gas] mask, opened the can with the help of the knife and
the hammer, poured its contents into the chamber through the small window.
Then he closed the window and took the can, hammer, knife and mask back to
the car. The Germans among themselves called this car “Sanker.”® | myself
heard Mengele several times ask his aide: “Ist der Sanker da?” [Is the Sanker
here?]. After this, Mengele and the adjutant left in the medical car, and we
were driven back to the block.

I do not know how it was at first, but later, after such a night-time gassing
had been carried out, SS guards remained at the bunker and especially at the
barracks. In fact, it happened that, when such a bunker was left unguarded un-
til the morning, the crates with the gold teeth, which were kept in the barracks
together with other things, had been stolen. The corpses of the gassed persons
lay in the bunker until morning, when the Kommando arrived and burned
them. The course of the cremation was like the one | described in [connection
with] my first day of work in Bunker No. 2. The next day, a special Komman-
do took away the things left in the barracks from those gassed, sorted them,
and transported them to the Effektenkammer [personal-effects warehouse] in
Oswigcim. We emptied the ash pits generally about 48 hours after cremation.
In the ashes, there were remnants of bones; you could see [p. 5/106] skulls,
knees, and long bones. We threw the ashes with shovels over the edge of the
pit; cars [trucks] arrived on which the ashes were loaded and taken to the Riv-
er Sota [River]. We were also employed to unload the ashes from the cars at
the River Sota. Of course, this was done under the supervision of the SS. We
had to cover the ground between the car and the water with tarpaulins so that
no ashes would fall on the ground. The SS ordered us to throw the ashes into
the water so that they were swept away by the current and did not settle to the
bottom. After unloading the vehicle, we shook the dust off the tarpaulin into
the water, and carefully swept the entire unloading site with brooms.

When the chamber was opened, the corpses of those gassed lay mostly
sprawled out. When they were crowded together, they were lying on top of
each other, leaning against one other, some of them standing upright with their
trunks inclined. In very many cases, | saw white drool on the mouths of the
gassed people. In the chamber, after the opening, it was very hot, and you

% Sanka, Sanitats-Kastenwagen.



64 C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1

could feel the gas; it was suffocating, and it was sweet in the mouth, pleasant.
The gas cans were made of metal, with a yellow label. They were the same as
those used later in the crematorium. In the two bunkers, first of all, people
who arrived with transports from Poland were gassed as well as Lithuanians,
Frenchmen and Jews from Berlin. Bunker No. 1 was already completely de-
molished in 1943. After the construction of the crematorium called No. 2 in
Brzezinka, the barracks at Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the pits were
filled in. The bunker itself was maintained until the end, and after a very long
pause, it was used again for the gassing of the Hungarian Jews. Then new bar-
racks were built and [more] pits were dug. At that time, they worked in two
shifts in this bunker, meaning day and night. I myself worked there two days, |
think. During this period, we pulled the corpses out of the bunker chambers
shortly after the gassing had ended, so that it also happened that, when we en-
tered the chambers, we could still hear moans, especially when we grabbed a
corpse by the hands and pulled it out of the chambers. Once we found a living
child in the chamber. The child’s head was also wrapped in a pillow. When
we moved the pillow away, it turned out that the child had its eyes open and
gave the impression of being alive. We took this child along with the pillow to
Moll, telling him that the child was alive. Moll snatched it from us [grabbing
it] by the arm, took it to the edge of a pit, laid it on the ground, put his heel on
its neck, and then threw it into the fire. | saw this whole scene with my own
eyes and noticed that, at the moment when Moll put [the boot] on the child’s
neck, the child moved its arms. The whole time, this child did not cry out; |
cannot say whether it was breathing, because | did not examine it, however
[p. 6/107] it struck us that it looked different from the lifeless corpses.

The capacity of Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 was about 4,000 people. Bunker No.
2 could hold over 2,000 people in all of its gas chambers at the same time,
Bunker No. 1 less than 2,000.

In 1943, we were transferred from the Women’s Camp to the Blld Camp,
and housed there first in Block 13, then in Block 11. In the fall of the same
year, | was again employed in the Sonderkommando. In between my work at
the bunkers [and his reassignment to the Sonderkommando] | was employed in
the Abbruchkommando [Demolition Squad].

I worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned
to work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time
the furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation [piece kremato-
rium nr. V, nie byly jeszcze wowczas czynne]. This crematorium was not put
into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian Jews began to
arrive. The work in the crematorium was directed by Moll; Kommandofihrer
Gorger®® carried out his orders; another Kommandofiihrer was Eckhardt;'% the

9SS Unterscharfiihrer Johann Gorges.
100 S Unterscharfiithrer Josef Eckhardt.
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SS [men] Kurzschluss™ and Gutas™ stood guard. This crematorium was
built identically to Crematorium IV. These two crematoria had 4 furnaces on
two sides. Three corpses were placed in each furnace. Undressing rooms and
gassing chambers /bunkry [bunker]/ were located at ground level. In these
crematoria, the gassing itself took place as in Bunkers No. 1 and 2. The per-
sons were brought to these crematoria by automobiles [trucks], and later, after
the activation of the railway branch line to Brzezinka, they were also taken on
foot from the railway ramp to Crematoria IV and V. They arrived, entered the
undressing room, Gorger pushed them forward telling them, “Do it faster, be-
cause food and coffee will get cold.” People were in fact asking for water.
Gorger replied to them that the water was cold, they could not drink it, so that
they would hurry, and, when they came out of the bathroom, they would re-
ceive tea, which was ready for them. When everyone was now in the undress-
ing room, Moll stood on a bench and gave a speech to the people assembled.
He told them that they would go to the camp, where the strong would be sent
to work, the sick and the women would remain in the blocks. At the same
time, he pointed to the buildings in Brzezinka and said that, before entering
the camp, everyone had to bathe, because otherwise the camp authorities
would not let them in. When everyone had undressed, they were pushed naked
into the gas chamber. At first, there were 3 gas chambers, but later a fourth
was installed. The first could hold 1,500, the second 800, the third 600, and
the fourth 150 people. From the undressing room, people passed into the
rooms through a narrow corridor. The rooms were marked “Zur Desinfektion”
[To Disinfection]. When the room was full, the door was closed. This was
done by the SS guards, very often Moll personally. Then, Mengele gave the
order to Scheinmetz, who, as in the bunkers, went to the Red-Cross vehicle,
took out the gas [p. 7/108] can, opened it and poured its contents into the
chamber through a small window in the side wall. This little window was
quite high, so that he reached it [by climbing] up a [step] ladder. And here,
too, as at the bunkers, he did it with a mask. After a while, Mengele an-
nounced that the people were no longer alive, saying: “Es ist schon fertig” [It
is already done], and he left in the Red-Cross car together with Scheinmetz.
Then Moll opened the door to the gas chamber, we put on our masks, and
dragged the corpses from the individual chambers through a small corridor in-
to the undressing room, and through the undressing room and the next small
corridor to the furnaces. In the first corridor, which was next to the entrance
door, the barbers cut the hair, in the second corridor the dentists pulled out the
[gold] teeth. In front of the furnaces, we put the corpses on metal stretchers,
which we then introduced into the furnace on rollers installed at the furnace

101 Documentally unknown individual; Tauber called him “Kurschuss” (statement of 24 May 1945, p.
21/142; see earlier).
192 Individual mentioned only by Dragon (and, belatedly, by Filip Miiller).
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doors. We placed the corpses on the stretchers in this way: when the first one
lay with its head forward, we placed the second one with its head back. In
each furnace we loaded three corpses. When we loaded the third corpse, those
[the two corpses] introduced earlier were already burning. | saw that the arms
of these corpses rose, then the legs rose. Besides, we were proceeding very
quickly, and I could not accurately observe the entire burning process. We had
to hurry, because if the extremities of these already burning corpses rose
strongly, we had difficulties getting the third corpse into the furnace
[=muffle]. We used the stretchers in this way: two inmates lifted the stretcher,
one by the end farther from the furnace, the other by the end that entered the
furnace first. After the stretcher was introduced, one of the inmates held the
corpse in place with a long poker, we called it a hoe [gracq], forked at the end,
and two other [inmates] pulled the stretcher out from underneath the corpse.
After loading the furnace, we closed the door and loaded the next furnace. The
cremation took 15-20 minutes. After that time, we opened the doors of the
furnaces and introduced more corpses.

During the period when the Hungarian transports arrived, we worked at
Crematorium V in two shifts. The day shift from 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, the
night shift from 6:30 pm to 6:30 am the next day. This work lasted 3 months.
However, as the crematoria were not very productive, pits were dug next to
Crematorium V for the cremation of the gassed Hungarians. There were 3
larger and 2 smaller pits. The burning process in the pits at Crematorium V
was the same as at Bunkers 1 and 2. Also here, Moll was the one who set fire
to the corpses. The ashes were extracted from the pits in the same way as at
the bunkers, crushed into powder with special tampers, and brought to the
River Sota. The ashes from the crematorium were at first buried in pits dug for
this purpose. Then, however, at the beginning of the Russian offensive, Hoss
[Hoss] ordered the cremation ashes to be extracted from these pits and
[p. 8/109] to be taken to the Sola as well.

Due to scheduling conflicts, the questioning of the witness was interrupted
on 1l May 1945 at 5 p.m.

The Witness

Szlama Dragon
The Prosecutor The Expert The Judge
Edward Pechalski Dr. Jan Zygmunt Robel Jan Sehn
The Registrar
Krystyna Szymanska

17 May 1945 in Oswigcim. The witness Szlama Dragon /[already] known in
the proceedings/ continues to state the following.
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The chambers of Crematorium No. 5 used for gassing were about 2.5 me-
ters high. Anyway, with my arm raised high, 1 could not touch the ceiling.
From the top of the door to the ceiling, there was still 70 cm. An adult man of
average height could reach with his arm raised to the lower edge of the open-
ing of the small window through which the contents of a Cyklon can were
poured into the chamber. Scheinmetz, however, had a special ladder on which
he stood when pouring the Cyklon into the chamber. Other SS men, whose
surnames | do not know, also performed this operation at various times. |
know Scheinmetz’s surname from the fact that he had initially been Komman-
dofuhrer of our Sonderkommando. | do not know his first name. He was a
man of medium height, shorter than me, blond, I think he was about 26 years
old. He always had at [his] service girls from Slovakia. | don’t know whether
he spoke to them in Slovak or in German. The head of Crematoria IV and V
and Bunker No. 2 was Hauptscharfliihrer Moll. He was a man of medium
height, with a strong body build, blond, combed with a part. | believe he was
about 37 years old. His wife and two children /a son about 10 years old and a
younger daughter about 7 years old/ lived in Oswigcim. Lagerarzt Mengele
very often witnessed the gassing. He was a man of my height, I think he was
about 40 years old, with brown hair. He always arrived in the medical car car-
rying the Cyklon and, like the other inmates employed in the Sonderkomman-
do, | saw that during the gassing of the people he stood by the door [p. 9/110]
leading to the gas chamber. This door was equipped with a peephole. When
the gassing was over, the door was opened on Mengele’s order. When the
bodies were removed from the chamber, Mengele was already gone, because
he left immediately after ascertaining that the victims had been gassed, and
giving the order to open the gas-chamber door. He drove away in this same
medical car. | never saw Mengele examine the people who were going to the
gas chamber or observe or examine the bodies of the gassed victims.

At the beginning of May 1944, the gassing and cremation of Hungarian
Jewish transports began in Crematorium V. The gassed bodies of some of the
first transports were cremated in the furnaces of Crematorium 1V, because the
chimneys of Crematorium V were damaged at the time. Eventually, the Hun-
garian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose near the building of
Crematorium No. V. Five pits were dug there, 25 meters long, 6 meters wide
and 3 meters deep. About 5,000 people were burned in the pits every day.
However, since [more and] more Hungarian Jews were arriving by transport,
Bunker No. 2 was put back into operation, and people were gassed and burned
there. I do not know how many people were burned every day at this bunker,
because during the period in which the Hungarian Jews were cremated there, |
was not working at Bunker No. 2. Both the Sonderkommando working in
Crematorium V and the Sonderkommando working in Bunker No. 2 worked in
two shifts: day and night. This work lasted for the months of May and June.
Based on my observations, | calculate that approximately 300,000 Hungarian
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Jews were cremated in Crematorium No. V during these two months. These
people were driven to Crematorium V on foot, directly from the Brzezinka un-
loading ramp. Among them were men, women and children of all ages. When
these transports arrived in the crematorium area, we were locked up in two
small rooms specifically designated for this. It was a matter of not letting us
talk to these people, and not revealing to them what fate awaited them. It did
happen, however, that someone in the transport felt weak along the way. Un-
der an SS escort, we had to take him to the crematorium area. In such situa-
tions, we spoke more than once with the sick people we were accompanying.
Most of them did not know that they were going to [their] death, and when we
told them that they were going to the crematorium, they did not believe us. |
remember that in 1943, 70,000 Greek Jews were cremated in Crematoria 11-V.
I remember this figure because the Kommandofiihrer of Crematoria Il and I,
Keler [Keller], threatened us before the arrival of these transports, saying that
for us the good times were over, because within a short time, a transport [sic]
would arrive from Greece numbering 70,000 people. He told us [p. 10/111]
this because just before the gassing of these people from the Greek transports,
there had been a pause in the work of the crematoria, and we had not worked
hard. As for the other nationalities, | do not have any figures and cannot state
how many of the victims gassed and cremated at the O$wigcim Camp pertain
to individual countries and nations. | calculate the number of those gassed in
the two bunkers and four crematoria at over 4 million. This was also the opin-
ion of the other prisoners employed in the Sonderkommando. The Schreiber
[scribe] of our commando, Sauman [Salmen] Gradowski, a native of Grodno,
wrote some notes, in which, based on the information provided by the inmates
working in all the crematoria, he wrote down the number of persons gassed
and burned in the individual crematoria and described what the prisoners of
the Sonderkommando had gone through. Gradowski was shot in October 1944
during the uprising. Back then, 500 inmates of the Sonderkommando, which at
that time numbered 700 inmates, were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium
No. 11, another 100 in Crematorium No. Ill, and 500 in Crematorium No. 1V.
The diaries of this Gradowski, which were buried in the barbed-wire-fenced
area of Crematorium 11, 1 dug up [myself] and handed them over to the Soviet
commission. They were a notebook and a letter addressed to the unknown
finder. By order of the Soviet Commission, all the writings found, which had
been written in Hebrew, were translated into Russian by the inmate physician
Dr. Gordon. The Soviet commission took these materials with them. | know
that other documents and records were buried in the area belonging to Crema-
torium No. Il, and that the pits with the ashes of the corpses of the persons
cremated in this crematorium were covered with earth. One must look for
these things in front of the cremation furnaces. | cannot point to the exact
place, because after the destruction of the crematorium, the situation there
changed, the ground was leveled already during the time of the Germans, so |
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lost my orientation. I did not participate in the gassing and cremation of peo-
ple in Crematoria Nos. Il and Ill. Zisner and Mandelbaum were employed
there. Tauber worked with me, and prior to his transfer to Brzezinka, [he had
worked] also at Crematorium No. I in O$wigcim.

In the Sonderkommando that served in the two bunkers before my assign-
ment to the new Sonderkommando established in December 1942, there were
mostly Slovaks working. As | stated earlier, the Sonderkommando to which |
was assigned consisted of 200 prisoners. Within a short period of time, it grew
to 400. Later, 200 inmates of this Sonderkommando [p. 11/112] were trans-
ferred to Lublin, from where 20 Russians arrived at the Sonderkommando.
From these Russians, we learned that the 200 men transferred to Lublin had
been shot there. In 1943, 200 Greeks, and in 1944, 500 Hungarians were as-
signed to our Sonderkommando. In October 1944, 500 inmates were shot, spe-
cifically 400 in the courtyard of Crematorium No. IV, and 100 in the field
next to Crematorium No. Il. This same month, Moll selected about 200 in-
mates of the Sonderkommando, who were taken to O$wiecim and, as we were
later informed by the inmates employed in Kanada [warehouse], were gassed
in the chamber used for fumigating items in the “Kanada” warehouse. In No-
vember 1944, 100 Sonderkommando prisoners were transferred to Gross
Rosen. At least so we were told. However, they left on a punitive transport.
After all these losses, there remained little more than 100 of us in the Sonder-
kommando. Crematorium No. V was in operation until the last days of the
Germans’ stay at the camp, and was blown up with dynamite by them shortly
before their withdrawal. This took place on 20 January 1945. During the last
days, only those who died or were killed at the camp were cremated in this
crematorium. Gassings of people were no longer carried out. At this time, the
crematorium was run by 30 inmates of the Sonderkommando; the rest were
engaged in the demolition of Crematoria Il and Ill. 1 [also] worked on the
demolition.

At the end of May 1944, | was transferred together with the entire Sonder-
kommando from Block 11 of Sector Blld to Crematorium No. IV, where |
stayed until October 1944. As | stated earlier, in October 1944, approximately
700 inmates of the Sonderkommando were housed in this crematorium. As the
crematoria no longer needed so many people for service at this time, we
feared that we would all be gassed, so we decided to organize an uprising. We
had been planning it for a long time; we had contacts and liaison men with the
[outside] world; we had manufactured grenades; we had weapons and a cam-
era, and we were waiting for the beginning of the third Soviet offensive. In
fact, we thought that our action would have a chance of success only in case
of an offensive. In October, our situation seemed dangerous, so we decided
not to hesitate; we just went into action. | do not remember the exact date, it
was a Saturday, when we threw ourselves on the SS guards; 12 SS [men] were
wounded. It seems that there were deaths among them as well. At the same
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time, the inmates of the Sonderkommando quartered in Crematorium Il went
into action. In Crematorium No. Ill, the Sonderkommando was unable to start
the action. In the area [p. 12/113] of our crematorium, SS reinforcements im-
mediately arrived; a couple of companies surrounded the entire area; approx-
imately 500 inmates were shot, and the others managed to save themselves by
hiding. | hid under a pile of wood, and Tauber in the chimney ducts [w
ciggach komina] of Crematorium No. V. All of us who remained alive were
transferred and quartered in Crematorium No. I1l. We were kept alive because
at that time an investigation was carried out to uncover our entire organiza-
tion. However, they did not succeed, in spite of frequent searches of people’s
personal belongings and lodgings, because after the failure of the uprising we
buried all our materials, especially the grenades, and abandoned our conspira-
torial activities. | stayed in Crematorium Il until November 1944. Later, the
entire Sonderkommando was transferred to Camp Blld. | was in Block 13.
From October 1944 onwards, i.e., after the uprising | described, |1 worked on
the demolition of the crematoria, in particular the dismantling of Crematorium
IV. This crematorium had been burnt down during the uprising, so we only
demolished the walls. The metal parts of this crematorium were transported to
Oswiecim, where they are still in the Bauhof. The other inmates of the Sonder-
kommando were employed at this time in the demolition of Crematoria Nos. Il
and I1l. Demolition of these crematoria began in November 1944 and, as we
were told, [reusable parts] were to be transported to Gross Rosen. The metal
parts of these crematoria, the doors, ventilation systems, benches, stairs and
other parts are still at the Bauhof.

I note that in Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 as well as in Crematoria No. IV and V,
doors and window shutters of the same type were installed. They were made
of thick, heavy wood, [with boards] interlocked, with the joints lined with felt
that sealed tightly. The doors were closed with two large iron handles, which
were clamped with screws for airtightness. The doors of the bunkers did not
have peepholes for inspection. The doors leading to the gas chambers in all
crematoria /11-V/ were equipped with such peepholes. Crematoria Il and 111
had no wooden shutters, because in the gas chambers of these crematoria, the
Cyklon was poured through openings in the ceiling. These openings were
closed by concrete plates [pfytami betonowymi].

I submit schematic sketches of Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 as well as of Crema-
torium No. 1V. Crematorium No. IV was built identically and located symmet-
rically to Crematorium No. V. Please attach the submitted sketches to the pre-
sent protocol for [p. 13/114] adequate clarification and understanding of the
contents of my statements.

I remained in Block 13 of Camp BIId until the beginning of January 1945.
Then | was transferred with the entire Sonderkommando to Block 16, from
where we were sent by transport on 18 January in the direction of the Reich.
We went on foot, and in the vicinity of Pszczyna, | managed to escape from
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the transport together with Tauber. Together with me, the entire Sonderkom-
mando, i.e., over 100 people, had left Oswiecim. I do not know who of them
remained alive. In the last few days, Mosiek van Kleib, a Dutchman, returned
and left for his homeland without stopping. Among the inmates of the Sonder-
kommando who left O$wigcim were, among others, Zawek Chrzan from
Gostynin, Samuel — French, Leibel from Grodno, Lemko from Czernowy Bor,
Dawid Nencel from Rypin, Moszek and Jankel Weingarten from Poland,
Sender from Berlin, Moryc from Greece, Abraham Dragon from Zeromin,
Serge — French /Blockaltester/, Abo from Grodno, Becker Berek from Luna,
Kuzyn from Radom, and others whose names | don’t remember.

Currently I plan to settle in Zeromin and begin work in my profession. I as-
sume that my brother will also return [there], and we will work together. | am
waiting to be called for military service. After the vicissitudes at the camp, |
am completely exhausted nervously, and wish to finally return to a normal
life, get out of the camp atmosphere, and forget everything | went through in
Oswiegcim.

Read. — The protocol is hereby closed.

The Prosecutor The Witness The Judge
Edward Pechalski Szlama Dragon Jan Sehn

The Registrar
Krystyna Szymanska

2.3. Statement of 22 February 1957

On 22 February 1957, Shlomo Dragon appeared before Dr. E. Cerf, presuma-
bly a notary, to make a declaration in order to benefit from the German pro-
gram of compensations for former deportees. He wrote in the document in
question:1®

“I was completely healthy before the war.

Until my transfer to the Auschwitz Concentration Camp in 1942, | was still
completely healthy. In the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, | was forced to
work in the Demolition Squad outside the camp.

One day in early 1944, while |1 was doing forced labor, Oberscharfiihrer Moll
hit me so hard over the head with a thick stick that | fell to the ground uncon-
scious with my head bleeding. Jewish fellow prisoners then brought me back to
the camp, where | received a head bandage from a Jewish fellow inmate phy-
sician; after applying the bandage, | remained sick in the barracks for 2-3
days. Since | was afraid of being gassed, | reported back to work again despite
severe pain. Since then, | have been suffering from headaches and dizziness as
well as nausea and frequent attacks of unconsciousness. | was able to perform

103 YVA, 0.33-9397.
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my forced labor only with the help of fellow inmates. This condition lasted un-
til my liberation in 1945.
After my liberation, | went to Warsaw to look for relatives. | received private
medical treatment there ”.

As we can see, in this statement he did not mention the “bunkers” and the
Sonderkommando at all, and his reference to Moll does not fill that gap either,
since Moll cannot have been in charge of the “bunkers” or the Demolition
Squad “in early 1944,” because even according to the orthodox narrative,
Bunker 1 no longer existed at that time, Bunker 2 is said to have been reac-
tivated only in mid-May 1944, and the Demolition Squad for the crematoria
was not assembled until the end of 1944.
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3. Henryk Tauber

As Pressac has shown (1989, p. 481), there is no doubt that, as far as the de-
scription of architectural features of Crematorium Il is concerned, Tauber’s
statements are indeed fairly accurate, so that he is really a “95% reliable” wit-
ness in this regard.

This is also true for the description of the crematorium furnaces, which is
precise and detailed, but in which there is no mention of the triple-muffle fur-
naces’ fresh-air blowers'® — which is strange, because they were regularly op-
erated during the cremations, and these blowers were quite noisy, so they
could not go unnoticed — and the deaeration system of the furnace room of
Crematorium 11 (and I11).

However, in principle, this accuracy cannot be a positive criterion of the
truthfulness of Tauber’s other claims, because any novelist can set fantastic ta-
les in the 95% accurately described urban context of any city, but this certain-
ly does not make the tales truthful. Therefore, this architectural accuracy is
only one element of a witness’s reliability and thus trustworthiness. In order to
assess them properly, we must in fact examine two other, even-more-
important aspects: the technical and the historical accuracy of his statements.

In the following discussion, | refer to each of Tauber’s and Dragon’s depo-
sitions by a letter followed by the original document’s page number, where P
stands for the Polish deposition and S for the Soviet deposition. Tauber’s
statement to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow and Dragon’s
statement in his application for compensation are brief and therefore not re-
ferred to by a page number.

3.1. Cremation Furnaces and the Cremation Process9®
3.1.1. Muffle Dimensions

“The doors were smaller than the entrance openings of the muffle; the muffle
itself was about 2 meters long, 80 centimeters wide and about 1 meter high.”
(P12)
This refers to the triple-muffle furnace, in which the muffles were 70 cm wide,
80 cm high and 210 cm long. The muffles were closed at the front by metal
frames to which were hinged introduction doors (Einflihrungstiiren) measur-

104 Each furnace was equipped with its own blower No. 275 (diameter of the outlet pipe in mm); for
two furnaces it was placed on their right side, for the other three on the left side.

195 For this subchapter, | refer as general reference texts to my studies Mattogno/Deana; Mattogno
2020; Mattogno 2021a.
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ing 60 cm x 60 cm. The size of this introduction opening, as | will explain in
Point 3.1.3., was of decisive importance for the loading of the furnace.

3.1.2. Muffle Temperature

In his Soviet deposition, Tauber states that the temperature of the muffles of
the double-muffle furnaces in Crematorium | ranged between 1,200 and
1,500°C (S3). This is technical nonsense. According to the relevant Topf op-
erating instructions, the temperature was not to exceed 1,100°C in the double-
muffle furnaces, and 1,000° in the triple-muffle furnaces. These limits were
related to the thermal load of the furnaces, and depended on the weight and
quality of the refractories used. At temperatures above 1,100-1,200°C, the
phenomenon of sintering also occurred, i.e., the melting and fusing of refrac-
tory material with the bones of corpses.

With reference to the triple-muffle furnaces of Crematorium II, Tauber
stated in the Polish deposition that the muffles reached temperatures of 1,000-
1,200°C. This is not only exaggerated, but also contradictory. In fact, Tauber
says that the furnaces, after several cremations, “were brought to red heat”
(P21) and then praises the admirable capabilities of a “furnace thus brought to
red heat” (P21) But in Topf’s service instructions for the double- and triple-
muffle furnaces, it states in this regard (see Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, p. 265):

“Once the incineration chamber shows a satisfactory red glow (about 800°C),
the corpses can be introduced successively into the two chambers.”

The red color (called incipient cherry red) corresponds therefore to 800°C,
which therefore represented the maximum temperature of the muffles also for
Tauber. At higher temperatures, the color of the refractory masonry is very
different; John D. DeHaan presents the following correspondences between
color and temperature (DeHaan, p. 2):

bright cherry red: 800-1,000°C

orange: 1,000-1,200°C
bright yellow: 1,200-1,400°C
white: 1,400-1,600°C

3.1.3. Muffle-Loading System
At this point | will only address the procedure of introducing bodies into the
muffles. This requires some preliminary explanations.

Welded under the introduction doors of the triple-muffle furnaces was a
round fastening rod (Befestigungs-Eisen) on which a frame pivoted to which
the guide rollers'® for the coffin-introduction cart (Sargeinfiihrungswagen)
were secured. The frame could slide horizontally on the fastening rod, so it
served all three furnace muffles; it could also be tilted, i.e., lowered and

106 These wheels are called “Fuhrungsrollen,” guide rollers, “Laufrollen, ” sheaves, or “Einfihrrol-
len,” introduction rollers.
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raised. When it was raised, the two rollers came to rest on the height of the
muffle-door base, 9 cm above the plane of the muffle grate. The double-muf-
fle furnaces also had such a frame, except that each muffle had its own frame
with a pair of rollers.

The loading system described by Tauber is basically correct (P3). The
corpse-introduction device (Leicheneinfihrungs-Vorrichtung) consisted of a
coffin-introduction cart (Sargeinflihrungswagen) that moved on a set of rails
(Laufschienen). At its top, it had a movable cart of semi-cylindrical shape
(Verschiebewagen) that slid along the top of the introduction cart. The front
part of the coffin-introduction cart was equipped with a metal stretcher about
270 mm long, on which the corpse was placed and which was introduced into
the muffle. The stretcher consisted of a horizontal wrought-iron slab, about 40
cm wide, and two vertical iron bands welded to it laterally, so the assembly
formed this shape in cross section: ———4 . The two upper edges of these
side rails prevented the corpse from falling off the side of the stretcher when
the cart moved, while the lower ones ran on a pair of guide rollers. Due to the
height of the rollers and the side rails, the surface of the stretcher on which the
corpse was placed was about 12 cm above the surface of the muffle grates.
Because of the narrow width of the stretcher, only one corpse could be loaded
on it; any other corpses would have had to be stacked on top of it.

In another study, | examined this issue in great detail with the help of pho-
tographs of the Topf double- and triple-muffle cremation furnaces (as still pre-
sent in the former Mauthausen and Buchenwald Camps), and | demonstrated
visually that a maximum of two emaciated bodies (thickness: 18 cm each)
could be loaded onto the stretcher.!%’

3.1.4. Muffle Loads and Duration of a Cremation

The actual capacity of the Auschwitz-Birkenau crematoria was one corpse in
one hour in one muffle (Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 314-353), thus within 21
hours of operation:

— Crematorium I: 21 hours x 6 muffles = 126 corpses per day
— Crematorium 1I: 21 hours x 15 muffles = 315 corpses per day
— Crematorium I11: 21 hours x 15 muffles = 315 corpses per day

— Crematorium 1V: 21 hours x 8 muffles = 168 corpses per day
— Crematorium V: 21 hours x 8 muffles = 168 corpses per day
Total capacity: 1,092 per day; capacity of Birkenau: 966 per day.
The possible simultaneous cremation of several corpses together would on-
ly have prolonged the cremation correspondingly, and the possible presence of
children’s bodies might have increased the cremation capacity by a factor of

107 Mattogno 2020, Chapter 12, “Le cremazioni multiple: il sistema di caricamento delle muffole,”
pp. 101-106, and Docs. 25-29 & 36, pp. 255-259, 263.
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1.16, which would result in an adjusted capacity to 365 corpses for each of

Crematoria Il and 111, and 195 for each of Crematoria IV and V, in total 1,120.
Tauber stated in his Soviet testimony that the cremation capacity of the

various types of furnaces was as follows:

— double-muffle furnace: 5 corpses per muffle in 90 minutes (S3)

— triple-muffle furnace: 4-5 corpses per muffle in 20-25 minutes (S5)

— 8-muffle furnace: 4-5 corpses per muffle in 35 minutes (S6)

This data results in the following average cremation capacities over 21 hours

per day of actual furnace operation:

— double-muffle furnace: 126 corpses per day, hence:

— Crematorium I; 378 corpses per day
— triple-muffle furnace: 756 corpses per day, hence:

— Crematorium II/111: 3,780 corpses per day each; total 7,560 corpses per day
— 8-muffle furnace: 1,296 corpses per day, hence:

— Crematorium IV/V: 1,296 corpses per day each; total 2,592 corpses per day

Therefore, the total cremation capacity claimed by Tauber for all Auschwitz
and Birkenau crematoria was 10,152 corpses per day, which is nine times
greater than the actual capacity.

In his Polish testimony, Tauber confirmed that, as a rule, in the furnaces of
Crematorium |1, 4-5 corpses were cremated at a time per muffle, but he ex-
plained (P14):

“With continuous operation, the crematorium cremated two loads per hour.

According to regulations, we had to load new bodies into the muffles every

half hour. Oberkapo August explained to us that, according to the calculations

and plans of the crematorium, the cremation of a corpse in a muffle took 5-7

minutes. At the beginning, he did not allow us to load more than three corpses.

With such a pace, we had to work non-stop, because after loading the last muf-

fle [the load of] the first one was already burned. In order to have a break in

the work, we loaded 4-5 corpses into each muffle. The cremation of such a

load took longer, so after loading the last muffle, we had a few minutes of rest

while the load of the first muffle burned [out].”

Tauber also states that on average 2,500 corpses were cremated per day in
Crematorium Il (P18). The load of 4-5 corpses per muffle referred to adult
bodies, because when there were children’s bodies, the load was different: 2
adults and 5-6 children (P20f.).

I note first of all that these data are contradictory. Since on average 2,500
corpses are said to have been cremated per day (21 hours) in Crematorium II,
the cremation duration of a load of 4-5 corpses would have been on average
[2,500/day + (4.5 corpses x 15 muffles) =] about 37 minutes, not 20-25 min-
utes.

The presence of only two stretchers and two groups of inmates is further-
more irrational, because in order to speed up the loading process, five stretch-
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ers and five groups of inmates would have been needed, one for each furnace.
This would have allowed all five furnaces to be loaded simultaneously.

The “new” loading system consisted in introducing first two corpses into a
muffle, then two more. From what Tauber says, the second loading immedi-
ately followed the previous one, and it had to be carried out before the arms
and legs of the corpses of the first pair rose from the heat (P20), i.e., when the
corpses were more or less still intact. But loading two more corpses into a
muffle already containing two other corpses would have been practically im-
possible for lack of space inside the muffle.

Finally, the loading system described by Tauber clashes with another mate-
rial impossibility. The basement (Kellergeschoss) of Crematorium Il, where
the alleged homicidal gas chamber was located, was connected to the first
floor (Erdgeschoss), where the furnace room was located, by a temporary
freight elevator. Pressac published the design of the freight elevator for Crem-
atorium 111 made by the Gustav Lenz Company of Erfurt.'®® This freight eleva-
tor measured 1.25 m x 2.1 m and had a capacity of 750 kg, i.e., at most, 12-13
corpses weighing 60 kg each.'® In Crematorium I, however, merely a tempo-
rary freight elevator was installed between 26 January and 13 March 1943,
built by the Central Construction Office’s metalworking shop (Schlosserei)
with a capacity of only 300 kg,*° i.e., a maximum of just five corpses. The
device, as shown in a photograph published by Pressac, was very rudimentary
(Pressac 1989, p. 488; see Document 13).

I have dealt with this issue extensively in another study (Mattogno 2019,
pp. 47-51), where | assumed an average duration of five minutes for each
body transport (loading, ascent trip, unloading, and descent trip). According to
Tauber, there were four inmates assigned to the freight elevator, two for load-
ing and two for unloading, who worked in a 12-hour shift (S8f.). If we assume
that each transport lasted five minutes, hence 12 trips per hour, these inmates
would have lifted and moved within six hours, hence in the middle of their
work shift, ([6 hrs x 12 trips/hr x 300 kg/trip] =) 21,600 kg, or 10,800 kg per
person, and the increasing fatigue would have steadily slowed down their
work pace. The duration of five minutes per elevator load is therefore proba-
bly much too optimistic. It corresponds in fact to one minute each for the ele-
vator’s up and down trip, and to four minutes for the loading and unloading of
the five bodies, that is on average just ([4 min x 60 sec/min] + 10 =) 24 sec-
onds for every act of (un)loading a body.

The average number of 2,500 cremations per day stated by Tauber implies
(2,500 bodies/day + 5 bodies/trip =) 500 round trips of the freight elevator per

108 Drawing 5037 of 25 January 1943; Pressac 1994, Doc. 25, on unpaginated page.
109 Pressac 1989, p. 475; van Pelt, pp. 470, 472.
10 Hgss Trial, Vol. 11a, pp. 82f.
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day, which would have taken (500 trips x 5 min =) 2,500 minutes, over 41
hours, hence almost two days.

The loading of the furnaces described by Tauber is therefore impossible, as
are the operations to transport the corpses to the furnaces.

Second, his claims are also technically nonsensical with regard to the dura-
tion of cremation. The duration of the cremation process of a single corpse in
the furnaces of Auschwitz-Birkenau was about one hour. The cremation ex-
periments carried out on 5 January 1927 by engineer Richard Kessler in the
coke-fired Beck-Brothers furnaces at the Dessau crematorium, allow us to fol-
low the cremation process in all its phases thanks to the technical diagrams
Kessler published.

On average, the initial cremation temperature was about 800°C, the maxi-
mum temperature at the end of the coffin’s combustion about 1000°C, the ini-
tial corpse combustion temperature about 780°C, the maximum corpse com-
bustion temperature about 900°C. As far as times are concerned, the average
duration of the coffin combustion up to the maximum heat development was
12 minutes, the average duration of the evaporation of the corpse water was
27 minutes, and finally the average duration of the combustion of the corpse
itself up to the maximum heat development was 28 minutes, while the dura-
tion of the whole process was 55 minutes.

This duration refers to the peak of the main combustion in the muffle, after
which the combustion gradually decreased in intensity until it ceased after an-
other 31 minutes: the average duration of a cremation was in fact 86 minutes.

Therefore, the duration of 5-7 minutes supposedly foreseen for a cremation
“according to the calculations and plans of the crematorium,” as Tauber put it
in his Polish deposition (P14), is simply absurd: it was not even sufficient for
the complete combustion of an ordinary coffin of seasoned wood. Only a de-
mented person or a pathetic impostor could have conceived “calculations” and
“plans” for the cremation of a corpse within 5-7 minutes.

The cremation duration that Tauber attributes to the cremation of a load of
4-5 corpses was barely enough for the evaporation of the water contained in a
single corpse. During Ing. Kessler’s experiments, this process lasted 27
minutes, but the corpse was cremated with an ordinary coffin, whose combus-
tion raised the muffle temperature to about 1000°C, thus hastening the water-
evaporation process. In the naphtha-heated Ignis-Hittenbau furnaces of the
Theresienstadt Crematorium, the vaporization of the corpse water took about
35 minutes.

