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Introduction

	The subject of the gas chambers of Auschwitz, after a very troubled genesis and development, which in the years 1942-1944 saw the creation and propagation of the most-absurd stories by the various resistance groups inside the Auschwitz Camp, was revised by the Soviets in February-March 1945, and received its first official sanction of historical “truth” in their “Communiqué of the Extraordinary State Commission for the Investigation and Research of the Crimes of the German-Fascist Invaders and their Accomplices,” which was published by Pravda on May 7, 1945. Later accepted by the Nuremberg International Military Tribunal (IMT) as Document 008-USSR, it constituted the archetype of all subsequent historiography.1 The story of the alleged extermination by gassing was based on the interrogations of two self-styled members of the Sonderkommando, Henryk Tauber and Szlama Dragon, whose statements were also summarized in this presentation:

	“Zwei fruehere Gefangene, die als Zeugen vernommen wurden, SHYLOMA DRAGON (ein Einwohner der kleinen Stadt Zitovnin der Provinz Warschau) und GENRICH TAUBER (aus der Stadt Krzanow in Polen), die in einem Sonderkommando bei der Bedienung der Gaskammern und der Krematorien arbeiteten, bezeugten folgendes:” (IMG, Bd. 39, S. 241-261, hier S. 245)

	“Two former prisoners who were interrogated as witnesses, SHYLOMA DRAGON (a resident of the small town of Zitovnin of Warsaw Province) and GENRICH TAUBER (from the town of Krzanow in Poland), who worked in a Sonderkommando operating the gas chambers and crematoria, testified as follows:” (IMT, Vol. 39, pp. 241-261, here p. 245)

	Dragon had been interrogated on February 26, 1945, Tauber the next day. With regard to the alleged exterminations these two witnesses – and to a lesser degree also Henryk Mandelbaum and Stanisław Jankowski, whom I have dealt with (together with other witnesses of the Sonderkommando) in another study (Mattogno 2021a) – were the two most important witnesses at the trial held in Warsaw by the Polish authorities from 11 to 19 March 1947 against Rudolf Höss, the former commandant of the Auschwitz Camp. However, for unknown reasons, neither of them participated directly in the trial, nor did they appear at the subsequent trial against the Auschwitz camp garrison, which took place in Krakow from 25 November to 16 December 1947. Tauber’s testimony, which was attached to the records of the Höss Trial, was the protocol of a deposition he had given to the Polish investigating judge Jan Sehn during the interrogation of 24 May 1945. Dragon had been interviewed by the same judge even earlier, on 10-11 May 1945.

	These two testimonies constituted the essential basis of the judicial reconstruction of the alleged extermination process carried out by the IMT, were also used by the emerging Polish historiography for its historical reconstruction: Tauber thus became the most-important guarantor of the claimed homicidal gassings in the Auschwitz crematoria, while Dragon assumed the same role for the imaginary “bunkers” of Birkenau.

	After his extradition to Poland on 25 May 1946, Höss began to be extremely “cooperative” with the local authorities, reworking most of the ramblings he had previously uttered to the British and American investigators, and adapting them to the “historical” perspective of his new jail masters (see Mattogno 2020a for details). But while Höss’s testimony became accessible to Western historiography as early as 1958 (Broszat 1958; English: Höss 1959), Tauber’s was ignored for another three decades, until Jean-Claude Pressac rediscovered it in the proceedings of the Höss Trial and published it in 1989. In his ponderous work on Auschwitz, the French historian presented a complete English translation, accompanied by an accurate commentary (Pressac 1989, pp. 481-502). The translation, while not perfect, came from Pressac’s adaptation of two French translations made for him, one by Dorota Ryszka, the other by Adam Rutkowski (ibid., p. 481).

	Dragon’s testimony became known in its entirety only in 1993, when it appeared in German translation in a book by the Auschwitz Museum’s chief historian Franciszek Piper (Piper 1993, pp. 203-225).

	Also in 1993, Szlama Dragon, who then called himself Shlomo, and his brother Abraham were interviewed by Israeli historian Gideon Greif (Greif 1995, S. 49-1242005, 122-180). Abraham claimed that he, too, had been assigned to the Sonderkommando of the “bunkers.” But with regard to Auschwitz, Szlama mentioned him only twice in passing in his Polish testimony (pp. 2, 13). Greif expressed his admiration for the prodigious memory of the two brothers, whom he interviewed 48 years after the claimed events (ebd., S. 51ibid., p. 124):

	“Beide Brüder verfügen über ein hervorragendes Gedächtnis.”

	“Both brothers have amazing powers of recall.”

	But twenty-one years earlier, on 2 March 1972 during the 26th Session of the Austrian trial against the architects Walter Dejaco and Fritz Ertl in Vienna, Szlama Dragon, after having confused Crematorium I with “Bunker 2” (!) the day before, was forced to confess (Pressac 1989, p. 172):

	“Ich kann mich heute nach 30 Jahren nicht mehr erinnern…”

	“I can’t remember today after 30 years…”

	Therefore, in 1993, Szlama miraculously remembered perfectly what he could no longer remember in 1972! This is a specific reason for not considering these testimonies in detail, in addition to the general reason that very late testimonies (in this case dating back forty years after the alleged events) are necessarily influenced by too many external factors, which alter the genuine memories, if they exist in the first place.

	Pressac’s assessment influenced all subsequent orthodox historiography, which hastened to dust off Tauber’s testimony. In 1995, Franciszek Piper, at that time director of the Auschwitz Museum’s historical department, reproduced it in the original language in the Museum’s five-volume history of the camp (Długoborski/Piper 1995, Vol. III, pp. 189-208), which was later translated into German and English (idem 1999, 2000).

	Robert Jan van Pelt took it in 1999 as the historical-technical basis of the alleged homicidal gassings and cremations in his expert report on Auschwitz for the libel trial of British historian David Irving against US-American scholar of Jewish religion Deborah Lipstadt (11 January to 11 April 2000). This report, which is known as “The Pelt Report,” was later released as a book in a revised and expanded edition. When assessing Tauber’s testimony, van Pelt went far beyond the limits Pressac had set for himself, writing in that book in open contradiction to revisionist historians (van Pelt 2002, p. 193):

	“All of Tauber’s testimony up to this point can be confirmed in the blueprints or by means of other documents in the archive of the Auschwitz Central Construction Office. Only the division of the gas chamber of Crematorium 2 into two spaces cannot be traced in the archives. Negationists use this to refute the validity of the whole of Tauber’s testimony.”

	There is no need to point out that no revisionist researcher has ever dreamed of refuting the entire testimony in question on the basis of this detail alone. This is therefore a pathetic lie. Van Pelt continues (ibid., p. 205):

	“Given [Enrique Aynat] Eknes’s difficulty in discrediting Tauber’s testimony, it is not surprising that negationists preferred to bury it in silence. Yet we do well to attach the highest evidentiary value to it, not only because of its internal consistency. Tauber’s statements were largely corroborated by the contemporary testimonies of Jankowski and Dragon and by the later memoirs of Filip Müller.” (Emphasis added)

	And finally, here is how van Pelt summarizes his assessment of the testimony in question (ibid., p. 204):

	“Tauber’s statement was extremely specific, it did not contain contradictions, and it did not contain improbable allegations. In fact, negationists have not been able to discredit him as a witness.” (Emphasis added)

	Regarding Dragon, he wrote (ibid., p. 188):

	“Dragon was precise and reliable when he talked about what he had witnessed in person, and none of the details he told were part of the Soviet report.” (Emphasis added)

	The last part of this statement is clearly wrong, since the Soviets summarized “Shyloma Dragon’s” statements in the report in question (the Communiqué mentioned above).

	These utterances of van Pelt perfectly characterize their author, who is completely devoid of any critical sense and hopelessly afflicted by a staggering credulity, as I have amply demonstrated in a separate study (Mattogno 2020). The fact that van Pelt, who posed as an “expert” on Auschwitz during the Irving vs. Lipstadt Trial, completely ignored the Soviet interrogations of Tauber and Dragon is undermining his credibility even more.

	The present study constitutes the revisionist response to van Pelt’s claims. It is so little “negationistic” of truth and facts that it brings into the historiographical debate two important documents hitherto not only unpublished, but – because of their very content – actually completely unknown even to Auschwitz specialists: The first statements ever made by Tauber and Dragon.

	Although Tauber and Dragon are universally considered by orthodox Holocaust historians to be witnesses of extraordinary importance, none of them, starting with Jean-Claude Pressac, Robert Jan van Pelt and Franciszek Piper, ever bothered to obtain their first testimonies, whose existence was known since 1945, since they were explicitly mentioned in the report of the Soviet Commission of Inquiry on Auschwitz, as I mentioned earlier. After the opening of the Soviet archives, the retrieval of these testimonies (and of others, such as Mandelbaum’s) was within the reach of any willing researcher and, in fact, Jürgen Graf and I found them in Moscow about 25 years ago without too much difficulty.2 These testimonies are therefore presented here for the first time in a Western language.

	There is also another brief, practically unknown testimony by Tauber, which he gave in 1945 to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow, the precise date of which is not indicated (Tauber 1945).

	This study is devoted to an examination of the testimonies of Henryk Tauber and Szlama Dragon mentioned above. In Part One I, present the English translation; in Part Two, I present a critical historical-technical analysis of the testimonies in order to establish whether they really have a “very high probative value,” and how we are to assess the judgments expressed in this regard by Pressac and van Pelt.

	Striving for completeness, I pick up what I already stated in my “Critical Analysis of Henryk Tauber’s Testimonies” published in another study (Mattogno 2019, pp. 331-375), and I will elaborate on this in more detail here.

	There is also an Italian translation of Tauber’s testimony of 24 May 1945 (Saletti, pp. 59-82), which, besides being second-hand in nature, is also riddled with so many errors and inaccuracies as to be historiographically unusable.

	In the translations I have tried to maintain, as far as possible, the rough and repetitive style of the original texts, even if the resulting prose is anything but polished. This way the reader can get a more-precise idea of Tauber’s and Dragon’s way of expressing themselves than other translations, which are more elegant, but at the same time less adherent to the original.

	I have added in the text, between square brackets, everything that serves to better clarify the meaning of certain terms, and the correct spelling where they are misspelled. In footnotes, I have provided necessary contextual explanations and the translations of the words or expressions mentioned in German.

	With this book I add another study to my cycle of critical analysis of the “eyewitness accounts” of the self-styled members of the Sonderkommando that I have undertaken over the years and have collected mainly in the works listed below:

	– “La verità sulle camere a gas”? Anatomia della “testimonianza unica” di Shlomo Venezia. Effepi, Genoa, 2017;3

	– An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Account: The Tall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s Assistant Analyzed. 2nd ed., Castle Hill Publishers, Uckfield, 2020;

	– The Making of the Auschwitz Myth: Auschwitz in British Intercepts, Polish Underground Reports and Postwar Testimonies (1941-1947). 2nd ed., Castle Hill Publishers, Uckfield, 2021;

	– Sonderkommando Auschwitz I: Nine Eyewitness Testimonies Analyzed. Castle Hill Publishers, Uckfield, 2021

	In these works, I have critically examined five general categories of witnesses, which I enumerate in order of importance:

	1) Self-proclaimed eyewitnesses of the Sonderkommando:

	André Lettich, Shlomo Venezia, the authors of the clandestine manuscripts (“Author Unknown,” Chaim Herman, Salmen Gradowski, Leib Langfus, Salmen Lewental, Marcel Nadsari [Nadjari]), Szaja Gertner, Polish Anonymous Witness of 1945, Roman Sompolinski, Charles Sigismund Bendel, Milton (Meilech) Buki, Miklós Nyiszli, Polish Anonymous Witness of 1946, Arnošt (Ernst, Arnold) Rosin, Filip Müller, Dov Paisikovic, Stanisław Jankowski, Henryk Mandelbaum, Ludwik Nagraba, Joshuah Rosenblum, Aaron Pilo, David Fliamenbaum, and Samij Karolonsij.

	2) Witnesses who worked in the crematoria without being part of the Sonderkommando:

	Four Hungarian anonymous authors: Protocol No. 90 (23 June 1945); Protocol No. 151 (27 June 1945); Protocol No. 182 (30 June 1945); Protocol No. 2114 (26 August 1945), and Lieberman (1945).

	3) Testimonies of detainees who allegedly escaped gassings:

	Abraham Cykert (1945), Regina Bialek (1945), Sofia Litwinska (1945), Bruno Piazza (1956).

	4) Casual witnesses to the gas chambers:

	Ada Bimko (1945), Jeannette Kaufmann (1945), Regina Plucer (1945), Hermine Kranz (1945), Fritz Putzker (1945), Isaac Egon Ochshorn (1945), Anonymous French Jewish Witness (1946), Helena Bard-Nomberg (1946)

	5) Witnesses who received information directly from members of the Sonderkommando:

	Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba, Sofia Kaufmann Schafranov (1945), Marie Claude Vaillant-Couturier (1945), Marc Nahon (1945), Chaim Frosch (1945).