In civilian crematoria, multiple cremations in the same muffle were prohib-
ited by law and were never carried out. From an experimental point of view,
what technically comes closest to the simultaneous cremation of several
corpses in one muffle is the operation of incinerators for slaughterhouses. The
most-important company in this field during the WWII era was Hans Kori of
Berlin, which produced several furnaces of this type. In the furnace with the
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highest output, the incineration of 900 kg of organic matter, equivalent to the
simultaneous cremation of 15 corpses of 60 kg in a muffle, required 13 and a
half hours, with a consumption of 300 kg of hard coal; in practice, the simul-
taneous cremation of 15 corpses of 60 kg in this furnace would have required
— in relation to one corpse — about 54 minutes and about 20 kg of hard coal. In
other words, the duration of the cremation would have been practically multi-
plied by the number of corpses loaded in the furnace, and that only if an ac-
cordingly large furnace with a larger gasifier was used for it.

This already shows in principle the double absurdity of the claim of crema-
tions of 4-5 corpses in one single-corpse muffle within 20-25 minutes, half an
hour or a little more than half an hour: first of all, let it be repeated, the crema-
tion of a single corpse lasted about an hour; secondly, a potential load of 4-5
corpses would have multiplied the duration of a single cremation by at least a
factor of 4 or 5.

The conditional is obligatory, because in reality the Topf furnaces of
Auschwitz-Birkenau were designed for the cremation of one single corpse at a
time, so that their design was incompatible with multiple cremations at once,
in this case, of 4-5 corpses in one muffle. In fact, such a procedure would have
led to two serious thermo-technical problems:

1) These corpses would have obstructed the three inter-muffle openings
that connected the side muffles to the central muffle in the triple-muffle fur-
nace or those that joined the inner muffles to the outer muffles in the 8-muffle
furnace, obstructing the passage of combustion products from the gas genera-
tor. The bodies placed on the refractory clay grate of the central muffle in the
triple-muffle furnace or the side muffles in the 8-muffle furnace would also
have obstructed the existing spaces between the grate bars, further obstructing
the passage of generator gases to enter the smoke duct. This would have de-
creased the chimney draft and the hearth draft, with a corresponding decrease
in heat availability in the muffles.

2) When cremating a corpse placed inside a coffin, the temperature of the
muffle initially rose due to the combustion of the coffin’s wood. When cre-
mating a corpse without a coffin, as was the case at Auschwitz, the tempera-
ture dropped instantly due to the evaporation of the corpse water. The im-
portance of this phenomenon can be seen from the observations of Hans Kel-
ler during his cremation experiments of a single corpse at a time with a coffin
in a Ruppmann Furnace in 1929 (Keller 1929, p. 2):

“After the introduction of the corpse, the coffin catches fire immediately and
the temperature goes up by 100-150°C. Five minutes later, it again goes down
by 100-200°C, even though the lid of the coffin has not yet burned and the
temperature of the combusted gases [coming from the gasifier] is 1,000°C and
higher. The heat provided by the combustion of the coffin and the heat sup-
plied by the combusted gases therefore do not suffice to maintain the tempera-
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ture at a high level. From this we can see how intense the evaporation [of the
corpse water] is.”

Returning to the Topf furnaces, in the initial phase of the cremation process,
the vaporization of water from several corpses in a single muffle would have
led to a drastic drop of the furnace temperature — much more than the 100-
200°C mentioned by Engineer Keller — which would have caused the tempera-
ture of the fumes to drop, with a subsequent decrease in the chimney draft.
This would have led to a decrease in the draft of the gas generator, resulting in
much less air (=oxygen) sucked through the burning coal, causing much less
heat and combustible coke gas being made available to maintain the cremation
process. The inevitable lowering of the muffle temperature to below 700-
600°C would no longer have resulted in cremation, but in a mere carboniza-
tion (charring) of the corpses.

The photograph of a corpse in a muffle after 30 minutes of cremation pub-
lished by Bohnert et al.**! shows that in practice only the limbs are burnt,
while the skull, rib cage and thoracic-abdominal cavity are still visible. The
authors describe the progress of cremation at this point as follows (tempera-
ture of 670-810°C; Bohnert et al., p. 18):

— Thorax/abdomen: thoracic and abdominal cavity exposed, organs black-
ened and shrunken
—arms: hands and distal forearms burned away
— legs: tibia and distal femur free of soft tissue.
These experimental data demonstrate that Tauber’s claim that 4-5 corpses had
already been incinerated in a muffle after 30 minutes is an absurd fairy tale.''?

3.1.5. The Cremation Process
Tauber and Dragon provide an almost identical description of the initial stage
of the cremation process:

Tauber:

“The second load to be cremated in the same muffle was loaded in the same
manner as this [first load], but with this second pair of corpses we had to hur-
ry, because the corpses loaded earlier were already burning in the meantime,
their arms and legs were rising, so that in case of a delay, we found it difficult
to load the second pair of corpses into the furnace. During the loading of this
second pair of corpses into the furnace, | had the opportunity to observe the
process of burning of the corpses. It seemed as if the corpses straightened the

111 Bohnert et al., Figure 1, p. 15. The photo is reproduced in Mattogno 2019, p. 657; reproduced to-
gether with the photo of a corpse after 40 minutes of cremation as published by Bohnert et al.:
Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 3, p. 233.

112 For an in-depth study of this issue, I refer to my study Mattogno 2020, Chapter 11, “Le cremazio-
ni multiple: durata and consumo di coke,” pp. 82-100.
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trunk of the body, that [their] hands rose up and contracted, the same thing
happened with the legs.” (P20)

Dragon:
“When we loaded the third corpse, those [the two corpses] introduced earlier
were already burning. | saw that the arms of these corpses rose, then the legs
rose. Besides, we were proceeding very quickly, and I could not accurately ob-
serve the entire burning process. We had to hurry, because if the extremities of
these already burning corpses rose strongly, we had difficulties getting the
third corpse into the furnace [=muffle].” (P7)

None of this appears in the accurate description of the various stages of cre-
mation by Bohnert et al.; they observed only a kind of contraction of the body
after about 10 minutes which they called a “pugilistic attitude” (Bohnert et al.,
p. 13). The story of the rising extremities was therefore not the result of a real
observation, but a simple fable. Apart from that, this leg-raising activity is also
physically impossible, because lifting a leg from a supine body requires quite
some strength and the coordinated use of many muscle groups in both legs and
abdomen. Many living people have great difficulty raising both legs while ly-
ing down. How, then, is a corpse supposed to do it?

3.1.6. Opening the Muffle Doors for Inspections

According to Tauber, two loads were carried out per hour in a furnace, and the
corpses were introduced in two stages into each muffle, so that within one
hour the door of each muffle was opened four times. He asserted moreover
that, “after each loading, the SS Kommandofiihrer checked whether the fur-
naces were loaded properly. We had to open the doors of each muffle for him,
and at that time we saw what was going on inside” (P20) This means that the
door was opened four more times.

The witness adds that the corpses in the muffle were stoked with a scraper
“to accelerate the burning of the corpses” (P20), so each door was opened at
least one more time with each loading, a total of ten times in an hour.

In terms of time, if one assumes the loading duration adduced by the Soviet
experts (2-3 minutes),™ just to introduce the claimed number of corpses into a
muffle, the door of the triple-muffle furnace would have been open for (2 to 3
x 4 x 3 =) 24-36 minutes every hour. And if for the remaining six openings
(four for combustion control and two for stoking the burning corpses) a mini-
mum duration of one minute is considered, the opening duration increases by
another five minutes, and the total duration rises to 29-41 minutes! And this
would apply to each of the three muffles: altogether, 30 openings per hour!

113 «“The Technical Principles of Operation of the Crematoria.” Expertise of the Polish-Soviet Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Lublin-Majdanek Concentration Camp. GARF, 7021-107-9, pp. 246.
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This is thermo-technically senseless, because the cold air coming through
the opened doors would have cooled the furnace enormously. As Hans Keller
pointed out, air “has only a low heat content, and the temperature drops signif-
icantly with even minor heat losses” (Keller 1928, p. 25).

How important this phenomenon was, is apparent from the following ob-
servation by engineer Richard Kessler (Kessler, p. 136):

“We have ascertained experimentally that the cracks in the brickwork which
form to a greater or lesser extent in the cremation furnaces themselves be-
cause of the continuous stress to which they are exposed, allow a certain
quantity of air, more precisely of cold air, to enter the cremation chamber dur-
ing the final phase of the cremation; this amount of air is far greater than
what is needed at this stage for the combustion of the remnants of the corpse.
The consequence of this is, of course, a deleterious cooling of the furnace
(heat loss).”

If the air flowing into the muffle from simple cracks could cool the muffle, it
is easy to imagine what would happen if the furnace doors were opened so
many times and for so long.

Precisely to avoid this inconvenience, the muffle doors of the Topf triple-
muffle furnace had, in the lower part, an inlet opening for the combustion air,
which was closed by a liftable cast-iron door measuring 10.8 cm x 12.6 cm
with a round inspection port, 45 mm in diameter, in the center that was
equipped with a round cast-iron closing plate fixed to the door with a pin. To
observe the cremation process, one could simply move the plate to the side
and look through the small round opening or lift the door and look through the
rectangular opening. Claiming that the muffle doors were opened in order to
observe the cremation process is therefore simply nonsense.

3.1.7. The Combustibility of Corpses

“Women’s corpses burned much better and faster than men’s corpses. There-
fore, if a load was burning badly, we would look for a woman’s corpse [and]
load it into the furnace to speed up the burning process.” (P21)

It is generally accepted that, on average, women have a higher body-fat con-
tent than men, so, at least in theory, they should be more combustible. But
what Tauber says is nonsense anyway, because women’s bodies are also made
up of approximately 65% water, so “if a load burned badly,” introducing an-
other body would make the whole batch burn even worse, because the evapo-
ration of the doubled amount of water in the muffle would further lower its
temperature, hence slow down the cremation process.

3.1.8. Corpse “Self-Combustion”
In his Polish testimony, Tauber stated that fat bodies burned by self-combus-
tion. I divide his statements into numbered paragraphs (P12):
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1) “During the cremation of these corpses, we used coke only for the ignition
of the furnace. Fat corpses burned by themselves thanks to the burning of the
fat present in the body.” (P12)

2) “It also happened that, when there was no coke to heat the gas generators,
we placed straw and wood in the ash boxes, which were located under the
muffles, and as soon as the fat of the corpses ignited, the entire load™“l al-
ready burned with its own fire.” (P12)

3) “In the early loads, when the furnaces were heated only by the gasifiers,
cremation took place more slowly. But then, as more loads were cremated,
they [the muffle walls] were brought to red heat by the embers that were pro-
duced by the cremation of the corpses, so that during the cremation of fat
corpses, generally the gasifiers were shut down.” (P21)

4) “From the corpses placed in the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat
immediately dripped into the ash box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the
corpse.” (P21)

First Claim:

| repeat what | established in another study (Mattogno 2020, pp. 178f.). Cases
of “spontaneous human combustion” (SHC) have been scientifically ascer-
tained, and the most-convincing explanation is considered to be the combus-
tion of body fat by virtue of the “wick effect” or “candle effect.”

Experiments have shown that human fat ignites only at a temperature of
250°C, but the “wick effect” also occurs if the liquid fat drops to a tempera-
ture of 24°C. Other experiments have shown that combustion proceeds at a
rate of 3.6-10.8 kg/hr. A case of self-combustion was discovered in the woods
of Medford, Oregon: the body of a woman was partially burned in this way in
no less than five hours. The burning is concentrated on the parts of the body
that are richest in fat (Christensen, pp. 13-18). A specialist called into question
in the study cited above, John D. DeHaan, clarified in this regard (DeHaan, p.
10):

“The rates measured range from ~3 to 14 kg/h, so over a period of many

hours a substantial portion of a normal human body can be destroyed by this

mechanism (fluids drain out or evaporate and muscle burns reluctantly with a

very low effective heat of combustion).”

The result is therefore not a burning of the whole body, much less an incinera-
tion down to mere ashes.

Kurt Prifer, Topf’s chief engineer who designed the triple-muffle furnace,
critiqued the operating results of the gas-fired Volckmann-Ludwig Furnace in
Hamburg as claimed by Engineer Volckmann, writing (Prufer, p. 6):

“If the claims of cremation without any gas [= fuel, energy] added were true,
the exhaust-gas temperature would have to be room temperature, which a

114 All bodies loaded into the furnace.
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combustion engineer will probably not seriously claim, because the unavoida-
ble exhaust-gas losses and the cold air flowing in when the coffin is introduced
are certain passive items in the heat balance that cannot be avoided. ”

These statements referred to the cremation of 2,500 corpses in seven months
with a consumption of 100 m3 of gas. Obviously, in the thermal balance of
these cremations, it was necessary to consider the heat produced by the com-
bustion of the coffin, which corresponds to a contribution of about 120,000
kcal, equal to about 27 m3 of city gas per cremation.

Therefore, the “self-combustion” of corpses was unfeasible even in the best
German civilian crematorium of the 1930s and 1940s, which was far superior
to the stripped-down Topf furnaces set up at Auschwitz and Birkenau.

Second Claim:

Tauber presents the case of a cold furnace (“when there was no coke to heat
the gas generators™) in which corpses were introduced into the muffle, and
straw and wood were placed in the ash chamber below.

I should point out that the ash chamber was a space about 35 cm wide and
45 c¢m high, closed by a door measuring 28 cm x 35 cm. In this space, there-
fore, wood (evidently kindling wood in bundles) and straw were placed, the
straw was set on fire and, as soon as the wood bundles caught fire, the fat of
the corpses (i.e., the usual 4-5 corpses per muffle) dripped into the ash cham-
ber, where it caught fire, so the 4-5 corpses of each muffle burned with their
“own fire”.

This statement is even more absurd than the previous one: if it is impossi-
ble for 4-5 corpses to self-combust in a furnace heated to 800°C, self-com-
bustion in a cold furnace is even more impossible, if there is such a thing. In
Tauber’s description, the wood placed in the ash chamber (a few tens of kilo-
grams'®) was not used to perform the cremation, as on a pyre, but simply to
melt the fat of the corpses, after which the cremation took place by self-com-
bustion.

Even if one were to accept purely hypothetically that there were bodies of
fat inmates at Auschwitz, the straw and wood placed in the ash chamber
would have acted as a wick for the body fat that hypothetically dripped from
the grate.™® In that case, however, this “cremation,” for a “fat” body of 80 kg,
would have lasted at least (80 kg + 14 kg/hr =) just under six hours!

And above all, such a combustion would not have heated the muffles,
which would have remained practically cold.

115 Seasoned small wood in bundles weighs 100-120 kg per cubic meter (Colombo, p. 63). Therefore,
in the approximately 0.3 cubic meters of an ash chamber, one could place at most (120 kg/m3 x
0.3 m3 =) 36 kg of this wood.

116 |t is obvious that in a “cremation pit,” in which the temperature by definition is much higher than
250°C, human fat would burn immediately, and both the “wick effect” and the collection of lique-
fied fat as fantasized by delusional witnesses would be utterly impossible.
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Third Claim:

Tauber stated that “during the cremation of fat corpses, generally the gasifiers
were shut down.” In addition to the absurdities mentioned earlier, this state-
ment is thermo-technically nonsensical and contrary to the practice of operat-
ing coke-fired cremation furnaces. In no furnace was the coke in the gas gen-
erator allowed to burn out (except when it needed occasional cleaning from
slag), not even at times when no cremation at all was actually underway.
Kessler pointed out in this regard (Kessler, p. 159):

“Whereas for gas heating the heat required can be precisely controlled, in the
case of coke or briquettes, heat is produced even at times when it is not need-
ed, because even though it is possible to reduce the combustion in the genera-
tor, it cannot be stopped altogether; otherwise the fire would go out.”

And it is clear that the extinguishing of the burning embers in the hearth of the
gas generator, in addition to the thermo-technical problems exposed earlier,
would also have entailed a dead loss of the time needed to eventually re-ignite
the coke for the cremation of lean corpses, a loss of time irreconcilable with
the frenzied cremation paces claimed by Tauber.

Fourth Claim:

Tauber explains how the alleged self-combustion of corpses in a heated fur-
naces took place. This is therefore the absurdity already noted about Para-
graph 1. It is certainly true that the fat melting from any corpse ignited and
burned, but it certainly could not cremate the corpse. What is important to
note here is that the technical and empirical fact of the immediate burning of
the fat (the “wick effect”) radically contradicts and demolishes his description
of the recovery of liquefied human fat in “cremation pits” (see below, Section
3.1.13).

3.1.9. Corpse Embers
In the text quoted in the previous section, paragraph 3, Tauber stated:

“But then, as more loads were cremated, they [the muffle walls] were brought
to red heat by the embers that were produced by the cremation of the corpses,
[...].” (P21)

In this regard, the witness also stated earlier (P4):

“The cremation process is accelerated by the burning of human fat, which
produces additional heat.”

In reality, the muffles were heated by the combustion products of the gas gen-
erators and the gases and flames that developed from the corpses. The embers
were not only very slight, but they were consumed in the ash chamber, below
the muffle, so that their heat contribution to the muffle was insignificant. That
fat — which melts, evaporates and burns — produces embers is an absurdity: it
is like saying that the combustion of gasoline produces embers.
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3.1.10. Flaming Chimneys

“But there were also cases in which we loaded more corpses into the muffle.
As many as eight muslims could be accommodated [introduced] in there. We
burned these larger loads during air raids without the knowledge of the crem-
atorium chief, so that a larger fire came out of the chimney, and the airmen
became aware of it.” (P13)

This story is doubly absurd. First, because flames shooting from the chimneys
of the Birkenau crematoria as a result of cremations was technically impossi-
ble, as | have documented elsewhere.''” Second, because, at least in theory,
the phenomenon of flaming chimneys would have been closely linked to the
fat content of the corpses, but, as is obvious and as Tauber himself states, the
corpses of the “muslims” were “emaciated and fatless” (P12); they were “real
skeletons, which burned very slowly,” meaning that cremating a load of five
such corpses took an hour and a half according to Tauber (P4). A load of eight
skeletal corpses could not, a fortiori, produce the phenomenon of flaming
chimneys.

3.1.11. The Test Cremation
In his Polish deposition, Tauber described in detail the test cremations in
Crematorium II:

“On 4 March [1943], we were in charge of firing up the gas generators. We
kept them going from morning until 4 o 'clock in the afternoon.” (P13)

“We brought [up] these corpses through the elevator and the door leading to
the heating room, and placed them two or three at a time on a cart similar to
the one | described when speaking of Crematorium No. 1, and loaded them in-
to the individual muffles. After the introduction of the entire batch of corpses
into all the muffles of all the furnaces, the members of the commission, watch-
es in hand, observed the process of cremation of the corpses, opened the
doors, looked at the watches, discussed among themselves, and marveled that
the cremation lasted [so] long. Since the furnaces, because they were com-
pletely new, had not yet warmed up properly, although they had been operat-
ing since the morning, the cremation of this load lasted 40 minutes. ” (P13f.)

“For the next 10 days, we went every day under SS escort to the crematorium
and fired up the gas generators. During these 10 days, no transports arrived;
we did not cremate any corpses, but only kept the gas generators running to
heat the furnaces.” (P14)

This description is a sequence of technical absurdities. First of all, as | have
already explained, the simultaneous cremation of two or three corpses in a
muffle, if it could be done at all, would not have lasted 40 minutes but more
than two to three hours. Tauber’s explanation of this “long™ duration, the fact

117 Mattogno 2004a; Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 382-387.
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that the furnaces “had not yet warmed up properly” because they were “com-
pletely new,” is technically nonsensical and historically false. Heating up the
furnaces took at least 8 hours. The grate throughput capacity of the two
hearths of the triple-muffle furnace was 35 kg of coke per hour, a total of 70
kg/hr. The weight of the refractory masonry of this furnace (including the gas
generators and ash chambers) was about 11,500 kg (Mattogno 2020, p, 62).
Assuming a caloric value of the coke of 6,470 kcal/kg, a furnace efficiency of
50%, and an air temperature in the furnace room of 20°C, heating the entire
refractory masonry of the furnace to 800°C would have required:*®

0.21 kcal/kg/°C1® - 11,500 kg - (800°C — 20°C

! 6,470 kcal/kggo.(S 1~ 580 kg of coke.

Since the gas generators could consume only 70 kg of coke per hour, this
means that heating this furnace took some (580 kg coke + 70 kg coke/hr =)
eight and a half hours. In practice, the entire refractory masonry of the furnace
(average thickness: 12 cm) would have been heated to red heat by then
(800°C).

Obviously, cremations were performed as soon as the muffle temperature
reached 800°C, as also prescribed by the operating instructions of the triple-
muffle furnace (Mattogno/Deana, p. 265):

“Once the incineration chamber shows a satisfactory red glow (about 800°C),
the corpses can be introduced successively into the two chambers.”

In the triple-muffle furnace, which was equipped with two lateral gas genera-
tors, it took about one hour to reach this temperature of the surface of the cre-
mation chamber. Civilian crematoria, which had refractory masonry that
weighed the same as that of a 3-muffle Topf furnace but were equipped with
only one gas generator, took about two hours. In the cremation experiment
carried out by Richard Kessler on 5 January 1927 in the Gebriider Beck Fur-
nace at the Dessau Crematorium, preheating the furnace up to the introduction
of the first corpse (785°C) took 2 hours and 12 minutes.

In conclusion, to claim that, after eight hours of reheating, the triple-muffle
furnaces of Birkenau Crematorium Il had not been adequately heated is tech-
nical nonsense. Logically linked to this absurdity is the other absurdity of
heating the furnaces for ten consecutive days without cremating any corpses:
by doing so, assuming a 12-hour shift, the SS would have needlessly wasted
(12 hrs/day x 70 kg/hr x 5 furnaces x 10 days =)*?° 42,000 kg of coke!

In his Soviet testimony, Tauber specified that during these ten days the
furnaces were dried:

“Until 15 March, we heated the furnaces, or rather we dried them.” (S4)

18 Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, Unit 1, Chapter VII, pp. 109-127.
119 gpecific heat of the refractory masonry.
12012 hours x 70 kg x 5 furnaces x 10 days.
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And this in turn correlates with the fact that the furnaces were “completely
new,” i.e., allegedly still in need of being dried.

In fact, the furnaces of Crematorium Il had already been dried at that point
in time. On 29 January, Topf’s chief engineer Kurt Prufer inspected the crem-
atorium construction sites, and prepared a progress report. He wrote that the
five triple-muffle furnaces of Crematorium Il were being dried (“werden z. Zt.
trockengeheizt”).** According to the report by SS Obersturmfiihrer Hans
Kirschnek of 29 March 1943, Crematorium Il was put into operation on 20
February 1943 (“zum 20.2.43 in Betrieb genommen”),*? so that the drying
process had been completed by that date.

On the other hand, the drying process in a crematorium was carried out
gradually, by lighting the gasifier’s hearth first with a very gentle fire of wood
shavings, then with thin wood, increasingly thicker wood and wood mixed
with coke. In case of rapid and intense heating of the furnace, large quantities
of water vapor would have been formed inside the masonry, whose pressure
would have produced fractures and cracks inside it, seriously damaging it.

Obviously, the Topf engineers, who — according to Tauber — were said to
have been present during the test, would never have allowed the full-on heat-
ing of undried furnaces. Moreover, as | have already explained earlier, they
would not have ever opened the “doors” of the muffles to see how the com-
bustion was proceeding.

The story of the commission from Berlin and the Topf engineers who were
allegedly present at the testing of the cremation furnaces is not supported by
the slightest documentary evidence; it is in fact a simple fable that was quite
common among the witnesses at the time. They spiced up with rhetorical em-
phasis and solemnity a minor event (the start-up of the crematorium) that went
practically unnoticed even by the SS in the camp.

3.1.12. The Fireproof Sack

“Tomiczek s head was enclosed in a sack, but we recognized him anyway, be-
cause his robust build stood out. Kwakernak watched over us until Tomiczek’s
body was placed in the furnace, then he left immediately. We [then] opened the
door of the furnace, took out the corpse, opened the sack, and from the face we
recognized Tomiczek without any uncertainty.” (P7)

The operating temperature of the furnaces at Auschwitz-Birkenau, as | noted

earlier, was 800°C. At this temperature, a coffin introduced in civilian furnac-
es ignites instantly when pushed into the muffle. But Tauber’s sack remained

121 «prifbericht des Ing. Priifer an die Zentralbauleitung” dated 29 Jan. 1943. APMO, BW 30/34, p. 101.

122 «Tatigkeitsbericht des SS-Ustuf. (F) Kirschnek, — Bauleiter fiir das Schutzhaftlager und fiir land-
wirtschaftliche Bauvorhaben. Zeit 1. Januar 1943 bis 31. Mérz 1943” dated 29 March 1943.
RGVA, 502-1-26, p. 61.
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perfectly intact, to the point that it had to be opened, after having been re-
moved from inside the muffle, to ascertain whose head was in it!

3.1.13. The “Cremation Pits”
First of all, | note that Tauber provides self-contradictory data on the number
of these alleged pits. In his Soviet deposition, he stated that “4 crematoria and
4 big pyres were in operation for the extermination” (S6), while in his Polish
deposition, he stated that five pits were dug in the courtyard of Crematorium
V in May 1944, and “Bunker No. 2 and its pits [plural] for cremating corpses
were put back into operation” (P27), hence at least two pits.
Tauber stated in his Soviet deposition (S11; I number the individual
claims):
1) “The pyres for cremating corpses were arranged in pits, at the bottom of
which a channel for air supply had been dug along the entire length of the ex-
cavation.”

2) “From this channel, there was a branch to a pit 2 x 2 x 4 meters deep.”

3) “During the cremation of the corpses on the pyres, the fat dripped into this
pit:”

4) “with this fat the corpses on the pyres were sprayed so that they burned bet-
ter.”

5) “At first, wood was put in the pit, then 400 corpses, alternated with branch-
es, were sprinkled with gasoline, and the fire was started. Then the remaining
corpses from the gas chambers were thrown in, and from time to time the fat
from the corpses was poured in.”

First Claim:

The alleged “channel for the access of air” was not a closed duct, but a simple
open channel dug at the bottom of the pit. Moreover, the channel for the
collection of human fat started from it. But at the bottom of the pit was placed
a layer of wood (with a layer of corpses on top) which, when set on fire,
would have filled the “channel for the access of air” with its embers and ashes.
This channel is therefore a simple literary fiction.

Second Claim:

The system of draining and collecting the liquid fat, assuming smooth and im-
permeable channel floor and walls, would require inclined planes towards the
center of the pit and towards the collection pit which are not mentioned by the
witness. Not to mention that, at that time (spring-summer 1944), the ground-
water table in the area of the Crematorium V courtyard was only about 1.2
meters below the surface (see Mattogno 2003). Therefore, the fat-collection
pit, and probably also the cremation pit, would have been flooded with water.



C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1 91

Third Claim:

Tauber describes a real physical miracle. According to John H. Perry’s engi-
neering manual, the ignition temperature*® of pig fat in air (very similar to
human fat) is 343°C, but its flash point — the point where it will burn in air af-
ter having been ignited by an external source — is only 184°C (Perry, p. 1584).
In practice, above 355°C, fat ignites spontaneously, and it will keep burning
continuously on its own, while liquid fat above 185-190°C but below 355°C
still emits vapors in sufficient quantities to burn in air if ignited by an external
source, such as glowing embers or burning wood.

The self-ignition temperature of cured wood from a coffin ranges from 325
to 350°C (Heepke, p. 124). Of course, the wood’s combustion temperature is
even higher. In this case, if the purpose is to be cremation and not simply the
charring of a corpse, the temperature in the muffle must reach at least 600°C.
Therefore, Tauber basically claims that the fat of the corpse lying in a fire
melts, crosses a layer of burning wood between at least 350 and 600°C hot,
drips into the special “air-access channel” full of red-hot glowing embers, en-
ters the collection channel, also full of red-hot glowing embers, and collects in
the special pit: and all this without igniting in the slightest during this long hot
journey!

As | mentioned above, this physical miracle is also in open contradiction
with Tauber’s description of the “self-combustion” of corpses:

“From the corpses placed in the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat im-
mediately dripped into the ash box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the
corpse.” (P21)

Therefore, in the crematorium the fat burned, while in the cremation pits it
flowed in a liquid state to the collection pit.***

The theoretical conclusions stated above have been fully confirmed by a
series of experiments on the combustion of animal fat that | carried out in a
field furnace of my own construction, including photographs, precisely to ver-
ify them experimentally (Mattogno 2004).

Fourth Claim:

Liquid human fat was thrown on corpses “so that they burned better.” How
was the liquid fat scooped out of the collection pit? Certainly with a zinc
bucket attached to a rod ending with a hook, as the witness Filip Mdiller tells
us, who elaborated on this literary theme later (Muller, p. 136). But how was it
then thrown onto the corpses? The scenario would have been this: a burning
pyre of at least 150 square meters (see next section) burning at a temperature
of at least 600°C; the immense radiation emanating from this fire would have

123 The minimum temperature at which a fuel begins to burn spontaneously in air without external ig-
nition.

124 1t matters little that the furnace was “red hot,” because in both cases the temperature was well
above the flash point of fat.
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heated anything standing close to it swiftly to several hundred degrees Celsius
(and if combustible, would have ignited it).

If Tauber and Miiller had thrown their bucket full of hot fat toward the
burning pyre from a safe distance, hardly any of the fat would have landed on
the pyre. If instead they had ventured to the edge of the pit, true "auto-com-
bustion" would have occurred, meaning that our witnesses would have been
burned alive. Of course, this is also true for anyone approaching the pyre in
order to scoop out the collected, boiling fat. Such an operation necessitated a
close approach to the edge of the pit, and scooping out the fat using a bucket
dangling from a long rod would have required quite some skill, and therefore
much more time than throwing a bucket of fat onto the pyre. True self-com-
bustion would have been inevitable.

From a thermo-technical point of view, throwing a bucket of boiling (and
probably already burning) fat on a burning pyre of that size would not have
brought any benefit, because the fat, due to its low flash point, would have ig-
nited already in the air while flying (if it wasn’t already burning to begin
with), and it would have landed on top of the burning surfaces, contributing
little to burning it.

In a cremation pit (equipped with an efficient supply of combustion air
from below, for example by means of pipes connected to a blower), it would
be necessary instead to exploit the fat of the corpses inside the pit itself, so
that the flames that develop from it hit the corpses from below upwards.

And, if the miracle of the liquid fat flowing on the bottom of the pit could
ever occur, it would be necessary to prevent it from flowing to the outside of
the cremation pit into any kind of collection hole, in order to use all its calorif-
ic potential inside the pyre.

Fifth Claim:

How could a corpse be thrown into the aforementioned burning pit? Clearly,
this would have been even more difficult than throwing a bucket of fat into it
— unless precision catapults were used. But unfortunately, Tauber does not
mention any such device.

3.1.14. The “Cremation Pits” on Birkenau Air Photos

According to Tauber, as | noted in the previous section, four to seven “crema-
tion pits” existed at Birkenau, five of which were in the courtyard of Cremato-
rium V; he did not indicate their dimensions, but his colleague Dragon speaks
of five pits measuring 25 m x 6 m (= 150 m?) x 3 m (P9), in total (150 m2 x 5
=) 750 m2. To complete the testimonial picture of the four main Polish wit-
nesses, | briefly mention the claims of the other two: Stanistaw Jankowski
mentioned only two pits, which he said measured 20 m x 2 m (= 40 m2) x 2
m, while Henryk Mandelbaum indicated only their dimensions (while contra-
dicting himself): 30-35 m or 25 m x 15 m x 2 m or 1-1.5 m. Filip Mdiller, on
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the other hand, mentioned five pits of 40-50 mx 8 mx 2 mor40m x 8 m x
2.5 m each.'®

In a separate study, in which I analyzed and published numerous aerial
photographs of Birkenau, | showed that from May to August 1944 there was
only one small smoking site in the above-mentioned area with a surface of on-
ly about 50 m2 (and not five large ones), and that there was no smoking site at
all in the area of the so-called “Bunker 2” (see Mattogno 2016a).

Therefore, Tauber’s statements, as well as those of all the other witnesses
who spoke of huge “cremation pits,” are resoundingly refuted by the aerial
photographs of the time.

Tauber affirms that, in order to bring the corpses to the pits from the gas
chambers of Crematorium V, a railway was built for some rail cars, which
however were not used because “the SS considered them inconvenient and the
inmates of the Sonderkommando dragged the corpses of the gassed from the
gas chambers directly to the pits” (P27). There is no trace of this railway in
the aerial photographs of Birkenau from 1944. Besides being false, such a
statement is also nonsensical: the SS would have considered it “inconvenient”
to transport a certain number of corpses quickly and effortlessly on a cart and
instead would have considered it “comfortable” to have a single corpse
dragged by a single inmate for at least twenty meters!

3.2. The Gassings

3.2.1. The First Homicidal Gassing at Crematorium Il

In his Soviet deposition, Tauber stated that the first gassing took place on 15
March 1943, and concerned a transport of 4,000 Jews from the Krakow Ghet-
to (S4). Danuta Czech’s Auschwitz Chronicle speaks instead of 1,492 victims,
allegedly gassed on March 13.1%

Morgue 1 of Crematorium I and I, the alleged homicidal gas chamber,
measured 30 m x 7 m, thus it had a floor area of 210 m2, ignoring the area oc-
cupied by the seven supporting columns (measuring 0.4 m x 0.4 m) and that
of the alleged four devices for introducing Zyklon B (according to the witness
Michat Kula, 0.7 m x 0.7 m). The density of victims in the gas chamber was
thus roughly (4,000 + 210 =) 19 persons per square meter. Despite this physi-
cal impossibility, the victims had ample space:

“From the arrangement of the bodies, it could be seen that people had moved
away from these columns and had wanted to reach the door. It was very hot in
the room, and there was such a stench that it was impossible to bear. Later we

125 See Mattogno 2021a, Chapters 7.3. (on Miiller, pp. 119-123) and 10.4. (on Mandelbaum, pp. 184-
192).

126 Czech 1990, p. 352. The correct arrival date at Auschwitz of deportees from the Krakow Ghetto is
14 March 1943; see Mattogno 2022, pp. 153-155.
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became convinced that many of the bodies in the gas chamber died of asphyxi-
ation, of lack of air, even before the gassing. These people lay on the floor,
and others walked over them. They were not sitting down, like the majority,
but were lying on the floor. From this it could be seen that they had died be-
fore the others, who must have stepped on their corpses.” (P15)

In a study drawn up in collaboration with Giuseppe Poggi, | demonstrated —
also visually — that the gassing of 1,500 persons, but also of 1,000 or less, in
Morgue 1 (the alleged gas chamber) of Crematoria Il and Ill at Birkenau
would have encountered an insurmountable obstacle in the occlusion of the
air-extraction openings by the bodies of the victims.

Morgue 1 was equipped with 40 air-extraction openings (presumably the
same as the air-intake openings: 7 cm x 18 cm), 20 on each of the side walls,
arranged at floor level and protected by a metal grid. The air-intake openings
were located on the oblique side of the two ventilation ducts behind the ma-
sonry of the room at the height of the two high corners (under the reinforced-
concrete roof); these also numbered 40, 20 on each side. The mechanical ven-
tilation worked via two identical fans, one for air intake, which pushed fresh
air into Morgue 1 through a special duct, the other for air-extraction, which
sucked out the stale air through the deaeration openings, which were connect-
ed to the special duct. The fans were installed in the attic of the crematorium;
the fresh-air intake and the exhaust-air outlet ended in two chimneys located
on the roof of the building.

The obstruction of the air-extraction openings on the floor of Morgue 1
would have compromised the functioning of this system, which would not
have been able to expel the gas mixture from the room in time. Hence, when
the door of that room was opened, air from that room would have spread
throughout the basement of the crematorium (Morgue 2 only had an air-ex-
traction fan, so its air pressure would have been lower than that of Morgue 1
under any circumstance), but also to the furnace room, through the elevator
shaft, due to the lower pressure caused by the furnace-room air-extraction fan
and by the furnaces themselves, whose ten hearths sucked in a lot of air, ex-
pelling it through the main chimney.'?’

This would have had a very dangerous outcome not only for the inmates of
the Sonderkommando, but also for the SS service personnel.

The danger of gassing with hydrogen cyanide (the active ingredient of
Zyklon B) had already been proven in the course of regular disinfestations of
barracks and other buildings, as stated in the well-known “Special Order”
(“Sonderbefehl”) of 12 August 1942:*%

“A case of indisposition with slight symptoms of poisoning by hydrogen cya-

nide which occurred today makes it necessary to warn all those participating

127 Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 95-108, and Docs. 36-39, pp. 136-138.
128 sonderbefehl of 12 August 1942. RGVA, 502-1-32, p. 300.
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in fumigations and all other SS members that particularly upon opening fumi-
gated rooms, SS members without mask must keep a distance of 15 meters
from the chamber for at least five hours. In addition, particular attention
should be paid to the wind direction. ”

In Crematoria Il and 111, any homicidal gassing would have put the lives of SS
men and inmates equally at risk, and would have required a long and compli-
cated “degassing” procedure. But these unavoidable inconveniences were
never noticed by any “eyewitnesses,” and least of all by Tauber.

On the day of the “first gassing,” the Kommando to which Tauber belonged
presumably was locked up in a room in the crematorium, allegedly so that
they would not witness the gassing procedure (P15). They were taken out only
afterwards and sent to the alleged gas chamber, but here they did not have to
remove the corpses of the gassed persons, a task which was carried out by an-
other team of 70 inmates of the “bunker” Sonderkommando (P16). It is there-
fore clear that the SS sent Tauber and his group to the “gas chamber” to care-
fully check the state of the corpses and to testify about them after the war!

Tauber added (P15f.):

“After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and had been locked
in, and before pouring the ‘Cyklon,” air was extracted from the chamber, in
fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to this purpose.”

This is just another technically nonsensical statement. The ventilation of the
alleged gas chamber was based on the system of two blowers: one extracted
the stale air from the room, while the other identical blower simultaneously
brought in fresh air from outside.