	 


Part One:
The Testimonies

	 


1.     The Witness Henryk Tauber

	1.1. Statement to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry (27-28 February 1945)

	[p. 1] Witness Interrogation Protocol4

	
		
				27 February 1945

				Operating Army

		

	

	The deputy military prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov, questioned the person named below as a witness under Sections 162-168 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic5 through the Polish-to-Russian interpreter Ekaterina Maksimovna Samsonova, a former prisoner.

	1. Last name, first name, father’s name – Tauber Genrik [Henryk] Abrakham [Abraham].

	2. Citizenship – Polish

	3. Ethnicity – Jew

	4. Year and place of birth – 8 July 1917, Kshanov [Кшанов, in Polish: Chrzanów], from this same district

	5. Social background – lower middle class

	6. Degree of Education – 7 grades.

	7. Party affiliation – non-partisan

	8. Family status, family members, and their place of residence – single.

	9. Place of work and office held –

	10. Military rank and from what year in the Red Army –

	11. Decorations and honors –

	12. Participation in combat, when, where and with what rank –

	13. Criminal record – no criminal record

	14. Permanent residence and exact address – Kshanov, Trunwaldskaja [Grundwaldzka] Street 1

	The witness, informed of the criminal nature of giving false testimony or refusing to testify under Section 95 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, stated:

	[p. 2] I speak Polish well and will give my testimony in Polish.

	I was arrested by the Gestapo on 14 October 1942 in the City of Krakow, where I was in the ghetto. I was arrested because I was Jewish. I was held under arrest by the Gestapo for two months, and I was interned in the Auschwitz Prisoner Camp on 19 January 1943.

	At first, I was housed in a section of the Birkenau Camp, but after three days I was transferred to a section of the Monowitz Camp.

	In Monowitz, one of our transport fell ill with typhus, after which all of us, 1,200 people, were sent back to Birkenau.

	On the third day after our return to Birkenau, a German named Groll, Unterscharführer, Arbeitsdienst – labor service manager – came to us in Block No. 27 and asked us who could work as painters, carpenters and locksmiths. I and 19 others declared our profession – I am a locksmith by trade – and all 20 of us were taken to Block 11 of the Auschwitz Camp, the camp prison.

	We spent one night in the prison, and in the morning we were all taken to work in the crematorium. We did not know that we were going to work in the crematorium. The crematorium was located at the Political Department. The 20 men were all of Jewish nationality. At the crematorium, a total of 33 people worked with us, of whom 26 were Jews and 7 were Poles.

	At the crematorium there was a Kapo who supervised the cremation work, a Pole named Metik Morawo [Mieczysław, aka Mietek Morawa], from Krakow, who was also a prisoner. The highest-ranking German was the head of the crematorium, Obersturmführer Grabner.

	I worked for a month at the crematorium. At the crematorium we cremated corpses that were brought to us by truck.6

	[p. 3] In my presence, live people were neither gassed nor cremated at the Auschwitz crematorium, but only corpses were cremated. These corpses came from the camp area; these people had died of natural causes or had been shot and killed by the Germans.

	In the crematorium there were three furnaces with two openings each. Five bodies were placed in each opening at a time. The process of cremating one load7 took an hour and a half.

	The 20 of us worked at the crematorium as apprentices 12 hours, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., and the crematorium generally was in operation almost all day long. During this period, that is, during operation, 250-300 corpses were cremated per day in the crematorium.

	In the crematorium there was a gas chamber, which measured 7 x 15 x 2 m in height, perhaps even a little larger.8 That it was a gas chamber, I learned from the conversations of the comrades, and [I apprehended it] also because on the ceiling there were openings [ljuki] with lids through which the gas was thrown into the chamber, and [because] the doors were hermetic, with peep holes.

	Similar gas chambers I later saw in other crematoria in the camp. There were cases in which 30-40 people were brought to the crematorium 2-3 times a week alive; there they were shot by Gestapo members, and we cremated them. The furnaces of the crematorium had two muffles /retorts/, they were heated with dry generator gas. The gas generator was located behind the furnace. Each furnace had two gas generators, – one muffle, one gas generator. Coke was burned in the gas generator. The temperature in the retort reached 1,200-1,500°C.

	This crematorium was in operation from the beginning of 1940 to February 1943.

	The ashes from the furnaces were taken away by trucks, but I do not know where. At the crematorium, the corpses were cremated without clothes. I don’t know where they were stripped. The corpses were lean – mere skin and bones. These people had all been tormented by the Germans, at work, at roll call, during inspections, etc.

	[p. 4] During the work, we were severely tormented; in March [1943], only 9 were left of us 20 people, the rest had been exterminated – slain, shot and cremated. Also in March, we were all assigned to work in the Birkenau Camp crematorium. This crematorium was numbered No. 2, and at that time had just been completed. This crematorium was located on the left side of the railway. From 15 March 1943 on, transports of people began to arrive, whole groups of people, they began to be taken to the crematorium, gassed and cremated. Until 15 March, we heated the furnaces, or rather we dried them. From 15 March 1943 onward, transports of people – entire convoys – began to appear [and the Germans] began to take them for the most part to the crematorium, to gas them and to cremate them. The first transport that arrived at the crematorium contained 4,000 people, sent from the Krakow City Ghetto. They were all gassed at the same time and cremated. There were mothers with children, old men and women. In the crematorium, there were two large underground rooms, one of which, larger, served as an undressing room, the other, smaller, for poisoning with gas. At the entrance of the crematorium, it was written at the top in all languages “Disinfection room and bathroom”. In the gassing hall, 4,000 people were gassed at a time. People arrived at the crematorium dressed and carrying small bundles of their belongings. All other things were taken away from them on the ramp, where the human transports were unloaded.

	In the changing room, there were numbers, people undressed, hung up their clothes, and went through a door along a corridor into the gas chamber. There were installations there like in shower rooms, i.e., there were shower heads overhead. When the gas chamber was full of people, the door was sealed, and all the people were gassed. The gas was thrown in through four openings that were in the ceiling. People would die in 20-30 minutes, and we would cremate them.

	[p. 5] In the gas chamber there were two fans, one suction, the other pressure. We took people away for cremation after the ventilation of the gas chamber. We entered the gas chamber wearing gas masks. After the gassing, people appeared in various ways, i.e., in various distorted poses, with distorted faces, clinging to one other, mothers to children, etc.

	Zyklon gas was diffused into the gas chamber through wire-mesh columns that formed a square channel with double mesh layers. There were five triple-muffle furnaces in this crematorium. Four to five corpses were introduced into each muffle. The corpses burned within 20-25 minutes. This crematorium was in operation from March 1943 until October 1944, that is, one year and eight months. After the gassing, people were taken by elevator to a special room, a room on the second floor [sic]; gold earrings, watches and rings were removed from the people and golden teeth pulled. All this was put in separate boxes, and the people were transported on carts to the furnaces, where they were introduced and cremated.

	Before being put on the elevator, the women had their hair cut, which was taken to a special warehouse. When people entered the room that was the undressing room, they found many SS men with dogs and truncheons; if someone resisted or did not want to enter the gas chamber, they forced them to enter with the dogs, beat them with sticks, sprayed them with jets of water.

	A total of 70 inmates worked in the crematorium, in the so-called Sonderkommando. There were up to 7 SS men guarding us and keeping order. In the crematorium there were 4 doctors, who were also inmates. They dissected the bodies of the dead, etc., but [p. 6] not the gassed people, and kept a kind of accounting. All Sonderkommando personnel lived at the camp, in Block 2. If there were transports, the crematoria operated twenty-four hours a day. People were mercilessly exterminated by the thousands. On average, 3,000 people a day were exterminated.

	In the spring of 1943, three more crematoria were built, which also began to exterminate people by gassing and cremation. Next to Crematorium No. 2, Crematorium No. 3, of exactly the same type and capacity as Crematorium No. 2, began to operate. Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 followed; they were of a different type. In each crematorium, there was an 8-muffle furnace. 4-5 persons were introduced into each muffle. The duration of cremation was 35 minutes. One furnace cremated 1,200-1,500 people per day. In the summer of 1944, many people were exterminated; 4 crematoria and 4 big pyres [костра, kostra] were in operation for the extermination; French resistance fighters and Hungarians were exterminated. I worked all the time in the Sonderkommando, and had to work in all crematoria and at the pyres, so I know everything in detail. In all crematoria, there were gas generators which operated with coke.

	Question: How were the gas chambers set up in Crematoria 4 and 5, and how did the Germans poison people there?

	Answer: Crematoria 4 and 5 had an annex about 20 meters long. Inside, the construction was divided into three parts, each of which was a gas chamber. In order to pour the “Zyklon” into the chamber, there were hatches with grates9 in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be closed hermetically with shutters. In each gas chamber, there were two hermetically closable doors. The rooms of the gas chambers were connected by a corridor to the dressing room, which had an area equal to that of the [p. 7] three gas chambers together.

	Depending on the number of people arriving, the Germans poisoned them concurrently in one, two or three chambers.

	The process of poisoning people took place in a similar way to that which the fascists used in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3. The difference was that “Zyklon” was poured by the SS through the aforementioned openings, which were made in the walls, not in the roof, as in Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3. Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was carried out by opening doors and small windows. After poisoning, the corpses were taken away in two directions: either they were deposited in the undressing room, or – as was done for some time in Crematorium 5 – they were taken through the outer door into the crematorium courtyard, where they were cremated on pyres.

	If a new group of people arrived when the undressing room was full of corpses, and if at that time another group of people arrived at the crematorium, they were undressed in the courtyard, and were then poisoned according to the usual procedure in the gas chambers.

	Question: Tell us when Crematorium 1 ceased its activity.

	Answer: The Germans closed Crematorium 1 in March 1943 and stopped cremating people there.

	Question: How long did each of the Crematoria 3, 4 and 5 operate?

	Answer: Crematorium 3 started operating in April 1943 and remained in operation until October 1944. In November, the Germans started to demolish it, I do not know for what reason. Crematorium 4 was put into operation at the end of March 1943 and remained active until and including August 1944; part of it burned down at the beginning of October, and in October it began to be demolished.

	[p. 8] Crematorium 5 went into operation in May 1943 and operated until 20 January 1945.

	The questioning was suspended until the following day.

	The testimony was transcribed correctly, it was read to me and in confirmation of this I signed it – Signature.

	The interrogation was conducted by:

	The Deputy Military Prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov.

	Continuation of the interrogation of Tauber Genrik Abrakham (Henryk Abraham).

	28 February 1945.

	The witness, who had been informed of the criminal nature of false testimony, testified:

	Question: Say when the Germans stopped poisoning people with gas in the gas chambers at Birkenau.

	Answer: At the end of October 1944. In Crematorium 5, they cremated people until 20 January 1945. People who had been tormented and shot by the Germans were cremated there.

	Question: How many workers were there in the crematoria, how were they divided according to tasks, and what shifts did they work in the crematoria?

	Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, 60 camp inmates who had become part of the so-called Sonderkommando – special squad – normally worked in one shift. One shift worked 12 hours. Two shifts were in operation over a 24-hour period. These 60 persons in Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were distributed according to specialization as follows:

	
		
				[p. 9] 1. Collection of items left in the undressing room, loading on trucks, cleaning the premises

				15 men

		

		
				2. Removing bodies from the chamber and transport to elevator

				15 men

		

		
				3. Placement of the bodies in the elevator

				2 men

		

		
				4. Barbers – shearing of female corpses

				4 men

		

		
				5. Dentists – extraction of gold teeth from corpses

				2 men

		

		
				6. Operating the gas generators

				2 men

		

		
				7. Operating the corpse elevator 

				2 men

		

		
				8. Removing corpses from the elevator

				2 men

		

		
				9. Transport of the corpses to the furnaces retorts [muffles] 

				2 men

		

		
				10. Introducing corpses into retorts (2 groups of 5 men)

				10 men

		

		
				11. Assistants of the supervisor

				4 men

		

		
				 

				60 men

		

	

	In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, 30 men worked in one shift. In all four crematoria, there were also three goldsmiths who melted down the gold teeth extracted from the corpses.

	Question: How many men were in the Sonderkommando in all crematoria at different times in 1943?

	Answer: In March-April 1943, there were 400 men in the Sonderkommando; they were distributed among the crematoria as follows: 240 men worked in Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3. 120 men in Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5;10 in addition, there were 40 men who were sick or were assigned to various tasks. The numerical strength of the Sonderkommando changed all the time, because the Germans systematically killed a part of the workers, mainly by burning [sic], and replaced them with others.

	[p. 10] In May 1944, the number of Sonderkommando workers was increased by the Germans to 1,000, because then they began to cremate the corpses on pyres at Crematorium 5. The Separate Gas Chamber No. 211 was restored and put into operation, and the chambers12 next to it.

	The above-mentioned 1,000 men of the Sonderkommando were assigned to work from May onwards as follows:

	Crematorium 2: 120 men, 60 men each shift

	Crematorium 3: 120 men

	Crematorium 4: 60 men

	Crematorium 5: 300 men

	Separate Gas Chamber No. 213 and pyres next to it: 300 men.

	Question: Apart from the above-mentioned crematoria and pyres, did the Germans exterminate people in any other way?

	Answer: In addition to the crematoria, the Germans built separate gas chambers Nos. 1 and 2 in Birkenau and pyres next to them,14 where they exterminated people. I do not know when they began to operate, but I do know that the Germans stopped exterminating people there in April 1943.

	From May to October 1944 inclusive, Gas Chamber No. 2 and the pyres next to it worked intensively, and also the pyres next to Crematorium 5.

	Question: How many hours per day did the crematoria and the pyres operate?

	Answer: Crematoria Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 and the cremation pyres and gas chambers operated twenty-four hours a day. In Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, the cremation of corpses in the furnaces was carried out during the entire day, except for a break to remove the slag, but for at least 21 hours.

	Question: Tell how the Germans exterminated the Sonderkommandos, or if they did not exterminate them.

	Answer: The Germans exterminated a large part of the Sonderkommandos by cremation in the crematoria, by [p. 11] beating them and by setting the dogs on them. But sometimes they suddenly withdrew several hundred men and sent them away. In August 1944, the Germans exterminated 200 men in one fell swoop. They were all killed in the Auschwitz 1 Camp, in a disinfection chamber. In place of those exterminated, the Germans put others.

	I know of one case where 200 men of the Sonderkommando were separated out and burned in Lublin-Majdanek. I was able to safe myself because I escaped from the transport during the evacuation. I cannot say anything more in this regard.

	My statements were transcribed accurately and read to me.

	* * *

	The Deputy Military Prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov.

	* * *

	I, Tauber Genryk Abrakhom [sic] declare moreover:

	The pyres for cremating corpses were arranged in pits, at the bottom of which a channel for air supply had been dug along the entire length of the excavation. From this channel, there was a branch to a pit 2 x 2 x 4 meters deep. During the cremation of the corpses on the pyres, the fat dripped into this pit: with this fat the corpses on the pyres were sprayed so that they burned better. At first, wood was put in the pit, then 400 corpses, alternated with branches, were sprinkled with gasoline, and the fire was started. Then the remaining corpses from the gas chambers were thrown in, and from time to time the fat from the corpses was poured in.

	They were cremated on a pyre for about 48 hours. If the Germans had [p. 12] poisoned a larger number of people, and it was impossible to cremate them on one pyre, they had subsequent pyres set up.

	Accurately transcribed. It has been read to me – Signature

	The military deputy prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov

	In witness: The military deputy prosecutor of the First Ukrainian Front, Major of [Military] Justice Pakhomov.

	1.2. Statement to Investigating Judge Jan Sehn (24 May 1945)15

	[p. 1/122] Auschwitz, 24 May 1945. Krakow Investigating Judge Jan Sehn, a member of the Commission of Inquiry into German-Hitlerite Crimes at Auschwitz, questioned on the initiative, in the presence and with the participation of Deputy Prosecutor of the Krakow District Court Edward Pęchalski, pursuant to Section 254 in connection with Sections 107, 115 of the [Polish] Code of Criminal Procedure, the former inmate of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp No. 90124, who stated the following:

	My name is Henryk Tauber, born on 8 July 1917 in Chrzanów, son of Abraham Tauber and Minda née Szajnowic, unmarried, of Jewish religion, Polish citizenship and nationality, shoemaker by profession,16 domiciled in Chrzanów, 1 Grunwaldzka Street, no criminal record.

	Until the outbreak of war in 1939, I lived in Chrzanów with my immediate family of 12 people. From this family, I and one of my brothers-in-law survived. So far, I have no news about the fate of one of my brothers who emigrated to Russia. As a result of massive relocation and deportation actions, our family was separated, and I found myself in the Krakow Ghetto. There, I was arrested in November 1942 and imprisoned in the prison of the Jewish Public Order Service at 31 Józefińska Street. On 19 January 1943, I was transferred to Auschwitz with a transport of 400 Jews from the Krakow Ghetto and 800 Aryans from Montelupi.17 There were about 800 men and 400 women in this transport. The women were already separated at Auschwitz Station and quartered in the women’s camp at Birkenau; I, on the other hand, went to Block 27, Sector Bib, together with a group of 250 Jewish prisoners and about 550 Aryans. This block was not yet finished; it had no windows, no doors and no cots. I then went, in that order, to Block 22 [and then to Block] 20 of this same camp sector; I was for a couple of days in Buna,18 from where I was transferred back to Birkenau, because typhus had been discovered among the inmates of the group to which I belonged, and I was assigned to Block 21 of Sector BIb.

	[p. 2/123] The registration was carried out in the meantime, during which I presented myself as a qualified locksmith and mechanic. At the beginning of February 1943, Unterscharführer Groll, Arbeitsdienst19 and Arbeitseinsatz,20 [and] the inmate Mikusz came to [our] block, and they chose qualified inmates [workers] from among those staying in our block, ostensibly to work in the workshops of Auschwitz. Twenty young Jews were chosen. We were taken to Block IV,21 where we underwent a medical examination, and were all found to be in good health. On the same day, we were taken by truck, escorted by the SS, to Auschwitz and housed in Bunker [w bunkrze] No. 7 of Block XI.22 The next day, accompanied by a large number of SS men, we were taken to the bunker, which, as it turned out later, was Crematorium No. 1.23 There we found seven Jews, including Jankowski, and three Poles. The Kapo was Mietek Morawa from Krakow. He was a tall, blond, slender man, judging by his appearance about 24 years old. One of his brothers was a boxer in Krakow. I heard that Morawa’s family lived in Dębniki.24 At first, while working there in the first Auschwitz crematorium, he was a very strict Kapo, carrying out to perfection the work ordered by the Germans. He later moved on to Crematoria II and III at Birkenau as Oberkapo. There he tried to live in harmony with us, because there were about 400 of us, we had already worked for a very long time at the crematoria, we were disillusioned and ready for anything, and therefore we did not let anyone step on our toes.

	On the first day after our arrival at the crematorium, an SS Unterscharführer whose name I do not remember gave us a speech. He told us that we would perform an unpleasant job, but we would nevertheless have to get used to it, and after a while it would [no longer] present any difficulties for us. He spoke in Polish. During the whole speech, he did not make a single mention of the fact that we would be assigned to the cremation of human corpses. He concluded this speech with the order “Los an die Arbeit,”25 and by hitting us on the head with a whip. In the company of Mietek Morawa, we were pushed into the bunker [morgue] of Crematorium I, where we saw several hundred corpses. They were piled one on top of [p. 3/124] the other, dirty, frozen; many corpses were bloody, with their skulls smashed, others with their stomachs open, evidently as a result of an autopsy. These corpses were frozen; we had to separate them from each other with axes. Pushed and prodded by this Unterscharführer and by Kapo Morawa, we dragged these corpses to the hajcownia,26 where there were three furnaces, each of which had two muffles.27 I call muffles, according to the terminology accepted by the Soviet Commission, the retorts28 for the cremation of corpses. In the “heating [furnace] room” we placed the corpses on a cart on rails that ran between the furnaces.29 From the door leading to the bunker where the corpses were kept [the Leichenhallemorgue], this cart went on a disk30 that rotated in all directions, and moved across to the “heating room” on wider tracks. From these wide tracks, narrow tracks led to each muffle, on which the cart ran towards the muffle. This cart moved on four metal wheels. It had a sturdy supporting surface in the shape of a box. Into this [sort of] box we put stones and iron to weigh it down. The upper part of this [sort of] box was a metal stretcher about 2 meters long.31 On this stretcher, we placed five corpses: the first two corpses with their legs facing the furnace and their bellies up, then two more corpses in the opposite direction, and these corpses also had their bellies up. The fifth corpse was placed with its legs towards the furnace and its back up. The arms of this fifth corpse would hang down as if embracing all the corpses lying beneath it. Since sometimes such a load had a weight greater than that of the cart’s support surface, we supported the stretcher beam from underneath so that the cart would not tilt and the corpses would not fall. Once the stretcher was loaded, we pushed it into the muffle. When the corpses were in the furnace, we would hold them [inside] by means of a sheet metal box that moved along the stretcher, and other inmates would pull the cart out from under the corpses.32 A special handle at the end of the stretcher allowed this moving box to be dragged [back].33 Then we would close the [muffle] doors. In Crematorium I, as I mentioned earlier, there were three two-muffle furnaces. Each muffle could cremate five human corpses [at once].

	[p. 4/125] So in this crematorium, 30 human corpses could be cremated at the same time. During the period in which I was serving in this crematorium, the cremation of such a load lasted one and a half hours. They were in fact emaciated corpses of people, real skeletons, which burned very slowly. From subsequent practice and observation of cremations in Crematoria II and III, I know that corpses of fat people burn considerably faster. The cremation process is accelerated by the burning of human fat, which produces additional heat [które wytwarza dodatkowy żar]. All of the furnaces in Crematorium I were located in a room that was called the “furnace room”. Near the entrance to this room was a furnace with the gasifier facing the entrance door and with the muffles facing the room. The [other] two that were further away were arranged exactly the opposite way, i.e., with the muffles facing the entrance door and the gasifiers toward the room, and were located at the back of the room. These furnaces were heated with coke. They were built by the company “Topf und Söhne” of Erfurt, as indicated by the inscription on the furnace doors and other metal parts. The cart for transporting the corpses was also manufactured by this company. Behind the “heating room” was a small coke-storage room,34 next to it a small office,35 and further to the right the urn storage room36 for the human ashes. The entrance door that currently leads to the room that I called the “furnace room” was not built until later. During the period in which I worked at Crematorium I, this door did not exist. At that time, one entered the furnace room from the corridor to the left of the entrance. There were two such doors. The first door, on the right side of the corridor, led to an auxiliary storeroom where the spare grills were located. This is where the people undressed who arrived in small truck transports and who were shot in the bunker37 of Crematorium I during the period in which I worked there. I call the bunker the part of the building in which people were gassed. Such transports arrived once or twice a week, and consisted of 30-40 people. These people were of all nationalities. During the shootings, we workers of the Sonderkommando were pushed into the coke-storage room. Then we would find the bodies of the people who had been shot in the bunker. On all the corpses we saw a [p. 5/126] gunshot wound in the skull /Genickschuss38/. The shootings were always carried out by the same SS-Mann of the Political Department in company with another SS-Mann of the same department who recorded the deaths of those shot. Kapo Morawa was not with us in the coke-storage room during the shootings. I do not know what he was doing in the meantime. We used to carry the corpses of those shot from the bunker to the heating room when the bodies were still warm and dripping with fresh blood. The second door to the right in the corridor led to a small room in which the ashes of the corpses were collected. Through this small room, one entered the bunker proper, which was used during my stay to shoot the victims and previously to gas people. In December 1942, 400 inmates of the Sonderkommando were gassed in this bunker. I was told about this by the inmates I found working in Crematorium No. I when I was assigned to this work. I worked in Crematorium I from the beginning of February until 4 March 1943, i.e., for one month. All this time we were kept in the bunker of Block XI. We were 22 Jews, because two Czech dentists from Birkenau were added to our group that had arrived at the beginning of February. The seven Jewish inmates I found working in Crematorium No. I were similarly housed in Block XI, but in a different cell. Kapo Morawa and the Poles Józek and Wacek, who were already working with him in Crematorium No. I, were housed in Block XV, thus in an open block. In addition to these two Czech Jews, four Poles were assigned to our group during this month: Staszek and Władek, whose surnames I do not remember, as well as Władysław Biskup from Krakow and Jan Agrestowski from the parish of Pas, near Warsaw. I remember their surnames well because I wrote letters for them in German for their families. These four Poles mentioned above were also staying in Block XV. When they left for work, the old commando39 which was employed in Crematorium I was called “Kommando Krematorium I”. Our group, i.e., the 22 Jews from Block XI and the four Poles assigned to our group, was called “Kommando Krematorium II”. We did not understand the meaning of this at the time.

	[p. 6/127] Only later did we convince ourselves that we had been sent to practice for a month at Crematorium I in order to prepare us for work at Crematorium II.