Tauber also stated that the ventilation system was started “after the door to
the [gas] chamber was opened” (P16), but this is also nonsense, because the
ventilation would have had to be carried out while the doors were closed. In
the hypothetical world of homicidal gassing, due to the heat in this room (“It
was very hot in the chamber”; P15) that also had a higher pressure than the
rest of the building (all other rooms only had suction fans), when the door was
opened, the hot gas mixture would have spread into the basement and the
ground level of the crematorium.

Tauber furthermore declared that “there was such a stench that it was im-
possible to bear” (P15) in the alleged gas chamber, but he immediately con-
tradicts himself, saying that the people in charge of the evacuation of the
corpses from the gas chamber wore gas masks (P16), and that he did not even
participate in the evacuation of the corpses of the first gassing (“However, we
did not remove the corpses from this first transport in mid-March 1943”; P16).

3.2.2. The Undressing Barracks
In relation to first gassing, Tauber stated (P15):
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“These people were pushed into the barracks which was then situated perpen-
dicular to the crematorium building, on the side of the entrance to the yard of
Crematorium No. Il. The persons entered this barracks through a door that
was on the entrance side, and went down the staircase that was to the right of
the ‘Millverbrennung.” At the time, this barracks served as an undressing
room. However, it was only used for about a week, and then it was disman-
tled.”

It is known that the situation map of the PoW Camp Auschwitz of 20 March
1943 shows a barracks in the vicinity of the northwest corner of Crematorium
I1. A relevant clipping of this map was published by Jean-Claude Pressac, who
explained the function of this barracks on the basis of the above-mentioned
statement by Tauber (Pressac 1989, p. 462).

As | have shown elsewhere,*® this barracks, which was installed by 15
February 1943 as a “dressing room” (“Auskleideraum™) at the request of the
SS garrison physician of 21 January 1943, had no relation to the alleged hom-
icidal gassings (which are said to have started there much later), but served to
strip the bodies of registered inmates who had died at the camp.

Tauber did not explain at all why the barracks in question was installed,
nor why it was used on that occasion as an undressing room, nor why it was
dismantled after a week. Not only that, but his description cannot be the result
of direct observation. In fact, he stated that, as soon as the deportees began to
arrive, “we of the Sonderkommando were locked up in the room where — as |
explained in the description of the crematorium — the physicians assigned to
the autopsies were staying” (P15, similar P18). Then he added:

“After about two hours in the doctors’ autopsy room, we were taken out and
ordered to go to the gas chamber.” (P15)

Therefore, during the unloading and undressing of the alleged victims, Tauber
remained locked up with the other inmates in this room, which was located in
the southwest corner of the crematorium.™*® But the undressing barracks was
on the opposite side, in front of the east end of the crematorium. Therefore,
Tauber could not have seen the scene he described, which is simply a figment
of his imagination.

3.2.3. Subsequent Gassings at Crematorium Il
Tauber claimed to have remained in Crematorium Il only from 4 March until
mid-April 1943. During these scant six weeks, the activity of the crematorium
was as follows (P17f.):
1) “During the cremation of the corpses from that first transport in mid-March
1943, we worked non-stop for 48 hours, but we were not able to cremate all

129 Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 9-37 (particularly pp. 34-37); Mattogno 2020c, pp. 104-111.
130 Pressac 1989, p. 491, plan of Crematorium I, Room No. 23.
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the corpses, because in the meantime a Greek transport arrived, which was al-
so gassed.”

2) “I worked in Crematorium Il until the middle of April. During this time,
Greek, French and Dutch transports arrived. Also during this time, we cre-
mated the corpses of the people who had been gassed as a result of the selec-
tion made at the camp. We worked in two shifts, day and night. I am not in a
position to give a figure for the number of people gassed and cremated during
this period.”

3) “On average, 2,500 bodies were cremated per day.”

First Claim:

Tauber tacitly assumed (as he explicitly stated to the Soviets; S4) that the first
transport contained 4,000 people. According to Danuta Czech’s Auschwitz
Chronicle, only 1,492 people were gassed during the first gassing (Czech
1990, p. 352), although not even that figure is based on any facts.’** But even
assuming Czech’s figure as real, since on average 2,500 corpses were cremat-
ed per day according to Tauber, the cremation of the bodies of the alleged vic-
tims would have lasted less than one day. Actually, using the different crema-
tion figures provided by Tauber, it would have taken precisely:

— about 16% hours with a load of 3 corpses per muffle in half an hour;
— about 13% hours with a load of 4-5 corpses per muffle in about 37 minutes;
— about 8 hours with a load of 4-5 corpses per muffle in 20-25 minutes.

Tauber claimed instead that the crematorium staff was unable to complete the
cremation of the victims of the first gassing in 48 hours of uninterrupted
work,™*2 because “in the meantime” a transport of Greek Jews had arrived,
who were likewise gassed and cremated. But according to the Auschwitz
Chronicle, this Greek transport only arrived on 24 March (Czech 1990, p.
359), hence ten days later. Tauber’s statement is therefore false and contradic-
tory.

Second Claim:

Between mid-March and mid-April of 1943, “Greek, French and Dutch trans-
ports arrived” (P18). But according to the Auschwitz Chronicle, no transports
from Holland and France arrived during this period at all (see further below).

131 | have already pointed out earlier that this deportation took place on the 14th. Czech mentions a
transport of 2,000 people, of which 508 were registered, hence the alleged 1,492 gassing victims.
In reality, the number of 2,000 deportees is not found in any document, and is simply a conjecture.
The indictment against Amon Goeth, the former commandant of the Ptaszow Camp, states that he
carried out the liquidation of the Krakow Ghetto on 13 March 1943 after having selected the Jews
fit for work into Sector A, and those unfit for work into Sector B. The claimed extermination vic-
tims were precisely these — and they are said to have been killed right there in the ghetto, not in
Auschwitz — and their corpses were transported to, and buried in, the Ptaszow Camp. Therefore,
no gassing would have taken place in Auschwitz. See Mattogno 2022, pp. 155-157.

132 Even assuming the figure of 4,000 victims from Tauber’s Soviet deposition, the cremation time at
the rates claimed by him would have been much less, about 34 hours.
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With reference to the summer of 1944, Tauber added in his Soviet testimo-
ny the well-known propaganda lie of the mass extermination of French re-
sistance fighters (S6), which was widespread among witnesses in 1945. That
same Yyear, this lie was shamelessly canonized by Polish-Jewish Historian Fil-
ip Friedman. In fact, he wrote that, in the summer of 1944, 670,000 (sic!)
““terrorists,” i.e., patriots and partisans from France” were transported to
Auschwitz and murdered (Friedman, p. 74).

Third Claim:

In approximately one month, from March 14-15 to mid-April 1943, an aver-
age of 2,500 Jews per day were gassed and cremated in Crematorium Il alone
(and 3,000 people a day” according to his Soviet deposition; S6). This corre-
sponds to a total of about 75,000 people (or 90,000 according to his Soviet
deposition).

According to Czech’s Auschwitz Chronicle, however, the 12 transports that
arrived at Auschwitz during this period transported (according to her) only
30,852 people. 24,021 of them were allegedly gassed, plus 1,700 Gypsies al-
legedly taken from the camp’s Gypsy section (“Gypsy Camp”), resulting in a
total of 25,721 gassing victims (Czech 1990, pp. 352-378):

Date 1943 |# Deportees| Group Origin claimed gassing victims
13 March 2,000 Jews Krakow 1,492
16 March 1,000 Jews Krakow 959
20 March 2,800 Jews Greece 2,191
23 March - |Gypsies| Gypsy Camp 1,700
24 March 2,800 Jews Greece 1,986
25 March 1,901 Jews Greece 1,206
30 March 2,501 Jews Greece 2,048
31 March 1,000 Jews |Sieradz Ghetto 736
31 March 3,000 | Jews | Ostrowiec'*® 3,000
3 April 2,800 | Jews Greece 2,208
9 April 2,500 Jews Greece 2,021
10 April 2,750 Jews Greece 1,967
13 April 2,800 | Jews Greece 1,936
17 April 3,000 | Jews Greece 2,271
Totals 30,852 25,721

Subtracting the 3,000 gassing victims of the imaginary transport of 31 March,
it turns out that, according to the orthodoxy’s standard work of Auschwitz his-
toriography,

a. there were only 22,721 alleged gassing victims, not 75,000 (or 90,000);

133 The mass gassing of Gypsies on 23 March and the transport of 31 March are fictitious; see Mat-
togno 2022, pp. 157-160.
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b. even if the presumed gassings had all taken place in Crematorium II, there
would never have been an average daily number of 2,500 cremated per-
sons;

c. as mentioned earlier, no Jewish transports from France and Holland arrived
at Auschwitz during that time.

The frenzied extermination activity indicated by Tauber, but at the same time
any extermination activity, is also categorically refuted by an important fact
that happened precisely in this period and to which the witness makes only a
passing reference: At the beginning of the third decade of March 1943, Crem-
atorium Il was seriously damaged. On 24 and 25 March 1943, Topf engineers
Kurt Prufer and Karl Schultze, called in by the Central Construction Office,
went to Auschwitz to check the extent of the damage: the three forced-draft
devices (Saugzuganlagen) were irreparably damaged and (as was discovered
at the beginning of April) parts of the refractory lining of the smoke ducts and
the chimney had collapsed.

Schultze was to check the condition of the three forced-draft systems in
Crematorium Il, while Priifer was to check the efficient operation of the five
triple-muffle furnaces without these systems. It was ascertained that these in-
stallations were irreparably damaged, and the Topf Company declared itself
ready on 16 April to take them back, crediting the Central Construction Of-
fice with RM 3,705 as reimbursement.

Tauber confines himself to reporting the following on this matter (P11):

“At first, there were three electric motors around this chimney to strengthen
its draft. Because of the heat next to and in the vicinity of the furnace, these
motors broke down, and once a fire even broke out, so they were later disman-
tled, and the ducts carrying the combustion gases from the cremation furnaces
were connected directly to the chimney.”

All of this work was carried out after Tauber had left Crematorium Il (mid-
April): the three forced-draft devices were dismantled by Topf’s mechanic
Messing between 17 and 19 May. The dismantling of the damaged refractory
lining began around 24 May; on 1 June, this were finished, but it was not pos-
sible to build the new lining because the specifications for the new chimney
lining had not yet been submitted. The new lining was put in place between
the last third of June and the end of August (Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 239-
243).

How could Tauber have known those technical details, since he was in
Crematorium IV at the time?

Since the two Topf engineers went to Auschwitz urgently on 24 March fol-
lowing a telegram, it is evident that the breakdown had occurred a few days
earlier, and that the crematorium had suspended or at least reduced its activity
as a precaution around that date. Therefore, in practice, the theoretical number
of gassing victims until the middle of April 1943 could not have exceeded
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5,150 (the first three transports), compared to the 75,000 (or 90,000) resulting
from Tauber’s ramblings.

In order to establish responsibility for the damage done to the chimney, the
Central Construction Office opened an investigation and summoned Robert
Koehler, the builder of the chimney, and Kurt Prifer, who had designed the
project. According to the final report by SS Obersturmfiihrer Hans Kirschnek
dated 13 September 1943, it was determined that the main cause of the dam-
age to the chimney was closely linked to the “heating of only individual fur-
naces,” as the first design of the chimney did not take into account the differ-
ent thermal expansion of the individual ducts, a flaw that was only remedied
in the new design.

This is in open contrast to the mass cremation of the presumed gassing vic-
tims using the crematorium’s maximum capacity at all times as claimed by
Tauber (meaning the simultaneous operation of all furnaces), which is there-
fore, a fortiori, historically false.

Tauber contradicts himself also regarding the average number of victims of
a gassing operation: 4,000 or 3,000 people according to Tauber’s Soviet testi-
mony (S4, S6), and 2,000 according to his deposition given to the Jewish His-
torical Commission.

3.2.4. The Door of the Alleged Gas Chamber
This is how Tauber describes the door of the alleged homicidal gas chamber of
Crematorium Il (P8):

“In this door, at the head height of a man of average stature, was a round
glazed little window. On the other side of the door, i.e., on the side of the gas
chamber, this window was protected by a hemispherical grating. This grating
was installed because it had happened that the people who were in the gas
chamber, before dying, had broken the glass window. Since even the grating
did not prevent this, and similar incidents occurred despite its installation, this
window was then closed with metal sheets or a board. ”

At the end of his Polish testimony, Tauber stated that at the Bauhof there was,
among other things, “a gas-tight door of a gas chamber” (P28). Pressac pub-
lished three photographs of this door (Pressac 1989, p. 486), which has a
peephole protected on the inside by a hemispherical metal grid. This is there-
fore in contradiction to Tauber’s statement that the peephole had to be “closed
with metal sheets or a board.” Pressac states that the door that appears in the
photos reproduced by him “certainly belonged to a homicidal gas chamber in
one of the four Birkenau Krematorien,” which he justifies as follows (ibid.):

“The proof of its criminal use is the presence of a heavy hemispherical grid
PROTECTING THE PEEPHOLE ON THE INSIDE.”

The evidence adduced by Pressac is far from irreproachable, and he himself
has provided the means to refute it. On pp. 46-49 of his 1989 book, he repro-
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duces photos showing the door of the disinfestation chamber of the so-called
“Kanada I” Inmate-Property Warehouse (BW 28). This door had a round in-
spection opening with a metal grille attached to the inside, which evidently
protected the glass from the inside. Therefore, the need to protect the glass of
the inspection opening also applied to an ordinary fumigation chamber. The
fact that the door mentioned above had a protective grille on the inside does
not necessarily mean that it had a homicidal purpose, but it can also mean — in
the context of a fumigation chamber — that the inside was the one most ex-
posed to the risk of the spy glass getting damaged. How? Here, too, Pressac
provides the clue for the answer. On pp. 84f., he reproduces photos of the hot-
air disinfestation chambers of the Zentralsauna, in which the metal carts are
clearly visible on which the clothes to be disinfested were hung. Similar carts
were also used for the hydrogen-cyanide disinfestation chambers, and it is
clear that they could hit the inside of the door while being pushed in or out of
the chamber, thus potentially breaking the glass of the inspection hole.**

| may add that there is no evidence that the door with the hemispherical
protective grille belonged to any of the Birkenau crematoria. The ‘“gas-
tight*® door that was found in the ruins of Crematorium V*** and that until
1991 was located in Crematorium | at Auschwitz**" has no inspection opening
at all. The door of the Zyklon-B disinfestation chamber in Auschwitz Block 1
has a very similar structure, but has a small rectangular window clovered with
a board.™®

3.2.5. The Zyklon-B-Introduction Device

Tauber (S4, P9) and Dragon (S11) agree on the presence of four openings in
the ceiling of Morgue 1 (the alleged gas chamber), topped off by small chim-
neys covered by concrete lids, but not on the claimed Zyklon-B-introduction
columns. In fact, the fables created by the various resistance groups in the
camp had not yet crystallized in 1945, and multiple contradictory versions cir-
culated: in this case, columns of wire mesh, today ordained to be “historical
reality,” were opposed to columns of perforated metal sheets. Tauber support-
ed the first version, but not without inconsistencies. In the Soviet deposition
he stated (S5):

“Zyklon gas was diffused into the gas chamber through wire-mesh columns
that formed a square channel with double mesh layers.”

134 The doors of the disinfestation chambers opened outward, so the door’s inside was exposed to the
operators’ actions.

135 Doors made of wooden boards cannot be “gas tight” in a technical sense. They can be “draft-
free,” but that’s as good as they can get.

136 See Document 14. APMO, Neg. No. 12683.

137 See Documents 15; author’s photo of 1991.

138 See Documents 16 and 17. author’s photos of 1991.
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As Tauber’s tales evolved, his double-layered wire-mesh columns obtained

another layer. In his Polish deposition, Tauber described the columns as fol-

lows (P9):
“To the left and right of these pillars were four columns. The outer layer of
these columns was made of a thick wire mesh that went up to the ceiling and
outside. Behind this layer was a smaller mesh netting, and within it, a third fi-
ne[r]-meshed [net]. In this third netting, there was a box, by which the powder,
from which the gas had already evaporated, was extracted with the help of a
wire.”

“Above the gas chamber rose four openings like small chimneys, into which
the gas was poured. These openings were closed by concrete lids with two-
handed wooden handles. ”

It is known that this version, with not-insignificant adjustments, later became
the one adopted by the orthodoxy, mainly thanks to Michat Kula.**® Kula, a
former Auschwitz inmate (Reg. No. 2718), who had worked in the inmate
metalworking shop (Haftlings-Schlosserei) — a unit of the of the Central Con-
struction Office’s workshops — declared during an interrogation by Jan Sehn
on 11 June 1945 that he himself had manufactured these alleged wire-mesh
columns,™® but this is not confirmed by the register of the metalworking
shop’s management (WL [Werkstattenleitung] Schlosserei), in which all the
work carried out by this workshop for the crematoria was recorded, since it
does not contain any entry for any such columns.
Dragon, on the other hand, leaned towards the other version (S11):

“Beneath these openings, in the gas chamber, false columns were installed re-
sembling the real ones present there. These false columns were internally emp-
ty, and their walls were made of iron plate with perforations, like the common
grates that covered the ventilation openings. ”

The witness did not refer to wire-mesh, but to punctured sheet metal like that
which covered the ventilation openings of Morgue 1 of Crematoria Il and
111.242 This version had a certain testimonial notoriety, because it was taken up
by other important former members of the Sonderkommando. For instance,
Miklds Nyiszli summarized it as follows in 1946 (Nyiszli, p. 34. English
translation: Mattogno 2020b, pp. 39f.):

“In the center of the room, at a distance of thirty meters from each other

[egymast6l harminc méter tavolsagra], a number of columns stretch from the
concrete floor to the ceiling. These are not support columns, but are rather

139 Kula replaced the “box, by which the powder [...] was extracted with the help of a wire” with a
small wire-mesh column with a distribution cone on top, which slid in the upper inner part of the
alleged introduction column; see Rudolf 2020, pp. 148-161.

140 AGK, NTN, 93 (Hoss Trial), Vol. 2, pp. 98-101.

141 See my study “The Elusive Holes of Death,” in: Rudolf/Mattogno, pp. 316-319.

142 See the photo in Pressac 1989, p. 233. See Document 18.
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quadrangular tinplate pipes [régyszogletii vasbdadog csovek], their sides
pierced throughout with holes like a grill. ”

In the same year, Dr. Charles Sigismund Bendel, another self-proclaimed
member of the Sonderkommando, wrote (Bendel, p. 161):

“At the center of these chambers, two latticed tubes [grillagés] descending
from the ceiling with an external valve [soupape] served for the emission
[émission] of the gases.”

This version, spiced up with some more fantasy, was incredibly exhumed by
Filip Muller as late as 1979 (Miiller, p. 60):

“The Zyclon B gas crystals were inserted through openings into hollow pillars
made of sheet metal. They were perforated at regular intervals and inside them
a spiral ran from top to bottom in order to ensure as even a distribution of the
granular crystals as possible.”

Tauber further stated that the lids of the alleged Zyklon-B-introduction devic-
es were made of “concrete” with “wooden handles.” | will preface this by say-
ing that the use of wooden handles in a lid more or less similar to that of a
concrete manhole cover does not exactly conform to normal construction cus-
tom, which would require iron handles. Dragon confirms that the alleged lids
were made of “heavy removable concrete” (S11; “concrete plates,” P12).

According to Michatl Kula, the Zyklon-B-introduction devices measured 70
c¢cm x 70 cm (confirmed by Piper 2000, p. 166) and crossed the ceiling of the
alleged homicidal gas chamber inside Crematorium Il (and I1I). If it was
topped off on the outside by a masonry chimney, this chimney must have
measured 94 cm x 94 cm (Rudolf/Mattogno, p. 385). Concrete has a specific
mass of 2.1-2.5 metric tons per cubic meter. | assume the average value to be
2.3. A concrete lid, assuming a minimum thickness of 5 cm, would therefore
have weighed (0.94 m x 0.94 m x 0.05 m x 2,300 kg/m3 =) 101.6 kg. Any
gassing would therefore have been a Herculean feat!

3.2.6. The “False” Showers
Tauber stated in this regard (P9f.):

“l emphasize that at first there were no benches or coat hangers in the un-
dressing room, and in the gas chamber [there were] no showers. They were in-
stalled only in the fall of 1943 in order to disguise the undressing room and
the gas chamber by presenting them as a bath and disinfection [room]. These
showers were attached to pieces of wood that had been inserted into the con-
crete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose. No water supply was con-
nected to these showers, so no water ever came out of them.”

In reality, the question should be considered within the context of the “Special

Measures for the Improvement of Hygienic Facilities” at Auschwitz as or-
dered by SS Brigadefuhrer Hans Kammler, head of Office Group C — Con-
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struction of the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office in early May
1943. | reconstructed this event in a separate study, which also involved the
crematoria of Birkenau (Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 22-33; see Mattogno 2004b). To
summarize it very succinctly:

On 13 May 1943, the head of the Auschwitz Central Construction Office,
Karl Bischoff, compiled a “Report on the Division of Labor for the Instant
Program at PoW Camp Auschwitz,” where we read:

“Civilian employee Jahrling has to carry out the installation of heaters and
boilers in the wash barracks, as well as the showers in the undressing room of
Crematorium I1I.”

Two days later, on 15 May, Bischoff sent the Topf Company an urgent tele-
gram in which he asked:

“Bring along Monday estimated project for hot water supply to 100 showers.
Provide for installation of heating coils or boilers in waste incinerator under
construction at Crem. Il1 or flue-gas duct for exploitation of high exhaust tem-
peratures.”

On 16 May, Bischoff sent Kammler a report in which he wrote, among other
things:
“Furthermore, it is planned to install heating coils in the garbage incinerator
at Crematorium I1l thereby to provide water for the shower installation to be
built in the cellar of Crematorium IlI.”

The project of the shower system in the basement of Crematorium Il was
soon replicated for Crematorium Il. On 5 June, the Topf Company sent a letter
to the Auschwitz Central Construction Office with the subject line “Cremato-
rium 11 and I1l. Garbage Incineration Furnace,” to which was attached Draw-
ing D 60446 for the installation of water boilers in the incinerator.

Finally, in a questionnaire on the crematoria dated June 1943, Bischoff an-
swered the question: “Are the exhaust gases being used?”: “planned but not
realized,” and to the next question: “If yes, state purpose,” he wrote: “for bath-
ing facilities in Crema. Il and 111" (Mattogno 2004b, pp. 276-278).

Therefore, there were showers in the basements of Crematoria Il and IlI,
and they were real showers, used by live people to take showers.

Pressac endeavored to find objective corroboration for Tauber’s claim that
the alleged fake showers “were attached to pieces of wood that had been in-
serted into the concrete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose.” After in-
specting the accessible ruins of the ceiling of the alleged gas chamber of
Crematorium 1, he identified and photographed several wooden pieces em-
bedded in the concrete, and held them to be wooden bases supporting false
showers (Pressac 1989, p. 488, Photos 18f.). In reality, however, these wood-
en pieces had been inserted into the reinforced-concrete ceiling of Morgue 1
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during the pouring of the concrete simply to support the fixtures for lighting
the room.*3

3.2.7. The Ventilation of the Alleged Gas Chamber
On this point Tauber stated:

“The ventilation system was installed in the walls of the gas chamber. From it
[the ventilation duct] opened towards the inside of the [gas] chamber small
openings equipped with nets [grates] of white sheet metal that were placed in
the upper part of the side walls and [other] lower openings protected by a kind
of iron muzzle [hemi-spherical iron grate]. The ventilation of the gas chamber
was connected to a system of ventilation pipes that were located in the un-

dressing room.” (P9)

“In this connection | would like to point out that the persons to be gassed who
were in the gas chamber often damaged the electrical cables, tore them out,
and damaged the ventilation system.” (P8)

The claim that the ventilation system was “installed in the walls of the gas
chamber” is, to say the least, improper, since the intake and exhaust ducts
were part of the masonry walls. These were a closed system and had no con-
nection with the ventilation system of the “undressing room,” which consisted
of wrought-iron tubes mounted to the ceiling.**

The witness clarified (P15f.):

“After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and had been locked
in, and before pouring the ‘Cyklon,” air was extracted from the chamber, in
fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to this purpose. It was a suction-
pressure system. The undressing room had only suction ventilation. Although
the ventilation was turned on after the door to the [gas] chamber was opened,
in the first moments after entering the chamber, when there were gassed per-
sons in the chamber, we worked on extracting the corpses while wearing gas
masks. ”

Dragon made fairly similar statements (S11):

“When the entire gas chamber was tightly packed with people, the door was
closed hermetically, and for a few minutes the ventilators sucked the air out of
the chamber. Then the fans were turned off, and an SS man opened the box
with Zyklon, climbed onto the roof, moved the lid of the opening described
above, and poured Zyklon into the chamber through the opening.

After about 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration ventilators were started, the
poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was opened. ”

143 See Rudolf/Mattogno, pp. 391f., and I1l. 9-12, pp. 405f.

144 The letter from the Topf Company to the Central Construction Office in Auschwitz dated 8 May
1942 explains that “wrought-iron pipes” (“schmiedeeiserne Rohrleitungen™) were planned for the
deaeration (“Abluft”) of Morgue 2, and that the main duct (“Hauptrohrleitung’) was to be mount-
ed to the ceiling of the room. RGVA, 502-1-312, p. 67.
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I have already explained above that the ventilation system of Morgue 1 of
Crematoria Il and 111 consisted of two fans, one for air intake, the other for air
extraction, which worked together: the intake fan brought fresh air from out-
side into the room, the extraction fan sucked in the stale air and blew it to the
outside.**® Even if the air-intake fan was turned off, the reduced pressure
caused by the extraction fan in the morgue would have sucked in fresh air
through the air-intake duct. Moreover, uncovering the alleged chimneys for
the introduction of Zyklon B would have allowed a generous air flow into the
room, rebalancing the pressure. The system of a partial vacuum described by
the two witnesses is therefore mere puerile fantasy.

According to Dragon, after “[a]bout 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration
ventilators were started, the poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was
opened.” The sentence is ambiguous, perhaps intentionally: it is unclear
whether the door to the room was opened at the same time when the fans were
started, or how long the ventilation had lasted already before the door was
opened, an element that is certainly not negligible, given the high toxicity of
hydrogen cyanide.

To what | have noted earlier, | should add that, given the obstruction of the
air-extraction openings of the alleged gas chamber by the bodies of the 2,500
gassing victims, the operation of the two ventilators would have created a
small overpressure in the room. When the door was opened, this would have
caused the diffusion and convection of the toxic gas mixture into the other
basement rooms of the crematorium.

3.2.8. The Subdivision of the Alleged Gas Chamber of Crematorium |1

Here we come to Tauber’s unverifiable statement which, according to van
Pelt, the revisionists presumably use “to refute the validity of the whole of
Tauber’s testimony”:

“At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was divided in two by a masonry wall,
so that it was suitable for gassing smaller transports. In this wall, there was a
door similar to the one [that led] from the corridor to the entire chamber. The
smaller transports were gassed in the rear chamber farther away from the en-
trance to the corridor.” (P9)

Here is Pressac’s comment on this (1989, p. 484):

“One of the very contestable points in the deposition. It would seem more log-
ical to gas in the gas chamber CLOSEST to the entrance, as this meant less
distance to transport the corpses and the ventilation system at the far of the
gas chamber must have been inefficient because it was poorly designed. ”

The testimony of Dr. Charles Sigismund Bendel is sometimes cited as “inde-
pendent confirmation” by the orthodoxy for this claimed division. While it is

145 For a detailed description of the ventilation system of Crematoria Il and I11 see Mattogno/Poggi,
pp. 55-138.
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true that both Tauber and Bendel state that there were two gas chambers in
Crematorium 11, Bendel claimed that they measured 10 m x 4 m (NMT Doc-
ument NI-11953) or 10 m x 5 m (NMT Document NI-11390), and were only
1.60 meters high, while the room from whose division these two gas chambers
would have arisen measured 30 m x 7 m and was 2.41 m high, dimensions
that are absolutely incompatible with those claimed by Bendel, and that can-
not be explained by a trivial error of judgment. Moreover, Bendel mentioned
the presence of two gas chambers in Crematorium Il not because of the subdi-
vision of a chamber, but only because he believed that every crematorium was
equipped with two gas chambers (Phillips, p. 135):

“In each crematorium there were generally two gas chambers.”

Henryk Mandelbaum also made a similar statement:. “One such bunker
[Morgue 1] was about 50 m long [actually 30 m], it was divided into two
parts,” but this dates back to the trial of the Auschwitz Camp Garrison (end of
November 1947); in his three previous statements (27 February 1945, 26 Sep-
tember 1946 and 19 March 1947), he never mentioned the alleged division of
the claimed gas chamber into two parts (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 179-216),
which suggests that he was influenced by Tauber’s deposition.

Szlama Dragon, on the other hand, spoke of a single, undivided gas cham-
ber (see Section 4.11.1.).

From the point of view of the economy of the alleged extermination, the
subdivision mentioned by Tauber is completely nonsensical, because accord-
ing to him there were allegedly three or even four gas chambers of various
sizes in Crematoria 1V and V, in which smaller transports could have been
gassed if needed. In his Soviet statement, he even claimed that this is exactly
what happened (S7):

“Depending on the number of people arriving, the Germans poisoned them
simultaneously [in Cremas IV & V] in one, two or three chambers.”

But if that was so, what was the point of wasting time, material and money to
divide the alleged gas chamber of Crematorium Il into two rooms?

It should be noted that Tauber wants to have worked in Crematorium Il un-
til mid-April 1943, after which he allegedly was assigned to Crematorium 1V.
In the summer of 1944, he participated in the excavation of the five “crema-
tion pits” in the courtyard of Crematorium V, but he does not specify when he
was assigned to this crematorium. In June 1944, after the failed uprising at-
tempt, the entire Sonderkommando was transferred to Crematorium 1V and,
after the October uprising, was housed in Crematorium I1I.

Therefore, he never returned to Crematorium 11, and consequently cannot
have been present at the alleged division of the claimed gas chamber into two
rooms (end of 1943), nor when the alleged fake showerheads were installed in
the basements of Crematoria Il and 11, so that his statements cannot be “eye-
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witness” accounts in this regard. This also applies to the following statement
(P25):
“Crematorium Il was built in the same way as Crematorium Il, with the dif-
ference that in this crematorium the cart for loading the corpses into the fur-
nace was not used right from the start.”

3.2.9. The Gassing Procedure at Crematoria IV and V

“In order to pour the Zyklon’ into the chamber, there were hatches with
grates in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be
closed hermetically with shutters.” (S6)

“All [the rooms] had gas-tight doors, windows fitted with gratings on the out-
side that could be closed from the outside by gas-tight shutters. These small
windows, which a standing man could reach with his hand raised, were used
to pour the contents of the ‘Cyklon’ cans into the gas chambers filled with
people.” (P26)
In another study, | documented — also visually — that such a procedure would
have been not only irrational and ridiculous, as Pressac had already pointed
out (1989, p. 386), but actually decidedly impossible, already due to the fact
that the grates installed in the side windows would have prevented anyone
from pouring into the alleged gas chambers the contents of any Zyklon-B can,
simply because the cans were larger than the space left by the bars of these
grates (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 170-179).

3.3. Strength and Events of the Sonderkommando

3.3.1. The Sonderkommando Strength in March/April 1943

According to Tauber’s Soviet testimony, at the time when he was transferred
to Crematorium | with a group of 20 Jewish inmates, 33 inmates were work-
ing there in total, 26 Jews and 7 Poles (S2). Therefore, 6 Jewish and 7 Polish
inmates had already been employed there. In his Polish testimony, Tauber
speaks instead of 7 Jewish and 3 Polish inmates (P2).

According to his Soviet testimony, 9 detainees of the initial 20 were left
alive at Crematorium | (S4), yet according to his Polish testimony, 12 of 22
(P6), and 3 of 25 according to the testimony given to the Jewish Historical
Commission.

In March-April 1943, the staff of the crematoria allegedly amounted to 400
persons, distributed as follows (S9):

— Crematoria Il and I111: 240 inmates
— Crematoria IV and V: 120 inmates
—sick and miscellaneous workers: 40 inmates
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However, Crematorium 111 was still under construction at the time,**® so 120
inmates cannot have served there in March-April 1943.
Tauber also says that the staff of the Sonderkommando was increased in

May 1944 to 1,000 prisoners, divided up as follows (S10):

— Crematorium 1I: 120 inmates

— Crematorium I11: 120 inmates

— Crematorium 1V: 60 inmates

— Crematorium V: 300 inmates

— “Separate Gas Chamber”: 300 inmates
However, adding these figures together, we get a total of 900, not 1,000. On
the other hand, according to extant documents, the maximum staff strength of
the crematoria in 1944 was 925 inmates (Mattogno 2016a, pp. 141-150), not
1,000. It was moreover distributed as follows on 1 August 1944:#

. . . Skilled |[Unskilled
Unit |Designation Guards workers | workers Sums
57-B |Stokers Crematorium | Day 2 1 109 112
57-B |Stokers Crematorium | Night 3 / 104 107
58-B |Stokers Crematorium Il Night 3 / 110 113
58-B |Stokers Crematorium Il Day 3 / 110 113
59-B |Stokers Crematorium Il Day 2 1 109 112
59-B |Stokers Crematorium I11 Night 3 / 110 113
60-B |Stokers Crematorium IV Night 3 / 109 112
60-B |Stokers Crematorium IV Day 3 1 109 113
61-B |Wood Unloaders Crem. IV / / 30 30
Totals:| 22 3 900 925

Note that the original document uses the Roman numerals | through IV for the
Birkenau crematoria, whereas today they are usually numbered 11 through V.
Hence, Tauber erroneously attributes 120 inmates to each of Crematoria Il and
I11, and only 60 each to Crematoria IV and V.
These documents especially refute the alleged presence of 300 inmates in
Crematorium V and 300 inmates in the alleged “Bunker 2”.

3.3.2. The Sonderkommando at the “Bunkers”

According to Danuta Czech, the 300 inmates of the Sonderkommando who
had carried out the cremation of the 107,000 corpses allegedly interred near
the Birkenau Camp, were gassed on 3 December 1942 to eliminate “the wit-
nesses to the corpse burning” (Czech 1990, pp. 277f.). On 6 December 1942, a
new Sonderkommando was allegedly established, of which Szlama Dragon
was also a member (ibid., p. 280), who worked on the gassings and pit crema-

146 Crematorium 111 was handed over to the camp administration ready for operation on 24 June
1943.

147 This distribution is attested from 28 July to 9 August 1944; on 10 August the helpers dropped to
870 because there were no more wood unloaders; Mattogno 2016a, pp. 141-145.
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tions at “Bunker 2” for three full months, hence at least until mid-March 1943.
In fact, Tauber states that at that time this Sonderkommando numbered 400
people (P18), 70 of whom were sent to Crematorium Il to remove the corpses
from the first gassing (P16). However, as shown in the previous section, this
does not fit in with the Sonderkommando, also of 400 inmates, who worked in
Crematoria 11-V. Thus, two Sonderkommandos existed in mid-March 1943,
both with 400 inmates, one working at “Bunker 2,” and the other in the crema-
toria. According to the logic followed by witnesses and Polish post-war trials,
the Sonderkommando in charge of the “bunker” should also have been exter-
minated, but instead everyone — witnesses, judges and historians (D. Czech) —
forgot about that squad. Since these 400 inmates could not have joined the
Sonderkommando of the crematoria, which already numbered 400 (so that its
total strength would have risen to 800 inmates), they were “exterminated”
without anyone noticing, which merely confirms that it was a purely fictitious
Sonderkommando.

3.3.3. The Alleged Gassing of 200 Sonderkommando Members

According to Danuta Czech, on 23 September 1944, 200 Jewish prisoners in
the Special Squad who are deployed to incinerate corpses in open pits are re-
moved — after the trenches are covered and graded [...],” and were subse-
guently gassed (ibid., p. 715). These were “carriers of secrets” who had to be
eliminated as such.

This is in contradiction to what Tauber reported. In fact, he mentioned the
gassing of 200 inmates of the Sonderkommando, but in a completely different
context: it was carried out as a result of the attempted revolt of June 1944, ev-
idently preemptively discovered by the SS, whose first victim was Kapo Ka-
minski, who was shot (P23).

The first source cited by Danuta Czech is the manuscript of Salmen Lew-
ental, which reads (Bezwinska/Czech 1992, p. 162):

“But the day came when our situation became very serious, the reason being
the transferring of our entire Kommando to crematoria I1-1V. And since there
was no ‘work’ there, we expected in the immediate future the Germans to
come and take away a group of men from among us. And so it came to pass,
200 men were taken, killed and cremated. ”

Here is a third version: the alleged elimination took place because there was
no “work” in Crematoria 11-1V in September 1944.

All this is in further contradiction of what Tauber reported. In fact, he stat-
ed that both the “Gas Chamber No. 2 and the pyres next to it” and the “pyres
at Crematorium 5” from May to October 1944 “worked intensively” (S10);
therefore, on the one hand the “cremation pits” had not been filled with earth
and leveled before 23 September, as Danuta Czech writes, and on the other
hand there was a lot of “work” at that time, contrary to what Lewental states.
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According to Tauber, moreover, there were at least 540 inmates working at
the pits,**® while Danuta Czech mentions only 200.

Extant documents show that on 7 September the staff of the crematoria
amounted to 874 inmates, and on October 3 to 662, a decrease of 212 inmates
(Mattogno 2016a, p. 149), but nothing shows that they were killed. In this re-
gard, Dragon’s account that | summarized earlier is very telling.

According to Tauber, the alleged gassing took place at the Auschwitz Main
Camp in the disinfestation chamber of the “Kanada” Inmate-Property Ware-
house (P23), which Pressac considers “impossible,” because the men of the
Sonderkommando, who knew the alleged gas chambers of Birkenau well,
would never have entered a gas chamber. Therefore, Pressac concludes (1989,
p. 498):

“This execution by gassing still remains to be proved.”