	I emphasize that the crematoria and the commandos assigned to their service were subordinate to the Political Department. The files of the inmates who worked in these commandos were located at the Political Department. The sick were not sent to the hospital, but to a closed block [where] an isolated hospital room had been set up for them. The block in which we were staying was isolated, and in Auschwitz we were kept in Block XI, which was closed. Release from one commando and transfer to another did not depend on the Arbeitsdienst, but could only take place by order of the Political Department. Our doctor was the French Jew Pach. He was a very good specialist, he treated [also] the SS, and with their protection, he managed to get himself out of the Sonderkommando block [and to go] to another block. When the Political Department learned of this fact, Pach was reassigned to work in our sick room, although he had been in a free block for a few months. During my work at Crematorium I, the supervision of our activity was carried out on behalf of the Political Department by, among others, Untersturmführer Grabner and Oberscharführer Kwakernak.40 I remember that Kapo Mietek asked Grabner to assign him a prisoner for work, because one of our group had died. Grabner replied that he could not give him a “Zugang,” but if he killed four other Jews, he would give him five “Zugang”41 [Zugänge]. He also asked Mietek what he beat the inmates with. Mietek showed him a stick. Grabner then grabbed an iron grate [sic] and told Mietek that he had to hit the inmates with this. After the first day of work at Crematorium I, five [inmates] from my group called in sick and stayed in the block. The next day, as we were pulling the bodies out of the bunker of Crematorium I, we found their naked bodies with no traces of gunshot wounds. I suppose they had been killed by an injection. After a month of work at Crematorium I, only 12 of 22 Jews remained. On 4 March 1943, my group, together with Władysław Tomiczek from Cieszyn and the four aforementioned Poles (Biskup and the others), was transferred to [p. 7/128] Birkenau, where they were housed in Block No. II, Sector BIb. It was an isolated block. As I later learned, Tomiczek had already worked at the crematorium in 1941. He was an old inmate [with a serial number] around 1400. Before being assigned to our group, which took place in March 1943, he had worked for some time at the mill and at the slaughterhouse, where he had been arrested with a group of 49 other prisoners on charges of conspiratorial activity. The whole group was imprisoned in Block XI of Auschwitz, and sentenced to death by the SS Tribunal. Untersturmführer Grabner recognized Tomiczek shortly before the execution, and assigned him to our group. Tomiczek worked in Birkenau as Kapo of the Kommando employed in Crematorium II, and then in Crematorium IV. In August 1943, I believe, Tomiczek was summoned to the Political Department, from where Oberscharführer Kwakernak brought back his corpse on the same day, which we cremated in Crematorium V. Tomiczek’s head was enclosed in a sack, but we recognized him anyway, because his robust build stood out. Kwakernak watched over us until Tomiczek’s body was placed in the furnace, then he left immediately. We [then] opened the door of the furnace, took out the corpse, opened the sack, and from the face we recognized Tomiczek without any uncertainty. He was a very good man; he behaved decently with us; we had informed him about our conspiratorial activity.

	On 4 March 1943, we were taken under SS escort to the area of Crematorium II. There, Kapo August, who had come at this time from Buchenwald where he had worked in that crematorium,42 explained the structure of the crematorium to us. Crematorium No. II had below ground an undressing room /Auskleideraum/ and a bunker, i.e., a gas chamber /Leichenkeller/ [=morgue]. To pass between these two basements, there was a corridor to which a set of stairs and a sloping trough [slide]43 led from the outside to throw down the corpses brought from the camp to be cremated in the crematorium. From the undressing room, a door led into this corridor, and from there, through a door on the right, into the gas chamber. On the side of the entrance [p. 8/129] in the area of this crematorium, a second staircase led to the corridor. To the left of this staircase, in the corner, was a small room for hair, glasses and other things, to the right was a small room in which spare “Zyklon” cans were kept. In the right corner of the corridor, in the wall opposite the entrance from the undressing room, there was an elevator to bring up the corpses. From the courtyard of the crematorium, the entrance to the undressing room was via a staircase. This staircase was surrounded by an iron barrier [railing]. Above the door hung a sign with the inscription “Zum Baden und Desinfektion”.44 This inscription was written in several languages. In the undressing room, wooden benches and numbered wooden clothes hooks were placed along the walls. There was no window, and the light was always on. The undressing room also had a water sypply and was equipped with a drain. From the undressing room, one went into the hallway through a door above which hung the words “Zum Bade” repeated in various languages. I remember there was also the word “Bania”.45 From this corridor, you went through a door on the right into the gas chamber. It was a wooden door, made of two layers of short pieces of boards, similar to the arrangement of a parquet floor; between these [two] layers there was a mass [of a material] that hermetically sealed the edges of the door, and the joints of the frame were similarly covered with felt seals. In this door, at the head height of a man of average stature, was a round glazed little window. On the other side of the door, i.e., on the side of the gas chamber, this window was protected by a hemispherical grating. This grating was installed because it had happened that the people who were in the gas chamber, before dying, had broken the glass window. Since even the grating did not prevent this, and similar incidents occurred despite its installation, this window was then closed with sheet metal or a board. In this connection I would like to point out that the persons to be gassed who were in the gas chamber often damaged the electrical cables, tore them out, and damaged the ventilation system. This door was closed from the corridor side with an iron latch which, after the door was closed, was tightened for airtight closure by means of special keys. The ceiling of the gas chamber rested on [p. 9/130] concrete pillars in the center of its length. To the left and right of these pillars were four columns. The outer layer of these columns was made of a thick wire mesh46 that went up to the ceiling and outside. Behind this layer was a smaller mesh netting, and within it, a third fine[r]-meshed [net]. In this third netting, there was a box, by which the powder [proszek],47 from which the gas had already evaporated, was extracted with the help of a wire. There was also an electrical system in the gas chamber which ran along both walls of the supporting beam which rested on the concrete pillars. The ventilation system was installed in the walls of the gas chamber. From it [the ventilation duct] opened towards the inside of the [gas] chamber small openings equipped with nets [grates] of white sheet metal that were placed in the upper part of the side walls and [other] lower openings protected by a kind of iron muzzle [semi-spherical iron grate]. The ventilation of the gas chamber was connected to a system of ventilation pipes that were located in the undressing room. This ventilation, which also served the dissection room, was operated by electric motors located in the attic of the crematorium building. The gas chamber did not possess a water system. The water tap was located in the corridor, and a rubber hose was used to rinse the floor of the chamber. At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was divided in two by a masonry wall, so that it was suitable for gassing smaller transports. In this wall, there was a door similar to the one [that led] from the corridor to the entire chamber. The smaller transports were gassed in the rear chamber farther away from the entrance to the corridor. Above, both the undressing room and the gas chamber were covered by a concrete slab and were covered with earth seeded with grass. Above the gas chamber rose four openings like small chimneys, into which the gas was poured. These openings were closed by concrete lids with two-handed wooden handles.48 Above the undressing room the ground was a little higher than the level of the yard and completely level. Ventilation pipes fed into the ducts and chimneys that were located in the part of the building that was above the corridor and undressing room. I emphasize that at first there were no benches or coat hangers in the undressing room, and in the gas chamber [there were] no showers. They were [p. 10/131] installed only in the fall of 1943 in order to disguise the undressing room and the gas chamber by presenting them as a bath and disinfection [room]. These showers were attached to pieces of wood that had been inserted into the concrete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose. No water supply was connected to these showers, so no water ever came out of them.

	As I have already mentioned, an elevator, properly a freight elevator, carried the corpses to the ground-floor level. There, a door led from the elevator to the heating [furnace] room, where the cremation furnaces were located; another door led in the opposite direction to an auxiliary room for the corpses. There was also a corridor which was accessed by an entrance on the side of the entrance gate into the crematorium area. From this corridor, through a door to the right, one entered the dissection room. Between the dissection room and the auxiliary storage room for cadavers there was a toilet, which was accessed through a door from the dissection room. From the corridor, through a door on the left, one entered the heating room from the side of the cremation furnaces’ gas generators. These furnaces were lined up next to each other at equal intervals; there were five of them, each fueled by two gas generators. On the other side, that is, the side where the elevator exit was located, these furnaces had three muffles. Each muffle could hold five human corpses. Each muffle could be closed by an iron door marked “Topf”. Underneath each muffle was the ash box, which could also be closed with an iron door manufactured by the same company. Behind the furnaces, on the left side of the access to the crematorium courtyard, was the coke-storage room. Going to the end of the courtyard,49 behind the coke-storage room, one came to a small and narrow corridor from which a door led to a small room for the SS; from it, a window opened onto the heating room, on the side of the muffles. Another window opened onto the rear courtyard of the crematorium. Next to this [small room] was the Kommandoführer’s50 room with a window facing the rear courtyard. Behind this room was a toilet and a small washbasin, and then the doctors’ room, with a window facing the women’s camp. From this small corridor, a staircase led to the attic, where there was a room for the people employed in the [p. 11/132] Sonderkommando. Also in the attic were the electric motors that ran the elevator and the ventilation. They were serviced by an inmate mechanic. On the side of the access to the crematorium courtyard, in the middle [of the wing] of the building that protruded from it at the front, there was an annex in which the furnace for burning garbage was located. It was the so-called “Müllverbrennung”.51 It was a separate furnace [and] one descended to it via a set of stairs; it was surrounded by an iron railing and heated with coal. The entrance to the annex of the “Müllverbrennung” was on the side of the entrance to the crematorium area. This annex, in addition to the door, had a window on the front side and a window on the right and left of the entrance. At the corner to the left of the entrance, there was an opening through which, from an ash box in front of it on the outside of the annex, things to be burned were thrown into the annex. The furnace for burning these things was on the left of the entrance to the annex, the hearth for heating the furnace on the right. I would like to point out that it was in this furnace that the documents of the Political Department were burned all the time. From time to time, SS men would bring in whole trucks [loaded] with papers, documents and files, and these papers would be burned under their supervision. While burning these papers, I noticed that among them were whole piles of cards of dead people or “Totenmeldungi”.52 We could not take any of these papers, because we were burning them under direct and careful supervision of the SS. Behind the annex of the “Müllverbrennung,” at the back of the crematorium, there was a chimney which served all the cremation furnaces and the “Müllverbrennung” furnace. At first, there were three electric motors around this chimney to strengthen its draft. Because of the heat next to and in the vicinity of the furnace, these motors broke down, and once a fire even broke out, so they were later dismantled, and the ducts carrying the combustion gases from the cremation furnaces were connected directly to the chimney. From the annex of the “Müllverbrennung,” a door led to the part of the building where the chimney was located. This part was located higher up, and was accessed via a set of stairs. After the motors had been dismantled, a washbasin was installed in this part next to the chimney for the [inmates] employed in the Sonderkommando [p. 12/133], and in the opposite part, the one closest to the undressing room, a room in which Oberkapo August sometimes slept. He stayed permanently in the Reichsdeutsche block, at first in Sector BIb, then in Sector BIId. In the attic, above the “Müllverbrennung” annex, the victims’ hair clippings were dried, disentangled and packed in sacks. These bags were then taken away by truck.

	As I mentioned above, Crematorium No. II had five furnaces. Each crematorium had three muffles for cremating corpses, and was heated by two coke-gas generators. The outlets of the fire ducts of these gas generators were located above the ash boxes of the two side muffles, so that the flame53 first passed through the two side muffles, then entered the central muffle, from where the combustion gases went to the chimney through a duct running below.54 The flue-gas channel started from under the cremation furnaces on the side of the muffle between the two gas generators. By virtue of this system, the process of cremation of the corpses in the side muffles and in the central one was different. Muslim corpses, i.e., emaciated and fatless corpses, burned faster in the lateral muffles and worse in the central one. On the contrary, the corpses of gassed people who were sent to the gas directly from the transport and therefore were not emaciated, burned better in the central muffle. During the cremation of these corpses, we used coke only for the ignition of the furnace. Fat corpses burned by themselves thanks to the burning of the fat present in the body. It also happened that, when there was no coke to heat the gas generators, we placed straw and wood in the ash boxes, which were located under the muffles, and as soon as the fat of the corpses ignited, the entire load55 already burned with its own fire. The muffle inside did not have any iron parts; the grate was made of fireclay. [Any] iron parts would have melted in the heat, which reached 1,000-1,200°C. The fireclay grates in the muffle were arranged crosswise. The doors were smaller than the entrance openings of the muffle; the muffle itself was about 2 meters long, 80 centimeters wide and about 1 meter high. As a rule, 4-5 corpses burned in such a muffle.

	[p. 13/134] But there were also cases in which we loaded more corpses into the muffle. As many as eight muslims could be accommodated [introduced] in there. We burned these larger loads during air raids without the knowledge of the crematorium chief, so that a larger fire came out of the chimney, and the airmen became aware of it. We thought that in this way we could change our fate in our favor. The iron parts and especially the iron grate that are currently in the camp area are components of the gas generators. Crematorium II had grids of thick iron bars. In Crematoria 4 and 5 there were pointed grates in the shape of a sword with a handle.

	On 4 March [1943], we were in charge of firing up the gas generators. We kept them going from morning until 4 o’clock in the afternoon. In the meantime, a commission from the Political Department and senior SS officers from Berlin arrived at the crematorium. In addition to them, there were also civilians and engineers from the “Topf” Company. Of the members of this committee I remember Hauptsturmführer Schwarz, Lagerkommandant Aumeyer [Aumeier] and Oberscharführer Kwakernak. After the arrival of the commission, we were ordered to bring out corpses from the auxiliary room56 and to throw them [!]57 into the muffles. In the auxiliary room, we then found about 45 corpses of only men, very well fed and fat. At that time, I did not know when these corpses had been deposited in the auxiliary room, and from where they had been taken. But then I learned that they had been selected from the people gassed at Bunker No. II, located in the woods. In fact, an officer from the Political Department had gone there [and] had ordered to select from the corpses of the gassed persons the corpses of well-developed and fat people, [then] had commanded to take these corpses away from the bunker area on a truck. The Sonderkommando inmates who were employed there did not know where these corpses had been taken. It turned out that they were used to test the efficiency of Crematorium No. II, which was to be put into operation at that time, and to demonstrate it to the many-member commission. We brought [up] these corpses through the elevator and the door leading to the heating room [p. 14/135], and placed them two or three at a time on a cart similar to the one I described when speaking of Crematorium No. 1, and loaded them into the individual muffles. After the introduction of the entire batch of corpses into all the muffles of all the furnaces, the members of the commission, watches in hand, observed the process of cremation of the corpses, opened the doors, looked at the watches, discussed among themselves, and marveled that the cremation lasted [so] long. Since the furnaces, because they were completely new, had not yet warmed up properly, although they had been operating since the morning, the cremation of this load lasted 40 minutes. With continuous operation, the crematorium cremated two loads per hour. According to regulations, we had to load new bodies into the muffles every half hour. Oberkapo August explained to us that, according to the calculations and plans of the crematorium, the cremation of a corpse in a muffle took 5-7 minutes. At the beginning, he did not allow us to load more than three corpses. With such a pace, we had to work non-stop, because after loading the last muffle [the load of] the first one was already burned. In order to have a break in the work, we loaded 4-5 corpses into each muffle. The cremation of such a load took longer, so after loading the last muffle, we had a few minutes of rest while the load of the first muffle burned [out]. We would use this time to wash the floor of the heating room, so the air would cool down a bit.

	The commission departed after the cremation of this first test load; we tidied up the crematorium, washed it, and were taken to Block 2 of the BIb Camp. For the next 10 days, we went every day under SS escort to the crematorium and fired up the gas generators. During these 10 days, no transports arrived; we did not cremate any corpses, but only kept the gas generators running to heat the furnaces. Towards the middle of March 1943, after we had finished our work, the then [head] of the crematoria, Hauptscharführer Hirsch, arrived and ordered us to stay in the crematorium, because we had to carry out a job. As night fell, the first trucks arrived on which people of various ages and of both sexes were brought in. Among them were old men, women and many, many children. These trucks came there and [returned] back [p. 15/136] in the direction of the train station in about an hour, bringing more and more people. When the trucks started to arrive, we of the Sonderkommando were locked in the room where – as I explained in the description of the crematorium – the physicians assigned to the autopsies were staying. From this room, we could hear the crying and screaming of the people who had been unloaded from the trucks into the crematorium courtyard. These people were pushed into a barracks which was then situated perpendicular to the crematorium building, on the side of the entrance to the yard of Crematorium No. II. The persons entered this barracks through a door that was on the entrance side, and went down the staircase that was to the right of the “Müllverbrennung.” At the time, this barracks served as an undressing room. However, it was only used for about a week, and then it was dismantled. After the barracks had been dismantled, the people were pushed into the underground part of the crematorium by way of a staircase leading to the underground undressing room which I described earlier. After about two hours in the doctors’ autopsy room, we were taken out and ordered to go to the gas chamber. In this chamber, we found piles of naked corpses, in a position similar to sitting. The corpses were pink in color, in some parts redder, in others they were covered with greenish spots with drooling at the mouth, some had blood coming out of their noses, in most cases we could see excrement. I remember that many had their eyes open; many corpses were clinging to each other; the greatest number of crowded corpses were lying near the door. Near the wire-mesh columns, they were less crowded. From the arrangement of the bodies, it could be seen that people had moved away from these columns and had wanted to reach the door. It was very hot in the chamber, and there was such a stench that it was impossible to bear. Later we became convinced that many of the bodies in the gas chamber died of asphyxiation, of lack of air, even before the gassing. These people lay on the floor, and others walked over them. They were not sitting down, like the majority, but were lying on the floor. From this it could be seen that they had died before the others, who must have stepped on their corpses. After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and had been locked in, [p. 16/137] and before pouring the “Cyklon,” air was extracted from the chamber, in fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to this purpose. It was a suction-pressure system. The undressing room had only suction ventilation. Although the ventilation was turned on after the door to the [gas] chamber was opened, in the first moments after entering the chamber, when there were gassed persons in the chamber, we worked on extracting the corpses while wearing gas masks. However, we did not remove the corpses from this first transport in mid-March 1943, because we had to return to servicing the furnaces. At that time, 70 inmates who were part of the Sonderkommando and in charge of cremating the corpses in the bunker pits were brought in from Block II. This group took the corpses out of the gas chamber into the corridor near the elevator, where a barber cut the women’s hair, and then the corpses were taken up the elevator to the level of the heating room. There they were either deposited in the auxiliary room for corpses or were taken to the heating room and placed in front of the furnaces. There, two dentists under SS control extracted [the corpses’ precious] metal teeth and dentures. They also removed rings from the corpses and tore earrings from their ears. The teeth were thrown into a crate that bore the inscription “Zahnarztstation,”58 the jewelry into another crate. This crate had no inscription but was only marked with a number. Dentists who had been recruited from among the inmates looked into the mouths of every corpse except the children. When the mouths were pressed together [=clenched], they opened the jaws with pincers, which they used also to extract the teeth. As I have already mentioned, the work of the dentists was minutely controlled by the SS who assisted in this operation. Every so often, they would stop a load of corpses already treated by the dentists [headed] to the furnaces, look into [their] mouths, and in some cases note the presence of a gold tooth not extracted by the dentists. Such an oversight was considered sabotage, and the offending dentist was burned alive in a furnace. I personally witnessed a French Jewish dentist being burned in this way in Crematorium V. He defended himself and shouted, but the SS, there were a few of them, threw themselves on him, rendered him harmless, and put him alive in a furnace. The punishment of being burned alive was used quite often for the men of the Sonderkommando, but it was not the only one, because in addition to it, other punishments were inflicted, such as shooting on the spot, being thrown into a tub [full] of water, [p. 17/138] physical torment, beatings, rolling with the naked body on gravel, and other tortures. These punishments were inflicted before the eyes of the entire Sonderkommando staff in order to frighten them. I also remember another case that took place in Crematorium No. V in August of 1944. At that time a golden wedding ring and a watch were found on one of the ordinary workers, a Jew from Walbrom named Lejb, about 20 years old, dark-haired and wearing the number one hundred and eight thousand and more, during the change of shifts. All the Sonderkommando personnel employed in the crematorium were then assembled, and before their eyes, he was hung with his hands tied behind [his back] from an iron bar above the gas generators. He hung in this position for about an hour; then, after his arms and legs had been untied, he was led into an unheated furnace in the crematorium, where the ash box underneath was doused with gasoline and set alight, so that the flames reached the muffle in which this Lejb was located.

	After a couple of minutes, the furnace was opened, and the doomed man escaped from it completely burned and was ordered to run around the courtyard of the crematorium and shout that he was a thief, then he was ordered to climb the barbed wires of the crematorium fence, which at that time, since it was daytime, was not electrified. When he was on top of the wires, the crematorium chief Moll shot him. Moll’s first name was Otto.

	Another time the SS chased an inmate who was dawdling at work at the crematorium into a pit in which there was boiling human fat. At that time, corpses were cremated in open-air pits, from which the fat flowed into a separate tank dug into the earth.59 This fat was used to sprinkle on the corpses to speed up the burning process. This unfortunate man was pulled out of that grease tank still alive and was shot. To complete the formalities, the corpse was taken to the block, where the “Totenschein,”60 was issued, and the corpse was taken to the crematorium area only the next day and cremated in a pit.

	During the cremation of the corpses from that first transport in mid-March 1943, we worked non-stop for 48 hours, but we were not able to cremate [p. 18/139] all the corpses, because in the meantime a Greek transport arrived, which was also gassed. But since we were tired and completely exhausted, we were taken to the block, and the work was taken over by another shift of the Sonderkommando, which at that time also operated the two bunkers [and] numbered about 400 inmates. I worked in Crematorium II until the middle of April. During this time, Greek, French and Dutch transports arrived. Also during this time, we cremated the corpses of the people who had been gassed as a result of the selection made at the camp. We worked in two shifts, day and night. I am not in a position to give a figure for the number of people gassed and cremated during this period.

	On average, 2,500 bodies were cremated per day. During this time, I did not have the opportunity to observe the procedure by which the victims were pushed into the undressing room, and then from the undressing room into the gas chambers. When the transports arrived, we of the Sonderkommando were locked up in the coke-storage room. However, two [inmates] remained in the heating room to operate the gas generators. It happened that I also took part in this service. From a window in the heating room, I observed how the “Cyklon” was poured into the gas chamber. Each transport was followed by a car bearing the insignia of the Red Cross. The camp doctor Mengele and Rottenführer Scheimetz arrived in this car at the crematorium. They took out of this car with the insignia of the Red Cross in which they had arrived some cans of “Cyklon” [and] took them to the small chimneys for pouring the “Cyklon” into the chamber; there, Scheimetz opened them with a special chisel and hammer, poured the contents of the can into the chamber, and covered the opening with a concrete lid. As I have already mentioned, there were four such small chimneys. Into each of them, Scheimetz poured the contents of a smaller can61 of “Cyklon”. They were cans with a yellow label glued around them. Before opening a can, Scheimetz would don a gas mask. He opened the can of “Cyklon” with the mask on, and with the mask on, he poured the contents of the can into the opening that led into the gas chamber. This operation was carried out not only by Scheimetz, but also by other SS men designated specifically for this purpose who belonged to the “Gesundheitswesen,”62 whose names I do not remember. At each gassing, [p. 19/140] a camp physician was present. I mentioned Mengele because I met him very often during my work. In addition to him, the camp physicians König, Tilo [Thilo] and a tall, slender young man, whose name I do not remember at this time, also attended the gassing. During the selection, this one sent everyone to the gas. I remember that once Mengele appealed to Scheim[e]tz to feed the victims who were in the gas chamber more quickly, so that they [Mengele and Scheimetz] could then go to Katowice. He then told him verbatim: “Scheimetz, gib ihnen das Fressen, sie sollen direckt [sic] nach Kattowitz fahren.”63 This meant that Scheimetz had to hurry up64 and pour the “Cyklon” into the chamber. While working at Crematorium No. II, I also noticed that the SS men who escorted the transports arriving at the crematorium area were leading dogs and were holding whips.