3.3.4. The Alleged Transfer to Lublin-Majdanek

The same uncertainty reigns over another purported event: the transfer of 300
inmates of the Sonderkommando to Lublin-Majdanek. Tauber stated that this
took place in January or February 1944, but provides no explanation for it
(P23).

Danuta Czech writes that this transfer occurred on 24 February 1944, and
that it involved 200 inmates, not 300. In a footnote, she cites the explanation
given by the witness Stanistaw Jankowski: it was a reprisal for the escape of
five Sonderkommando inmates, including one Daniel Obstbaum (Czech 1990,
p. 588). Jankowski actually mentions this fact (without naming Obstbaum),
but vaguely attributes it to early 1944 (Bezwinska/Czech 1992, p. 58). As a
source, however, Danuta Czech refers to the manuscript of Salmen Lewental,
who in turn reports on this transfer, but attributes it to the period of the Son-
derkommando uprising, thus to the beginning of October 1944, an error noted
by Danuta Czech herself, who — together with Jadwiga Bezwinska — edited the
second edition of this publication containing Lewental’s manuscript (ibid., p.
157, FN 63). Needless to say, there is no document that attests to this alleged
transfer, which also seems nonsensical: 200 prisoners are said to have been
transferred from one death camp to be Killed in another death camp! Not even
Daniel Obstbaum’s escape is confirmed by any document, but is based exclu-
sively on testimonies (Swiebocki, p. 222), which therefore creates a vicious
circle of mutually contradicting testimonies, in which Danuta Czech becomes
entangled. Whence she got the date 24 February 1944 is one of the many mys-
teries of her Auschwitz Chronicle (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 44-52).

148 300 inmates at “Bunker 2,” near Crematorium V likewise 300 inmates (S10), of which some 60
were probably crematorium workers, as for Crematorium 1V.
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3.3.5. The Sonderkommando Revolt

Tauber further stated that, after the attempted uprising in June 1944 and after
the gassing of the above-mentioned 200 inmates, the situation of the
remaining inmates became more and more serious and they were “watched
and monitored with doubled vigilance” (P23), which would have been quite
likely if there had really been an attempt at rebellion. On the other hand, the
documents show that, on 30 August 1944, the 874 inmates who made up the
crematorium staff were guarded by only 22 SS men, hence just one guard for
every 40 inmates. On 3 October, after the alleged gassing of 200 inmates,
there were 12 guards for 662 inmates, hence one guard for only every 55
inmates (see Mattogno 2016a, pp. 148f.). So the SS not only had not doubled
the number of guards in the crematoria, but had even decreased it by 72%!

Tauber dated the alleged Sonderkommando revolt to September 1944
(P24), while Czech insists in her Auschwitz Chronicle that this event took
place on October 7 (Czech 1990, pp. 724-726). In the same context, Tauber
spoke of the killing of 20-30 SS men, while there were only three alleged SS
victims (ibid., p. 726), and claimed that Crematorium V was blown up, a fact
which has not been established, as Pressac points out (1989, p. 498).

There is no documented record of a Sonderkommando uprising, but the ex-
tremely small number of SS victims shows that the prisoners’ accounts are
probably vastly exaggerated. On 3 October, the SS guards were distributed as
follows (Mattogno 2016a, p. 150):

Crematoria Il and I11:

— 1 guard for 84 inmates during day shift

— 3 guards for 85 inmates during night shift
Crematorium IV:

— 1 guard for 85 inmates during day shift

— 2 guards for 85 inmates during night shift
Crematorium V:

— 1 guard for 70 inmates during day shift
— 2 guards for 84 inmates during night shift

On 7 October, the staff of the crematoria was distributed in the same way.
Since the riot presumably broke out during the day, there were 84 inmates in
Crematoria Il and Ill, 85 inmates in Crematorium IV, and 70 inmates in
Crematorium V against only one SS guard in each building. Despite this, the
rioters overpowered and killed only three guards!

In the testimony given to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow,
Tauber contradicted himself once more by stating that the revolt was not start-
ed by the Sonderkommando, but by Hungarian Jews who, also in September
1944, “rebelled and threw themselves on the SS,” and that the victims among
the SS were not 20-30, but as many as 40!
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3.3.6. The Survival Mystery of 90 Sonderkommando Members, Tauber
Included

In his testimony to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow, Tauber

stated:

“This Kommando was liquidated after a few months, and the men who were
part of it were gassed. At the most, a few remained. ”

At that time, in fact, the story of the periodic liquidation of the Sonderkom-
mando members in order to eliminate dangerous “carriers of secrets” began
spreading among the ex-prisoners. This, however, is in open contrast both
with what Dragon has narrated and with the incomprehensible survival of 90
Sonderkommando inmates who, instead of being shot, were transferred on foot
together with the other inmates, giving them the opportunity to escape!

On the other hand, assuming the classic life span of a Sonderkommando
that recurs in this fable — 3-4 months — Tauber would have survived five to six
exterminations — from mid-March 1943 to the end of October 1944, which
was a total of 19 and a half months — what a lucky fellow!

3.4. Crude Atrocities Propaganda: People Burned Alive

Tauber also repeated the crudest propaganda themes invented by the Ausch-
witz underground resistance movement, in particular the most-gruesome one:
of people burned alive. In his Soviet deposition, he asserted that a part of the
Sonderkommando inmates were systematically killed by the SS “mainly by
burning” (S9), which he then repeated again (S10). In his Polish deposition, he
recounted some decidedly nonsensical episodes. | have already commented on
the story of the fireproof sack.

In his Polish testimony, Tauber developed this theme with various imagi-
native examples. If “dentists” neglected to extract a gold tooth from the
mouths of corpses, this was considered sabotage “and the offending dentist
was burned alive in a furnace”. Next, Tauber shamelessly invented this story
(P16):

“I personally witnessed a French Jewish dentist being burned in this way in

Crematorium V. He defended himself and shouted, but the SS, there were a few

of them, threw themselves on him, rendered him harmless, and put him alive in

a furnace. The punishment of being burned alive was used quite often for the

men of the Sonderkommando, [...].”

Two other no-less-imaginative stories follow (P17):

“1 also remember another case that took place in Crematorium No. V in Au-
gust of 1944. At that time a golden wedding ring and a watch were found on
one of the ordinary workers, a Jew from Walbrom named Lejb, about 20 years
old, dark-haired and wearing the number one hundred and eight thousand and
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more, during the change of shifts. All the Sonderkommando personnel em-
ployed in the crematorium were then assembled, and before their eyes, he was
hung with his hands tied behind [his back] from an iron bar above the gas
generators. He hung in this position for about an hour; then, after his arms
and legs had been untied, he was led into an unheated furnace in the cremato-
rium, where the ash box underneath was doused with gasoline and set alight,
so that the flames reached the muffle in which this Lejb was standing.

After a couple of minutes, the furnace was opened, and the doomed man es-
caped from it completely burned and was ordered to run around the courtyard
of the crematorium and shout that he was a thief, then he was ordered to climb
the barbed wires of the crematorium fence, which at that time, since it was
daytime, was not electrified. When he was on top of the wires, the crematorium
chief Moll shot him. Moll s first name was Otto.

Another time the SS chased an inmate who was dawdling at work at the
crematorium into a pit in which there was boiling human fat. At that time,
corpses were cremated in open-air pits, from which the fat flowed into a sepa-
rate tank dug into the earth. This fat was used to sprinkle on the corpses to
speed up the burning process. This unfortunate man was pulled out of that
grease tank still alive and was shot. To complete the formalities, the corpse
was taken to the block, where the Totenschein,’ was issued, and the corpse
was taken to the crematorium area only the next day and cremated in a pit.”

Here, the tragicomic thing is that Tauber claimed to have been an eyewitness
to these grotesque propaganda stories.

He further related that “[i]n many cases, he [Moll] threw people alive into
the burning pits” (P22). Pressac “documented” this assertion by publishing a
painting(!) by David Oleére depicting Moll threatening with a pistol two wom-
en standing at the edge of a pit from which flames are rising (Pressac 1989, p.
497). As | explained earlier, given the temperature of the burning pit, the two
unfortunate women would have been burned alive without the need to throw
themselves into the pit, and Moll himself would suffer the same fate (see Mat-
togno 2021a, pp. 126-129).

Another propaganda tale is that of an Unterscharfuhrer who very often “ar-
rived at the crematorium, and cut the fat meat off the corpses of those shot”
and took it away (P24; see more such lurid tales in Mattogno 2021a, pp. 54-56).

And here is a final tall tale worth a mention (P6):

“I remember that Kapo Mietek asked Grabner to assign him a prisoner for
work, because one of our group had died. Grabner replied that he could not
give him a ‘Zugang,’ but if he killed four other Jews, he would give him five
‘Zugang.’ He also asked Mietek what he beat the inmates with. Mietek showed
him a stick. Grabner then grabbed an iron grate [sic] and told Mietek that he
had to hit the inmates with this.”

Such propagandistic nonsense does not even merit comment.
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4. Szlama Dragon

4.1. Dr. Mengele

As Dragon asserted during the Soviet interrogation and reiterated in his Polish
deposition, SS Hauptsturmfiihrer Dr. (Camp Physician) Josef Mengele was
already in Auschwitz at the beginning of December 1942:

“The selection of people for cremation was the responsibility of the SS fascist
Mengele, a doctor, and SS [man] Mol [Moll], who directed the mass cremation
of people arriving from various countries and of various nationalities, regard-
less of gender and age.” (S2)

“I arrived in OSwigcim on 7 December 1942 by train, in a transport of 2,500
Jews of different genders and ages from the Mlawa Ghetto. At the station, this
transport was received by Lagerfiihrer Plage, Raportfihrer Palitsch and Camp
Physician Mengele. Already at the station, they carried out the selection, sepa-
rating the women and children into one group, the men into another.” (P1)

It is an established fact, however, that Mengele was transferred to Auschwitz
only on 30 May 1943 (Lasik 1995, p. 289), by which time the alleged activity
of the “bunkers” had ceased a few months earlier. This cannot be a harmless
“confusion” (as expressed by Saletti, FN 3, p. 95), because the witness
claimed to have known Mengele personally (P8):

“He was a man of my height, I think he was about 40 years old, with brown
hair.”

Therefore, he could not have mistaken him for another SS medical officer.
Tauber also invokes Mengele’s presence at Crematorium Il in his description
of the “first gassing” in that building, and concerning the alleged events that
took place there until mid-April 1943:

“From a window in the heating room, | observed how the ‘Cyklon’ was
poured into the gas chamber. Each transport was followed by a car bearing
the insignia of the Red Cross. The Camp Doctor Mengele and Rottenflihrer
Scheimetz arrived in this car at the crematorium.” (P18)

This Scheimetz (also mentioned by Dragon) is a fictional character, of whose
existence there is no documentary evidence. Piper mentions him in his list of
“SS Disinfectors, SS Paramedics and Other SS Members” but merely with a
simple reference to Tauber’s sentence quoted earlier.**® Aleksander Lasik, in
his documented article whose title translates to “The staffing of the SS sani-

149 Piper, “Anhang 1, Unmittelbar bei den Gaskammern und Krematorien eingesetzte SS-
Angehdrige,” in: Diugoborski/Piper 1999, Vol. I11, p. 269.
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tary service in the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp in the years
1940-1945” lists in alphabetical order 184 names, and devotes a generous
page to Josef Mengele (Lasik 1997, p. 314), but does not mention Scheimetz
at all.

Linked to this fictional character is a similarly fictional anecdote, told by
Tauber as follows (P19):

“He then told him verbatim: ‘Scheimetz, gib ihnen das Fressen, sie sollen di-
reckt nach Kattowitz fahren.’l**! This meant that Scheimetz had to hurry up
and pour the ‘Cyklon’ into the chamber.”

The anecdote was therefore a known Auschwitz rumor bandied about among
inmates, but the imaginary Scheimetz was known only to those witnesses who
stayed at Auschwitz or returned there after the arrival of the Soviets.

This rumor-mill anecdote was also known to the well-known impostor Mi-
klos Nyiszli, who reported it in two almost-identical versions (see Mattogno
2020b, pp. 137, 159, 216):

“On one occasion | chanced to hear the SS doctor urging his assistant: ‘Gib
schon das Fressen den Juden!”” (“Give the fodder to the Jews! )

“‘Gib schon schneller das Fressen den Juden!’” (“Make haste giving the Jews
the fodder!”)

4.2. The “Bunkers” of Birkenau: the Term

Szlama Dragon is the witness par excellence regarding the “bunkers” of
Birkenau for the period December 1942-March 1943. Nevertheless, it is an in-
controvertible fact that, at the time of his Soviet interrogation, he still did not
know the alleged name of the “bunkers”: the official name of the two alleged
gassing installations was, he insisted, “gazokamery,” “gas chambers”:

“It turned out that they had all been deceived: they were not escorted to a
rubber factory but taken to two gas chambers.

I, who was part of one of the two groups, was taken to the gas chamber which
was called Gas Chamber No. 2, the second group was taken to Gas Chamber
No.1.” (S3)

“In the gas chamber named Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two rooms, in Gas
Chamber No. 2, there were 4.” (S4)
A little less than two-and-a-half months later, the witness had learned that

these alleged installations were now to be called “bunkers,” and in the relevant
interrogation, he always used that very term:

150 «Scheimetz, give them the fodder; they should go directly to Kattowitz”.
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“This chamber was called Bunker No. 2. Apart from it, at a distance of about
half a kilometer, there was another chamber that was called Bunker No. 1.”
(P3)
The designations of “little red house” (“czerwony domek™) and “little white
house” (“bialy domek”) for Bunkers 1 and 2 had not yet been invented, so
Dragon never used them.

4.3. Dragon’s Labor Activities

Dragon’s personal fate after his alleged assignment to the Sonderkommando
make no sense from an orthodox point of view. He declared in his Soviet
deposition:
“After working one day in Gas Chamber No. 2, | became ill, so | was assigned
to cleaning and other work in Barracks No. 2. | worked in the barracks until
May 1943, and then | was assigned to the job of collecting bricks from the
brick basements and brick half-basements that had been blown up by the Ger-
mans. | worked there until February 1944; at the same time, | worked in Gas
Chamber No. 2, for about two months, a few days in Gas Chamber No. 1.”
(S4)
“In February 1944 | was sent to work in Crematorium No. 4.” (S6)

Hence, he worked in “Bunker 1” only one day, the first day to be precise, on
11 December 1942. Then he fell ill, but instead of being gassed or liquidated
with the classic shot in the back of the neck — as the orthodoxy insists was the
inevitable fate of those who became unable to work — he was sent to do small
jobs in Barracks No. 2, where he remained for five months, until May 1943.
Then he was assigned to the Demolition Squad until February 1944, but “at
the same time” — that is, between May 1943 and February 1944 — he worked
for about two months in “Gas Chamber No. 2” and for a few days in “Gas
Chamber No. 1”. However, this is in contrast to the fact that “[a]fter the con-
struction of the crematorium called No. 2 in Brzezinka [i.e., from April 1943
according to Tauber], the barracks in Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the
pits were filled in” (P5), so there was no more work to be done.
Dragon clarified in his Polish interrogation (P6):

“In the fall of the same year [1943], | was again employed by the Sonderkom-
mando. In between my work at the bunkers [and his reassignment to the Son-
derkommando] | was employed in the Abbruchkommando [Demolition
Squad].”
According to this version, the witness was no longer assigned to the “bunkers”
in the fall of 1943, but was working in a crematorium, and evidently “at the
same time” worked in the Demolition Squad until February 1944!
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If one were to deduce anything sensible from this account, he went from
“Bunker 1” to “Barrack No. 2” (which, in the Polish version, becomes Block
13, then Block 11, of Camp Sector Blld; P6) to the Demolition Squad, and at
the same time worked at the Sonderkommando (of Crematorium IV, if we be-
lieve his Soviet deposition). He therefore had a great deal of contact opportu-
nities with other inmates. But here, another contradiction arises: the block in
which the Sonderkommando was housed

“was enclosed and surrounded by a wall to isolate it from the other blocks.
We were not allowed to communicate with the inmates in another block.” (P4)

Nevertheless, Dragon was sent to work for a few months with the Demolition
Squad, so that he could safely tell the other prisoners the “terrible secrets” of
the “bunkers” and Crematorium V!

But in this regard the witness further contradicted himself, asserting in his
Polish deposition that the crematorium in question was actually Crematorium
V (P6):

“l worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned to

work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time the

furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation. This crematorium
was not put into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian

Jews began to arrive.”

Rudolf Hoss, about this crematorium, wrote (Hoss, p. 215):

“[Crematorium] Number IV had to be repeatedly shut down, since after its
fires had been burning for from four to six weeks, the ovens or the chimneys
burned out.”

But Dragon did not mean a reactivation of the crematorium after the necessary
repairs — which he never mentions — but rather its initial commissioning.
In contradiction to this, he stated (P9):

“At the beginning of May 1944, the gassing and cremation of Hungarian Jew-
ish transports began in Crematorium V. The gassed bodies of some of the first
transports were cremated in the furnaces of Crematorium IV, because the
chimneys of Crematorium V were damaged at the time. Eventually, the Hun-
garian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose at the building of Crema-
torium No. V.”

How long did the witness serve at the “bunkers™? In 1942, as seen earlier, on-
ly one day at “Bunker 2”; in 1943 (from the month of May onwards), never, as
the orthodox narrative has it that these facilities were not in operation between
late March 1943 and mid-May 1944 (or not even existing anymore — Bunker
1), despite Dragon’s false claim to the contrary. And in 1944, he either
worked at “Bunker 2 not at all, or maybe two days (see Section 4.8.).
Therefore, it must be acknowledged that he had exceptional mnemonic and
descriptive abilities, because he describes with extreme detail a supposed in-
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stallation that he claims to have seen for only one day (Bunker 2), and another
that he had never seen (Bunker 1)!

4.4, The “Bunkers” of Birkenau: Enormous Contradictions

Regarding these “bunkers,” Dragon’s statements during the Soviet and the
Polish interrogations are in stark contrast, and not only because of the nomen-
clature.

To Captain Levin, the witness stated that “Gas Chambers No. 1 and No. 2
were about 3 kilometers apart” (S4), yet to Jan Sehn he said that this distance
was “about half a kilometer” (P3). He did not explain whether these distances
were as the crow flies or by road. If one refers to the actual location of the two
“bunkers” as claimed by the orthodoxy, they were about 700 meters apart as
the crow flies, about 1,700 m along the longer road.™* But this has no rele-
vance, because Dragon did not provide any indication as to where the alleged
“bunkers” actually were located, an inexplicable fact if he really knew their
locations: the alleged “Bunker 1” was in fact a house presumably located
about 25 meters from the western fence of Construction Sector Ill, in the area
between the sewage treatment plant and the north-western corner of the camp,
while “Bunker 2” was located about 250 meters west of the Zentralsauna.

Dragon adds that “from Barracks No. 14, all those selected for the Sonder-
kommando /Special Kommando/ were transferred to Barracks No. 2, which
was located about one kilometer away from the gas chamber” (S3), but since
there were two alleged “gas chambers,” such a description makes little sense.
On the other hand, he does not even explain which route the Sonderkommando
took to leave the Camp Sector BIIf in order to reach this “gas chamber”.

In the Soviet interrogation, Dragon stated that the “gas chambers had been
converted from two houses, whose windows had been made airtight” (S4), but
in the Polish interrogation he stated that “the windows were bricked up” (P2).

According to him, the “Gas Chamber No. 1” had two rooms, which could
contain 1,500-1,700 people on an area of about 80 square meters (S5) — be-
tween 19 and 21 people per square meter! Dragon claimed moreover:

“In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through
one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corps-
es were brought out. [...] Next to the door through which people entered was a
sguare opening measuring 40 x 40 cm, through which Zyklon, which contained
hydrogen cyanide, was poured into the chamber from a box.” (S4)

However, in the drawing of “Bunker 1” created by Engineer Nosal on Drag-
on’s instructions, there are only one door and two small windows in each
room (see Document 9).

151 Not considering the “forest” shortcut, which saved about 300 meters.
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“Bunker 2” is said to have had a floor surface of 100 square meters, and
was supposedly divided into four gas chambers (S5), which could allegedly
contain a total of 2,000 people (S5). In the Polish interrogation Dragon speci-
fied the capacities of the single chambers: 1,200, 700, 400, 200-250 people
(P3), so that the total capacity was no longer 2,000, but 2,500 to 2,550 victims
— 25 people per square meter!

This absurd figure, however, makes it possible to calculate the floor areas
of the individual rooms, which turn out to be 48, 28, 16 and 8 square meters.
If the width of the small house was about 8 meters, as Franciszek Piper
claims,* the last room was a narrow corridor 1 meter wide!

Since that was a time of supposedly immense exterminations — 10,000 to
12,000 victims, or some four gassings a day (S7) — this nonsensical four-part
division of “Bunker 2,” which would only have created obstacles and difficul-
ties, refers to that stubborn attitude, both by witnesses and historians, whereby
the nonsense described by the witnesses is blamed on the SS, as if they were a
bunch of imbeciles.

In front of Judge Sehn, the witness significantly revised the capacity of the
alleged gas chambers:

“The capacity of Bunkers No. 1 and 2 was about 4,000 people. Bunker No. 2
could hold more than 2,000 persons in all of its gas chambers at the same
time, Bunker No. 1 less than 2,000.” (P6)

However, the capacity of “Bunker 1” in the Soviet interrogation was 1,500 to
1,700 persons, that of “Bunker 2” in the Polish interrogation was 2,500 to
2,550.

To the Soviets, the witness stated (S4):

“About 500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1 were two standard wooden
barracks, and at a distance of 150 meters from Gas Chamber No. 2 were two
more similar barracks.”

In contrast to this, in the Polish interrogation he stated:

“Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 meters from

that little house [Bunker 2].” (P2)

“In the vicinity of Bunker 1 was a small barn and 2 barracks.” (P3)
Probably someone had pointed out to him that only a demented person would
have placed the undressing shacks 500 meters (but also 150) from the alleged
gas chambers, having then to escort and guard in the middle of the surround-
ing fields and forests very large groups of naked victims, in fact, some 1,500
to 2,500 of them.

152 Piper 2000, p. 139. According to Piper, the exterior measurements of the cottage were 8.34 m x
17.07 m. The interior area, excluding the perimeter walls, was approximately 122 square meters.
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4.5. The Cremation Pits at the “Bunkers”

Dragon also became entangled in further contradictions about the cremation
pits, beginning with their location. In the Soviet deposition he said:

“500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1, there were four pits where the
people were burned, [...].” (S5)

“At a distance of 150 meters from Chamber No. 2, there were 6 pits of the ex-
act same size as those [located] at Chamber No. 1.” (S6)

To Judge Sehn, however, he recounted:

“In the vicinity of Bunker 1 there was a small barn and 2 barracks. The pits
were located far away [...].” (P3)

“Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 meters from
that little house [Bunker 2]. On the other side there were 4 pits, [...].” (P2)

Since the expression “in the vicinity of Bunker 1” in relation to the two bar-
racks corresponds to 500 meters in the Soviet interrogation, it must be inferred
that “far away” designated a distance even greater than 500 meters.

In the Soviet interrogation, “Gas Chamber No. 1” was equipped with four
cremation pits measuring 30-35m x 7-8 m x 2 m, with a capacity of 7,000-
8,000 bodies per day (S5). Gas Chamber No. 2, on the other hand, had six pits,
with a capacity of at least 10,000 bodies per day (S6). Dragon goes on to ex-
plain that

“In 24 hours, in all 10 pits, an average of no [less than] 17,000-18,000 per-
sons were burned, but on certain occasions the number of persons cremated in
24 hours amounted to 27,000-28,000 persons, arriving by transport from vari-
ous countries and belonging to various nationalities, especially Jews. ” (S6)

These statements are nothing short of delusional. It should be remembered
that Dragon refers to the period from the beginning of December 1942 to the
beginning of March 1943. According to Czech’s Auschwitz Chronicle, the
peak of extermination activity was reached in January 1943, with about
45,000 killed during that month, an average of about 1,450 per day. For Drag-
on, however, the daily average of the exterminated was 17,000-18,000, with
peaks of 27,000-28,000! This means that in the three months of activity of the
“bunkers” (early December 1942 through early March 1943, the period cov-
ered by Dragon’s “eyewitness testimony”) an average of (17,000 to 18,000
bodies/day x 30 days/month x 3 months =) about 1,530,000 to 1,620,000 Jews
were killed and cremated outdoors, but the total number of Jews deported to
Auschwitz amounted only to about 97,000.%%

In the Polish interrogation, Dragon adjusted the number and dimensions of
the cremation pits: there were no longer six pits near “Bunker 2” but only

153 Piper 1993, Table titled “Die Transporte mit Juden nach Auschwitz aus den einzelnen Landern
von 1940 bis 1945,
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four, and they no longer measured 30-35m x 7-8 m x 2 m, but 30 m x 7 m x
3 m (P2), but he did not dare to repeat the previous absurdities. For “Bunker
1,” he did not even indicate the number of pits, nor did he mention their ca-
pacity.

What is more, all his crazy claims about the pit’s capacities are rendered
meaningless by this statement of his:

“We emptied the ash pits generally about 48 hours after cremation. ” (P4)

This means that the pits were idle for two out of three days, so it makes no
sense to talk about daily capacities. It should also be noted that the witness
didn’t quite get the cock-and-bull story of human-fat recovery straight (see
Mattogno 2021a, pp. 126-129), because he stated, rather puerilely:

“The human fat came from the pits in which people were burned through spe-
cial channels that went to another small pit, where the fat dripped, which was
collected by the SS themselves. ” (S6)

According to the common delusional testimonies on this, the task of scooping
the boiling fat (and getting broiled in the process) obviously is said to have
fallen to the inmates of the Sonderkommando.

4.6. Extermination Technique of “Bunker 17

4.6.1. Tasks of the Sonderkommando Inmates
The Sonderkommando of “Gas Chamber No. 2,” according to Dragon, was
divided up as follows (S3):

— 12 inmates (among them Dragon) removed the bodies from the gas cham-

bers

— 10 inmates carried the corpses to the carts

— 30 inmates loaded the corpses onto the carts

— 20 inmates threw the corpses into the pits

— 28 inmates carried wood to the pits

— 2 inmates removed gold teeth, rings, etc. from the corpses

— 2 inmates cut the hair of the corpses
The total is 104 inmates, but “110-120 people were working at the clearing of
Chamber No. 2 and the burning of the corpses” (S6).

According to Dragon, 200 inmates were selected on 10 December 1942 for
the Sonderkommando of the “bunkers” (S2), of which precisely 110-120 were
assigned to “Gas Chamber No. 2,” so that 80-90 inmates remained for “Bun-
ker 1,” even less than the 104 mentioned above.

Although he had only worked in “Bunker 2,” Dragon strangely described
in more detail the removal and cremation of the corpses from “Bunker 1,” alt-
hough he did not indicate the division of duties in that case. In what follows, |
base myself on that of “Gas Chamber No. 2”.
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The four (or maybe six) pits were connected to the “bunker” by a narrow-
gauge railway on which five cars moved, each carrying 25-30 corpses. The
transport (round trip) took about 20 minutes and in 24 hours 7,000-8,000
corpses were cremated (S5).

4.6.2. Corpse Removal from the Gas Chambers
On this point Dragon states:

“The removal of the corpses from the chamber, as | have already explained,
was carried out in turn by 12 persons, every 15 minutes [they] removed them
in [sets of] 6 persons.” (S5)

“When we declared in spite of this lesson that we could not manage to work
like this, he [Moll] divided us up in groups of two.” (P2)

The 12 inmates were divided into two groups of six, who took turns working
every 15 minutes, so that there were always six inmates working in the alleged
gas chambers; since they worked in pairs, these six inmates transported three
corpses at a time. How many transports of corpses were necessary to empty
the alleged gas chamber? According to Dragon, the chamber contained 1,500-
1,700 people (S5; in the Polish statement “less than 2,000,” P3,6), but within
“24 hours, 7,000-8,000 people were burned in the pits” of “Bunker 1” (S5),
which corresponds to four gassings of 1,750-2,000 people each.

Assuming the minimum figure of 1,750 per gassing batch, each pair of in-
mates would have to make (1,750 + 3 =) 583 trips (of three corpses by six in-
mates). The time indicated by the witness is two to three hours (S5). On the
basis of the maximum duration — 3 hours or 180 minutes — one transport
would have taken (180 + 583 =) 0.31 minutes, hence about 19 seconds, which
also includes the time lost due to the 11 changes of personnel every 15
minutes.

Bunker 1, according to the plan drawn up by Engineer Nosal on the basis
of Dragon’s statements, had two gas chambers each with one single door for
both entry and exit, accessed via a staircase of 7-8 steps (visible on Nosal’s
drawing; see Document 9). However, this does not correspond to Dragon’s
description (S4):

“In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through

one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corps-

es were brought out.”

The fact remains, however, that each room had only one door for removing
the bodies, which could be passed through by only one pair of inmates at a
time. Therefore, depending on the pace of work, the other two pairs had to
queue up to pass through it in turn. Under such conditions, removing a corpse
every 19 seconds is a blatant absurdity.

That this is a purely fictitious story is also demonstrated by the fact that the
shifts are completely incongruous with the structure of the “bunker”: since the
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bunker had two rooms, the six detainees who alternated every 15 minutes
could not work three to a room, because they worked in pairs; as a result, four
worked in one room and two in the other — an inefficient and senseless organi-
zation of work.

During the Soviet interrogation, Dragon declared that “clearing of the
chamber lasted 2-3 hours” (S5), but in 1993, when asked by Gideon Greif how
long it took to carry the corpses out of the house (Greif, p. 136), Dragon re-
lied:

“We worked almost all day long.”

4.6.3. Transporting the Corpses to the Cremation Pits

When the work of clearing the chambers was finished, ten inmates transported
the corpses piled up outside the gas chambers next to the carts, presumably al-
S0 in pairs, so each pair had to move (7,000 to 8,000 + 5 =) 1,400 to 1,600
corpses per day; it is not known how long that took. Then another 30 inmates
loaded the corpses onto the five carts, 25-30 in each, and made the trip to the
pits and back in about 20 minutes. Each transport thus comprised a maximum
of (5 carts x 30 bodies/cart =) 150 corpses, and the transport of all the bodies
took a total of (7,000 to 8,000 + 150 =) 46 to 53 trips, or (46 to 53 trips x 20
min =) 920-1,060 minutes, or 15.3 to 17.7 hours.

How did the carts move? Were they human-powered, or was there a small
locomotive? Dragon did not clarify this essential point; fortunately, he did so
in his 1993 interview with Gideon Greif. On that occasion, he clearly stated
that the carts were pushed by hand by the inmates:

“Another group gathered up bodies and put them on trolleys that ran on a
track. Others wheeled the trolleys to the edge of the pits.” (ibid., pp. 137f.)

“We took the bodies from the hut to the pits in carts and threw them in...”

(ibid., p. 136)
A self- proclaimed colleague of Dragon, Eliezer Eisenschmidt, who arrived at
Auschwitz in a different (Reg. No. 80765) and was also assigned to the Son-
derkommando, declared in an interview with Greif, also in 1993 (ibid., p.
223):

“For example, six men pushed the carts that carried the bodies, [...]”

Another self-proclaimed companion in misfortune of Dragon, who according
to himself worked at the Sonderkommando of the “bunker,” Maurice Benrou-
bi, outlined the following picture (Pressac 1989, p. 162):

“We marched 200 metres and stopped in a clearing. Two SS officers were

there and gave orders to the SS men. Further on about one hundred Sonder-
kommando men were pushing platforms of 3m by 2m mounted on wheels
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[...**] and on these platforms there were corpses lying one on top of the other.
They put them in front of graves about 20m long, 3m wide and 2.50m deep. ”

Leaving aside further contradictions (starting with the dimensions of the pits,
which for Dragon were 30-35m x 7-8 m x 2 or 30 m x 7 m x 3 m), it is an-
other fact that Dragon, in his tall tale, forgot precisely the team that must have
been assigned to pushing the carts, and also the team that would have been as-
signed to their unloading, which must have been more or less equal to the
team assigned to their loading, i.e., 30 prisoners.

The five carts each contained at least (25 bodies x 60 kg/body** =) 1,500
kg of bodies, a total of 7,500 for five carts, plus the weight of the five carts
themselves — at least another 2,500 kg,**® for a total of 10,000 kg or ten metric
tons. How many inmates would it have taken to push this load 150 meters?
And how long would it have taken? Dragon childishly simplifies these issues,
and this is another indication that his account is not about real events.

4.6.4. Fuel Wood for Burning Corpses

Dragon stated that “28 persons to carry wood to the pits to cremate the corps-
es” (S3), but does not explain either how much wood was needed for each pit,
where it was taken from, or how it was transported there.

For the open-air incineration of a corpse of about 60 kg, a minimum quan-
tity of 160 kg of dry wood is assumed®’ (or about 300 kg, if green wood is
used).'®® Therefore, for the cremation of the claimed 7,000 to 8,000 daily gas-
sing victims, the wood consumption would have been 1,120,000 to 1,280,000
kg of dry wood and 2,100,000 to 2,400,000 of green wood. It follows that
each of the above 28 wood carriers would have had to bring to the pyres from
a minimum of (1,120,000 + 28 =) 40 metric tons of wood to a maximum of
(2,400,000 + 28 =) about 85.7 metric tons of wood every day. These figures
are so enormous that they alone expose Dragon’s tale as completely made up.
For example, if somehow each wood-carrying inmate had brought 100 kg of
wood to the pits every five minutes (outward journey, loading of wood,
transport to the pits, unloading), it would have taken at least (40,000 kg + 100
kg x 5 min =) 2,000 minutes, or over 33 hours per 24-hour day!

154 Pressac’s comments omitted.

155 Average weight of a corpse according to Pressac (1989, p. 475) and van Pelt (pp. 470, 472).

156 The small mining carts intended to be moved by men or horses weighed no more than 2,000 kg
when fully loaded; the medium ones had a gross weight of 3,200 kg, and the large ones about
5,000, with a cart weight of 1,400 kg (Martelli, pp. 276, 280). From these data, based on the ratio
wagon weight/gross weight, it can be deduced that the smallest wagon weighed about 500 kg and
carried 1,500 kg.

157 See Mattogno/Kues/Graf, pp. 1291f.

158 Ibid., p. 1296. | assume a calorific value of 3,700 kcal/kg for dry wood and 1,900 kcal/kg for
green wood.



126 C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ |1

4.7. Extermination Technique of “Bunker 2~

According to Dragon’s Soviet deposition, the pits at “Gas Chamber No. 2”
had a capacity of 10,000 victims per day. Here, the clearing of the four rooms
took “no more than two hours” (S5), because it was carried out through the
entrance and exit doors, since “the narrow-gauge railway ran on both sides of
Gas Chamber No. 2, next to the doors” (S6). However, in Engineer Nosal’s
drawing of “Bunker 2,” the railroad runs past only the exit doors (named
“W1-4”; see Document 10).

| already noted earlier that Nosal’s drawings are also incorrect regarding
the number of doors of the alleged gas chambers of “Bunker 1,” but Dragon
made an explicit reference to this drawing (P3):

“The chamber | described was accurately drawn on the basis of my statements
by Engineer Nosal, from Oswigcim. This chamber was called Bunker No. 2.”

The fact that the witness did not notice such gross errors is inexplicable.

The removal of corpses was carried out by the twelve aforementioned in-
mates who worked alternately (every 15 minutes) in three pairs. This division
is also inconclusive, because if there were ten doors for the extraction of
corpses (the five exit doors plus the five entrance doors), it would have been
rational and efficient to assign 20 inmates to “Bunker 2” working in 10 pairs,
one for each door.

The capacity of 10,000 victims per day corresponds to five fully loaded
gassing batches of 2,000 people each. Removing the bodies of one gassing
took no more than two hours, or 120 minutes. It follows that each pair of in-
mates had to remove (2,000 + 3 =) 667 bodies within 120 minutes, hence one
body in (120 + 667 =) 0.20 minutes or 12 seconds (or (667 + 120 =) 5.5 bodies
per minute), including seven breaks for shift changes.

After that, five pairs of inmates had to transport the 10,000 daily corpses to
the carts, and another five pairs had to load them onto the carts. However,
since the narrow-gauge railway passed in front of the exit doors of the gas
chambers, the corpses would be piled up in the space between, as is clear from
Engineer Nosal’s drawing mentioned earlier. In practice, the unit of ten in-
mates in charge of transporting the corpses to the carts would have been com-
pletely useless, as the carts are said to have stopped right in front of the doors.
Only the unit of loaders of the carts would have been necessary.

The six cremation pits were located 150 meters away from the “bunker.” A
narrow-gauge railway with 7-8 carts ran from the one to the other (S5f.),
which must be assumed to be the same as those of “Gas Chamber No. 1.” If
there were eight carts, since the largest gas chamber had a floor area almost
equal to that of the other three combined (48 versus 52 square meters), even
the least-capable work organizer would have placed four wagons in front of
Door W1, two in front of Door W2 and one each in front of Doors W3 and
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W4, and then put them together in a single convoy, once the loading was fin-
ished.

These eight carts would have had a maximum load of (25 bodies/carts x 8
carts =) 200 corpses at a time, equivalent to (200 bodies x 60 kg/body =)
12,000 kg, plus another 4,000 kg for the carts, as explained earlier, for a total
of 16 metric tons. The transport of 10,000 corpses therefore required (10,000
+ 200 =) 50 fully loaded trips of 150 meters, and as many empty return trips,
pushing 16 metric tons on the outward trip and four tons on the return trip.

As | noted earlier, Dragon forgot the unit who had to push the carts, and al-
so the one who had to unload them near the pits.

How many inmates would have been needed to push these 16-ton trains
(loaded) or 4-ton trains (empty)? And how long would the entire operation
have taken?

| noted already earlier that the breakdown of the work assigned to the in-
mates of the Sonderkommando shows 104 people, while the total group is said
to have amounted to 110-120. It follows that for this job, undoubtedly the
most-difficult and -strenuous, somewhere between 6 and 16 inmates remained
available. According to the maximum figure, 16 inmates would have had to
push eight carts weighing a total of 16 tons over a distance of 150 meters,
which is equivalent to two metric tons for each pair of inmates. — A decidedly
impossible feat.

In his Polish deposition, the witness inexplicably reduced the number of
“dentist” and “barber” inmates from two to one (P2). When considering the
organization of labor, only a demented person would have planned to have on-
ly two barbers cut the hair off the bodies of the (10,000 x 40% =) 4,000
gassed women, and only two dentists check the mouths of the (10,000 x 80%
=) 8,000 adult corpses to locate and extract any gold teeth.**®

4.8. “Bunker 2” in 1944

Dragon also made contradictory statements regarding the activity at “Bunker
2”in 1944:

“After the construction of the crematorium called No. 2 in Brzezinka, the bar-
racks at Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the pits were filled in. The bunker
itself was maintained until the end, and after a very long pause, it was used
again for the gassing of the Hungarian Jews. Then new barracks were built
and [more] pits were dug. At that time, they worked in two shifts in this bun-
ker, meaning day and night. | myself worked there, I think, two days.” (P5)

“However, since [more and] more Hungarian Jews were arriving by transport,
Bunker No. 2 was put back into operation, and people were gassed and burned

159 The percentages adopted are explained in Chap. 4.12.2.
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there. | do not know how many people were burned every day in this bunker,
because during the period in which the Hungarian Jews were cremated there,
I was not working in Bunker No. 2.” (P9)

“l calculate the number of those gassed in the two bunkers and four cremato-
ria at over 4 million. This was also the opinion of the other prisoners em-
ployed in the Sonderkommando. ” (P10)

In summary, the witness did not work in “Bunker 2” during the alleged gas-
sing of the Hungarian Jews, but at the same time worked there for maybe two
days. He did not know the daily number of victims of this installation in 1944,
but he could “calculate” the total number of victims including those of the two
“bunkers” at 4 million!
Dragon specified (P9):
“Both the Sonderkommando working in Crematorium V and the Sonderkom-
mando working in Bunker No. 2 worked in two shifts: day and night. This work
lasted for the months of May and June.”

But the day before, he stated that this intensive work in two shifts had lasted
not two, but three months (P7):

“During the period when the Hungarian transports arrived, we worked at
Crematorium V in two shifts. The day shift from 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, the night
shift from 6:30 pm to 6:30 am the next day. This work lasted 3 months.”

In further contradiction to this, he claimed in his Soviet deposition that the
culmination of the simultaneous extermination in all crematoria and pits alleg-
edly took place “In May, June, July and August 1944,” hence for 4 months
(S8).

The fact that Dragon, in 1944, had never worked at “Bunker 2” (or had
worked there maybe for two days) is no excuse for his confusion or ignorance
in this regard, because, as | pointed out earlier, although he had never worked
at all at “Bunker 1,” that didn’t stop him from describing it in great detail.

4.9. Crematoria IV and V

4.9.1. Dragon’s Activity at Crematoria IV and V
At the end of May 1944, Dragon was transferred with the entire Sonderkom-
mando from Block 11 of Camp Sector Blld to Crematorium IV, where he was
in charge of loading the muffles (“I, and together with me 4 other persons,
carried /introduced/ the corpses into the cremation furnaces”; S6).

In this regard, however, the witness made conflicting statements (P6):

“l worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned to
work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time the
furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation. This crematorium
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was not put into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian
Jews began to arrive.”

Hence, if he was transferred to Crematorium IV at the end of May 1944, how
could he work at Crematorium V until May 1944? The witness also said that
“[a]round July or August 1944, Crematorium No. 4 did not work [anymore],
due to a failure of the chimneys” (S7f.), but then he forgot about it again, be-
cause shortly thereafter he declared (S8f.):

“In May, June, July and August 1944, the cremation of corpses was carried
out simultaneously in all crematoria and on the pyres in the pits, because eve-
ry day there was a great influx of people — 5-7 transports. In these months, all
transports arrived from Hungary. The furnaces of the crematoria alone could
not cremate the people gassed in the gas chambers. ”

For Tauber, on the other hand, Crematorium IV did not have any failures
(P27):
“Since it was felt that the pits were better suited for cremating corpses, the
crematoria were closed down when cremations in the pits began. First, Crem-
atorium IV was shut down, | think in June 1944, then in October 1944, | think,
Crematoria Il and I11.”

4.9.2. Cremation Pits Nearby

Regarding the cremation pits at Crematorium V, Dragon stated in his Polish

deposition:
“This work lasted 3 months. However, as the crematoria were not very pro-
ductive, pits were dug next to Crematorium V for the cremation of the gassed
Hungarians. There were 3 larger and 2 smaller pits. The burning process in
the pits at Crematorium V was the same as at Bunkers 1 and 2.” (P7)

“Eventually, the Hungarian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose at
the building of Crematorium No. V. Five pits were dug there, 25 meters long, 6
meters wide and 3 meters deep. About 5,000 people were burned in the pits
every day.” (P9)

So, were the pits all the same size, or were they different?

The four pits near “Bunker 1”” measured 30-35 m in length, 7-8 m in width,
were 2 m deep, and had a daily capacity of 7,000-8,000 bodies. Assuming the
highest values, this results in pits of 35 m x 8 m x 2 m = 560 cubic meters
with a capacity of 2,000 bodies per day each.

The five pits at Crematorium 5 had a capacity of 1,000 bodies per day
each, and a volume of (25 m x 6 m x 3 m =) 450 cubic meters, equivalent to
80% of those at “Bunker 1”. Their capacity should therefore have been (2,000
bodies/day x 0.8 =) 1,600 bodies per day, instead, incomprehensibly, it was
1,000.
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4.9.3. Number and Capacities/Dimensions of the Gas Chambers
At the time of the Soviet interrogation, Dragon only knew of three gas cham-
bers in Crematoria IV and V (S12), but he told Judge Sehn (P6):

“At first, there were 3 gas chambers, but later a fourth was installed. The first
could hold 1,500, the second 800, the third 600, and the fourth 150 people.”

Hence a total capacity of 3,050 persons.
According to this building’s Construction Plan 2036 of 11 January 1943
(Pressac 1989, p. 399), the rooms in question had the following dimensions:
1. 12.35mx7.72m=95.3m?
2. 11.69 m x 8.40 m = 98.2 m?
3. 11.69mx3.70m=43.2 m?

Room 3 is then said to have been divided lengthwise into two unequal parts,
the dimensions of which are unknown (Piper 2000, p. 162).

Since the total area of the alleged gas chambers was about 236.7 m2, this
results in a victim density of about 13 persons per square meter (to be exact:
12.88/m?). The following contradictory values can be derived from the
claimed capacities given by Dragon for each of the chambers:

Claimed |Claimed | Capacit Claimed
Area Capacity | Density | at EB/m)ZI % Capacity % Area
Room1| 95.3| 1,500 16 1,228 49.2 40.3
Room2| 98.2 800 8 1,265 26.2 415
Room3| 432 750 17 557 24.6 18.2
Totals 236.7 | 3,050 3,050 100 100

The division of the capacity of the gas chambers is clearly nonsensical: the re-
sulting density is about 13 people per square meter, but multiplying this value
by the real area of the individual rooms, you get three different densities of 16,
8 and 17 people per square meter. If one then multiplies Dragon’s density by
the real floor area of the rooms, one obtains three results in open contrast with
those given by him regarding capacity: 1,228, 1,265 and 557 persons. Finally,
if one calculates the ratio between partial and total capacity, one obtains per-
centages corresponding to the floor areas of the individual rooms (e.g. 1,500 +
3,050 = 49.2%) which are different than those resulting from the ratio between
the floor areas of the individual rooms and the total floor area (e.g. 95.3 m2 +
236.7 m2 = 40.2%). Therefore, we are not dealing with real data here, but with
ill-conceived fabrications.

This is also confirmed by the fact that the density of victims in the “bun-
kers” (of 80 m2 and 100 m?, respectively) was 19-21/m2 for “Bunker 1”
(1,500-1,700 persons) and 20/m2 for “Bunker 2” (2,000 persons) according to
Dragon’s Soviet deposition, but 20-25/m2 (2,000 to 2,500-2,550 persons) ac-
cording to his Polish statement.
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4.9.4. Impossible Gassing Technique
In another study, | documented that the gassing technique allegedly used in
Crematorium IV and V as described by Tauber, Dragon and also Jankowski is
impossible, because both Tauber and Dragon mentioned the actual grates that
protected the small windows allegedly used to introduce Zyklon B, which
made it impossible to stick a Zyklon-B can through that opening in order to
pour its contents into the gas chamber (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 170-179).
Oddly enough, here the two witnesses used almost the same words. Tauber
(S6):
“In order to pour the Zyklon’ into the chamber, there were hatches with
grilles in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be
closed hermetically with shutters.”

Dragon (S12):
“In order to pour the Zyklon, on the outer walls of the gas chambers, at a

height of about 2 meters, were arranged hatches with grilles, which could be
closed hermetically with covers.”

Here 1 will refer to Jean-Claude Pressac’s assessment on the claimed gassing
technique in Crematoria IV and V, which he expressed already in 1982 (1982,
p. 125):
“Industrially [= for mass extermination purposes], the course of operations is
aberrant.”

He attributed this aberration to the fact that Crematoria IV and V had not been
conceived as criminal instruments, but had been “transformed to this end”
(ibid., p. 126). This implies, however, that the SS technicians of the Central
Construction Office must have been complete idiots, completely incapable of
finding an efficient and rational solution to this alleged transformation, start-
ing with the basic and essential device: a mechanical ventilation system. In-
deed, both Tauber and Dragon agreed on its absence. Tauber (S7):

“Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there was no
ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was carried out by
opening doors and small windows. ”

Dragon (S12):
“Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4-5, there was no ven-

tilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was done by opening the
doors and [window] openings.”

Without these devices, the passive ventilation of the alleged gas chambers
through the three doors and seven exterior windows would have required days
(Mattogno 2019, pp. 154-156), making continuous gassings impossible.

The aberration noted by Pressac was thus the inevitable fruit of the aber-
rant fantasies of these self-proclaimed eyewitnesses.
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4.9.5. Cremation Capacity

The cremation capacity of the 8-muffle furnace of Crematorium IV/V asserted
by Dragon is in disagreement with that indicated by Tauber, who in this re-
gard stated:

“In each crematorium, there was an 8-muffle furnace. 4-5 persons were intro-
duced into each muffle. The duration of cremation was 35 minutes. One fur-
nace cremated 1,200-1,500 people per day.” (S6)

This corresponds on average to (8 muffles x 4.5 bodies/Muffle x 21 hrs x 60
min/hr + 35 min =) about 1,300 bodies per day. Dragon instead said:

“These two crematoria had 4 furnaces on two sides. Three corpses were
placed in each furnace.” (P6) “The cremation took 15-20 minutes.” (P7)

This results in an average capacity of (8 muffles x 3 bodies/muffle x 21 hrs x
60 min/hr +~ 17.5 min =) approximately 1,730 bodies per day.

According to Dragon, the four crematoria at Birkenau could cremate
10,000-12,000 corpses per day (S7) — which is simple nonsense, arithmetically
based on the equally insane starting figures of 3-5 corpses cremated in one
muffle within 15-20 minutes (rather than one corpse per muffle per hour) —
plus another 5,000 in the cremation pits at Crematorium V (P9). The total ca-
pacity of these facilities was therefore 15,000 to 17,000 bodies — sheer mad-
ness.

4.9.6. Furnace Loading System
In Soviet interrogation, Dragon stated (S6):

“The corpses were brought into the furnace on iron stretchers which were
placed on frames. On a stretcher, we put 3 and 2 corpses at a time. In each
furnace [=muffle], 5 corpses were introduced. The corpses were put into the
furnace [=muffle] from the iron stretchers by means of special hooks, after
which the stretchers were pulled out. ”

This means that two immediately consecutive loading procedures were carried
out, one with three corpses, the other with two more. Based on the same dura-
tion of 15-20 minutes, the cremation capacity of Crematoria I'V/V would have
increased to about 3,300 corpses per day.

In his Polish deposition, Dragon gave further explanations about the sys-
tem of introducing corpses into the muffles (P7):

“We placed the corpses on the stretchers in this way: when the first one lay
with its head forward, we placed the second one with its head back. In each
furnace we loaded three corpses. When we loaded the third corpse, those [the
two corpses] introduced earlier were already burning. | saw that the arms of
these corpses were raised, then the legs were raised. Besides, we were pro-
ceeding very quickly, and I could not accurately observe the entire burning
process. We had to hurry, because if the extremities of these already burning
corpses rose strongly, we had difficulties getting the third corpse into the fur-
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nace [=muffle]. We used the stretchers in this way: two inmates lifted the
stretcher, one by the end farther from the furnace, the other by the end that en-
tered the furnace first. After the stretcher was introduced, one of the inmates
held the corpse in place with a long poker, we called it a hoe, forked at the
end, and two other [inmates] pulled the stretcher out from underneath the
corpse. After loading the furnace, we closed the door and loaded the next fur-
nace.”

Here the witness spoke equally of two instantly successive loading proce-
dures, but the first load had only two bodies instead of three, while the second
had only one instead of two.

The technique of introducing the stretcher into the muffle described by
Dragon is impractical, because according to him two inmates lifted the
stretcher, one near the furnace (Inmate A) and the other at the stretcher’s end
farther from the muffle (Inmate B). However, while there was a convenient
handle for lifting and pushing the stretcher at its end, consisting of two dou-
ble-bent tubes, the two front ends of the tubes had to be placed directly on the
two guide rollers, an operation impossible for a single person standing at a
blazing-hot muffle of 800°C. As Tauber correctly explained, this could only
be done by placing an iron rod or a wooden batten underneath the front of the
stretcher, which was grasped at its ends by two inmates from both sides, who
could then, at an adequate distance from the open muffle door, place the two
free ends of the stretcher tubes on the rollers.

The procedure described by Dragon was instead carried out with three in-
mates: Inmate A, after having placed — we do not know how — the stretcher on
the rollers, remained idle and could have helped Inmate B to push the stretcher
into the muffle; then a third Inmate C held the corpses in place with a poker,
and the other two pulled the stretcher out of the muffle. Dragon does not ex-
plain why the team introducing the corpses was composed of five inmates.

4.9.7. The Sonderkommando
Regarding the Sonderkommando, Dragon’s statements present not-insignifi-
cant contradictions to those of Tauber.

The Sonderkommando established on 10 December 1942 consisted of 200
inmates in total (S2), of which 110-120 were assigned to “Bunker 2” (S6), the
remaining 80-90 to “Bunker 1”. This number remained unchanged until
March-April 1943, when the two “bunkers” ceased operation. It is true that
Dragon states that the initial Sonderkommando “within a short period of time
grew to 400” (P10), but he specified that “[i]n 1943, 200 Greeks [...] were as-
signed to our Sonderkommando” (P11), which brought the total to 400 in-
mates. However, the first Jewish transport from Greece arrived at Auschwitz
on 20 March 1943 (Czech 1990, p. 356). Tauber, on the other hand, states that
“in mid-March 1943,” when the first gassing took place in Crematorium II,
“the work was taken over by another shift of the Sonderkommando, which at
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that time also operated the two bunkers [and] numbered about 400 inmates”
(P17f.). But the Sonderkommando in question was Dragon’s, which consisted
of 200 people, since any Greeks could have been added to this squad only on
20 March at the earliest.

According to Tauber, the Sonderkommando numbered 1,000 men in May
1944, who were distributed as follows (S10):

— Crematorium 2: 120 men, 60 men each shift

— Crematorium 3: 120 men (60 men each shift)

— Crematorium 4: 60 men

— Crematorium 5: 300 men

— “Separate Gas Chamber No. 2” (“Bunker 2”) and pyres next to it: 300 men

It follows that, according to Dragon, for the extermination of 17,000-18,000
people per day in the two “bunkers” in 1942/early 1943, 200 men of the Son-
derkommando were sufficient, but for Tauber, “Bunker 2 alone required 300,
although Franciszek Piper claims that “only” 5,000 corpses were cremated per
day in the purported pits of this “bunker” (Piper 1994, p. 173).

Another relevant contradiction concerns the dating of the alleged gassing
in Auschwitz of 200 men of the Sonderkommando. Tauber (S11):

“In August 1944, the Germans exterminated 200 men in one fell swoop. They
were all killed in the Auschwitz 1 Camp, in a disinfection chamber. ”
Dragon (P11):

“In October 1944, 500 inmates were shot, specifically 400 in the courtyard of
Crematorium No. 1V, and 100 in the field next to Crematorium No. Il. This
same month, Moll selected about 200 inmates of the Sonderkommando, who
were taken to Oswigcim and, as we were later informed by the inmates em-
ployed in Kanada [warehouse], were gassed in the chamber used for fumigat-
ing items in the ‘Kanada’ warehouse.”

This contradiction is absolutely inexplicable, because here the pivotal event is
the Sonderkommando revolt of 7 October 1944, according to which the two
witnesses could have dated the alleged event easily in terms of “before” or
“after”.

Tauber told the Jewish Historical Commission other fairy tales: in the
course of said revolt (which he dated to September 1944), 40 SS soldiers and
800 Sonderkommando inmates were allegedly Killed, and a crematorium “was
blown up” — grossly false statements even from the orthodox perspective.

Dragon also got entangled in other contradictions regarding the Sonder-
kommando’s quarters:

“In September or August [sic] 1944 — | do not remember exactly — the man-
agement of the crematorium — I do not know how — learned about the prepara-
tion of the uprising, and transferred the entire Sonderkommando to Cremato-
rium No. 4, where they stayed for one month.”” (S8)
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“Gradowski was shot in October 1944 during the uprising. Back then, 500 in-
mates of the Sonderkommando, which at that time numbered 700 inmates,
were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium No. I, another 100 in Cremato-
rium No. 11, and 500 in Crematorium No. IV.” (P10)

“At the end of May 1944, | was transferred together with the entire Sonder-
kommando from Block 11 of Sector Blld to Crematorium No. IV, where |
stayed until October 1944. As | stated earlier, in October 1944, approximately
700 inmates of the Sonderkommando were housed in this crematorium.” (P11)

The entire Sonderkommando was therefore transferred to Crematorium IV in
August-September, and at the same time at the end of May 1944, and the in-
mates housed there were 700 and at the same time 500.

To these contradictions, Dragon adds in reference to the Sonderkommando
revolt:

“I hid under a pile of wood, and Tauber in the chimney ducts of Crematorium
No. V.” (P12)

However, that crematorium’s chimney duct had no access port, so no one
could have entered it ever. This is a colossal nonsense that Tauber had the de-
cency not to repeat, but which Filip Muller later made his own (see Mattogno
20214, pp. 52-54).

4.10. The Extermination of the Hungarian Jews and “Bunker 2”
Dragon asserted (S7):

“Gas Chamber No. 2 operated mainly when 6-7 transports of people arrived,
then the corpses were cremated also on the pyres, and not just in the cremato-
ria.”

During May, June, July and August 1944, “every day there was a great influx
of people — 5-7 transports” of Hungarian Jews (S8f.), and in addition to the
claimed cremation capacity of the crematoria and the pits near Crematorium V
(15,000 to 17,000 bodies per day), we would have to add the capacity of the
pits near “Bunker 2,” although Dragon does not state what their capacity was
in 1944 (for 1942, he claimed a capacity of “at least 10,000 people” per day;
S6).

In 1944, 437,402 Jews were deported in 147 trains out of Hungary, so each
transport contained on average 2,975 persons (NG-5615; T-1166), in round
figures 3,000. But according to Dragon’s statements, in May, June, July and
August 1944, an average of six transports of Hungarian Jews arrived at
Auschwitz every day, meaning (6 trains x 3,000 inmates/train x 30 days/
month x 4 months =) 2,160,000 people!

I have documented in a separate study that a maximum of 398,400 Hungar-
ilan Jews were deported to Auschwitz; the most-likely figure, however, is
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around 321,000, since 107,000 registered inmates who transferred through the
Birkenau Transit Camp constituted approximately 1/3 of the total (Mattogno
2007). In the period of the most-intensive deportation (from 16 May to 7 June
1944), an average of four transports per day departed from Hungary (the num-
ber that had been agreed upon at the transport conference at the beginning of
May 1944; Braham, pp. 156f.), which amounts to some 12,600 persons per
day.'®® Hence, if we apply Dragon’s claim that “Bunker 2” was mainly used
when 6-7 transports arrived (S7), it follows that it was basically never used. It
should also be considered that, since on average a third of all deportees were
fit for labor, 2/3 of these 12,600 arriving deportees, or 8,400, would have been
slated for gassing, so that, from Dragon’s crazy perspective, the crematoria
were more than sufficient to do the job even at the most-extreme peak of the
deportation of the Hungarian Jews. Therefore, there was no need at all for the
cremation pits at Crematorium V either.
To these enormities the witness adds another (P9):

“This work lasted for the months of May and June. Based on my observations,
I calculate that approximately 300,000 Hungarian Jews were cremated in
Crematorium No. V during these two months. ”

This means that the Hungarian Jews were allegedly exterminated in Cremato-
rium V alone, at a rate of (300,000 + 60 =) approximately 5,000 per day, the
equivalent of the claimed capacity of the cremation pits near Crematorium V,
without any need of having to use the crematorium’s furnaces. Moreover,
since this was by far the largest alleged extermination operation, it blatantly
refutes the tall tale of 6-7 transports per day and 15,000-17,000 gassing vic-
tims/cremated bodies daily (without “Bunker 2”). If in fact these 300,000
Hungarian Jews were gassed and cremated within two months in Crematorium
V, which Jews were gassed and cremated in Crematoria Il, Il and IV (in the
period June-July, because in July-August Crematorium V is said to have gone
out of use) for the two — or three — or four months of maximum extermination
with 15,000-17,000 victims per day? And if the SS could have done without
even the furnaces of Crematorium V, how is it possible that the crematoria’s
furnaces were unable to cope with the load, as the witness claimed in his So-
viet deposition (S9):

“The furnaces of the crematoria alone could not cremate the people gassed in

the gas chambers. At each crematorium, there were storerooms where the bod-

ies were put that could not be cremated on the gassing day. ”

In addition to this, Dragon mentions only one other alleged extermination in-
volving all four crematoria, which took place in 1943 and concerned 70,000

160 The number of deportees was 289,357 in 92 trains, on average about 3,150 in each train.
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Greek Jews. However, only 48,533 Greek Jews were deported to Auschwitz,
of whom 11,147 were registered there.*®*

4.11. Crematoria Il and 111

4.11.1. One Single Gas Chamber or Two?
Dragon claims to have worked in Crematoria IV and V, and also served in
Crematorium Il “at one of the furnaces for about 5-10 days” (S8), which he
decisively denied in front of Judge Sehn (P10):
“1 did not participate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria
Nos. Il and 111.”

His statements regarding these two facilities are at odds with Tauber’s claims
on points that are certainly not insignificant, beginning with the division of the
alleged gas chamber into two rooms. Tauber (P9):
“At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was divided in two by a masonry wall,
so that it was suitable for gassing smaller transports. ”
Dragon (S10):
“In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, there was one gas chamber which was

located in one of the underground rooms of the crematorium, and was about
30 meters long.”

4.11.2. Portable Coke Heaters
Another stroke of witness creativity is Dragon’s idea of portable coke heaters
allegedly used in the “gas chambers” (S11):

“If necessary, the gas chambers were heated with transportable coke burn-
ers.”

He does not explain the necessity or advisability of this heating, which is ob-
viously to be seen in the context of the evaporation of hydrogen cyanide from
the Zyklon B’s gypsum pellets. The boiling point of hydrogen cyanide is
known to be at about 26°C. The coke heaters therefore presumably served to
promote this evaporation. However, the body of an adult emits 1.5 kcal of heat
per hour and kg of body weight,'®* hence 3,000'®® bodies of an average weight
of 60 kg would have produced (3,000 x 60 kg x 1.5 kcal/hr/kg =) 270,000
kcal/hr, or 4,500 kcal/min. The heat of vaporization of hydrogen cyanide is
0.2464 kcal/g at 0°C (Peters, p. 56), so the heat needed to evaporate the hy-

161 Czech 1970, Table No. 2 (between pp. 24 and 25).

162 Neufert, p. 25. This book was part of the library of the Central Construction Office of Auschwitz.
RGVA, 502-2-87.

163 The number specifically stated by Tauber for the daily capacity (S6), which would be the chamber
capacity if assuming one gassing per day.
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drogen cyanide contained in four 1.5-kg cans of Zyklon B*** is (0.2464 kcal/g
x 6,000 g =) about 1,500 kcal. In any case, the heat produced by the bodies of
the victims allegedly crammed into these chambers would have made heating
or preheating of the alleged gas chamber unnecessary, even in winter.®

In this regard, Dragon stated in general (P5):

“In the chamber, after the opening, it was very hot, and you could feel the gas;
it was suffocating, and it was sweet in the mouth, pleasant.”

Since Dragon had received a gas mask since his first day of service in “Bun-
ker 2” (“All 12 of us were fitted with [gas] masks and led to the door of the
cottage”; P2), the reference to the taste of Zyklon B does not make sense and
possibly relates to its odor. However, as Germar Rudolf points out, hydrogen
cyanide has a very-faint odor, and only improperly does the specialist litera-
ture mention the odor of bitter almonds (Rudolf, p. 231), which in any case
can hardly be described as “sweet” or “pleasant.”

On the other hand, if the camp authorities had actually set up these heaters,
they would have realized immediately that the carbon monoxide produced by
these heaters would have exterminated all the victims in a time frame more or
less equal to that attributed to Zyklon B, but without the need of using hy-
drogen cyanide. Lethal domestic accidents due to coke-heater emissions, at a
time when all homes were heated primarily with wood or coal stoves and coke
heaters (also called braziers), were in fact much more frequent than they are
today.

Tauber disagrees, by the way, that there were any heating devices used in
the “gas chambers” (P3):

“These corpses were frozen; we had to separate them from each other with
axes.”

4.12. Extermination at the Crematoria

4.12.1. Cremation Capacity

The cremation capacity of the Birkenau crematoria indicated by Dragon is in-
sane: 10,000-12,000 corpses per day. | have already explained earlier that the
maximum capacity of these plants was 1,120 corpses per day (in 21 hours), at
the rate of one body per muffle in one hour (a duration that would be reduced
to just over 50 minutes for the possible presence of children’s bodies). On the
other hand, the witness affirms that in each muffle five corpses were loaded

164 | assume the introduction into the alleged gas chamber of four large cans of Zyklon B, each con-
taining 1.5 kg of hydrogen cyanide.

165 | refer in particular to Pressac’s fanciful conjectures on the “hot-air-supply unit.” See Mattogno
2019, pp. 104-113.

166 A CO (carbon-monoxide) concentration of 1/1000% (0.001%) can cause severe and even lethal
intoxication; one of 1/500% (0.002%) can cause death in four to five hours, one of 1/20% (0.05%)
can be lethal within 15 minutes; Bour/Ledingham, p. 3.
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together (S6), or only three (P6), which burned in 15-20 minutes (P7). From
these data we get a minimum capacity of (3 corpses in 20 minutes in 46 muf-
fles =) 9,936 and a maximum of (5 corpses in 15 minutes in 46 muffles =)
22,080. Considering instead three corpses in each muffle in 15 minutes, a ca-
pacity of 13,248 results.

Regarding Crematoria IV and V, Dragon speaks explicitly of three corpses
in each muffle in 15-20 minutes, which corresponds to 1,728 to 2,304 corpses
per day, on average about 2,000, or 4,000 for both crematoria together.

Thus, the capacity of Crematoria I1/111 must have been (10,000 to 12,000 —
4,000 =) six to eight thousand corpses per day, or three to four thousand per
crematorium. These figures are at odds with those resulting from his other da-
ta, though: between 9,936 to 22,080 for both facilities, or 4,968 to 11,040 for
each.

However, all these figures have one thing in common: they are technically
absurd.

4.12.2. The Distribution of Duties of the Sonderkommando Inmates
The distribution of inmates working on various claimed tasks in Crematoria Il
and Il indicated by Dragon is practically identical to that cited by Tauber, i.e.,
2 shifts of 60 inmates each made up as follows (S13f.):

— 15 inmates assigned to the undressing room

— 15 inmates to clear the chamber and transport the bodies to the freight ele-

vator

— 2 inmates to load the freight elevator

— 4 inmates as “barbers”

— 2 inmates as “dentists”

— 2 inmates to operate the furnaces’ gas generators

— 2 inmates to operate the freight elevator

— 2 inmates to unload the freight elevator

— 2 inmates to transport the corpses to the furnaces

— 10 inmates, divided into two groups of five, to load the furnace muffles

— 4 inmates assisting the guard/overseer
In the Soviet statement, Tauber stated that “[i]n the gassing hall” — Morgue 1
of Crematoria Il and Ill, which had an area of 210 m? — “4,000 people were
gassed at a time” (S4) and that the average number of gassed people was
3,000 per day (S6). The density of the victims was therefore about 19 and 14
people per square meter, respectively.

Dragon did not provide any figures, but in the Soviet deposition he stated
that “Bunker 1” had a total area of 80 square meters, and that between 1,500
and 1,700 people were crammed into this space (S5), which amounts to rough-
ly 19 to 22 people per square meter. In his Polish deposition, he mentioned
“less than 2,000” persons (P3,6), which corresponds to a density of “less than”
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25 persons per square meter. “Bunker 2 had a total area of 100 square meters
and could accommaodate 2,000 persons according to Dragon’s Soviet deposi-
tion (S5), yet up to 2,550 people according to his Polish deposition (P3). This
also results in a density of 20-25 persons per square meter. To reach similar
absurdly high densities in the alleged gas chambers of Crematoria Il and 111, a
minimum load of approximately 4,000 persons in them would have to be as-
sumed indeed (thus reaching some 19 people per square meter in them).

The density of 14 persons per square meter (a load of 3,000 persons in
Morgue 1) is clearly already a borderline case and perhaps already beyond
what would have been physically possible. But we will stick to Dragon’s
script here in order to show other absurdities resulting from it.

In general, as far as the breakdown of victims is concerned, one can con-
sider 20% children, 40% men and 40% women.*®” This means that four bar-
bers had to cut the hair of 1,200 dead women, each barber 300 women, and
that 2 dentists had to check the mouths of 2,400 adult corpses, 1,200 each, and
extract any gold teeth present. If we assume an extremely tight average time
of 15 seconds per inspection/extraction, the operation would have taken (15
sec x 1,200 =) 18,888 seconds, or five hours.

In addition, two inmates would have had to load 3,000 corpses onto the
freight elevator and another two would have had to unload them upstairs. This
means 1,500 corpses per inmate, for a total weight of (1,500 x 60 kg =) 90,000
kg or 90 metric tons. What | noted earlier in relation to Tauber’s statements
applies here as well.

Finally, two inmates were to transport 3,000 corpses from the freight eleva-
tor to the furnaces, each of them 1,500 corpses. The method was very primi-
tive: the corpses were dragged across the floor of the furnace room by hooking
their necks with the bent end of a walking cane or a strap wrapped around a
wrist:*% 1,500 drags with this ridiculous system! How long would it have tak-
en? The furnace room of Crematorium II/111 was 30 meters long, and the five
triple-muffle furnaces were arranged next to each other. From the exit of the
elevator, the nearest furnace was just over a meter away, the furthest one
about 25 meters. Thus, on average, each inmate had to drag a corpse 12.5 me-
ters, and then return to the freight elevator — 1,500 times in succession. If we
assume an optimistic average speed of 1 meter per second, each drag (round

167 For the children, I rely on Kubica, pp. 288f., who states that about 232,000 children were deported
to Auschwitz, about 22,000 of whom were registered; given that the orthodoxy’s total Auschwitz
dead toll currently stands at 1,100,000 (Piper 1993, p. 202), the number of children allegedly
gassed (210,000) is about 20% of the total. As far as | know, no data on the number of men and
women deported to Auschwitz exists. The percentages | give are taken from transports from
France, Belgium and the Netherlands where list of the deportees’ names have been preserved
(Klarsfeld; Klarsfeld/Steinberg; Het Nederlandse... 1948 & 1953.

168 For the cane technique, see, e.g., Paisikovic, in: Mattogno 2021a, pp. 136, 145; for the strap tech-
nique, see, e.g., Miller, p. 117; Nyiszli, in: Mattogno 2020b, p. 41.
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trip) would have taken 25 seconds, the entire operation (25 sec x 1,500 =)
37,500 seconds or over ten hours.

As noted earlier, Dragon’s claim makes no sense that only two teams of
five inmates were assigned to loading the furnaces, because at the cremation
pace claimed, they could have served only two furnaces (six muffles), and five
teams would have been needed for the five furnaces in the crematorium.

Nor does it make sense to assign only two inmates to operate the furnaces’
gas generators, because each furnace had two gas generators, which therefore
totaled ten, and each gas generator had to be constantly supervised throughout
the cremation process, loading the coke, increasing or reducing the flow of
combustion air through the appropriate doors, and adjusting the smoke damper
according to the combustion process.

Regarding cremations in Crematoria Il and 111, Dragon says nothing.

4.13. Salmen Gradowski and the Buried Manuscripts

Both during the Soviet and the Polish interrogations, Dragon spoke extensive-
ly about Salmen Gradowski. In order to fully understand his statements, a
brief introduction is necessary. Gradowski was an alleged member of the Son-
derkommando to whom are attributed three writings, compiled in 1944, which
are said to have been found at the end of the war. According to the orthodox
narrative, on 5 March 1945, the Soviets found in the area of Birkenau Crema-
torium Il an aluminum canteen containing a notebook and a letter in Yiddish.
It was taken to the Military-Medical Museum in Leningrad. Also in March
1945, an anonymous Pole sold to Haim Wolnerman a manuscript in Yiddish
that he claimed to have found in a tin can in the area of the Birkenau cremato-
ria. (Mattogno 2021, pp. 248, 250).
In his Soviet deposition, Dragon asserted (S10):

“Among the 500 Sonderkommando men shot was a Jew from the town of Lu-
na, Gradowski, who unbeknownst to the SS kept [a notebook with] a record of
the transports with the people who arrived and were burned.

In the last months before the Sonderkommando set fire to Crematorium No. 4,
Gradowski, fearing that someone from the Sonderkommando would discover
the writings [he had] always with him, began to hide the writings underground
so that they would be preserved. To me personally, Gradowski handed over
some of his writings, which he put inside a German canteen, to hide them,
which | buried in the ground; I can point to this place. This was in October or
September 1944. | also know where the grenades were buried that were made
by the Sonderkommando groups that had prepared the uprising and the es-
cape. | can point to this place.”

And here is the account he gave to Judge Sehn (P10):
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“l calculate the number of those gassed in the two bunkers and four cremato-
ria at over 4 million. This was also the opinion of the other prisoners em-
ployed in the Sonderkommando. The Schreiber [scribe] of our commando,
Sauman [Salmen] Gradowski, a native of Grodno, wrote some notes, in which,
based on the information provided by the inmates working in all the cremato-
ria,_he wrote down the number of persons gassed and burned in the individual
crematoria and described what the prisoners of the Sonderkommando had
gone through. Gradowski was shot in October 1944 during the uprising. Back
then, 500 inmates of the Sonderkommando, which at that time numbered 700
inmates, were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium No. Il, another 100 in
Crematorium No. Ill, and 500 in Crematorium No. IV. The diaries of this
Gradowski, which were buried in the barbed-wire-fenced area of Crematori-
um 11, 1 dug up [myself] and handed them over to the Soviet commission. They
were a notebook and a letter addressed to the unknown finder. By order of the
Soviet Commission, all the writings found, which had been written in Hebrew,
were translated into Russian by the medical prisoner Dr. Gordon. The Soviet
commission took these materials with them. 1 know that other documents and
records were buried in the area belonging to Crematorium No. |1, and that the
pits with the ashes of the corpses of the persons cremated in this crematorium
were covered with earth. One must look for these things in front of the crema-
tion furnaces. | cannot point to the exact place, because after the destruction
of the crematorium, the situation there changed, the ground was leveled al-
ready during the time of the Germans, so | lost my orientation. | did not par-
ticipate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. Il and I11.”

Evidently, Dragon buried these writings himself, which he later dug up on the
grounds of Crematorium II, but at the same time he assured: “I did not partici-
pate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. Il and I11.” If,
on the other hand, Gradowski himself buried the bottle in Dragon’s absence,
how could Dragon specify the exact burial location and then dig it up without
fail? All the more so since the ground around Crematorium Il had been lev-
eled, and he had lost his “orientation.”

Nevertheless, he himself, no one knows how, dug up the writings and
handed them over to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry. The chronology is at
least possible, because Dragon was questioned on 26 February 1945, and the
discovery occurred on 5 March — so the witness could have pointed the place
out to the Soviets, but the inconsistencies | pointed out earlier remain.

His advice to look for other writings “in front of the cremation furnaces”
does not make much sense, because then these writings would have been bur-
ied in the concrete floor of the furnace room.

Dragon explicitly spoke of “a notebook and a letter,” the writings actually
“found” on 5 March 1945, only in the Polish interrogation of 10-11 May, thus
after the “discovery.” In the Soviet interrogation, he clearly mentioned only
“[a notebook with] a record of the transports with the people who arrived and
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were burned” (S10), which was never found, and thus can be considered a
mere myth. This is confirmed by the fact that this alleged record of gassings
and cremations up to September-October 1944, in Dragon’s perspective,
should have listed the mythical 4 million victims!

On the “finding” of these manuscripts, | add an additional element here
that | had not considered in my specific treatment of the subject (Mattogno
2021, pp. 243-289).