	In Crematorium II, the cart for loading the corpses was used only for a short time, and was then replaced by iron stretchers /in German they were called Leichenbrett[er]/ which were inserted [all the way] to the bottom of the muffle on iron rollers65 mounted on the lower edge of the muffle door. This was done because the use of the cart delayed the loading of the bodies into the furnace. This new device was invented, I believe, by Obercapo August. It was then used in all the other crematoria. In the furnaces of Crematoria II and III, there was only one pair of rollers for all three muffles of a furnace; they moved on an iron bar66 in front of the muffle doors. In Crematoria IV and V, each muffle had its own fixed rollers installed in front of its door. Each crematorium had two iron stretchers67 for loading the corpses into the furnaces. These planks [stretchers] were placed in front of the muffle. Two inmates would place the corpses on them. The corpses were arranged in such a way that the first corpse lay with its legs in the direction of the muffle with its back down and its face up. On top of this corpse, another one was placed, also with the face up, [but] with the head turned towards the muffle. This was done so that the upper corpse would clasp the legs of the corpse lying below, so that it was not necessary to push the legs of the upper corpse into the furnace, but they would glide in by themselves. [p. 20/141] Two inmates would load the corpses onto the stretcher. Two others stood by the ends of a pole placed under the stretcher near the muffle. While loading the corpses onto the stretcher, one of them would open the muffle door, the other would set up the rollers. A fifth inmate would lift the stretcher by the handles and, after also being lifted by the other two and being placed on the rollers, the stretcher would enter the muffle. When the corpses were now inside the muffle, a sixth inmate with an iron scraper would hold them inside the muffle, and the fifth would pull the stretcher out from under them. This sixth inmate’s duties included washing the stretcher with water after it had been pulled out of the furnace. He would do this to cool the stretcher, which became hot in the furnace. It was also [to make sure that] the bodies that had just been placed on the stretcher did not stick to it. Soap was dissolved in this water so that the corpses would slide well on the sheet of the stretcher. The second load to be cremated in the same muffle was loaded in the same manner as this [first load], but with this second pair of corpses we had to hurry, because the corpses loaded earlier were already burning in the meantime, their arms and legs were rising, so that in case of a delay, we found it difficult to load the second pair of corpses into the furnace. During the loading of this second pair of corpses into the furnace, I had the opportunity to observe the process of burning of the corpses. It seemed as if the corpses straightened the trunk of the body, that [their] hands rose up and contracted, the same thing happened with the legs. Blisters formed on the body, and with older corpses, which sometimes lay up to two days in the auxiliary room after the gassing and were bloated and swollen, the abdominal diaphragms burst, and the entrails came out. I could also observe the burning process when a scraper was operated in the furnace to accelerate the burning of the corpses. By the way, after each loading, the SS Kommandoführer checked whether the furnaces were loaded properly. We had to open the doors of each muffle for him, and at that time we saw what was going on inside. We cremated the corpses of children along with those of older, adult people. First, we loaded the corpses of two adults into the furnace, then as many children as would fit into the muffle. Most of the [p. 21/142] times the corpses of 5-6 children. We did this so that the children’s corpses would not lie directly on the grates, which were placed wide apart,68 because the children’s corpses could fall through them into the ash pit. Women’s corpses burned much better and faster than men’s corpses. Therefore, if a load was burning badly, we would look for a woman’s corpse [and] load it into the furnace to speed up the burning process. In the early loads, when the furnaces were heated only by the gasifiers, cremation took place more slowly. But then, as more loads were cremated, they [the muffle walls] were brought to red heat by the embers that were produced by the cremation of the corpses, so that during the cremation of fat corpses, generally the gasifiers were shut down. From the corpses placed in the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat immediately dripped into the ash box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the corpse. During the cremation of muslims, it was necessary to constantly feed the gasifiers. The Vorarbeiter69 wrote down in a notebook the number of corpses cremated with each load, and an SS Kommandoführer checked these notes, and took the notebook to himself after the cremation of an entire transport. With each shift of our Sonderkommando came more SS guards and more Kommandoführer. Among the Kommandoführers I remember Gorgies, Knaus, Kurschuss, Schultz, Köln and Keller. Scheimetz, whom I have already mentioned, was also Kommandoführer in Crematorium IV for some time. All Kommandoführers ruthlessly mistreated the inmates of the Sonderkommando working in the crematorium. Sometimes this took on such a form that, for example, the crematorium chief Voss, who was transferred from this post to another one after a short time, reproached Kommandoführer Gorgies, who mistreated us in a beastly manner for the sole reason that there was no work at the crematorium, because no transports had arrived. Then he said to him: “Wenn du hast nicht was zu umlegen, dann bist du wild. Ich habe dass schon genug” [sic].70 In addition to the aforementioned Voss, at various times the heads of the crematorium were Unterscharführer Steinberg, Hauptscharführer Hirsch and Moll, Scharführer Puch and Oberscharführer Musfeld [Muhsfeldt] who came from Lublin after the liquidation of the local crematorium.

	[p. 22/144]71 The most-depraved of them all was Hauptscharführer Otto Moll. Even before my arrival at the camp, he was the director of works in the bunkers, where those gassed were cremated in pits. Sometime later, he was transferred to another sector. In view of the preparations for the arrival of Hungarian mass transports in 1944, he was entrusted with the direction of all the crematoria. He organized the entire extermination of the people who arrived with these transports. Even before the arrival of the Hungarian transports, he ordered the digging of pits next to Crematorium V, and put Bunker No. 2, which was then inactive, and its pits back into operation. In the courtyard of the crematorium, he hung signs on poles with inscriptions; according to their content, people who had arrived by transport were to go to the camp, where work awaited them, but first they had to bathe and undergo disinfection. For this purpose, they had to undress [and] deposit all valuables in baskets placed in the courtyard for this very purpose. He also repeated these instructions72 personally in speeches he gave to the people who arrived with the transports. These transports were very numerous, and it happened that the rooms of Crematorium V could not contain all the [people in the] transports that arrived.

	The remaining people, who did not fit in the gas chambers, were most-often shot by him personally. In many cases, he threw people alive into the burning pits. He [also] practiced shooting people from a distance. He mistreated and beat the Sonderkommando inmates, and treated them like animals. The female inmates who were assigned to him73 for his personal service recounted that he used an iron wire to take gold valuables74 out of the crate in which he stashed the valuables stolen from the people who had arrived by transport, and put them in a bag. From among the objects left by the gassed people, he took for himself furs and a lot of foodstuffs, especially fat. On these occasions, he would turn to the SS men around him with a smile and tell [them] that it was necessary to stock up on foodstuffs because lean days would also come. On his orders, the Sonderkommando was enlarged to about 1,000 inmates. At first, when I was assigned to work [p. 23/145] in the Sonderkommando, it numbered about 400 inmates, and maintained this strength until January or February 1944. In one of these months, a transport of about 300 inmates was sent to Lublin. In the meantime, about 50 prisoners per week were assigned to the Sonderkommando, however, we were dying in such numbers that, in the initial period of my work, despite these weekly arrivals, the Sonderkommando did not have more than 400 prisoners. After this transport was sent to Lublin, there remained approximately 100 of us. From Lublin, 20 Russians and the German Karol as Kapo were sent to our group. In addition, a few dozen inmates were also assigned to the Sonderkommando, among them75 gold smelters76 and stokers from Crematorium I in Auschwitz. In April 1944, therefore, the Sonderkommando numbered about 160 inmates. At the end of the month, in anticipation of the Hungarian transports, it was increased to 1,000 inmates. By their behavior, their treatment of us and the type of work during the mass cremation of the Hungarian transports, Moll and the SS men around him reduced us to despair. After contact was established with the camp [resistance] and the outside world, we decided to organize an uprising and win our freedom or die. We set a deadline of June 1944 for the uprising. I do not remember the exact date. However, the uprising did not take place, although everything was already prepared for its launch, and even people from whom we had kept the preparation of the uprising a secret participated in the secret action. This affair caused us a lot of damage, and after it was discovered, it claimed many victims. The first to be shot shortly after the deadline for the uprising was set was our Kapo Kamiński. After that, we were transferred to Crematorium IV in order to make any contact with the [outside] world impossible. Of the personnel housed there, about 200 inmates were selected and sent to be gassed. They were gassed in the delousing [chamber]77 of “Kanada” in Auschwitz, and cremated in Crematorium II; this cremation was carried out by the SS men in charge of the crematorium themselves. The situation became more and more serious for us, and although we were watched and monitored with doubled vigilance, [p. 24/146] we decided to escape from the camp at any cost. After the preparations, the uprising in Crematorium IV took place in September 1944; it also involved [the staff of] Crematorium II. During the uprising in Crematorium IV, we killed 20-30 SS men, and fled in all directions. First, we set Crematorium IV on fire and blew it up. An alarm was sounded at the camp, the SS surrounded all the crematoria, and almost all the escaped inmates were captured. As a result of the uprising, only about 190 of 1,000 [inmates] remained alive. We were all housed in Crematorium III, then transferred to Block 11 of Sector BIId. From here, 100 inmates left by transport, 30 were assigned to cremation [work] in Crematorium V, and 60 were housed in Block 11 and worked in the Abbruchkommando.78 This Kommando was involved in the demolition of Crematoria II and III, [the reusable parts of] which were to be transferred to Gross Rosen. After some time, the 30 stokers from Crematorium V were also housed in Block 11, so that, when the camp was liquidated, there were approximately 90 inmates of the Sonderkommando in Block 11. On 18 January 1945, we were taken to Auschwitz together with inmates from other blocks, and driven in the direction of the Reich. After about 20 km, I escaped, and in this way saved my life.

	As I mentioned earlier, four forensic physicians were also part of the Sonderkommando. Initially, they stayed with us in the block, but later they were placed in the room next to the coke-storage room in Crematorium II. These doctors performed autopsies on corpses in a room on the first floor of Crematoria II and III. In these rooms, there were two large solid-stone tables on which the doctors performed the autopsy. They dissected the corpses of inmates who had died in the hospital [and] some corpses of people who had been shot in the corridor between the undressing room and the gas chamber. Most of the time, these shootings were carried out by Moll personally. Inmates who came from the bunkers of Block 11 or from outside Auschwitz were shot. Very often, when the inmates were brought in to be shot, an Unterscharführer, whose name I do not know, arrived at the crematorium, and cut the fat meat off the corpses of those shot. [p. 25/147] He put the severed thighs and buttocks into boxes or a bucket, and took them away from the crematorium in a car. I do not know for what purpose he did this. The medical detainees, after performing the autopsy, drew up an autopsy report; this report was then taken away by an SS doctor.

	In April 1943, in the middle of the month, I was assigned to work in Crematorium No. IV, which at that time was the second to come into operation. Later, also in the first half of 1943, Crematorium No. V and finally Crematorium No. III came into operation. Crematorium III was built in the same way as Crematorium II, with the difference that in this crematorium the cart for loading the corpses into the furnace was not used right from the start. In the room next to the coke-storage room where the doctors were housed in Crematorium No. II, in Crematorium No. III the goldworkers79 worked, who melted the artificial teeth into gold bars.

	Crematoria IV and V were also built according to the same plans and were located symmetrically on both sides of the road between Camp BII and “Mexico,”80 in the direction of the new sauna.81 These crematoria each had two furnaces with four muffles. The muffles of each furnace were arranged two by two [= in pairs] on each side. In these furnaces, each gasifier heated the two muffles located in the middle of each furnace. Each furnace had its own chimney. Both the dressing room and the gas chambers in Crematoria IV and V were on the first floor [ground level]. The building in which they were located was much lower than the heating room, so that it looked like an annex to the crematorium. From the heating room, in the direction of the undressing room, there was a narrow corridor with four internal doors. They led from each end of the corridor to the heating room and the undressing room. The undressing room had four small windows protected from the outside by iron grates.82 Another door led from the undressing room to a corridor in which there was a door leading in from the crematorium courtyard. In this same wall, next to the entrance door, there were two windows. Opposite the entrance door to the corridor, a second door led into a room with a window in which the kitchen for the SS [p. 26/148] crematorium attendants was located. The food in this kitchen was prepared by Sonderkommando inmates. The Sonderkommando inmates’ room was adjacent to this room. In Crematorium V, the Sonderkommando shoemakers, tailors and carpenters worked in this room, while in Crematorium II [IV], the hair cut from the corpses of the gassed persons was stored in this room. The third door in this corridor led to a smaller corridor, which in turn had a door to the crematorium courtyard and a window with a grating. From this corridor, the door to the right of the entrance led into the first chamber, through the door opposite into the smaller chamber, from which a door led into the last chamber, the largest. This second corridor, like the other three rooms mentioned above, was used as a gas chamber for gassing people. All [the rooms] had gas-tight doors, windows fitted with gratings on the outside83 that could be closed from the outside by gas-tight shutters. These small windows,84 which a standing man could reach with his hand raised, were used to pour the contents of the “Cyklon” cans into the gas chambers filled with people. The gas chambers were about 2 meters high, had electric lighting that ran along the walls, but no ventilation system. The Sonderkommando employed in removing the corpses from the gas chambers worked with gas masks. The corpses were dragged along the floor through the entrance corridor, where the barbers cut [their] hair, then through the undressing room, which in these crematoria served as an auxiliary room for [storing] the corpses. It was a large hall in which the corpses were put to clear the gas chambers. From the undressing room, the corpses were dragged through the narrow corridor between the heating room and the undressing room. At each end of this corridor was a dentist who would tear the corpses’ gold teeth out. The loading of the corpses from the heating room into the muffles was done by means of iron stretchers, which I described earlier. Behind the heating room was the Kommandoführer’s room, next to it a smaller room for the remaining SS men, a small corridor, a bathroom and toilet for the SS men, and the coke-storage room. The entire building was made of masonry and had a wooden frame roof covered with asbestos panels and tarred cardboard. The courtyards of all the crematoria were separated [p. 27/149] from the outside world by a thick wicker and live hedge, over which straw mats were also spread. In the courtyard, there were watchtowers, from which SS men with machine guns kept vigil; the entire grounds were also surrounded by barbed wire charged with electricity; the courtyards were illuminated by powerful floodlights.

	In May 1944, the SS ordered us to dig five pits in the courtyard of Crematorium V, in the part between the drainage ditch and the crematorium building, in which the corpses of the gassed people from the Hungarian mass transports were cremated. Indeed, a railway track was built between these pits, but we did not use these carts, [because] the SS considered them inconvenient, and the inmates of the Sonderkommando dragged the corpses of the gassed persons from the gas chambers directly to the pits. During this same period, the old Bunker No. 2 and its pits for cremating corpses were put back into operation. I did not personally work in Bunker No. 2. Since it was felt that the pits were better suited for cremating corpses, the crematoria were closed down one by one when cremations in the pits began. First, Crematorium IV was shut down, I think in June 1944, then in October 1944, I think, Crematoria II and III. Crematorium V remained in operation until the retreat of the Germans. Eventually, it was used to cremate the bodies of dead or murdered inmates. The gassing of people ceased in October 1944.