A photograph from 1945 by an unknown author, but bearing at the bottom
half of a stamp reading ‘“UpesBsiuaiiHas To[CcymapCTBEHHAs KOMHUCCHS]”
(“Chrezvychaynaya go[sudarstvennaya Komissiya]”), the Extraordinary State
Commission that investigated Auschwitz, shows on a table a destroyed water
bottle along with a notebook and a sheet of paper, apparently in good condi-
tion. The accompanying caption in five languages says (Bogustawska-Swie-
bocka, p. 187; see Document 19):

“Prisoner’s diary, written by Sonderkommando member Zalmen Gradowski,

found in 1945 in the area of crematory Il in Birkenau (Unknown author,

1945)”

It is not at all credible that an aluminum water bottle would have literally ex-
ploded in such a way by merely lying in the ground for just five months, nor
that any sheets of paper it contained would have been preserved inside so
well, if the bottle was that massively destroyed.

Tauber was equally brazen on this issue (P27):

“Individuals from the crematorium staff secretly wrote down the most dra-
matic figures and events concerning the gassed persons. These notes were bur-
ied in various locations near the crematoria. Some of these notes were dug up
during the stay of the Soviet Commission, which took them away. However, the
vast majority must still be hidden in the ground, and this material could be re-
covered. Among other things, there are buried photographs of people gassed
in the gas chamber, as well as of a transport that arrived at the crematorium
for gassing.”
These alleged photographs were never found, despite the presence in Ausch-
witz from February to June 1945 of many self-proclaimed Sonderkommando
“eyewitnesses” such as Tauber himself, Dragon, Mandelbaum, Jankowski and
Nagraba, and one can thus be quite sure that this is just another myth.
Other stories also belong to this fabulous anecdote. | point out only one
which is particularly crude and requires no comment (Dragon, S7):

“Almost all the Russians were burned, and in the last period, before the arri-
val of the Red Army and the liberation of the inmates of the Auschwitz Camp,
mainly only Russian children were burned, who had been torn away from their
parents; the adults instead were used for work in the camp.”

This was evidently meant as a tear-jerker to ingratiate himself with his Soviet
interrogators.
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Conclusions

There is no doubt that, as Pressac has shown, Tauber’s testimonies are indeed
95% reliable from the architectural point of view, meaning with regard to the
physical description of the crematoria and their equipment. However, Pres-
sac’s judgment that | quoted in the Introduction is doubly naive. First of all,
the actual congruence of Tauber’s statements with the crematoria’s architec-
tural features and equipment is not at all “proof of the exceptional validity of
his testimony” (Pressac 1989, p. 502), but simply its conditio sine qua non:
the correct description of the crematoria in no way confirms as true what
Tauber claims took place in them. Second, the correspondence of his testimo-
ny with the “historical material available now that was not available in May
1945,” i.e., with the documentation seized by the Soviets, simply arises from
on the fact that — as is clear from his testimony — Tauber was made aware of
this documentation by the Soviet investigators; hence it was available to him
in May 1945. In this regard, Tauber stated in his Polish testimony (P3):

“1 call muffles, according to the terminology accepted by the Soviet Commis-
sion, the retorts for the cremation of corpses. ”

In reality, the German term “Muffel,” polonized into “mufle,” was the usual
and correct term for the cremation chambers, something that Tauber should
have known well. Instead, he always uses the wrong term “retorty,” retorts.
He polonized other German terms — Heizraum, Drehscheibe, Schreibstube,
Totenmeldung, GoldgieRer, Goldarbeiter — but strangely not the far more im-
portant ones (in his perspective) of “Gaskammer” and “Vergasungskeller.” In
the Polish interrogation he explicitly equated the alleged gas chamber with
Leichenkeller 1 (Morgue 1), with the clear intention of “explaining” in an or-
thodox sense the presence of this term on the crematoria’s plans (P7).

Tauber was also able to observe the equipment and devices of the cremato-
ria and the elements of the furnaces stored in the Bauhof at the time.
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On the contrary, it appears from the examination of Tauber’s testimonies
that he tried to explain the documents he was shown by the Soviets, and these
attempts constitute a not-insignificant part of his testimonies. | limit myself to
the most-obvious cases:

1) Tauber states that dummy showers were installed in the gas chamber
(and benches and coat hangers in the undressing room) only in the fall of 1943
“to disguise the undressing room and the gas chamber by presenting them as a
bath and disinfection [room]” (P10f.). This assertion, which has no documen-
tary support, merely served to explain why the inventory attached to the hand-
over negotiation for Crematorium 11l of 24 June 1943 concerning the base-
ment (Kellergeschoss) shows “14 showers” (“14 Brausen”) for Morgue 1 (the
alleged homicidal gas chamber),'®® whereas in the corresponding inventory of
Crematorium Il (dated 31 March 1943) the showers do not appear at all.'’® As
I explained earlier, these showers were in fact part of the “Special Measures
for the Improvement of Hygienic Facilities” implemented in the Birkenau
Camp, which were ordered by Kammler at the beginning of May 1943, and
for this very reason the showers could not appear in a document (the above-
mentioned inventory of Crematorium Il) created already on 31 March.

2) The story of the undressing barrack, which, as | have shown earlier, is a
mere invention, served only to explain why a barracks appears in front of the
northeast corner of Crematorium Il on the Plan 2216 of the Birkenau Camp
dated 20 March 1943. Tauber, however, does not clarify why the short-term
construction of this barracks had become necessary, and Pressac, who consid-
ers it “proof” of Tauber’s reliability (Pressac 1989, p. 492), provides two con-
flicting and inconclusive explanations in this regard (see Mattogno 2004b, pp.
285f.). In fact, as | have made clear earlier, this barracks had been ordered by
the SS garrison physician on 21 January 1943, and had already been installed
a month before the alleged inaugural gassing described by Tauber, which, by
the way, thwarts Pressac’s attempts at explanation.

3) Tauber stated that the three forced-draft devices “were later dismantled,
and the ducts carrying the combustion gases from the cremation furnaces were
connected directly to the chimney” (P11). This is true, and the related works,
as | explained earlier, were carried out after Tauber had left Crematorium 11
(mid-April): so how could the witness have known these technical details
since at the time he was in Crematorium IV and then never returned to Crema-
torium 11? Evidently from the documents, as I learned them as well.

4) Tauber’s statements about the strength of the Sonderkommando also de-
rive from the documents he was shown by the Soviets. These documents are
very fragmentary and start from January 1944. On 1 January 1944, the
strength of the crematorium staff (Krematoriumspersonal) was 383 inmates;

169 RGVA, 502-2-54, illegible page number.
10 RGVA, 502-2-54, p. 79.
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on 31 January, it was 414; and on 15 February, it was 405 (Mattogno 2016a,
p. 141); thus, Tauber claims that number, rounded down to 400, for the begin-
ning of his term there a year earlier (March 1943), and that this number re-
mained the same until exactly February 1944 (P23f.):

“At first, when | was assigned to work in the Sonderkommando, it numbered

about 400 inmates, and maintained this strength until January or February

1944.”

For the nine months in between, he does not provide any figures, only because
there are no documents in this regard.

Even more important is the fact that, until February 1945, Tauber and the
Soviet Commission of Inquiry alike were unaware of the term “bunker” later
affixed to the alleged provisional gas chambers at Birkenau. In fact, he simply
calls them “separate gas chambers.” As | have documented in another study,
this term, purportedly in common use among the SS and inmates, was created
only at the beginning of Jan Sehn’s investigation (Mattogno 2016, pp. 77-79).

From a historical perspective, Tauber’s statements are either false or erro-
neous, or they lack objective corroboration, such as:

— the physical and thermo-technical follies on the loading of corpses into the
muffles and on the cremation capacity of the furnaces,

— the absurdity of the flames shooting out of the crematoria’s chimneys,

— the alleged gassing of “French resistance fighters,”

— the transports of French and Dutch Jews in March-April 1943,

— the Greek transport allegedly arriving immediately after the transport from

Krakow, the first said to have been gassed in Crematorium I,

— the number of deportees in this transport,

— the presence of Mengele at Auschwitz in March-April 1943,

— the date of the Sonderkommando revolt,

— the number of SS men allegedly killed during the revolt,

— the presence of five “cremation pits” in the courtyard of Crematorium V in

the summer of 1944,

— the presence of a field railway in the vicinity of the “cremation pits,”
— the presence of four or seven cremation pits in the entire Birkenau area in

1944,

— the transport of the crematoria equipment to Gross-Rosen,

— the gassing of 200 Sonderkommando inmates in the disinfestation chamber
of “Kanada” in Auschwitz,

— the strength of the Sonderkommando in 1944,

— its distribution among the individual crematoria,

— the division of the presumed gas chamber of Crematorium Il into two
rooms,
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— the retirement of Crematorium I in February or March 1943 (it was actual-
ly retired in July 1943).

... not to mention the blatant lie about the number of camp victims (P27f.):

“According to my assumptions, the total number of persons gassed in the
Auschwitz crematoria during the period in which | served in these crematoria
as a member of the Sonderkommando, is approximately 2 million. During my
stay in Auschwitz, | had the opportunity to talk to various inmates who had
worked in the crematoria and bunkers of Auschwitz before my arrival there.
From them, I learned that by the time I started to work in the crematoria, ap-
proximately two million people had already been gassed in Bunkers Nos. | and
Il or in Crematorium No. I. In total, therefore, | calculate the total number of
people gassed at Auschwitz at about 4 million.”

In light of the critical examination | have set forth above, Robert van Pelt’s
claim that “Tauber’s statement was extremely specific, it did not contain con-
tradictions, and it did not contain improbable allegations” and the attribution
to it of the “the highest evidentiary value to it, not only because of its internal
consistency,” characterize van Pelt as either a gullible fool or a deliberate de-
ceiver.

This also applies to his laughable judgment that “Dragon was precise and
reliable when he talked about what he had witnessed in person.” What the
witness claimed to have “witnessed in person” is false and absurd, and his
statements teem with enormous contradictions.

The intentionally untrue character of the statements of Tauber and Dragon
results from an incontrovertible fact: both of them fixed the number of the al-
leged victims of Auschwitz at four million — a mythical figure largely disa-
vowed by current orthodox Holocaust historiography, which has been reduced
to 1,100,000 (Piper 1993, p. 202). It matters little whether this figure was in-
vented by the witnesses or by the Soviets. What matters is that the witnesses
constructed their testimonies on the basis of the Four-Million Lie, i.e., their
statements about the number of deportees to Auschwitz, the cremation capaci-
ty of the crematoria, and the gassing and burning capacity of the phantom
“punkers” of Birkenau aimed at delineating the picture of an immense mass
extermination of precisely four million people.

The collapse of the myth of four million Auschwitz victims necessarily in-
volves the invalidation of these testimonies, as they are based on falsehood
and deception. In fact, one cannot claim that Tauber and Dragon had simply
adopted a multiplier of 4 — as J.-C. Pressac (falsely) claimed regarding the
ramblings of Myklds Nyiszli (Pressac 1989, p. 475) — so that it would be
enough to divide all their figures by 4 to obtain the “truth”. On the one hand,
this “multiplier” would still constitute a deliberate lie that completely discred-
its the trustworthiness of the witnesses. On the other hand, the figures are only
one aspect of these testimonies’ mendacity, and have no relation to the alleged
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events that are historically false or absurd, and of which Tauber and Dragon
claimed to have been eyewitnesses.

This means that Tauber and Dragon were deliberate impostors.

In reference to Tauber, van Pelt asserted that the “negationists [=revisio-
nists] have not been able to discredit him as a witness.” However, the only
thing that is actually certain is the fact that he has irreparably discredited him-
self as a historian, and this applies to all orthodox Holocaust “historians” who
have taken seriously the ramblings of these two blatantly false witnesses.
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Document 3: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 27-28 February 1945. Type-
script, first page. GARF, 7021-108-13, p. 28.
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1
Oé-dqotn, anta 24 mis 1945 r, Oqdaia §ledosy w Krakowie Jan Sedn
eslonek Xemisii 0a Badanie Zureday ¥iomleoko=Hitlsrowskion w ol-;
eoiniu
Praseltohal s wntoesk w sbeamodot | 8y wepdtudsiale wiceprokursters
42y Okregovege v Krakowie Bamarda Pyonad akiepe w
SN i 2 #® ¥ fryble are, 354 v
. koueksu Postqpowania kirnego b, wigsals obosu
konosntracyine o w Oéviqotaty nr 90124, ktdry sesnal 0o nastqpuje;
Nasywsn aiq Hsuryk Tauber, uredseny
S.MI,107, v Chirsanowie, syn Abrahess Taudera
1 Mindy s demu Ssajnowie, kawaler, wysnania RO J=
$0530meg0, narodowodol | raynalesnefol padstwe-
9] mlskie), 5 merody ohelewkars, sanieeskaly
v Ohrssnowie W, Orunwaldsks 1, Biskarsay, - -
Do om: wu wybuohu wojny w roku 1530 miesskalem wras 3 =),
najblizesy rodsing 11cm;04 14 oedd w Chracno-te, 3 rodsiny te) poscetae
lem pray goodu J& 1 jJeden g moloh sevagrdw, 0 loste Jednego 3 braot
ktdry wywedfowal do Resji, nie samdotad wicdomofol, ¥ Ewigku s n.50=
wyai rkojami prsesiedledosysi & wystedledosyni redsiss n ssa sostals
Tosbits 1 ja smalaslem aiq w gheole krakowikis, Tam aresstowany s0eta-
tom w listopuisie XRdlxx 1942 r, 1 osiciony w wigalenmiu tyoorukie)
slusby porsediowe) pray 3, Jésefidskis) 31, ¥ aatu 15 ot canis 1943 r,
praeviesion: sestalen wras s transportes 400 4 ddw & gheta krakowakiess
1 00 aryjosykssi s Mosteluppich do Oéwiqoizia, ¥ trensporcis tym by2o
okolo 800 mqsosysa i 400 kobiet, Koblety oddsielend saras na uwerouw w
Cévigotmiu 1 umioascsono w obosie kobieoys w Brsesinkach, & ja w grupie
280 m-“' .y" 1 okole 53 I!n“yh‘- dostolem sig na Blok 37, og-
edahs B v, Byl %0 Wlok niswykedossny, bes okies, bes drswi L bes keji,
Nastquie prscssodiem s kolei praes blok 22, 30 tege sameso odoinks oboe
torege, bylem praes pary dai w Buste, Zxkx ekad 8 Powodu otwierdssme
wirds wiouuiéy tej grepy & Kiofej malesaies obaroby tyfuss, prasaissiony
sostalom 5 Jowreten 90 Brresiaki i umissscseny as Mok X edotaia ¥ N,

Document 4: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 24 May 1945. AGK, NTN 93

(Hoss Trial), Vol. 11, pp. 122-150.
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¥ migdayosaste praspromdsens Tejestraciy , v asaiie Xtorej podilem
10 Sa kmlifilomners @usras-asobaiiks, I pocsqtkien lutego 1943
PrEybyl oa blek Umtersonarfinrer Oroll, Arbeitedienst i Arbedte-
eizeats vieated Mikuss § wybrali s podrdd prasvywajqoyoh B nassys
bloku wiginiée fachowode raskoss do ;racy w warestatach ¥ Oéwiqoiniu,
¥ybrano nas 20 mlodgoh mqtotysn yddw, Buprowsdsono nas ma blok IV,
gdnie shadani sostaliumy praes lekarsa & wasyeoy usmani sa sdrowyah,
Topo semego dmla praowiesiond nae autem pod eskurty SS-sanndw do
Ofviqoinia § umisesosono ma bloku II w pekags bunkrse ar 7, Noutqpnego
dnia saprowadsono mne 0 pod silng eskorty SSemannéw do bumkra, w
ktdrym, jak algn pinie) oimaalo, miedolio siq krematcius ar 1,Tu sae
stalidmy siedmiu #yddw, =.i, i Junkowskiege oras traech ru.:i-
Ospo byl Mietek Noraws 3 Krakowa, Byl to mgeosy.na wysokisgo waroetwm
blondys, ssosuply, wyglidal oa okolo ¥4 lat, Jedsn s braci jege
byl boksarem w Krakowle, Siy«sciesm, ge roasina Morawy missskals na
Debaikach, Poosgtkowo tu = uasule pragy w plerwesym krematorium w
Oéwiqoimiu byl om bardso surovym 0430, nakasan; prses Niesodw pracy
wykonywal praepieowo, ¥ poznis j.iym osasle prressedl jako Oberospo
4o xrematoridw IT 1 III w Bres.ince, Tam staral siq tyd & nasi w
sgodsis, poniewng bylo nas tam Okolo 400, jracowalidmy jut prses
dlustexy u\no prey krematorisoh, bylidmy sresygnowani asdecydowani
na wesystko § d@lntego nie porvalalifmy soble flué w kmasq, = = = -«

. plorwssys daiu po praybyoiu do krematorium prseméwil su
do mas SSemann Untersobarfiirer, ktéreco naswicka nie pamiqtam,
Powiedsial nem, te wykonywad bodsiemy jraocq misprayjemny, te susimy
21q jednak do mis) prayswyosald 1 po jakimé osasie mie bedsie oma
praedstawials dla mas gadns) trudnedcd, M Praemawial on w jqayku
polekim, ¥ oalys prasmovieniu nis meposmisl ani slorea, £0 Satrudnde
a8 bedsiemy yrsy paleniu swiek ludakioh, Saredasyl to jriessiiente
reshasen "Loe aa die Arbeit® 4 biolem mas 30 glowaok bykowoem, Wras

,wmwu.mn—num-l..ﬁu
ujwmel dfmy Rilkasef sviok ludkioh, Lesaly CB8 ma stosesh, jedse we

Document 4: Continued.
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"‘“- TLY PoSmarsans, s.istelifsy lekiersal oddsiee
44 Jedme g ergian, Bues 4 Mgeaieal wues ovege Unteresharfihsera
e
* Bomenklatiry meyjets prses Memis g : b
sowigoky retorty & opalenia 3
Swiok, ¥ "hajoowmi® wkiadaliémy swieki me wiaku porusssjsoym siq
BA sSymash, blegaasyed siywesx migdey plecani. Od drssi ~TeTnasA0 vob
& bunkva, mu mojdemaly uiq smieki, wdsek ten Jedasil na “aangbiet
odrasajane) -u ™ wasyotkich Risruakmoh 4 Forusiajaoe) slq v po-
proek "hajoowni® ma userssych Jv—a,\(b kasie) reterty srommasily
04 tyoh aserokich ssvm waokie smyay ms Mdryoh toasyl siq wmek
90 veterty, Wlse) ten poruisel eiq nr caserech malyeh, metalowyoh
l‘lh‘. Misd oflng metelom, postomy w ksstalole skraynd, Do ekrgymi
te) whkindano dls oboigsenis kemienie i felase, Prasdlusenies visrseh.
niej folcamy ovej skrayni byle metalews kpryte, uluedol ponad 32 m,
¥n keryole tym uklsdalidny po_pied awiok, Najpierw dwoje swicy ,
srafoonyoh mogeni v kierunku plecs, brsuchasi Jo réry, nasteprdie
v edwrotnys kisruaku dvoje swiok I te swioki swréosss Byly brmue
ohami o pd®y, Plite swioki kisdsione mogesi w kierunku pisecs i
grabieten svrdpsnym a9 céry, Reos Srob patych swick epdaly wadi
L Jadgiyby obagmownly wasvetkie svieki pod aisi lesyce, Pontowas
lodunek taki prsewnsal nieras oiginr jodst wy wsia, wobes texe
' pedurmymywslifmy desky Roryto od delu, aby wissk nis gwseebylil aiq
. 4 swieki nis siadly, TsX maladowans hewyte wpyshalidey de retoryy,
Ody swioxi maajdowsly siy Ju4 ¥ pdoeu pEaytrsymymliley jo Blae
saahye pudlem prsssuralaym wadlus heryta, & inni -iqmaiowie wyoige
gia4 sfask 5 pod swdek, Spsojalay wohwyt na dudeu horyte pezywal
b w Bastqruie seayialidey drsvi, ¥ kresatorim ar I
'ﬁwrpﬂmwoiﬁﬂm‘
: wp— wierts welid segls pied svie Ludsrian, Jecmoe

Document 4: Continued.
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eaténie matna wieo byl spudsl v krematirium tym 30 sudox ludskioh,
¥ tym Okasle, guy J& pray obaludse te 0 h..nm“! fTacowalen spa-
lenie takioro ladunku trwaio do pitors) godsiny, Byiy % bowiesm
S¥ISkKi ludai wyohudsomyoh, 1stne sxkisleVy, ktdre siq baraso powall
lily, 3 pdantejese) praktyrs 4 Obsermojl spalanis w krematorisch
1T 1 11T wiem, 8o swieki Juist tlustyeh jaly siq smacenie ssyboley,
Proces spelania prayspiessa jmlenis “iq tlussosu luaskiego, ktdre
TySrarsa codatkowy sar, fosyetkie plece kresatorium 1 saajuowaly
s1q ¥ ball, kiérg nasywas "hajcomniy®, ¥ poulity wejéola Go te)
hall sme jaorni siq jeden pleo swrdoeny generatorem w kierumku drswi
wejdcionyoh, s plecami Fetortoryni wigled hali, Dwe cal.ze usytuowa-
ne wproat oderotnie to Sncosps & pleoami rotortowymi w kisrumks
drawi wejéolomych, s generatorami "Elad hidi, snajdowaly siq ma dru-
gis koriou hali, Plece te ogelans byly koksem, Zostaly rykomsne,jak
érisdosyly © tym mapley na drawiach plecéw { iansch nstalowych oggée
oinoh, praes [irmq "Topf und SShne* s Erfurtu, Wosek ¢o praswosenis
swiok byl réwnies wyrobem tej rirmy, Za "hajoormia® mmcjdovals g
mals koksomnia, .bok niej malan ssreibsstube, a drls) nn prawe caga-
Syn ura na popiod ludski, Drasi ejdoiovs, kidre prowsdsy coecmis
do hali nasywene) praesennis "hajoomniy® jTaisbite zcetaly doplere
posniel, ¥ tym o5 uie kiedy ja w krs awgprium I prioow ies drgwi
tyoh nie byie, Do hajoowni wohodaiio .14 wowosas arswiasi s korytarss
Ba lewo od rejdoin, Drawi tnkick bylo dwoje, ¥e pr.wo = korytarss
prowadsily drswi plerwsse 0 pOdrqosnezo magasynu, w ktdrym smajdows-
ly siq sapasowe russta, Tu rosblerali sig ludsie weywieslenl malymi
transportami sutemi, ktdryoh sa osnedw we] [raoy w krematorium I
w buakrse tego krematorium ros.trseliweno fBunkres nasywas tq osgés
budynku, w ktdre] gasowsno ludsi,/, Transperty takie nadobedsily res
1ub dws rasy ¥ tygodntu 1 skindaly siq & 20 « © cedd, Byli te ludsie
wssalkioh nsredowodol, Wa osas rosctrseliwenia mas, precujerch w
Sondsrigmande, Sapedsanc ¢ koksowai, Swioki resstrselasyeh 8na jdo-

*iiley mstepmie v buakups, U vasystiich swisk yidsielibey ruy
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postraslowy w ty2 osaaski /Oentokschues/, Hosetrseliwad dokonywal
stale jedsn 1 ten sam SSemann ¥ odusialy lityouneso, » asybole
érugloge SS-mmnne ¥ tero Samepo oddsislu, ktdry pi.sanie stwierdsal
énieré rosstraclanych, Oapo Morawa aie byi wras & nami w Xokeowal
w ostsle rosstrseliwania, Oo robil w tym omasie, nie wiem, Zwloki
Tosstraelanyok wynosilidey s bunkrs do hajoowni gdy jesscse oalkies
oleple byly 1 colekaly dwiesq krwig, Drigie wejécle = korytorsa
BA pEAw jxoradsile do pokoiku w ktdrym ekisdano jopidd se swiok
ludskioh, Prses jokoik tem przschodsiic eiq do wiadcimego bunkra,
Uly"RNego SA 80ich eaedw 4o rosstrseliwmsia ofiar, a jrzsdtes
tvpdmmtajrpreensyukifores do gaso-naia ludsi, ¥ grodatu 1962 =,
Sagasowano ¥ tym buakrse 400 wiqsnidw se Sonderkomanda, Opowiadali
el 0 tym nqnu'-vu. ktdryoh prsy jraoy pray krematorium I s:ote-
lem, gdy 40 preoy te] sostalem yuvdlmeux.u: kromatorium nr I
pracoraiem 0d poosytku lutego 1943 r, do demiz ¢ marca 1943 r, a
wiqo praesslo jeden miesino, Praes caly Sen 03as trsymanc tas w
bunkrse 7 bloku XI, Bylo n s tam 23 gyddw, pontewa: 40 gTupy rasse)
praybyle) s pocsgtkien lutego & Breesinki dodane d-dch uentystdwe
tyddw oseskioh, Owyon siedmiu tyddw, ktdrych saut-lem jTay jraoy
w krematorium I trsymaso rownies =a bloku XI, tylko w innej oeld,
Oapo Morims i praocujqoy jut pray krematprium ar I wras 3 nis Polaoy
Jések i Yaoek, mieszkali na blpku g, & wigo na bloku otwartym,
Préos owyoh dwdoh tyddw oseikioh praydsielono w olgru tego missisoa
do naesej grupy ostersch Polakdw Staeska i Wisdka, ktdryoh nasvisk
nie pamiqtam ores Wiadysiows Biskups s Krakowa i Agrestowskieyo
Joma & guinyPns, kolo Barssowy, ERswiska i.h dokiadnie pamiqtas,
poniewst plsalem im 1isty po niemisoku do rodsiny, I oi ostere)
oetatnio wymienieni Polsoy miseskali na bloku IV, Prsy wyrussaniu
40 prasy madywand stare kosando, satrudalene prsy krematorium I
"Eomandp Srematorivm I%, Bnasy grupy, ¥ seosy 33 ayddr s bloku XX
1 onped m Pedarde pravasielenyoh o nasse) grupy, nasywse
“Konarde Tremstoriws II%, Osnsosenis toge tie Tosumieliémy wivosaey
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-““. h‘.’ ll’lohtdﬂoy uig, fe Frayala®ne nas na .‘.,"w: .
praktykq W kresatorius I
matorium I

v colem praygoturania eiq o YEROY W kre-
Znsnoomam, e krematoris 4§ komanda Batrudnions prsy ich ob.ludse

podlegaly oddsialowi polityomnesu, Karteterd vigqanidr pracujsoych w
ty-h komandsch mejdowaly sig w cddsiale polityosnym,svespdisdexsies
Fiduycvnshny oheryoh nie pespieme do sspitada, tylko oa bloku seminige
t'm irigdssno dla nich osobng 1sbg sspitelng , Mok, © ktofym misss-
knlidmy byl isclowsny , a w Ofwiqoimi: treymano nas w samknigtym blo-
ku II, Zwolnienie oiq 5 komands { prseniesienis do incego nle saleta~
10 od Arbeitedienstu i n otyplé moglo tylko na sarsiasenie oddsialu
polity snepo, Leknrses nscsym byl gyd francuski Pach, Byl to bardse
dobry speojs1ists, loosyl SS-manndw 1 %s 1oh jrotekofy idslo mu siq
vylostad ® bloku Senderkomenus na imny blok, Gdy fakt ten doszedl
do indomofol oddsialu politycsneyo Pnoha praydsielono ponownis do
pragy w nnssej isble chorych miso, 12 bel na bloke *clays jus kilka
miecl oy, W osnsie mej pragy w krematorium I kontrolq naeze) dsialale
noésl = remienis oddsinlu pol it osnepo preeprowmdsal m. i, Untersturmse
§@rer Grabmer i Oberscharfiirer Iwakernak, Prayjomimas soble, jak
arpo Mietek swrooil siq do Orabnera, ageby mu Jraydsielil jednege

‘ wviqenia do .raoy, (oniswsg jedsh 5 nnase) grupy smsri, Grubner odpoe
wiedsial mu, se jednego"sugangu® dad mu nie mote, feby sabil jesscse
onterech 2yddw, t0 wowosae dr wu "sugeng® plqolu, Zapytul prsytym
Mietka, osym.bije wiqsaidw, Mietek pokazal mu kij, Orubner ohwyoil
wowes ¢ russt telesay i ofwiadosyl Mistkowi, by tym bil wuns&-,
Po plerwasys daiu jeaoy v krematorium I pigoiu s mej grupy sameldowalo
oiq ohorymi, 1 josostale na bloku, Na.fqmego dals sy wyoligania
trupdw 3 bunkrs kremstorium I mmsleslifmy iob svioki nagis bes dla-
adw postraalu, Preypussosms, e soetall s~espllowani, Po nissiqomne)
prsey prsy krematorius I posostalo mas s 23 tyddw tylko 13, Orupy
tq s 5 Viadyslavenm Tomioskiem s Cleasyma 1 osteress wymisniomymi
fus prossesmis Pdalami /Piskip 1 19al/ praeniesiess v date %
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G0 praesiaki, gdsie usisssesent setalidey v bloks ur 1T .‘.ml s
BIb. Byl % Mok samiaiqey, Jax oiy pSanie) dovledsiaiem Tomicsek
:::':-‘.: :-"ﬂ" ::s::: ; x:n 194, Byi %o stary wigsted,
slyeesterys + Fraed praydsielenien go do masse .
§7upy 00 Binlo misjese v mareu 1943 r, Pracowal on prees jakid omae
¥ miynie ! w raesad, skpa u.‘g.m““m‘m““'m
towany $od sarsutem dsislelsedot konspiracyjne, Cola ta grupa oes =
duumuh-l‘lonnvuﬂqonm 1 praes es4d 58 skasans na
éuloré, Untereturafiiver Orebner Tosposnal Tomiosks jessose praed
vykomaniem egaekusit 1 praydstelil zo do masse grupy. ¥ Braesince
pracosal Tomiosek jako ocapo komanda Satrudnionege w krematorius II
s péanie) » krematorius IV, Sdaje aiq v sierpmiu 1945 =, wesnany
s0stal Tomiosek na oddsial palityomny aked Jeesose togo saxeye dunia
Overscharfihrer Kmakernak praywidsl jego swioki, ktére epalid fdmy
» krematgrium ar ¥, Olowa Tomloska sawiniqta byla w worek, Jecaak
rosposmal ifmy go wasysoy, ponlew-i odsmaosal siy sllny budowe olals,
Evakerngk pilnowal nse osebijols tak diuge, dopdki swioki Tomioska
nie snalasly siq v plecu, a nastqpuie saras odasedl, Otwarliday
drewi pieca, wyolaguqli swieki, odwingli worek { = twarsy supe.nie
dokl~dnie roc-ssmalifmy Tomicska, Byl te csiowiek bardsext dobry,
obobodsil aiq & mami prayswoiole, wiajemniosolidmy go v nesann praoq
BORMMrasyiMy, = = = = m - emeccememecmee o
¥ dafu 4 maves 1943 r, pod strady SS.manndw saprowsdsent
sostalidny na terea krematorium ns II. Tu objadnil nam konetrukoje
toxo krematorium cope August, spro-adsony w t/m sanym 0% ole § Bue
ohenwaldu, gdsie pracowal jray tamtejssym kremaspeium, Krematorivm
ar IT posiadalo pod siemis rosbieralalq /AusXleideraaw/ 1 bunkier
onyli gasosniy /Pdohenkellen/, ¥ jraejfolu migdsy tymi oboma pdwnie
suni susnjdowal sl Merytars do kiofege promadsily ¥ sewnatrs sohedy
1 -,.anulmﬂwm‘O‘m'h-ﬁh-
s cbosu, Demwiapd § aebleralai wohodsilo siq do tego korytarss
.m"“"—l-ﬂnmo‘-mm-

\
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foren tege krematerium promadsily de korytarsa drugie sobody, Ns lewe
04 ¢ oh weheddw majdeval eiq w recu waly POXoik ma wiosy, ekdmry L
P, TReoSy, & ma ¥ % maly kolk, w kiorym prscohowywand sapesows
pusski s*Oyklonsn®, ¥ prawys keots korytirss ma folanie prsscivlegle
04 wejéols & rosbleralns smajdowals eiq winda 0o wyoleganis swiok,

Do rosbierslai wohodsilo siq & podndras krematoriim schodesd, Sohody
te otocseas byly selasmg cariery, Nad drawiasi wisiaia tablion 3 oae
ploe= 'h Baden und Desiafektion", Nnpis tem byd » paru jesykaohy
wypdsany, ¥ restierglsd blegly wadius fciam lawy dresnisne oras
drsewians wisesaki pommsrowsns, Nie bylo tam & dnych okies 1 stnde
palile sigm éviatle, Resbiernlnia mials réemies instedacyq *od ool
gomy 1 bris skanalizgwana, & rosbiorrlni wohodsilo siq © korytarsa
praes dzswl, nad ktdrymi vdelel maple “Humx Bde®, powiérsony w
kKlku jesvkach, Prsypomin-m scbie, fe wypicame tom bylo rémies sle-
wo "Beaila®, I korytarsa teso rchodsilo siq drswirsd no prano de go-
sowni, Byly to drswi drsewiane, sbudorans & dndoh maretw krétkioh
krwalkdw dessk, podotmis Jak po.adska jarkietorn ject ukladana, mig-
dsy tymi waretwasi zanjdo wis siq piyta 8 masy ussoselninjsce) Lrse-
gl dravi 1 fugd futrymy sdmlet obite byly ussoselkami :iloowymi,
coarinch tyoh pa wysekedol plowy mqfozysny Grednlego werostu
sncjderalo s1q okrqgle okiemko, ossklome, I dru 1s) stromy drswi
to smacsy od etromy gasowni okienke %0 byls sukratowans kraty w
kestelofs pSiindi, Kratq tq salotono dlstege, joniewns sdarsaly sig
wypedki, 18 ludste snajdujeoy olq ¥ koaotse gasove) saed émlerels
wybijedl esydq w okieaku, Pemlewas 1 kréfa temu nie sapoblegala
1 wypedki takie mime jej salotenis powinrssly siq, okisnko to ;ﬁno‘g
sabite blochy Jub desky, V¥ tym miojsou nadmienias, $6 prsemmacseni
na gasowmale i mmajdujsoy eiq v komorse gasovej ludsie ussiadsall
nisras praswody sloktyyosne, srywall J9, usakadsali ursqdsenta welty-
laoyise, = Drowi to samykzne byly o4 stzemy kexytarss ma delamne
Pyile, Tiére po mmimiqedn Grewi deolsgelo siq d1s wmsesdaienia

eneojiingmi salrqtimmi, S)lepionie Romory gasewe] oparte byde ma
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osmentowysh {{larech w frodr; Sve) sserokodol, §a lew 1 na praw
od tyoh fllardw snajsownly ety oRtery slupy, Zewmqtrmng doisnq $yod
slupdw stanewily kraty & ETubego drutu, blegneoe Al po wufit 1 na
sewmatrs, Za tq dofang mnajco-aia ol druge siatka s drobniejssyni

ooskani 1 otworami, o » ate] trasols geets, ¥ te) traseis) siavoe

POrussele siy pudelds , kiérym wyolagane jrsy pomooy drute proesel

8 ktdrege wypereral jus gea, Posatys w komorse smajoomals siq inete-.
1803s elektryosna prow deoma jo ebu stromach belki noéme) poaparte)
s ({larsch osmentowyoch, Inetalacja wontyluoy jna wmentowans byis w
sursch komory gasowe], Do waqtrsa komory gromeasily od Bie) male
Ofwory saopat 50ne siatkasi s biulej bluohy, kiofs polesens byly

v gérme oagfol foiom becsayeh eras otsory delue, mabespieoscns
jakgdyby kagadosai pelasnymi, Wentylaoj: kosory gasows) poleosces
byla s eystomem Tur wentylesyjnyoh, smajoujyoysd «Aq w rosbhieralnd,
Uentylacjs % obalugujaon rowales pokd) sekoyjny jorussana byls
moteromi elektrycsnysi, smajdujyoymi «iq na etrychu budynki krematoe
ryjoege, Komora gesowsn nle posiadala instzlacji wudoolsgowe), Krsa
wodoolegowy snajdo-ul siq w korytarsu i 3 niego wotem pusowys spiue
kiwano podiogq komory, I kuticem roku 1943 kpeorq gasows praepolowions
friron surowang tuk, by nadawalo «iq Jo gasoranis mnis jesyod transe
portdw, ¥ doi ais te) snajdo-mly siq tokie same dratl jek 3 koryte-
T8a G0 osle) kowory, Malejuse trioniporty gasowano w komorse komoowe)
polotome) dlej od rejfols & koryt rsa, S.rdwmo rosbisralnia jak 4
koaora gasowa pokryte byly od wierschu plyty betomowy 1 sasypane
sleniy, porosiy trawmy, Puncd komory gasory wanosily slq jakgdyby
male domizki osterech otvordw do ¥ys weypywania gasu, 0%:ory te mae
tykans byly pokrywsai cemsntowysi 3 drsewisnymi uohwytami na dwie
roee, Nad fosbieralniy terem byl Wwookq wsniesicay pouid pesiom po-
avfrss 1 supsinie »éwmy, Bury westylacyjee ushodsily de oiegdw &
touindw smajdujesyoh sig v budynku stojsoym ponad Morytarsem i rose
bléraluiy, Basasspan, 8¢ pocsatkowe v rosvieralal mis byle lawek ani
M.ymm tusséw, Jeano 4 drugle Bainstalowme
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doplere w jJealeni 18943 r, @ma Semaskoranie resbierdad i kowery. 4
preedatasionia Loh juko Rafnis desymfeoja, Tuase %o wiioasomene
byly na Keockaah drsevianyoh, kidre » tyn oelu mmrowens w osmentow,
povaly komory gasovej, 2.dae maewody wodcolgowe 8 tussunl Symd niy
isosyly siq, & wigo § woda migdy 3 nick nie R P Y g
Jok Jus wapommisies s kerytarse jrowsdsile winda, s wiadole
vie wyolagm EWiek ma posiom parteru, Tu od *indy prowndsily jedns
drawi de hajoownd, gdsie Enajdovaly olq piece kreastoryime, n drigie
"prost ¥ grsecimnym kierunku do pokoju saApacovego no swioki, Pomadte
sns jdowaly eiq %o kewytars, do ktdrege prorodsiio wejécie os stromy
bremy vjasdore] mo terem kresatorium, Drawinmi na Eswe & Sacon korp.
tarza wohodsile siq do pokojuteskoyjnere , Migusy jokojen iekayjnym
R BAgASYRSE Sapes0vYN n) % 1okl snajio Al iq Xloset, do ktémege
praschodsile sig drawiaml s pokoju .ekoyjnego, Drawiami s korytarsa
A lewo wohodsile siq 30 bajoo'ni od stremy generatordw pleodw xre-
mntoryjnyoh, Plece te usseregowane byly obok slebie w rdmyoh odste
pach, bylo 1ok pied, kasdy opalany dwomn gensratorasi, 3 urugle)
strony, s wiqo = tej stromy , v ktdre) sasjoomalo sig wyjdols od
windy, posiadaly te pilecs po tray retorsy , ¥V katus) retorole misd.
odle =iq pled smiok ludskich, Kssds retorts sasykans byla ma drsvi
telagne = napdcem Mgtply "Topf®, Fod katdy retorts sanjdomer ady
popielaik, samykany Sfwaies mo drawioski telasns wyrobu Ye) same)
tirmy, ’.M“.“'qu&nmh-ahrt-ui.‘
Ensjdevals eiq Eeksownis, Pesuwa)io 41¢ WEled podwirsa prasbiegal
s koksowals weski keryt reyk, s xtérero provndzily drsvi do malego
pokoiky preesascsemeqs @a SS.mamndv, 3 ktérege wyebedsile jedme
okno na hajoowniq od stromy retort, o arugie na tylne pododrse
Yrematerim, Obok nisge 1...;...‘3 komandaf@hrers & jedayn oknem
svréosnyn sa tylse podwizse, S Sym pokojem xasjderal siy Kloset 4
-m.~uuﬂjﬂlh~"l.—m-

ods hanteny, § burybarayin fage jrovidsily drewius scody g
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komandaie, ,Pesa tya na atryohu 00 Jdowaly alg wotory olskiryoane obe
slugujaoe windg 4 wentylaojq, Betrudniony t-m byd Pray Lok ob.ludse
jeden mohanik wiqaied, 04 streny »jasdu an podwirse kresstorium
snajdowala eiq w érediu budyniu Ystoiaos ku prsodowi posa Jepe masyw
prayboddura, w ktdre) smajaewal ig ples 4o prdenis dateed. Byia to
t, v, WD versrensung®, Byl to csobny plec, 10 rtdrege wohodsile
sie po scbodach wid2, ot wokél byl poreoss Aslasay & opalany
woelem, Wojdcle do praybudd. ki 'lhlnnunq',mgosm g od
strony wjasdu na terem krewotorium. Prsybuddrka ta ejrdos drawi misls
od frentu jedno okno 1  jedn.m oknie ma pre o 4 na lewe od va)ala,
¥ rocu na leve od -ejdole majdownl siq otwdr, xtérym s popielnika
SEAJCIJ40020 slq praed nim nasemMytrey prEybudenki FTELOLR 40 EEy-

buddwki rsecky prEesmacEGne na sp-lenie, Ples do splenis $yoh FEee
o%v anajiornl siq §o lews) stronie od -e)fols 20 gayb.ddwid, s phmm
paleninko 30 opalanir toro pleea po [rame), Sasgmoosem, 12 w tym wiade
nie plecu prees oaly osas jalono dokumety oddsisl  pokitycanere
obosu, 0o pewien osr: SSemenni praywosili o-le &' t- pppleru, OYugen-
téw & kartotek i popiery te jod ich ramtrol byly jaloss, P 1 o te
papiery soupmiyles, 26 byly w nich ccle e%0sy kartotek ludsi mmeriyoh
ores Yotormeldungi, 2rcmero 3 t ch dokumentdw nie mog)iémy cos widcle
sebref, poniow & jedilifmy pod bespodrednis 1 Sci.ly kemtraly SS-smndw,
Sa sreybuddviy TEDdverbreanung® wgl b krematerium majdowal siq pd
komin, obelir ujqoy wesystkie plece krsmotoryjne i pies "MIMverhremn.ng
Poosgtkowe wokdl teo komine snaju0 ~lv Ag trsy motory elesktrocsne
@s sasilania joro olagu, ¥ povodu gOFaes panujioec® 600k 1 » pobligw
plecs motory te peuly sig jedmak, Fes wyb.ohl Rawet ;Oiar, wobeo oNe=
ro pdsniej sdemsmtowano je 1 kamaly doprowndssjace gasy ajalinows

s pleodw krematoryjayoh W wproet 40 kumina, I prybuddwid
"M yerbrenamg® prowadsily dravi do cseécd budyak, v kidre) waj
dowal siq omin, Osgéé ta'byis polosema wyteJ, vohodsilo siy de mie)
po ssdodiach, Pe wymontowmais motordw ursydseme w jednej osgéol sbek
—— wmywelniq, preesascsony dla satrudaionyck prsy Senderkomandsie
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& v ongéol prasatdegie), & wige to) olicesey rozbieralni yukd) w k'l"’-
Fy® nieras sypial oberoaye A B0, 3tale micuzknl on n Lloku Relohe-
deutechardm , peosqtiows ma odoinks B Ib,a pdant § mn odotoku B 114,
Ha otrvobu nid praybuddwin 4D verdrenmme® sussono wiosy foiqte
efisres, rustraepymanc je 1 pakowanc w worki, Borki se wywotono n stepe