	Today, I am unable to give an exact figure of all the people who were gassed and cremated in the crematoria and pits. Individuals from the crematorium staff secretly wrote down the most dramatic figures and events concerning the gassed persons. These notes were buried in various locations near the crematoria. Some of these notes were dug up during the stay of the Soviet Commission, which took them away. However, the vast majority must still be hidden in the ground, and this material could be recovered. Among other things, there are buried photographs of people gassed in the gas chamber, as well as of a transport that arrived at the crematorium for gassing. According to my assumptions, the total number of persons gassed in the Auschwitz crematoria during the period in which I served in these crematoria as a member of the Sonderkommando, [p. 28/150] is approximately 2 million. During my stay in Auschwitz, I had the opportunity to talk to various inmates who had worked in the crematoria and bunkers of Auschwitz before my arrival there. From them, I learned that by the time I started to work in the crematoria, approximately two million people had already been gassed in Bunkers Nos. I and II or in Crematorium No. I. In total, therefore, I calculate the total number of people gassed at Auschwitz at about 4 million. This figure includes various transports from the most diverse group of European countries, both Jews and Aryans, as well as persons who were assigned from the camp force to be gassed in the course of selections.

	Demolition of the Auschwitz crematoria began in the fall of 1944. The dismantled parts were taken to the siding,85 where they were loaded onto trains. Part of the disassembled crematorium material remained at Auschwitz, and is currently still located in the construction area of the so-called “Bauhof” at Auschwitz I. The Germans did not have time to ship this material. There are the carts I mentioned earlier, also a part of the ventilation system, the frames of the cremation furnaces of Crematoria IV and V, the iron doors of these crematoria [furnaces], the ash boxes, the grates, the iron window grates, the furnace grates, a gas-tight door of a gas chamber, clothes hangers and benches of the undressing room and other metal or wooden parts.

	This concludes the [interrogation] procedure and protocol. Read.
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	1.3. Statement to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow (1945)

	This is the typewritten statement, registered under No. 26, which is titled  “Tauber Hirsch, born in 1917 in Chrzanów” (“Tauber Hirsch ur. w roku 1917 w Chrzanowie”), and consists of four typewritten pages.86 The account is written in the third person. The text is very short and sparse. For this reason, it is preferable to follow the text, written in the first person and more articulate, which appeared in a publication of the just-mentioned Commission in 1945.87 I omit the first page and a half, which narrates earlier personal events of Tauber’s life that do not have a close connection with the vicissitudes of his deportation to Auschwitz, and I add the final lines of the typewritten statement.

	“Revolt in the Crematorium

	From the prison in Montelupi, the train took us to Auschwitz. In our transport, there were women and men. Any attempt to escape on our part generally failed. We entered the Auschwitz area surrounded by SS men. We were brought down [from the railway cars] with sticks and dogs. Some corpses were already lying on the ground as a result of the blows and beatings. Some people took their own lives. The men were separated from the women. I was led to the camp, into a block that was not [yet] completed, which could hold 1,000 people. A drunken chief [Kapo] joined us. We waited there until midnight. At that time, we were taken to Block Aufnahme [admission block]. We were registered and tattooed. The Jews, from whom 20 [young] men and 150 older men were chosen, were taken separately to the Strafkommando [penal squad], where they were hanged in turn, meaning that one hanged the other [mianowicie jeden wieszał drugiego]. All were recorded in books.

	The rest of the transport was transferred to Buna, to the chemical plants I.G. [Farben]. There, we were to spend a three-week quarantine and then go to work. However, during the first week, there were two cases of typhus. We were sent back to Birkenau as contagious elements. We stayed there for one day. The Arbeitsdienst [labor service] requested 25 specialists, blacksmiths, bricklayers, etc., to work there. I introduced myself as a blacksmith. We were taken to the camp, first to Block 11, then to the prison. There, we spent the night in the basement.88 The next day at roll call, we were called, the 25 of us, and taken to the crematorium, where others were also working. We were met with a beating. We had to cremate corpses.

	We worked for four weeks. We stank to high heaven. Of the 25, only 3 remained. [The others] died of beatings and disease. Those who reported sick were already dead the next day. They were poisoned at the hospital. For fear of torture and death, the [sick] men worked with a temperature [fever] of 40 degrees [centigrade = 104°F].

	After four weeks, we were sent back to Birkenau. We were assigned to the Sonderkommando. There, we had to burn the corpses of the gassed people. We worked [there] for 20 months. The transports, exclusively Jewish, arrived continuously. The columns of those condemned to be gassed, they pretended to send to the bath. People were undressed, beaten and pushed into the crematorium with dogs. During the gassing, they were locked up. One could hear [their] screams. After half an hour, they were corpses. Two thousand people perished at a time. Then we would be called to cremate the corpses. There were five crematoria available, and two sites designated for pyres. Between 400 and 1,000 men were assigned to this work. This Kommando[89] was liquidated after a few months, and the men who were in it were gassed. At the most, a few remained.

	After some time, mass transports arrived from Hungary. These people rebelled and threw themselves on the SS. Then, 40 SS men died. A crematorium was blown up, the fences of the women’s camp and other [camp sectors] were cut. The insurgents intended to liberate the entire camp. However, soldiers surrounded the escapees, and 800 people fell. This happened in September 1944. The remaining 190 [men] of this Kommando, who had come out of hiding, were taken to the camp; 100 were rounded up in a transport to be shot. I was among the remaining 90. We were employed in the demolition of the crematorium. From then on, no more cremations took place there. The Kommando for the cremation of corpses had connections with the secret organization of the camp, which in turn had contacts with the outside world. From this organization, we were given information on what to do.

	In this organization, there were also Russians who were in charge of loading broken aircraft. They supplied us with weapons. This Kommando worked in the Union [gunpowder] factory, from where girls procured the powder. Powder was used to make grenades that were used during the uprising. As a result of the uprising, four girls were arrested and hanged. The demolition of the crematorium lasted until 19 January 1945.

	The typewritten statement ends as follows:

	“During the general evacuation [Tauber] escaped from the road [from the marching column]. Before the evacuation, the boss [szef] arrived and ordered to prepare a separate transport. There was confusion, they did not succeed, the camp [lager] from Birkenau to Auschwitz [sic]. There he mingled with the crowd, donned other clothes, and fled.”

	 


2. The Witness Szlama Dragon

	2.1. Statement to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry (26 February 1945)90

	[p. 1/14] Witness Interrogation Protocol

	
		
				26 February 1945

				Operating Army

		

	

	The military examining magistrate of the military prosecutor’s office of the First Ukrainian Front, Captain of [Military] Justice Levin, questioned the below-named as a witness in accordance with Sections 162-168 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic.

	1. Last name, first name, father’s name – Dragon, Szlama

	2. Citizenship – Polish

	3. Ethnicity – Polish Jew

	4. Year and place of birth – 1922, place of birth Żeromin, Warsaw voivodeship

	5. Social background – from craftsmen, my father worked as a tailor.

	6. Degree of education – 4th grade

	7. Party affiliation – /

	8. Family status, family members, and their place of residence – single

	9. Place of work and office held – former inmate of Auschwitz Camp

	10. Military rank and from what year in the Red Army – /

	11. Decorations and honors – /

	12. Participation in combat, when, where and with what rank:

	13. Criminal record – no record

	14. Permanent residence and exact address – Town of Żerominie, 16 Biezuńska Street / Auschwitz Camp,

	The witness, informed of the criminal nature of giving false testimony, or refusing to testify under Section 95 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic, stated:

	[p. 2/15] On 7 December 1942 I was taken to the Auschwitz Camp in the Birkenau Sector with a transport of 2,500 persons. Upon arrival in the Birkenau sector, 400 persons, young and healthy men, of [these] 2,500 persons were selected and sent to the camp, and all remaining women of this number [transport] were sent to be burned in ditches [для сожжения во рвах, dlya sozhzheniya vo rvakh].

	The selection of people for cremation was the responsibility of the SS fascist Mengele, a doctor, and SS [man] Mol [Moll], who directed the mass cremation of people arriving from various countries and of various nationalities, regardless of gender and age.

	The SS-Pljage [Plagge], who had the German rank of Rapportführer, directed the people to the camp who had been selected for work. Mol had the rank of Hauptscharführer.

	On 8 December 1942 I, together with other inmates of the camp, were tattooed – [I received] the number 80359 on my left arm – and were housed in Barracks No. 14.

	On 10 December 1942, the SS men Plage and Mol selected 200 people from among the healthiest men, and told them that those selected would be sent to work in a rubber factory; at the same time all 200 people were given watery cabbage soup as a supplementary ration at night, so as not to arouse suspicion in them in any way about being sent to the rubber factory.

	On 11 December 1942, after all [the others] had been taken from Barracks 14 to work, the Barracks Elder [Blockälteste], a Pole named Jup, announced that all those selected for the rubber factory were to remain in the barracks. Then Mol arrived and, addressing the 200 selected inmates, said that they should all line up to go to work [p. 3/16] at the rubber factory. At the same time, Mol divided those selected into two groups. Each group was escorted by 30 armed SS men and 8 SS men with dogs. It turned out that they had all been deceived: they were not escorted to a rubber factory but taken to two gas chambers [к 2-м газокамерам, k 2-m gazokameram].

	I, who was part of one of the two groups, was taken to the gas chamber which was called Gas Chamber No. 2 [в газокамеру, которая именовалась газокамера N 2, v gazokameru, kotoraya imenovalas’ gazokamera No. 2], the second group was taken to Gas Chamber No. 1.

	At first, none of the 200 people knew that we were going to work at the gas chambers. I and all the others learned about it when we were taken there.

	From Barracks No. 14, all those selected for the Sonderkommando /Special Kommando/ were transferred to Barracks No. 2, which was located approximately one kilometer away from the gas chamber. Barracks No. 2 was fenced off with 1.5-2-meter-high iron wires. SS guards armed with submachine guns escorted the Sonderkommando from the barracks to work and back to the barracks. No member of the Sonderkommando had the right or means to communicate with other camp inmates who were not working in the Sonderkommando; however, some found a way and, risking their lives, made contact with the camp inmates.

	The group that had been brought to work in Gas Chamber No. 2 was divided up by Mol into various jobs: 12 persons were to remove the corpses from the gas chamber itself, among them myself; 30 persons to load the corpses onto the carts, 10 persons to carry the corpses to the carts, 20 persons to throw the corpses into the pits, 28 persons to carry wood to the pits to cremate the corpses, 2 persons to remove the corpses’ gold teeth, rings, earrings, etc., which was done in the presence [p. 4/17] of two SS men, and 2 to cut the women’s hair in the presence of an SS man. Mol personally set the pyres on fire.

	After working one day in Gas Chamber No. 2, I became ill, so I was assigned to cleaning and other work in Barracks No. 2. I worked in the barracks until May 1943, and then I was assigned to the job of collecting bricks from the brick basements and brick half-basements that had been blown up by the Germans. I worked there until February 1944; at the same time, I worked in Gas Chamber No. 2 for about two months; a few days in Gas Chamber No. 1.

	Gas Chambers No. 1 and No. 2 were about 3 kilometers apart in the area of the former settlement of Brzezinka [Birkenau], which had been burned down by the Germans.91 The gas chambers had been converted from two houses, whose windows had been made airtight. In the gas chamber named Gas Chamber No. 1 [в газокамере, именуемой газокамерой N° 1: v gazokamere, imienuemoy gazokameroy No. 1], there were two rooms, in Gas Chamber No. 2, there were 4. About 500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1 were two standard wooden barracks, and at a distance of 150 meters from Gas Chamber No. 2 were two more similar barracks. In these barracks, the men, women and children undressed, and then they were pushed naked into the gas chambers; they were forced in there all together, and with the help of dogs.

	In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corpses were brought out. On the outside of the entrance door was the inscription “To disinfection,” and on the inside of the exit door was the inscription “Entrance to the bathroom.” Next to the door through which people entered was a square opening measuring 40 x 40 cm, through which Zyklon, which contained hydrogen cyanide, was poured into the chamber from a box [sic]. Meanwhile, the SS man donned a gas mask. One can contained 1 kg. The empty cans were taken away by the SS.

	[p. 5/18] In the gas chamber – there were two of them – up to 1,500-1,700 people were pushed. The duration of the gassing was 15-20 minutes. Gas Chamber No. 1 had [an area of] 80 square meters. Zyklon was poured into the chamber through the opening by several SS men, one of whom was named Scheimetz. The removal of the corpses from the chamber, as I have already explained, was carried out in turn by 12 persons, every 15 minutes [they] removed them in [sets of] 6 persons. It was difficult to remain in the gas chamber for more than 15-20 minutes, because the smell of Zyklon, despite the open doors, did not disappear immediately. The clearing of the chamber lasted 2-3 hours. [Then] gold teeth were extracted from the corpses, and rings, earrings, brooches, etc. were also removed, and the women’s hair was cut off.

	In the pockets of the corpses’ clothes, they searched for valuables, especially gold. At the haircut, there was an SS man. 500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1, there were four pits where the people were burned, each 30-35 meters long, 7-8 meters wide and 2 meters deep. The corpses were transported to the pit by five carts on a narrow-gauge railway. Each cart was loaded with 25-30 corpses. The duration of the transit of one cart in both directions [round trip] was about 20 minutes. At all the pits, 110 people worked in shifts day and night. In 24 hours, 7,000-8,000 people were burned in the pits.