Jak Jus wyse) weposmislem krosatorium nr % II postadalo plegd
peodv, Koady pleo krematorysny posiadal tray retorty de pelenis swiok,
i 2 opalany byl dwoms gensratorani koksowymi, ¥yloty kemaldw ormio-
wych toh peneraterdw mmajdo mly idg mid popielnikaal ebu boosnych
rotors tak, so plomied jruechodsil nnjplerw yrses cbie LGOSDS retorty,
dostaral elg naetgpnie do retorty drodkowe), a wtgd gosy a0l inowe
wychodzily biegnaoys wili konalem do koaina, Kamod gaséw spul Anamyoh
wyohodsil 8 pod pdeoa krematoryjnege od stromy retort podnpdbru siqdsy
obema goneratorsai, Deigki takissu urzydsoniu résny byl priebisy jede-
Bis siq sviok w retortach max boosmyoh 1 w returole droaxove), Zwioki
susulnandw, & "0 Smloki wychudsone 1 posb -ione tiuksosu pdily siq
ssybole] w retortach bocsnyoh, s gorse) w retercie dredroms), Neodrrds,
swloki ludsi sagusowsnych, ®vwdgex ktorych poslono 40 gasu njrout =
transportu, ktdre satem mie byly wyohudsome pelily ulq lepie] w retor-
~ede fredkowej, Prsy paleniu takioh swlok utywal ifmy kokeu wisdoiwie
tylko do respalki knmsxts piees, Zvloki tluete palily vlq bowienm uame
dsiqki epalaniu sig Siussosu, snajdujaoero uiq w olele, Bdarmily wig
nawet wypedki, so gdy sabrakio koksu do opalenis gemsraterdw, podkis-
dalidey de popielnikdw, snadujeoyoh sig jod retortami slomq i drzewo
1 gdy tylko tiussos swisk eiq sspalil, jalily eig jus oale ladwnki
wissmys ogniem, Wewmgtrs retorta nie josiadala sodnyub osqécl selasaych,
Tussts miala ssamotowsy felamne osqéol bylydy siq jwsy sarze, kidry
doshodsil M3 ed 2000 dp 13008 91,0, etopily, Rustta wssmotows wio-
2080 byly w retercle poprsecsnis, Drswioski L otwir wejéolowy do reterty
Syly mniejase, sema Fetarts byls okols i m, diugs, 0 e, ssercha,
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or.dcle) awioks 8 - o dsieol, Rocbllidmy to %ok Matoro, uby smiokt

asieol nis lezaly wirost ma fusstash, kWre Lyly wseroko romet--ione

1 svloki dsieol mo iy Pries nie yraelecied w0 wplslniks, Zrloki koe
blet palily eiq sososate lepie] L usyboie), jak swioki sqtosysn, DMla=
$000 tet, jetell uvunek ey sig Do, wyasukiealidey svaoxi koblety
"klncall 36 do pieocs 1a pray.itessenia srocess pelenia, Pray jlers-
siyoh lruunkach gdy plece Ogrisnne byly tylko generatorani palemis
odbywalo #1q juwolnie, Pdanie; jedmak w wdarq spdania aslesyol ine
cunkdw Texvssx Tomgarssly olq zarem wytoarsanyn pray wmlaniu a1
sviok  tok, te pray spelentu swiok tiustyoh ogdle wyl,oscno generstory
Ze srlok wlotonych 10 tak TON2ATSONASC jheon wplywal mocent:lsie thuese
do poplelnika, w popdlniku wejmlal vig 1 pmlil swioki, Prsy sjalaniu
BUrUlANOY mudlAne st le paid w genoratorachy Vorarveiter sapi.ymi

v noteale 1loéé swiok pelon.ch » knpaym lodunky, & Komnuof@hrer
85-mann koatrolowal te sapisy i pos sgaleniu oalero transportu notes
Sableral, I kagds zmiang no.sepo Sonderkomands prsychodsill iani strage
nicy 83 1 imi Komandof@hrersy, 3 podrdd Komandofihrerdw prsysosinas
s0ble SS—manndw Ougt:u, Ensusa, Kursobussa, Schultsa, X8lna 1 Kallers
Réwnies 1 Ow Scheimets o ktorym Ju2 wepominnlem, Lyl prses )okid oz s
Komundofihreres w krevatorius IV, Wesysoy Komandofihrersy smgoadi olg
oad wigsnlani s Sonderkomands, satrudniOnymi o8y krematorium nismilo-
siernie, Nicras prsyblera:o to tekie .ormy, 2o naprayklad ssef kranse
torius ¥oss, ktdry po pewnym oscsie 80.%al 3o stanc-icks $0.0 na imns
prasnissiony sgeail Komancofihrera GFgtwss Gorgiess,kidry sngoad siq
8ad nanl v sposd bestialuki B te 0 Sylio yuwidu, o w krematorius nie
bylo prooy, poniewss mie iTEybyly #a.De trensporty, Powiedsisl wowozas
40 niege *Yona du hast niobt was su usdegen, dunn List au wild, Ioh
habe @ass sobon gemg®, O, rdos wspoanisnogo Vossa, 0ydl » rofn,oh
osasach ssefami krematorium Untervoharfidirer Steinberg, Ha.ptecharfihr,
rsy Hirsoh i Moll, Sodarfihrer Puch i jaybyly & Lutlina po elikwide-
wanlo tamtesser® kresatorium Oberecharfihrer Musfeld, = = = = = = = .
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Fajwiqkusym swyroaniacelm wérdd nich Uyl Haupteoharfihrer Cito Moll

Jemsose praed moim FEaybyoles <@ ovoxu Lyl on ¥, o nikiva pracy na

bunkraoh, gdsle sagasoranyoh spalane w dolach, Péante] ux Jakid osas
praeniesdony soetal do innopo oddsisiu, Bssroetwo wasystkioh krems =
toriéw powiersane mu w Svigaku 8 preygotowaniami na prayqole maco-
vyoh trameportéw weglerskioh w roku 1944, Oai, AXojq mRsOwegO niss-
asenis ludsi prsybyiyoh tymi transportasi, on grsypotosal, Jess se
pred praybyoles traneportdw woglerskich, sarsydsil wyrosanis doldw
abok kresatoriue ¥V-go, oras uruchomii pongwnise Bleocsymny 40 tego ome
wu bunkier nr 3, 1 jego doly, Na podworsu TenaAtor ius POrOswieass
P slupsuh tablice = naplesai, wediug treéci ktdryoh ludsie, praybyd
transportani, majy prse)éd do ovosu, gasie osoka ioh To0R, §0 Jode
nak muszy priedtem wykypad eiq 1 soetad poduani desynferoyi, ¥ tym
oelu mussy alg roubnd.; wasystkie raecsy wartodclore 2l02yé w ko-
sz oh epeojrlnie w tym celu na podwdrau rosstawlonvoh, Tresé tq powe
t-rsal rémiet osobidcie w prasméwienisch, s ktdrymi swmoni olq do
ludsl praybylych transportaai, Tranaporty te byly bardzo lioshe i
sdarsalo sig, u,hc-ory kresatorium V nie mogly pooisdold wesyetkiol
prEvbylych transportes, Tq resstq, nie miessozqon s1Q ¥ komorach gee
sowych, rosstraeliwal najosgécle) oscbifole, ¥ wielu wypadkach, wrii

oal ludsi gywoem do plongoych doidw, Mel.;l #1q w etrselaniu no od=
fegi0és do ludst, Wigfaidw » Bonderkosands maltretowsl 4 bil 1 trak
towa. Jak swiersqta, prsedsielons wu 40 Jego Osdbisto) obslugi wigse
niarki opowindaly, te se skriyni, w ktdre) pakoranc srabovans ludiic
praybylgm Sranedportami kosstownodol, wyjmowal £y pOmoOy drutu prme
uioty 520te i sabieral jo w tecsoe dla siebie, B 5ogrdd rieosy pose
stalyok po ludsisch sagasowanyoh sabioral dla oiebie futra i baidso
wisle frodkdw tymodolcwyoh swizszosa tiussosey 3 uimisches swracal
elq ¥ takich rasach do SS-sasadw otacsajesyoh go 1 mowil, #e trsebe
siq saopatrsyd w érodki s ymefol, bo nadejdy réwnies i ob.de dni, N
Jogo rsadent Sonderiomando ;Svigkesomego 10stalo do liosby okels

1000 wiqsnidw, Poosatiuw, gdy je praydsislecy sostales 6o presy
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¥ Bonderkomandsie, 11csyle ono okolo 400 wigdnide 1 w te) uile utrsye
Bywalo siqx @0 stycania oay et lutego 1844 r, ¥ Jednym s t,0h nie
*100y wyslano ns transport do Lublina 0kolo 300 wi. midw, ¥ miday-
O8Asls stale praydeielsno @ Sonderkomanda 0 okolo 20 wi énidw ty-
Fodniowo, gimglo nas jedmak tak wielu, 8¢ ¥ pooaqtkowym okresic me)
praoy mime tych tygodniowyon Faybytkdw, Sonde:komnde nie 1ioczyvie
wigoe) jak M.m-l‘t. Po wysyloe o ego trnaportu de Lablina, po-
sostalo nas okolo 100, Z Lublina Pravdsielono L praywimno do nose §
gTupy 30 Boajan i Niemoa Isrdla, Jake kapo, Ponndto praydsislono do
Sonderkomsnda jessose kilkudsissigolu wigsnide, migdsy miai joldgie-
sserdw o palacsy & krematorium I w @éwiqolaiu, ¥ miosigou kwietniu
1344 1, 1io3ylo satyn Sonderiomande okolo 180 wiqmnilw, Pod konieo
tego miselygon w swigsku 8 Sraneportami "oplerskini, jowiqkssono jo

do 1000 wigmmidw, Postqporanies ewym i trokto nniea nas oras rodsa)em
FEAcy Pray mAcovym galeniu transgortin weglerskich, dopro-sdsil nas
Noll 1 8S-manni 3 jeyo otoosenis <o roxgucty, Po nasdfsaniu kontaktu

% obosem 1 me éwiatesm sewngtranys, jostanowilidmy uri,isié pometante

1 albo praedrsed siq ns walnodd, albo mpingd, Tormin joretenia ustali-
1idey na ozerwisg 1944 r, Doty dokinanej nie smaiqtam, Powstanie nis
Cosslo jedoak 30 sruthug a poniewas bylo jus do je;9 wyb.ohu -u,n‘
praygotommne i w akojq tajesmiczeni n'wet taoy ludale, jpraed ktdrymi
praytowanis powstania trzymalidmy w tajemmicy, Sprawa ta prayniosia
nem duse sikody 4 o jej wykryolu pooisgngla sa agbq dute ofiary, Jake
plermesy rosatrsslany soetal w nisdligi csas po tersinis wysnaosonym
na powstanie, nass kapo Emmirieki, Od texo oEnsu prsenissionc nne dla
unisngtl iwienis nan jakiegokdlwiek kontakiu xe dviates na rromatorium
1V, 5 sabmatorowsas] tes oslugl wyselekojoso-anc 1 poslano do paxu Okole
200 wigsaidw, Zagasowani sostall w odwesalni na "Kanadsie® w Odwiqoimiu,
s spaleni w krematorium II, prsy csys sjelenia dokonali Sasi SS-manni,
satrudnieni  kresstorium, Sytudoja stawals siq dla nas coras oiqtesa
1 misg, 43 bylidmy se sdwojomy csujmoboly strseseni i kostrolowsni,
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postanowilidmy aa wucalky ceng umilnid siq % oiua, Po :-w-otw":
ni'oh dowsle e wrsedniu 1944 r. do buntu » kiematorius IV, xtdry
objal rdwmnies krem.torius 11,7 ostale buntu sacilifuy na keosatorfmm
IV 35 = 50 So-mamméw 1 rosbicslifey aiq, Prasdstes jdpalilidmy kree
matorium ur IV § wysiusilifmy je w Fowietrae, W obesie wasosgto alarm,
85 o%0cayle wasystkis krematoria, ujqlo sjEawis wasyetkioh rosbiega~
38070l aiq wiqsnidw, ¥ wyniku jowstasia posostels e §Tay tyolu 8
Sysisoa tylko 0kolo 190-oiu, Vasystkioh umiessosono na krematorium
III, & nastqpuia jrsenicsiono na blok 11 odoinka B II a, Stamtad

100 wiqunidw wysiamo transportes, 30 odkomenderowans do pelenia
swlok w krematorius ¥, s 90 missskalo na bloka 11 i yracom @ w
Abbruchiosendo, Komando to smjote bylo rosbidrks kremstoridw II 4
III, ktére praetransportowans minly bys do Oross Rosen, Po jnkimd
osrsle na bloku lletym umiesxczono rémniet £ owych 30 prlsosy »
trematorium V, tak, te pray likwido'aniu obosu na bloku 11 Ena 00w
wrlo 44q Okolo 90 wiqunidw & Sonderkomsnda, ¥ dafu 18 styoxnis 1945
wyprowndzeni sostalifey wras 3 ~iganinei innyoh blokdw do Odwigote
uin { popgdseni w kisrunku Rzeeszy, Po przebvoiu okolo 40 km, stispe
lom & w ton cposol UrAtOVALen 2VCL0, = = = = = = = = e n - - - o
Jak jus poprsednio wepomnislem do SonceRomando maleseli réwnies
ostere) lekarze sekoyjni, Poosytiowo missskali oni »¥as 3 nasi na
bloku, & pdanie) umieezozonc ioh w jokoju Obok kokeowni w krecstorium
ar 11, Lekarse oi prsepro-ads 11 .ekojq Swiok w pokoju jologonye

s parterse w krematorisoh II i III, ¥ jokojsch tych smajdowmly eig
duge stoly & masy kamiernej, Ba ktdryoh dokonywnlim omi lekarse
sekoy). Betojomowsno swioki wignidw ssariyoh w sspitalu, atektére
swioki 0sdd resstrzslanych w korytarsu migday rosbleralniy a kooors
gasomy, "”m‘-" takich dokoaywal najosgéclej oo= Moll ouobide
ofe, Rosstrsaliwane wigsaidw praywissicoyoh & bunkedw tloku 11 1ub

s poss Jéwigoisis, Bardso caqete gdy preywiesiono vigsnidw oo ros.
strselanie, prayjesdsal do kresatedium Unterscharfiirer cleswape @

.;hd;n.mwmunmwm.mmm
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nigee, Vyoigte & okolioy ua ores podl.

akow ondfct oleis ludskiego ledo=
i
wel on do ekrayd 1wb do vi-dre | FYRURLL & krosatorium item, W jakim

oslu to rovil, nie wiem, 2 praepro~rdsons ) sekojl spdeywali owi leka-

rae-riqeniovie protokdl sekoyjiay,
kars GSesann,

Protokdl ten mableral nnstgpnie le-

¥ Ivietatu roku 1943, bylo to w polowie m1001408, pINeniesion/ 0 tae
lem A0 pragy w !r—t.ou-.n nr IV, ¥tdre jako aruw ie = kolei zostalo w
tym 0% ole uruchomione, Nast paie takss w plermuze) polowie roku 1943
urachmions 20.t6l0 kremotorium nr ¥, a w kodou rrematorius ar I11,
Kresatorius nr III sbudo-ane Lylo Sak .a=0 jek krematorius ar IT s ty
réinioy, te w tym kro atorium nis usywano wopofe od pousstiu woska do
irdorania swiok 40 pleocs, ¥ tyn pokoju ouuk kokeownd w h‘m Be kre-
satorium nr II slosskall lekarse, ,reco sl w tresatorius II1 £O1dm
arbeitersy, ktdray prreteplall estuosne 3qly o sstiby ZAOtE, = = = = =
Kremitoria IV { Wabuio-ans byly rémios "eulyg tych samyoh landw &
cloione eymetr, osnie po Ob: itromsch dregl wrssbilsgejqoe] miquay obo-
sem B II 1 “"Mekaykiom" rr ki:runk. movej sauny, Krematoria te pociadaly
$0 dwm plooce ozteroretortowe, Retorty katdsgou pleca usytwomene byly

Po dmie » kailej joro utrony, Jeden gensrator opalal m tych pleoch
dwie retorty polosons w jedne) polo~ie katimo = sieodw, Katdy plec
posiadal wiasmy komdn, Zardrno rosbieralnia jak i KOmOTy gesoms urEg-
dsone byly w krematorisob IV i ¥V nadsiemnie, Budynek, w ktérym mieéoily
slq one byl snacanis nigexy od hajoowni tak, e wrlydal ma paybuddwiq
40 krowntorium, I bajoorniy sysiadowdl w kisrunku rozbleralni wiaki
korvtars O estarsch wewagtran.ch drsvisoh, Pro'edaijy oos & kazdero
kodca korytarsa do hajoowni i do rosbisralai, Resbleralais posisdala
ostery mals okienka znkratownes od strony newnqirsne) krataszi selase
ayni, Didese drswi wyobodsily s rosblesalni us korytars, do kidrege
snnjdomaly siq drswi wejécio-s 8 podwérsa krematorium, ¥ te) same;
$otanie 00 4 drswi wejfcic e xaajdoraly siq dwa okni, Hawprost od
drsvi widciowysh @0 korytarsa jrowadsily drugle drswi de waqirsa po-
ko o jednym cknie, w ktérys sisdolla siq kushnis dla SS-ssnnde,
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Satrudnienvon prav kre wSuriaoh, Potrowy A Y | ‘e, kushng ;
riqaniovie & Sonurlnmw., L porije s AL e ul enly v Rnidw

& Sonderkominaa, ¥ Kiematorium ¥ grogu AL v tym o w38 oy, kr rey

1 stalnrse & Bendarkomanda, o na krematoriom I1 mvveat 3 ki leno
7™ pokeu wioey eboiqte aviokes cedt SARRZCTmAvOR, T-20010 (7371 B o=
£0 Forytarsa prowmasily do nrile jesa o keryt-rmn, ktdry postedion téw
Ales drswl do podrdrsa krewcorium § 10400 sakratormne okne, Z te o ko-
rytorsa maal wohodsilo oiq draviami ne o ot ejbedr do ¥erory plorm.
88, & drawinml nawprost 9o malejuse) o7ery, = ktdre) pro ndaily
drswi do komory @wtatniq), najwigksse), I-rowno tan <r 1 rorvt-rm

jak 1 tray daluze , wymlenions cetataie bikec o, Utymns ity jake
konory gaSewe @0 pasorania ludsi, Wusystkie pocindaly ras0:5030line
drawi, okna sakratowase 04 .tromy esmgtrans ) 1 seayiowo oo sewastrs
RA gasessosslne oriennice, Prsos okienks te, 30 *tdryoh duutad miri
t0)aoy nA serastrs budynku mitosysns wyolgnlety Tyky, luiviy oo
veypymais samartodol pussek®oyklonu® uwo s«peinien. oh L.afel lordr
gasowych, Komory gesere Lyiy cmole < m, wysokie, Poolaaciy tnetcleoye
ofietleniowy slektr, ang, yrorsdsme po folan ob, nio 20,4451y ne~
tomisut inctalacii entylsoyjne ), Zntrudalons pray wynoaseniu swiok

s koadr gasevyoh Sonderkonsndo rsco cde w mask ob gasenyoh, Znioki
“..-“. 0 alemi yraes WOTytore e jinlowy, pasis frysjersy oboinall
wioey, BRatqpais [waes roabisrsimiq, Xtdra slusyla w Syoh trematoriseh
Sa pokd) sapeeowy splek, Byls %0 duss hals, w ktdre) ukisdano sz -loki
aby wrassagd kooory gasore, ¥ rosbieralni praccisggano zvloki praes
é» wqaki korytars wiq &v bejcornidg i jescieralniy, Me kasdye kodou
toge korytarss stal centysta, ktdry ryrymsl sviokes sqby siote, Lrdo-
wande swiok 3 holi b joo mi G0 retort eddywnlo siq Sy ponooy mosmy
salamyod, kidre Jus jojrssanie oploalen, Zs ejoomiy snajdo a2 eiq
pokd) Xemendefihress, obok niege mmie)usy jOkeik dla ressty IS-mandw,
YorytarayX, usywalnis i Koses dla 35-odw, oras keksowais, Ouiy budg-
nok byl sarowsny, pesisdal dech ¢ tomerukojl dremalane), kryty plye
tand aadestowymi 1 papy. Pedsdrsa wesyetkich kremateridw oddsislems
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P72y od dviata semnqtranage gqitye piotes * "idiny 1 sywopiotu, na
¥idryoh rosoiegano jeusone '::;-'{:'U'l'. Yo poimdrau anujdo aly atq
viete strasniose, » xdryon BaApmakt S-manni & karabinasi .
=i, ocaly teren byl otooseny POn 4% drutes kolozastyn, onlasoranym
Preden alektrvomym, pocedreg odé~letlons byly wilnymy rerlektorami,
¥ maju 1944 r, 38-mmnny Polealll wykomd nam na PO drsu kromatorium
¥-£0 ¥ j30 o8gé 1 niqday rorem Odplywowym, a budynkiem kresstorium '
Pied 02hw, v K:yon neitemie woeleso sniokt oudy tagazoranyoh §
™ e0Tyah transportdw weglerskich, Worswdsie POROmRAZ000 ponigday
tyel dolemi ter pod wiski, jednak wSaka tepo mis st ywalidmy, SSweanmny
reasall jo 2a nilewyzodne 4 wigsnio~is % Sonderkomanda oLngll zniokd
© sagasovanyck & komdr gazowyoh vprost do idw, ¥ tym samym ox 4o T
chomiono rémisz drwny bunkier mr 2 4 Jego doly do wpalmnin zmlok,
Jn oacbibile na bunkrse mr 2 nis iaco'nlem, Poniesas doly uznano zg
lepie) nadajqoe uiq do spmlanis swiok, wiqo PO rozpociqeliu palenia w
dolaud, unleruchominme po kaoled krematoria, Najplerw minrvohomions
k ematorium nr IV, » jo 3lq - omerwou 1944 T, dastqpuis zdaje sig
» paddiorniku 1944 r, krematoris I7 i II1, Eremstorius nr ¥ caynne
bylo a2 do iclecski Niemodw, Utywsno go ostatnio 4o plenia swiok
riqeaidw sw.rlyoh, 1ub mabit-ch, Oasowmania ludsi soprzentan w pad-
aslerniku 194, r, Dalein) nie jestem w utanie podad Gossle) oytry
wasyatkio! oadd, ktofe sostaly sagazowane i spelone w krewmstor faoh
1 * dol b, Posscaepdlul ludsie s osligi kremstorius ukryole notowli
opfry 1 drastyosniejese sajéols $yos4ce siq 0edo sagmwanyoh, Notatks
te 30.toly sakojane w rden ch ~iejsoach obok kresatorfdw, Cxqéd 5 tyoh
Botatek odkojmse w ossale pobytu Kowle)l sowieokis), Ktéra je sabraia,
Innomna wiqkenoéé jedmak po-inaa siq jeascss snajcowad (kryts w afemi,
i motna by ten meterisl odssuked, Migdsy innymi ¥nejcujy ole tas sako-
pane sdjgols 0edd srgasommnvoh - komorss paso-e), jak réwnies tranee
porty nadessle do rrematorium o sngmsowanis, Wedlug moich prsypusosed
ogdlna oyfra oedd sagasowanyeh w krematoriach Odviqainekioh za omas
v ktérym ja, Jako oslongk sgudertonande Obalugimles te kremateris,
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byly od dwiata SO tTERAEO ggutyx piotan & wikliny § syeopiotu, na
ktdryoh TOROlAgAIO jeuzome maty Slonirne, ¥ poindrgu BBLJA0 aly aig
viete strasniose, » Xtdryon ::::‘u S8~manni 3 karabinasi » “aynowy-
=i, ocaly teren byl otoomeny POn 4% drutes kolozastyn, onlasoranym
Preden slektrvomym, pocedreg od~letlons byly wilnymy rerlektorami,

¥ maju 1044 7, S8-manni joleoidy *ykoiad naa na pod drau kromatorium
¥-£0 ¥ j30 o8gé 1 miqday rorem Odplywowym, a buaynkiem kreoo stor tum '
Pieé 102hw, v Xt yoh neitqpnte spedano 8720%1 08db 2agasormnyoh §

™ e0Tyah transportdw weglerskich, Worswdsie PORrOWR 15000 poniqday

tyel dolemi ter pod wiski, jednak wSaka teso mis it ywalidmy, SSeeamny
eazall jo 2a nilewyzodne 4 wigsnio~is % Sonderkomanda oLngll znlokd

© agazovanych 8 koadr gasowych wprost do oidw, ¥ e

chomiono rémisz drwny bunkier mr 2 4 Jego doly do wpalmnin zmlok,

Jn oacbibile na bunkrse mr 2 nis iaco'nlem, Poniesas doly uznano ag
lepie) nadajqoe 4iq do spmlanis awiok, wiqo po rozpociqeiu falonia w
dolaud, unleruchominmo po kaoled krematoria, Najplerw minrvohomions

k ematorium nr IV, » jo 3lq - omerwou 1944 T, Dastqpuis zdaje sig

» pafdiorniku 1944 r, krematoris I7 i II1, Eremstorius nr ¥ caynne
bylo a2 do iclecski Niemodw, Utywsno go ostatnio 4o plenia swiok
riqeaidw sw.rlyoh, 1ub mabit-ch, Oasowmania ludsi soprzestano w pad-
aslerniku 194, r, Dalein) nie jestem w utanie podad Golsle) oytry
wasyatkio! oadd, ktofe sostaly sagaszowane i spelone w kremstor faoh

L » doloh, PosscaopGlul ludsis s oslugl kremstorius ukryole notowali
opfry i drastyosniejese sajéois tyomqce slq 0edt sagmwanych, Fotatki
te s0.toly sakopane w rden ch ~iejscach obok krosatorfdw, Caqéé s tyoh
Botatek odkojmse w casais gobytu Komlell sowieokie], Xtéra je sabrala,
Innomna wiqkenoéé jedmak po-inaa siq jeascss snajcowad (kryts w afemd,
i motna by ten meterisl odssuked, Migdsy innymi ¥najoujy ole tas sako-
pane sdjgols 0edd srgasomnvoh - komorss pazo-e), jak réwnies tranee
porty nadessle do rrematorium do sngesowania, Wedluz moich praypumosed
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Protokéy
Oswgoim, dnim 10 1 1L maja 1945, sqdzia Okrqgowy Sledosy w
Kraxowie Jan Sehn, Cziomek Komisji dla Badania Zbrodni Niemieoko-
Hitlerownkioh w Oawigcisiu na wniosek i w obecnodei Czlonka
te)ss Xomisji wiceproxuratora Sgau Okrggowego w Kraxowie
Bdwarda Pechalskiego, oras prey wspdfuaziale Bieglego Dra.Jana
Zyguunta Hopla ns zassdsie par. ¢5% w swiysku £ art,.107,109,115,
124 Kodeksu Postgpowania Earnego, prizesiuchal w charaxterze
awiadka bytego wiqznia niemieckiego obozu koncentracy)nego w
Oéwigoimia Nr.80359, ktéry zeszmal co neatgpuia:- - - = = = = = =
Nazysan siq ozlsma Dragon, urodzony 19.
sarca 1920 r. w Zerominie paw.sierpeckiego,
ayn Daniela L Malki Beogerman,/ cboje
nie zyvlg / kawaler, crawiec, religji
nojeeszowe], narodowosci polskie) 1 polskie}
przynal i pafa ), tamieszkaiy
preed aresztowaniem w serominie,ul Biesguh-
aka Nr, 16/ obecnie prawdonodobnie w sLe-
rozinie, Mcawska 10 samieszkaz /., Do O-
swigcimia preybytem kolejs w transporoie
licszgoeys 2,500 zydés rdzne) plol L wieku z (netta w Miawie w

dniu Y.grudnia 194¢ r, Na stac)i odebraii ten transport Lagerrfnror
Piage, MaportfOihrer Palitach 1 lexarz obozowy Mengels, Jus na
dworou prrzeprowsdzili onl selexcjq, rozdeielajge kobiety i dzie-
cl 4o jeansj grupy, & mqaczyzn do drugie). Z grupy mgzozysn wy-
brano 400 oséb. w grupie te) 1 ja siq znalazgen. Nas 400 odpro-
wadzono pieszo 4o obozu w Brzeszince. Resztg t.zm. wizystkie xo-
biety 1 asiecl oraz mqaczyzn nie aalezgcych do NASZEY gFrupy wy-
wisziono sutasi w niewisdomya cierunku, w kasdyw razies poza obdz.
Naszy grupg usieszosono aa blocu 3-cim tego odcinka obozu, Kktéry
pézniej samieniony gostal na obés kobiscy. Kole jno przenoszono
mnie péinie) na blok 22, na starg * Saung £ 1 na olok l& te-

£0 s&uego odcinka obozowego. W dniu 9 grudnis 1942 r. wieczorem
prayby: do bloku 14 Moll, ¥lase, Palitssh 1 Siwy oraz Arpeita-
einsate Mikus . Moll oswiadozyl, ze dokona wyboru robotnikéw

Document 8: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. AGK,

NTN 93, Hoss Trial, Vol. 1, pp. 102-114.
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ao faoryxi gumy.Kazdy = nas oodcnodziz do niego, Moil pytaz

g0 0 zawdd, prrygindsas mu slq, gdy bys silay 1 sdrowy prae~
zomczaL 4o do te) grupy, ktéra wediug ich oswiadczenis =iafa
isé do pracy w faoryce gumy. Ja 1 ud) oras podalismy, ze Jes-
teany zawodowyal Krawcaml i przeznacgeni zomtalismy te2 do

te) formowans) wéwczas przes Molia i jego towarzyszy grupy.
Hano dnia nastqpnego t.J. w dniu 10 grudnia 1Y4¢ r. jus po
wyruazeniu wszystkich xomando do pracy, praybyt do bloku 14
Moll 1 zakomenderowal "Sonderikomando raus®. I tego dowiedzie-
lidmy s14, ze naletyny do jakiegce “sonderxomanda®, a nie do
komanda przeznaczonego do fabryki gumy. Nie zdawalisay soble
sprawy co to Jes. owe "sonderkoaando”, poniewa: nikt nam te-
g0 nie wyjlasndX, Na rozxaz Molla wystspilidmy przed blok,gdzie
otoczyli nas SS-mani i wyprowadzili poza oddés w dwden grupach
po 100 ludzi. Zaprowadzono nas do lasu, gdzie stata murowans
cnafupa, pokryta strzechn siosiang, Oxkna aiala zagurowans. Na
darzwiach prowadzgcych do wngtrza tego dowu przyolta bysa bla -
sZans tascliczxa 2 napises "Hochspannung - Lepenagefahr ", W
odlegLodc1 akoto 30 <40 metrow 0o owego domku stafy dwa bara-
k1 2z arzewa., ro drugiej atronie cosu znajdowaty sig 4 doly o
wymrarach 30 m. diugosci, / m, szerckoscl 1 3 m. gigbokosci,
Brzegi tych dotdw, byly ossolone 1 opalone. Ustawiono nas
praed dowem, priyoy: Moll | odwimdczys nam, 2e bedztemy tu
pracowaé przy paleniu ludzi starych i zawszonych, ze my sami
costaniemy jJesé, beaziemy na noc odprowadzeni do lagru i sue
oiny pracowaé, 5o jek nie to cl, ktorzy nie bedg chcieli pra-
cowad, bgds bicl 1 na vakich jJest kij i psy. Bskortujgey nas
Jo-mani miell rzeczywiscie pey. sastgpnie rozdzielil nas na
Ki1lka grup., Ja sas prrydsielony zostatem wras g 1i innymi do
da grupy, ktdéra jax siq péinie) oxazf@o- wycingaé minta zwlox:
2 owego uouku. Wszystkich 12 ubrano nas w masxcy 1 podprowaazio—
no pod drzwi domku. moll otworzyl te drzwi { wosczaa dopiero
Zobaczylisay, fe w domku tym lezg nagie zwioki ludzi résnego
wieku 1 rdéznej pgci. Moll polecil naw wynosié te zwioki T wng-
trza coau na podwdrze przed driwi, Zaczglismy to robié w ten
sboloo, ze jedne zwio<i wynosiliSsy we czterech. Zirytowato to
Molla, zaxasal -am r¢kawy 1 wyrzucar swhoxi przec arzwi na pod-
worze. Gdy mimo tej Jego leke): oswisaczylidmy, ze my tac nie
potrafimy robié,preydsielil nas ao pracy po dwdch, udy mwioxi
leiasy Jui na podwérzu, dentysta ktéresu asystowal So=-Mann, wy-
rywat zqoy, frysjer- pilnowany prze SS-manna - wtreygl wiosy,

Document 8: Continued.




214

C. MATTOGNO - SONDERKOMMANDO AUSCHWITZ 11

o L)
a nagtqpnie druga grupa zableraza gwlok:i na wozki /roliwagen/,
Byty to worxl umleszczons na iuk:.cn szynach, ktére prowadsily
a2 nad orzegl dofow. Szyny te priebiegaly miqdzy dwoma dolami.
inna grupa zajqta byca priygotowanies cofu A0 spaisnia ZwLoK.
Nas dnie uxtagano najpierw grube drzewo, nastgpnie coraz drobmie)ss
nisjsze na krzys, a w koncu suche gateeie. Daisza grupa odoie-
Taia zwfoxi, priywiezione wozkami nad braeg QoLdw i wramcada
Je do do2ow. Gdy jus wazyatkie aweokl © aomxu do doRdw prae—
transporiownno, Moli polewas te zwloki w 4=ch rogach dofu naf-
tg, zapalas kauczukowy grzevied | wrzucas 80 nA miejace poiane
naftg, wyouchaf ogien i zwgoxa palisy si1q. W czazie sapalanin
prze ¥olla my staliday przed domem 1 obaerwowalidmy to 4oktad-
nie. Po wyniesieniu wazystkioch swlok = doau, musieliduy go do-
kladnie wycsydcié, swywalisay podloge wodg, poaypywali jg nas-
tepnie trocinaai i tielill éciany. Dom éw byt wewngtrz podzis-
lony écianmel poprzeczaymi na 4 komory. Jedna,w ktérej ponied-
016 mozam bylo rozebranych 1200 oséb, w drugie) miedoilo Big
700, w trzecic) 40U, a w czwarte) 200 - 250 oaéd, Do pierwszej
komory, te] na)wigkszej, byly w surze dwa okienka. Trzy dalsge
mialy po jednyw okiendu, Okienka te zasykane byry na drzewiane
drawiczki. Do kazde) kowory prowadszilo osobpe weldcte, Na dra-
winch wejdofowych wisiata tabliczka,o ktérej jus poprzednic
wapoaniatexm, z napisea * Hochspanrung-lebansgefahr *, Napins ten
widoczny byl tylko wéwczas, gdy drawi weisciows byly samkniqte.
Gdy drawi byly otwarte napisu tego widaé nle bylo, a widaé by~
to natomiast napis drugl "Zum baden®. Zagazowani znalaz2uzy sig
w komorze widziell drugi napias usiegzczony na drzwiach wyjdcio=
wych z komory.Byl to napils "Zur Desinfektion®. Za orzwiasi, nm °
ktdrych widuial ten napis ostatni, oczywifole Zadne) degynfekeji
ale bylo, bo byly to drzwi wyjdciowe z konory, ktdéryal wyciggali-
gy zwioki na podwérze. Kazda komorm misla osobne drzwi wyjfoio=
we. Opiseng orzeze adle kosorq narysowal dokiadnie na podatawie
woich seznad in2. Nosal z Odwigoimia. Komorg t¢ nmsywano Bun-
krem nr.2. Oprécz nie) iutniala bowisn w odlegloded okoto pél
km, druga komora,oznaczona jako bunker nr.l. Yyt to réwnies
dom aurowasny, atula!‘-iq Jednak tylko z dwéch kowér, ktére ra-
zem miedcily mniej anizeli dwa tysigoce rozebranych ludzi.Komory
te aialy tylko drzwi wejéclowe 1 po Jednyn okienku. W poblizu
bunkra 1 stals stodd2ka 1 2 baraki. Doty enajdowaty 8iq bardszo
daleko i tu prowadszily do nich szyny pod wézki.= = = = - - = -
Wieczorea plerwasego dnia po ukofdcseniu pracy odprowadzeni mo-
stalidmy do obozu. Nie umieszonono ‘nas jednak w bloku M4, =
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ktérego wyruazylidmy do pracy, tylko w bloku ar.2. Ma blok ten
powrécila réwnies druga grupa, ktéra jak aiq okaszalo w» dniu tym
pracowala prey dunkrze nr.l. Byl to blok gasknigty i otocsony,

w odréinleaiu od innych blokéw, mures., Nie wolno naa bylo ko=
munikowad siq £ wigéniami % innego blokie= = = = = = = = = - =
Do gazowania ludzi, nie wyruszalo pelne komanndo. Odbywalo sigq
ono przewasnie w nocy. Wyblerano wéwozas z naszego Komsanda oko-
to 20 wigzniéw, ktérzy przy pracy te) pomagali, # zasadzie bo-
wies gazowanie przeprowadzall sami S3-Manni, Odbywalo zig to w
ten spoadb: ludei dowozono pod baraki samochodami. My przydzisle-
ni do pomocy, posagalidmy chorym zejéé = samochodu i rozebraé
s5iq w baraxu. Wszysoy przywiezienl rozbierall sig bowlea w bha-
raxach, bareki iprzeatrzes aigdzy barakazni a kozora otoczone by-
ty prze Su-Mannéw 2 psami, Rozebrani ludzie szli nago 3 baraxdw
do kowmory. sf-owcy, atojnocy przy drzwimoh wejéciowych, poganiali
ich patkani.ddy komora byla pelna ludzi, Ss-owcy zanykall drazwi
A Nerngele polecat swojesu adiutantowi, Hotenfih-erowi Sohsimss -
tzowl, rozpoczgé gnzowanle. Wyratal siq on " Scheinmet:z mach das
fertig *. dScheinmetz wyjmowal eéwczas = auta czerwonezo krxyia,
ktére jechulo za katdym transportes wiginidw, przersaczonych do
Tagzowania, pusziq gazu, mtot i specjalny ndi, zaxtadal mAskq,
otwieral przy pouoscy noia L mlota pusske, waypywal jej sawartodd
pree oiklenko do kowory. bastgpnie mamykal okienko, puszke,stot,
no: 1 saskg odnosil do auts. A uto to nasywali nieacy mi¢dsy so-
ba "Janker", jas wislokrotnle slyszalem, jak Mengele nytal adio-
tanta "ist der sanker da ?". Po wyzonaniu tych czynnodci, Menge-
le wraz 7 ndiutanteas odjezdzali autes sanitarnya, a nas odprowadsze-
00 do bloKU, = = = = = = = = = ~ - e s e ceeeeE .- -
Nie wiea Jax byto na poczntku, ale péiniei po zakedozeniu takie—

%0 gAzowanla. nocnego, pozostawaly priy bunkrze- a swiaszoza prey
baraxach- straie 55.2darzalo siq bowiem, ze gdy bunver taki po-
zostawiono do rana be: strazy, wykradano skrzynie ze siotemi ¢~
bami, ktdre wraz z incymi rzeczami zagazowanych prazechowywano w
barakach, Iwloki zagazowanych, lezaly w bunkrze do rana, ai na-
deazlo komando, ktdére dokonalo ich spalania. Przedbieg palenia
byl taki sam jak opisany przeze mnie w plerwszym dniu @a) pracy
przy bunkrze nr.2, Rzeczy pozostale po zagazowanych w barakach
zableralo nmstgpnego dnia specjalne komsando, sortowato je { od-
woziZo do Effektenkamner w Odwiqoimiu.. Doly opréinialifmy z po-
piotu przewainie dppiero w okolo 48 godzin po spaleniu, W poplo=-
Zach tych znajdowaly siq resztki kodci, widaé bylo mzwzkt czaoz-
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x4, kolana & kodol dtugie. lopatami wyrsucaliday popiéZ na brzeg
dotu, sajetdtaly auta, na ktére popioly Zadowano 1 wywotono do
Goly. Przy wyladowywaniu popiolu s aut prey Sole, bylisdmy révnhl
zatrudnieni. Odbywalo siq to oosywidole pod komtrols SS-Manndw,
Przestreed aiedsy autem a wodg susielifny sadcislaé plandekast
tak, aby #adne resstki popiolu nie spadly na ziemiq. Folecali nas
chmmmuw, aby & pregdem popZynst dals)
i nle osiadal na dnie. Fowyladowaniu wosu, strsepywalidmy prooh

& plandek do wody 1 cale siejsce wyladunku zamiatalidmy dokZadnie
Blotimml, = = = = = - .. - - - e e Lol ---
Zwioki sagasowanych snajdowalifuy po otwarciu komory przewatnie

w poxycjach lesgoyoh, Gdy byZo duso stloceonych, lesaly jedne na
drugich waparte jedns o drugie, niekiedy w pozycjach stojgoych =
pochylonya tulowiem . ¥ bardzo wielu wypadksch widzialem na ustach
zagazowanych bialg pilang., W kosorze po jej otwarsiu byto bardzo
gorgoo i osud bylo gaz, dusil on a w ustach byZo stodko, preyjen—
nie. Puszk! gasowe byly metalows =z naklsjkg koloru 2éXtego. Takie
same jakioh péénie) ustywano w krematorius. ¥ obu bunkrash Zazowano
przede wosystkim ludzi prazybylych transportami z Polaki a posa tym
transporty Litwinéw, Prancuzéw i 2ydéw z Berlina. Bunker nr.l, ro-
zebrano calkowicie jeszose w r.1943. Po wydudowaniu w Hrzesince
krematoriua us-m‘go nr.2, rosebrano réwnie:z baraki przy bunkrze
nr.2 { sasypano doly. Sam bunker pozostal jednak a: do kodca 4 po
diutsze’ przerwie uruchomiony zostal ponownis do gazowania lyddw !
werierskich, ¥ybud $ nowe baraki i odkopano doly. Pra- l
cowano vévoun przy tym bunkrze w dwie szychty t.zn, dzienng 1 !
nocngs Ja osobidcie tei tas pracowalsm, sdaje oiq dwa dni, W tya |
csasie wydobywalismy swloki = koaér bunkra w nisdug!i cszas po za=- ‘
kodezeniu gazowania i dlatego tei zdarzalo oiq, 2o gdy wesslidmy

do komory slyszelidmy jeszcze je¢ki, zwiaszosza wtedy, gdy slapa-
lifmy trupa 3a rqoe 1 wyoiggali z komory. ¥ pewnym wypadku znaleé-
lifmy w komorze tywe dziecko. Zawinigte ono bylo calkowicie w po=-
duszkq. Poduszks zawinigta byla i gléwka dziscka, Fo rozwinigeiu
poduszki okazalo siq, e dsiecko ma ocay otwarte i robi wrasenis
tywego. Zaniedlidmy to dslecko wras s podussiq Mollowi, meldujge
mu, fe dzlecko jest syws, Moll sabral nam je 2 Tk, saniés? ga
brug dotn. polosyX na zieml, stangl obcasem na szyjoe a nastgpaie |
rzuoi2 do ognia. Widzialem na wlasne oczy oaly tg¢ sceng 1 saumasy-
2em, fo w ohwill gdy Moll stangl na szyji dsiecka, russyto ono
rekani, Dsiecko to nie krzyczalo przes caly czas, nie mogq -evu:-
dsid bo hco oie badalem, oy ono oddychalo,w kasdym rasie rlnot-
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7o naas siq w oczy, #e wyglgda insczej, anitell zwioki nlegywych.
Pojemnoéd bunkréw nr.l & nr,2, wynosila okolo 4.000 ludsi.Bunker
nr.2 poaledcid mbg2 jednoczednie we waryatkich swoich komorach
ponad 2 tyeifqce, a bunker nr.l mniej aniszeli 2 tysigce, - - - =
W roku 1943 prseniesieni sostalidmy & obozu kobiecego do obozu
3 II 4. 1 usiessczeni tam najpierw w bloku 13-tym, a nastgpnie
w bloku ll-tym., Jakod w jesisni tego samego roku satrudniono mnie
P ie w Sonderk do. W przerwie migdzy pracg przy bunkrach
zatrudniony bylem w Abbruchkommando. Pracowalesm prry kresatorium
ar.V. Az do maja 1944, zatrudniano nas tam pracg w ogrédkach, pray
rgbaniu drzews, szwofeniu koksu, poniswas pisce kresatorium ar.V,
nie byly jesscze wéwozas czynne, Uruchosiono to krematoriuzm do=-
plero w maju 1944, gdy nadchodzié zaczgly tranaporty Zyddw wggler-
+ wkich. Pracq w krematorium kierowal Moll, wy q jego rozkasé
byl Gorger komsandofuhrer, drugis komsandofuhrersm byl Eckhardt,
strag peinili =,in,SS-Manni Kurgzschlus i futes. Krematoriuz to by- .,
to tak samo zbudowane jak i kresatoriua IV. Oba te kresatoria sis-
iy po obu stronach po 4 plece. Do katdego pleca wehodzily 3 trupy.
Hogbieralnia i komory do gazowania /bunkry/ sasjdowaly siq nad sie-
migq. Sazo gazowanie odbywaZo sig i w tych kresatoriach w taki sanm
sposdb, jak i w bunkrach nr.1 1 2, Ludzi dowozono dé tych kremato-
xiofxidn ridw autami a w ostatnich czasach, po uruchomisniu bocge
nicy zolejowe) do Brzezinki, pedzono ich takze 1 do kremmtoriéw IV
1 V 5 rampy kolejowe) pleszo, Przybyli wchodzili de rozbieralni,
gorger poogdzal ich edwige, rébeie to sayboie) bo jedzenie 1 kawa
wyatygng. Ludzie 2gdali bowiem wody. Gorger odpowiada® im, ze woda
jeat ziana, pié Je) nie wdblno, seby pospleszyli 81g 1 gdy wyjdg =
teini, dostang herdbatq, ktéra jest dla nich prrygotowana, Gdy jus
wsgyacy znajdowall sig¢ w rozbieralni, Moll stawal na Zawce i prze-
sawial do sgrosadsonych. Méwil im, 2e przyszli do obozu, w ktérys
zdrowl péjdg do pracy a chorzy i kobiety, vozostang na blékach.
Wakagywal przytes na zabudowanla w Brzezince 1 méwi2, ge przed péj-
#ciem do obozu muszg sig wazyscy wykgpad, bo inacze) ich wiadze o-
bozowe tam nie wpuszozg. Gdy Jut wasyscy rozebrali aig, przepgdza-
no ich nago do komory gazowej. Komér tych byZo najpierw 3,8 w og-
tatoich czasach ursgdzono czwartg. Piserwsza aiala pojemnodei 1500
oséb, druga BOO oséd, trzecim 600 0eéd a cawarta 150 oaéb. 2 ros-
bieralnl przechodzili ludzie do komér waskim korytarzykiem., W ko-
morach byly napisy " Zur Desinfektion". Gdy kozora byla jus pelna,
sasykano drzwi. Robili to stratnicy 53, a najosgéciej sam Moll,Nas-
tepaie Mengele wydawal rozkaz Schelinmetzowi, ktéry tak Jak przy bune
krach pzedl do samochodu me znakiea czerwonsgo krzyta, wyjmowal pusz
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kq & gazea, otwieral ja i zawat 4é pusski wrzucal prze okienko
éciany boozney do komory. Okienko to byto dosé wysoko, tak, e
doatawal siq do niego po drabince. 1 tu réwnies jac i przy bunk-
rach robil to w masce. Po pewnys ciasle Mengels komunikowal, te
ludzie jus nie gyjg, méwil " Ba ist achon fertiz® i wraz z Schein-
motzem odjeidtal autem ocserwonego krzyias Moll otwiaral wéwczas
drzwi komory gasowe), my ubieralidmy siq w mmski i praeciggali-
dmy zwtoki z poezozegdlaych kowér, poprees korytarsyk do rosble-
ralni 1 przes rogbietalnie 1 nastgony korytarszyk do piecéw, W pilerw-
szym korytargu, znajdujgoym sig przy drzwiach wejdclowych, frysjerszy
atrzygll glowy,w drugim korytarzu dentydoi wyrywalli zgby. Przed
placan!i ukladaliday zwlokl na gelaznych noszach, ktére nastgpnie na
rolkach, smontowanych przy drzwiczkach od pieca, wsuwaliday do pleca
a noszach wictadalidmy zwkoki w ten aposéb, ze gdy plerwsze lesa—
iy gtows do przodu, drugie ukiadalidsy glowy ku tylowi. Do kaizde-
£0 pleca wkimdaliduy po tray cisla, Gdy wkiadaliday trrecie zwlo-
ki to te, najpierw do cieca waunigte, jui aig palily. Widzlales,
te rqoe takich gwiok podnosily siq, pdiniej podnoaily siq nozi.
iresztq apleszylidmy uiq bardzo { dokladnie calego przebiegu pale-
nia nie soglem zaobserwowad. Splessyé wmusieliday aiq dlatego, bo
gdy kodesyny tych palsgoych siq juz zwiok za bardzo podniocoly siq,
nielidny trudnodci z wloleniea do pieca trzecich swiok. Noszamé
postugiwalisd iq w ten sp0adb, fe 4 wieinidm podnosilo je
z xo;?n :tx z‘)}:}}&ug‘&:ﬁnﬁ;r:{'.d?.zd:.:c:filé%:a{nlqcm noizy,
jeden z wiginidw, prrytraymywal zwioki diugim POgTZebaczem, nagy-
walldmy to gracs, rozwidlonys na kodcu,a dwaj inal wycigzall no-
sze 3 pod trupa. Po zaladowaniu pleca zamykalidmy drzwi i tadowa-
1% nasigpny plec, FPalenie trwazo 15 -20 minut.Po upZywie tego czasu
otwieralidmy drawil plecéw 1 wyuwali do nich dalsze zwloki. ¥ tym
czasie gdy nadchodzily transporty wqgierskie, pracowalifay w kre-
matorium V-tys na dwie zmiany. Zoiana dzeinna od godz. 6,30 do
18,30 1 smlana nocna od 18.30 do 6.30 dnim nast¢pneso. Praca ta
trwals okolo 3 miesiqcy. Poniewat jednak krematoria byly mnie) wy-
dajne, wykopano dla palenia wygazowanych Wegréw, doly obok krema-
torium V. Byly tas 3 wigkeze i dwa mniejaze doty, Proces palesnia
w dotach obok krematorius V, byl taki sam, jak w dotach obok bunk-
réw 1 1 2 .I tu podpalaczex zw2ok byl Moll. Popidl & doiéw wydoby~
wano tak samo, Jax to robiono w bunkrach, tluczono w specjalaych
tiuczkach na mialko 1 wywoiono do Soly. Popié: z pleca krematorium
najplerw xakmwyp zakopywano w specjalnie do tego celu kopanych ro-
wix wach.Pééuiej jednak, bylo to z rozpoczqolien ofensywy rosyjs—
kie), Hoss polecil wydobyé popiél kresatoryjny = tych doéw i réw-
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uotmio“dosuy.--------.-------_-----
% powodu przeszkéd urzedowych przesiuchanie dwiadka przerwano
w dniu 11, saja 1945 r. o gods, 17-8), = = = = = = = --——-
Po odegytaniu protokédu czyanodé zakofic2onO,= = = = == « = = =
Swiadek:
/Szlama Dragon/

Prokurntor: Biegly: S¢dszia:

/Bdward Pqchalexi/  /Dr.Jan Zygsunt Rowml/ /Jan Sehn/

Po tokolant:
/ Erystyna Ssymataca/

Dnia 17 maja 1345 r. w Odrigeiaiu, Swiadex Szlam Dragon /zaoany
zs sprawy/ zecnaje w dalszys clagu CO NASLEPUIE: = = = = = = = =
Komory kresatorium nr.5.uiywans do gazowania by2y na okolo 2 4
1/2 m. wysokie. W kasdym razie wyolagnlety do gléry rekg do su-
fitu dostad nie moglem, 0d gérne) czedei drzwi do sufitu bylo
Jeszcze okolo 70 ca. Dolny brzeg otworu okiennego, prze ktéry
waypywano do komory zawartof pussek Cykloru, mégl dorosly mqie
czyzna fredniego wirostu wyolggalety do géry reks dosiggnad,
Schelimzetz nial jednak apecialng drabing, na ktére) stawal,gdy
Oyklon do komory wsypywal. Czynnodé te wykonywali w rézanych ok~
resach czasu takie inni sS5-Hanni, ktérych nmzwisk jednak nie
snas, !In:rtlto Scheimnmetsza znam dlatego, poniewas byl on Docsgt-
kowo kou.ndoruhroru naszego sonderkomsanda. Imienia jego nie
znas. Jest to mgzcayzna dredniego wirostu, nigzazy ode anie, blon~
dyn, ssdzq 2e mial okozo 26 lat. Do obstugi prazyjmowal zawsze
dglewcsgta ze Stowacjii, Czy rozmawial z nimi po stowacku, csy
tez po niemiecku nie wiem, Szefem krematoriéw IV i V oraz bunk-
Ta nr.2, byl Bauptoewfuhnr ¥oll. By to mqiczyzna dredniego
wzrostu, t¢gie] budowy ciala , blondyn, uozesany na przedzim2,
MiaZz lewe sztucsne oko, Bsdeq, 1z liczyX on okoto 37 lat. Zona
Jego wraz z dwojgiem dzieci /synek okolo 10 lat, cérka alodsza
okoto 7 lat/ misszkala w Oéwigoimiu. Przy gazowaniu ludsi msys-
towal najozqécie) lagerarst Mangele, By to meiczyzna wojego
wirostu, przypuszczas ie mial okolo 40 lat, szatyn, Przyjesdial
on stale autem sanitarnym, ktérym przywosoro Cyklon i saréwno
Ja jax 1inni wigéniowie zatrudnieni w Sonderkomzando, widzie-
1idmy, 2e w czasie gaszowanis ludzi stal on przy drzwisch proe
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wadzgoych do komory gasowej. Drzwi te sacpatrzone byly w ot*onko.
Po ukodozeniu gazowania, otwierwno komorq gazows na roskaz Men-
gelego. Przy wydobywaniu zagazowanych z komory, Mengelego jul
nie bylo, odjetd2al on bowiem zaras po stwierdzeniu, ge ofiary
84 Jus zagazowane 1 wydaniu rozkazu do otwarcia drawi komory ga-
zowsj. Odjeidial tym saaym autem sanitarnym. Nie widziaZem nig-
dy, by Mengele badal ludzi idacych do komory gazowej, lub by og-
1gda2 lub badal zw2oki zagasowanych, = = = = = = = = = = = = = -
Z poozatkies maja 1944 zaczqto gazowaé 1 palié w kresatorium V.
transporty tydéw wegierskich. ZwZoki sagazowanych z kilku pilerw-
szyoh transportdw spalono w piecach kresatorium IV, poniewas w
tym czasie zepsute byly kominy w kresatoriua V-tym, Zydéw wegler-
skioh palono do kodca w dokach, wykopanyoh w tym celu obok bu-
dyniu krematoriusm nr.V. Wykopano tam 5 doXéw 25 m. dtugich, 6 m.
szerckich i okoko 3 m. glgbokich. ¥ doZach aspalano dziennis oko=
1o 5000 oaéb. Poniswas jednak transportami nadchodzilo wigcej &y=-
déw wegierskich, wige wruchomiono ponownie bunker nr.2 i tam réw-
nie gazowano i palono ludzi. Wiele oséd palono dzieannle w tym
bunkrze, nie wieaz, poniewai w tym czasie, gdy palono tam tydéw
weglierskich, jJa przy bunkrze nr.2, nie pracowalem, Zaréwno Son-
derkomamando zatrudnione przy krematorius V=tym, 'Jlk 1 Sonder-
kommando pracujgce przy buakrze nr. 2. pracowalo w dwéch zumim-
nach: dziennej i nocnej. Praca taka trwala prze aieaiac maj &
czerwiec 1944, Ja obliczam, oplerajnc sig na mych spostrzese -
niach, 2 w irematoriuz nr, V spalono w tych dwich miesiqoach
nkolo 300 tysigey 2ydéw wggierskich. Ludzi tyoh praypedzasc do
krematorium V-go pieszo, wproet = rampy wytadowoze] w Brzesince,
Byli wirdd nich mgiozyéni, kobiety 1 dzieci régnego wisku. Gay
takci transport nadchodsil na teren krematorium, nas zasykano w
dwu aatych pokolkach specjalnie na ten cel przegznaczonych, Cho=-
dzilo o to, abydmy = ludzai tymi nise rozmawiali { =x nie zdradzild
im, jaki los ich czeka. Zdarzalo siq jednak, 1t po drodze ktod

% transportu zasiabl. Pod eskortq 53-Manna susielidmy doniedé
takiego na teren krematorium. W takich sytuacjach rozmawialidmy
nieraz ¢ niesionymi przes nas chorymi. Wigkszodé = nioh nié wie-
dgziala, 2e idzie na éulerd,a gdy méwilifay im, ie 1dg do kreda-
torium, nie wierzyli tesu, Prrypominaa sobie, ie w roku 1943 spa-
lono w kreaatoriach IT -V, 70.000 Lydéw greckich. Cyfrg te pa-
migtan dlatego, ie komsandofuhrer krematoridw II i IIT Keler gro-
512 nam przedmdejécies tych transportéw, miwigc se dobre czasy
skodoryly siq jus dla nas, bo nadejdzie w niedlugim czasie tran~
sport = Grecji, licsgqey 70 tysigey ludsi. Méwil on do nas tak dla-
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tego, bo wiadnie preed gazowaniem tych ludzi z transportéw Iig
greckich, byla przerwa w pracy kreaatoriéw i anie pracowalié-
my cliqzko. Co do imnyoh narodowodcd, nie posiadsn zadnych cyfr

i nle potrafiq stwierdzié, wiele przypada na poszczegélne kra-

Je 1 narody = ofiar cagasowanych w krematoriach oboxu oéwig—
cimakiego. Ja obliczan liosbq zagazowanych w obu bunkrach 1 w
ozterech kresatoriach na przesslo 4 siliony. Tego samego zadnia
byli 4 innl wiginiowie zatrudnieni w Sonderkomsando., Schreiber
naszego komnanda Sausan (radowaki, rodem z Grodna, robil zaple-

ki, w ktéryoh notowal na podstewie informacji wdzielanych przes
wiginiéw pracujgcych prsy waszystkich kreamtoriach, ilodé ludzdi
zagazowanyoh i spalonych w poszczegélnych krematorisch oraz
wezystkie prresycia wigéniéw ¢ Londerkommanda. Gradowski zostal
zastrselony w paidsieraiku 1944 w czasie powstania. Zastrzalo=

no wéwczas 500 wigénidw = Sonderkommanda, ktére licsylo w tya
camaie 700 wiqfniéw.100 z nich spalo w krematorius nr. I1,dal-
szych 100 w kresatorius nr.III, a 500 w kresatorium nr,IV. Fa-
aigtaikl owego Gradowskiego, ktére sakopane byly na terytorium
odgrodzonym drutem kolozastya dla kresatorius nr.II odkopalem

1 wrqesytem kouis)l sowieckiej. HyZ to notatnik { list adresowa-

ny do nisgnanego snalazcy. Na zlecenis komis)i sowieckie) wazyat-
kie znalezione pisma, ktére pisane hyly w Jgzyku hebrajekia, prze -
tlumaczy? na jQayk rosyjaki wigzles lekarz dr.Gordon. ¥onisja so-
wieaka materialy te ze s0bg zabrals. Wiem, 12 na terytorius na-
leiqoyn do krematoriua nr, II, zakopane en Jeszoze inne dokumen-
ty 1 zapiski oraz praysypans ziemis doly z popiotem ze zwlok lu=
dskich spalonych w tym krematorium. Rzeczy tych sszukad nalezy
naprzeciw pracdw kresatoryjnyoh. Miejsca wakazaé dokiadnie nis
®moge, poniewai po zburzeniu krematorium sytuacja 8i¢ taz zmieni-
ta, teren zoostal jesscze za czasdéw niemieckich wyréwnany, tak

48 stracilem orjentacjq. Przy gazowaniu i paleniu ludsi w kre-
uwatoriach nr, IT 4 XIT nie pracowalem. Zatrudnieni tas byli Zis-
ner { Nandelbaus, Tauber pracowal wraz ze mng A ponadto przed

przeniesienien go do krematoriéw w Brzezince, w kresatorium ar.I

w Ofwigeimiuy = = = = = = =« « o o o o I i
W Sonderkommandzie, ktdre obsZugiwalo oba bunkry przed prrydsie-
lenien mnie do g0 Sonderkommands w grudniu 1942,pra-

cowall w wigkszodol SXowacy, Wazyscy = tego Sonderkogsanda zos-
tali zagasowanl w krematorium or.I w Oéwigcimiu. Jax jus popred-
#io wepomniales, Sonderkommando do ktérego ja sostalem przydsie-
lony, aialialo 3iq £ 200 wiqfnidéw, W niedZugin czasis wsmooniono

Je do czterystu « Nastqpaie wyszaso 200 wigéniéw = tego Sonder-
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komzanda do Lublina, okgd przysito do Sonderkomsanda 20 Rosjan.
0d Rosjan tych dowledzieliday siq, 2e tych 200 wysianych do Lub-
1ina tas rozstrzelano. W 1943 r. przydzislono do naszego Sonder—
konmanda 200 Grekéw,a w roku 1944, 500 Wggréw, W paddzierniku
1944 r, zastrzelono 500 wigénidw, w srozegélnodcl 400 na podwé-
rzu krematorius nr.IV a 100 na polu obok krematorium nr. II. W
tys sasyn miesigcu wybraz Moll okolo 200 wigqénidéw z Sonderkom=
manda, ktérzy odprowadzeni zostali do Odwigcimia & jak nas pid-
aie) poinformowali wigfniowie zatrudnieni w Kanadzie, zagazowa-
ni w komorze sluzqcej zasadniczo do gazowania rzeczy magazyno—
wanych w Eanadzie, W listopadzie 1944 r. wpxa wystano 100 wigi-
niéw z sSonderkomsanda do sross Rosen. Tak nas preynajmnie) Mé-
wiono, W kaidym rasie wyjechali oni transportem karnym. Po tych
wszyatkich ubytkach pozostalo nas = Sonderkommando pooad 100
wigéniéw. Krematoriun nr.V ozynne bylo at do ostatnich dni po-
bytu Rieocéw w obozie i wysadzone zostalo przez nich w powietrze
dynamiten tut przed ich ucieczkg, Bylo to w dniu 20 stycznia
1945. Ostatnio palono w tys kreaatorium tylko smariych lub sa=
bitych w obozie, Gazowania ludzi juz nie praeprowadzano, Kre-
satorius obslugiwalo w tym ozasie 30 wiginiéw = Sonderkomzan-
da, a reszta zatrudniona byla przy rozbibree krematoridw IT 4
III. Ja pracowalexs przy rozbidrce. = = = = = = == - --—- -

Z kodlcea maja 1944 przeniesiony zostales wraz 2z calym sonder-
koamandes 2 bloku 11 odecinka B II d do krematorium ar.IV, gdzie
niepzkalem at do pafdziernika 1944 r, Jak jui poprzednio zezna=
tem w pasdzierniku 1544 r. mieszkalo w tym krematorium okolo
700 wiginiéw 2 sonderkosmanda., Poniewa: krematoria w tys cxasie
nie potrsebowaly juz do obalugi tyle ludzi, przeto obawialidmy
siq, te zostaniemy sazi sagazowani i dlatego tei postanowilid-
my urzadzié powstanie. Planowalidamy je juz od dawna, mielisay
koniakt 1 lgcznikéw ze dwiatea wyrabialidmy granaty, wielidsy
brod i aparat fotograficzny i czekalidmy na rozpoczqeie trze-
cie) ofensywy sowieckiej. Sgdzilidmy bowiem, 3e tylko w razie
ofensywy akcja nasza =zoze nled widoki powcdzenia, W pafdszierni-
ku sytuacjs nessza wydala naa sig byé grofng L dlatego tei, pos-
tanowilidny nie zwlekaé, tylko przystapilidmy do akcji. Daty do-
ktadnie nie paniqtaz, bylo to w sobotg, kiedy rzucilidmy sie¢ na
straze 53, 12 5S-Mannéw zostato rannyoh. Podobno byli wéréd nich
1 ezablei, O tym samym czasie przeprowadsili ake)q wiginiowie Son-
derkonmanda zakwaterowani w kresatorium II. W kresatorium nr.III
Sonderkoomando mimxdssyty nie zdgrzylo rozpoczgé akeji. Na te-
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ren naszego krematorium nadoliggnely zaras posiltki 38§, parg kom-
panji obstawilo caly teren, zastrzelono okoZo 500 wigéniéw a ress-
ta, ucrywszy siq, zdolaia uratowad tycie. Ja ukrylem slg pod sg=
giem drzewa a Tauber w ciggach komina kresatorius nr.v. Wazyat-
kich, nms posostalych przy tyciu, przeniesiono i zakwaterowano
w kresatorius nr.III. Utrzymano nas prsy syciu, #dys w tym cza-
sle provedzono dochodzesia dla wykryoia cale) nasze) organizacji,
Nie udalo sig to jednak mino bardzo cze¢styoh rewizii osobistych
1 na kwaterze, poniewa po upadku powstanin wazystkie materialy
u zwiapscza yranaty zakopalidmy i saniechalidmy akcji konspira-
oyloe). W krematorium nr,III missgkalea do listopada 1944 r. Nas-
tgpnle przeniesiono cate Sonderkommando do obozu B IT 4. Ja znade
lastem sig¢ w bloku 13. 04 paddzisrnika 1944, a wigc od czasu
opisanego przese® mnie powstania, pracowales przy rozbiérece kre-
matoriéw, w ssozegélnodel przy rozmontowaniu kresatorium nr.IV,
Zostalo ono spalone w czasie powstania, tak 2e rozbieralidmy
tylko mury, Cegdci zelazne piecéw tego krematorium odtranspor=-
towane zoastaly do Ofwigoimia, gdzie lezn dotgd na Bauhofie. In-
ol wiginiowie 2 Sonderkoamanda zatrudnient byli w tys vagys cza=-
8is przy rozbidrce krematoridéw nr,II { IIl. Krematoria te za-
czqto rozblerad w listopadzie 1944 r. § jak nam wiwiono, mialy
one byé przeniesions do Gross Rosen. Czgdol zelazne pilecéw tyoh
krematoridéw oraz drzwi , urzadzenia wentylacyjne, lawy, schody
i-inne czedcd znajduin sig dotnd na BAUMOLie. = = « < — — - - o
Leznacza, e w bunkrach nr.l i nr,2, orasz w kresatoriach nr.IV'

1 V byly zastosowane drzed 4 klapy okieans tego sanego typu.
Byly one sporzqdzone z grubego drzewa, cigtkle, felsowane -i we
fugach wylozone filcenm uszcgelnimjacyn. Urswi zasykaio 2ig na
podwéjne, dute, ielazne klamki, ktére dla Usszczelnienia przy-
krgcalo oiq srubasi, Drawl bunkréw nie oialy okiensk wzierniko-
wych. Drzwi prowadzgce do komdr gazowych we wszyetkich krematoeia
risch /II ~IV / wyposatone byly w takis okienka, Kremsatoria
ar. IT i1 IIT nie mlaly drewnianych okiennic, poniewa: do ko-
mér 3nowyu!z tych kresatoridw wrgucanc Cyklon otworami znajdu-
Jaoyal sig w powalsch. Otwory te satykane byly prytasi betono-
WYLy o ot s o o e i e g W 0w o - -
Przedkladaz schesatycine sskice buakréw ar.l 4 2, oraz kreama -
torium nr,V, Krematoriua nr.IV byio ISERTyaxms identycznie zbu-
dowane 1 usytuosane syoetrycznie do kregsatorium ar.V, Proszq o
zalgozenie przediozonych szkicéw do niniejszego protokotu dla
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wyjadnienia 1 naletytego srosumienia teedol mych sesnafd,=- = = =
Na bloku 13 -tym obozu B II 4, przebywaleam do poczhtiku stycsnia
1945 r. Naotgpnie przeniesiony sostalem wraz = calym Sonderkom-
mabdea na blok 16-ty, skgd 18 styoznia wynlany zostalem tran-
sportes w kierunku Rzessy. Szliéay pleszo L w okolicy Pezcsyny
udalo =l siq wras 3 Tauberes uciec s transportu. Wraz ze ana
wyazio ® £ Ofwigoinia cele Honderkommando t.zn. ponad 100 1lu -
dzi, Ktérzy = aich pozostaldl przy gyciu - nie wiem. ¥ ostatnich
dniach powrdcil Mosiek Van Xleid, Holender, iudxxy ktéry nte
zatrzywujqe alq wyjechal do swoheh ojczyzny. Wéréd wigéniéw Son-
derkommanda, ktérzy wyszli z Odwigeizia, znajdowali siq miqdsy
innyzi Zawek Chrzan z Gostygina, Sasuel -Prancus, Leibel z Grod-
oa, leako z Czerwonego Boru, Dawid Nencel z Rypina, Moszek 1
Jankel Weilngarten z Poleki, Sender z Berlisa, Moryc =z Grecji,
Abraham Dragon ¢ lercmina, Serge- Prancuz / blokAlteater/, Abo

% Urodna, Becker Berek = funy, Kuzyn z Redomim, 1 in,, kxdxxy
ktéryoh nazwisk nie pamigta@, = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = -
Ja zanierzam cbecnie omigdd w Zeroaminie 1 rozpocagé pracq « mym
sawodzie. Praypuszczam, e powrdci takie 4 ad) brat i bedzlemy
razem pracowad. Spodziewam siq, 2e powolany zostanyg do wojsks.
Po przejéciach w obozie jestem nerwowo wyczerpany zupeinis chog
kxonlecznie powrdeié do normalnego tycia, wyjéé z atmosfery obo-
zowe) 1 zapomnieé o tya wszyatkim, co w O‘wiqclilu Axxsaxtes
preeyiol, - - = 0 - c s v e e e e -n - ceeccen-
Odezytano.,~ Xa tym czynnodé & protoké: niniejszy zakoficzono,
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