	Gas Chamber No. 2 had [an area of] about 100 square meters, each room – there were four – had two doors. Gas Chamber No. 2 could hold 2,000 people. The gassing lasted 15-20 minutes. Zyklon was introduced into each room of Gas Chamber No. 2 in the same manner as in Gas Chamber No. 1. The clearing of the chamber took no more than two hours, because it was carried out through each door; in addition, the narrow-gauge railway ran on both sides of Gas Chamber No. 2, next to the doors; with this railway, the corpses were transported to the pits in 7-8 [p. 6/19] cars. At a distance of 150 meters from Chamber No. 2, there were 6 pits of the exact same size as those [located] at Chamber No. 1. 110-120 people were working at the clearing of Chamber No. 2 and the burning of the corpses. In 24 hours, in all the pits of Gas Chamber No. 2, at least 10,000 people were burned. In 24 hours, in all 10 pits, an average of no [less than] 17,000-18,000 persons were burned, but on certain occasions the number of persons cremated in 24 hours amounted to 27,000-28,000 persons, arriving by transport from various countries and belonging to various nationalities, especially Jews.

	To support the combustion of the pyres, the wood, when lit, was soaked in a liquid – low-quality gasoline – but also human fat. The human fat came from the pits in which people were burned through special channels that went to another small pit, where the fat dripped, which was collected by the SS themselves [сами СС: sami SS].

	In February 1944 I was sent to work in Crematorium No. 4. I have to say that everyone in the Sonderkommando worked in constant fear of death, because the SS men burning the corpses were very perfidious toward those of this Sonderkommando who performed any work regarding gassing and cremation of people. I, and together with me 4 other persons, carried /introduced/ the corpses into the cremation furnaces. The corpses were brought into the furnace on iron stretchers which were placed on frames. On a stretcher, we put 3 and 2 corpses at a time. In each furnace [=muffle], 5 corpses were introduced. The corpses were put into the furnace [=muffle] from the iron stretchers by means of special hooks, after which the stretchers were pulled out. On the territory of the Birkenau sector, there were and operated four crematoria – Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5. Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were [p. 7/20] built in the same manner and had 15 furnaces, Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 were also built in the same manner, but were less capacious in size and technical refinements, and each had 8 furnaces. There were gas chambers in each crematorium, and at the same time, Gas Chamber No. 2 operated, from which the corpses were transported to the pits for cremation. Gas Chamber No. 2 operated mainly when 6-7 transports of people arrived, then the corpses were cremated also on the pyres, and not just in the crematoria.

	Crematorium No. 1 was located on the territory of the Auschwitz-Osvietsim [Oświęcim] Camp. As in Gas Chambers No. 1 and 2, in the gas chambers of the crematoria, the corpses had their gold teeth extracted, earrings and brooches removed, [which were] placed in a special case.

	In the Birkenau Sector, transports of people arrived who were then cremated; they also arrived from other camps, in particular from the “Majdanek” Camp in Lublin. Almost all the Russians were burned, and in the last period, before the arrival of the Red Army and the liberation of the inmates of the Auschwitz Camp, mainly only Russian children were burned, who had been torn away from their parents; the adults instead were used for work in the camp. In particular, many children who had arrived with their parents from Lithuania were burned. Men, women and children were gassed together in the gas chambers. In 24 hours, 10,000-12,000 people were cremated in all the crematoria. At first, the ashes of the cremated corpses were poured into special pits which were then filled with earth, but after some time – after some months, I do not remember [exactly] – the pits were reopened, the ashes were taken out of them and thrown into the river. In the area of the pits that had been filled with ashes, roads were built; however, two pits remained intact, along which the country road runs.

	Around July or August 1944, Crematorium [p. 8/21] No. 4 did not work [anymore], due to a failure of the chimneys.

	In the Birkenau Sector, within the Sonderkommando, there was a group preparing a revolt and the burning of the crematorium. The group was led by a Red-Army colonel, a prisoner of war, who was in contact with a major and a lieutenant belonging to the Sonderkommando. I do not know the surnames of the colonel, the major and the lieutenant; the given name of the PoW lieutenant was Viktor. The group preparing the uprising had procured some [gun] powder and made primitive grenades. The powder had been supplied by prisoners working in war factories that were located near the camp.

	In September or August [sic] 1944 – I do not remember exactly – the management of the crematorium – I do not know how – learned about the preparation of the uprising, and transferred the entire Sonderkommando to Crematorium No. 4, where they stayed for one month. In the first days of October 1944, the group that had prepared the uprising set fire to Crematorium No. 4, killed some SS men, and organized the escape. Among the SS killed was a guard standing on a watchtower, at which the major threw a grenade. At that time, the Sonderkommando counted about 700 people. The camp headquarters organized the capture of those Sonderkommando men who had managed to escape a short distance, and captured them all in a camp [sector] not far from the crematorium, and 500 Sonderkommando men were shot. Approximately two weeks after the uprising and after Crematorium No. 4 had been put out of action, another 100 people from the Sonderkommando were shot, and the remainder were distributed among Crematoria No. 2, No. 3 and No. 5.

	I was transferred to Crematorium No. 2, where I worked at one of the furnaces for about 5-10 days.

	In May, June, July and August 1944, the cremation of corpses was carried out simultaneously in all crematoria and on the pyres in the pits, because [p. 9/22] every day there was a great influx of people – 5-7 transports. In these months, all transports arrived from Hungary. The furnaces of the crematoria alone could not cremate all the people gassed in the gas chambers. At each crematorium, there were storerooms where bodies were put that could not be cremated on the gassing day. In the second half or at the end of October 1944, I do not remember exactly, all gas chambers ceased to operate, and of the operating furnaces of Crematoria Nos. 2, 3 and 5, only Crematorium No. 5 worked. The dead, but especially those who had been shot at the camp, were cremated. The crematoria were heated with coke, the pits with wood.

	I note that the strength of the Sonderkommando was continually replenished with new arrivals, replacing those who had been shot or killed in the gas chambers and then cremated.

	Approximately in August or September 1944, I do not remember exactly, 200 persons of the Sonderkommando were led on foot to the “Osvietsim” Main Camp and gassed during the night. The same night, all the remaining Sonderkommando were sent to a barracks, and the 200 gassed persons were cremated by the SS themselves. I was informed of it two or three weeks after the cremations. In November 1944, the demolition of all crematoria began. Particularly from the furnaces, the structures of the muffles were dismantled and taken somewhere else. Then, notches were broken [holes were drilled] through the walls of the crematoria, into which explosive charges were placed, but in this way, they did not succeed in blowing up the crematoria, so other methods began to be used, and Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 were blown up; No. 5 was blown up a day or two after the retreat.

	[p. 10/23] On 18 January 1945, I was evacuated from the camp with 100 men of the Sonderkommando in the direction of Germany, but I escaped on 20 January 1945.

	I note that, after the uprising organized by the Sonderkommando group, the SS hanged four girls, inmates of the camp, for providing them with explosive materials – the powder for those who had organized the uprising.

	Among the 500 Sonderkommando men shot was a Jew from the town of Luna, Gradowski, who unbeknownst to the SS kept [a notebook with] a record of the transports with the people who arrived and were burned.

	In the last months before the Sonderkommando set fire to Crematorium No. 4, Gradowski, fearing that someone from the Sonderkommando would discover the writings [he had] always with him, began to hide the writings in the ground so that they would be preserved. To me personally, Gradowski handed over some of his writings, which he put inside a German canteen, to hide them, which I buried in the ground; I can point to this place. This was in October or September 1944. I also know where the grenades were buried that were made by the Sonderkommando groups that had prepared the uprising and the escape. I can point to this place.

	Question: How were the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3 set up, and how did the poisoning of persons take place there?

	Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, there was one gas chamber which was located in one of the underground rooms of the crematorium, and was about 30 meters long. The second underground room, 50 meters long, was used as an undressing room for the people, before the Germans took them to the [p. 11/24] gas chamber.

	In order to pour Zyklon into the chamber, four square openings were arranged on the roof of the chamber in the manner of a chessboard, above which stood a low square chimney, about 30 cm high, which was covered by a layer of felt and a heavy removable concrete lid. Beneath these openings,92 in the gas chamber, false columns were installed resembling the real ones present there. These false columns were internally empty, and their walls were made of iron plate [нз листового железа: iz listovogo zheleza] with perforations, like the common grates that covered the ventilation openings. In the gas chamber, there were also false showers – shower devices [showerheads] – which were used to deceive people entering the gas chamber, so that it would appear to the people that they were really going to bathe there. Ventilation was provided in the gas chamber. The entrance door could be closed hermetically. If necessary, the gas chambers were heated with transportable coke burners [выносными коксовы жаровнями, vynosnymi koksovy zharovnyami].

	The poisoning of the people who had arrived at the crematorium took place in the following way: from the undressing room, the naked people were crowded very tightly into the chamber, because dogs were set upon them. When the entire gas chamber was tightly packed with people, the door was closed hermetically, and for a few minutes the ventilators sucked the air out of the chamber. Then the fans were turned off, and an SS man opened the box with Zyklon, climbed onto the roof, moved the lid of the opening described above, and poured Zyklon into the chamber through the opening.

	After about 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration93 ventilators were started, the poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was opened.

	Since there were so many people in the gas chamber [p. 12/25], their bodies remained upright after the poisoning, because there was no place to fall, i.e., the bodies were tightly packed together.

	Question: Tell how the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5 were set up, and how the process of poisoning people took place there.

	Answer: In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there was an annex construction about 20 meters long. Inside, this construction was divided by walls into three parts, each of which was a gas chamber. In order to pour the Zyklon, on the outer walls of the gas chambers, at a height of about 2 meters, were arranged hatches with grilles [люки с решотками, lyuki s reshyotkami], which could be closed hermetically with covers. In each gas chamber, there were two doors that could be closed hermetically. Adjacent to the gas chambers, through a corridor, was the undressing room, the size of which was equal to the area94 of all three gas chambers [together], i.e., 12 x 20 meters. Depending on the number of those who entered, they were poisoned simultaneously in two, three chambers. The process of poisoning people was carried out in a similar way as in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 2-3. The difference was only that the SS poured Zyklon through the aforementioned hatches in the wall, not through the roof as in Crematoria 2-3. Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4-5, there was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was done by opening the doors and [window] openings. After poisoning, the corpses could be taken away in two directions: they were either deposited in the undressing room or, as was done for some time in Crematorium No. 5, they were taken through the outer doors into the crematorium courtyard, where they were burned on pyres. When the undressing room was full of corpses and another [p. 13/26] group of people arrived at that time, they were undressed [sic] in the courtyard of the crematorium, and then poisoned in the gas chambers in the usual manner.

	Question: Do you know when Crematorium No. 1 stopped working?

	Answer: Crematorium No. 1 was closed down, and cremation stopped in March 1943.

	Question: For how long was each of Crematoria Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 used?

	Answer: Crematorium No. 2 was put into operation in March 1943, on the very day of the arrival of the first transport of people from Krakow /Poland/, and was used up to and including October 1944; in November 1944, the Germans started demolishing the crematorium.

	Crematorium No. 3 was put into operation in April 1943, and was used up to and including October 1944; its demolition began in November 1944.

	Crematorium No. 4 was put into operation at the end of March 1943, and was used up to and including August 1944; a part of it burned down at the beginning of October 1944, [and] in October 1944 – but it may have been November 1944 – I do not remember exactly, its demolition began.

	Question: How many Sonderkommando workers were employed in the crematorium, how was the work distributed among them, and how many shifts were there?

	Answer: In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, 60 camp inmates, who had been assigned to the Sonderkommando, normally worked in each shift. A shift worked for 12 hours. In 24 hours, there were two shifts. These 60 workers in Crematoria Nos. 2-3 were assigned to perform certain work as follows:

	1. Collecting the stuff left in the undressing room, loading it onto cars [trucks] and [p. 14/27] tidying up the room: 15 men.

	2. Removing the bodies from the room and transporting them to the freight elevator: 15 men.

	3. Placing [the bodies] on the freight elevator: 2 men.

	4. Barbers / cutting the hair of the women’s corpses: 4 men.

	5. Dentists / extraction gold teeth from corpses: 2 men.

	6. Operating the gasifiers: 2 men.

	7. Operating the freight elevator for the corpses: 2 men.

	8. Picking up the corpses from the freight elevator: 2 men.

	9. Moving the corpses to the muffles: 2 men.

	10. Loading the muffles, two groups of 5 men: 10 men.

	11. Helpers of the overseer: 4 men.

	In Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, 20 persons worked in one shift. For all four crematoria, there were also three goldsmiths who melted down the gold teeth from the corpses.

	I cannot state anything else; the report in my own words was transcribed exactly, was read to me, and I signed it. Signature.

	The interrogation was carried out in the presence of the interpreter, former Auschwitz camp inmate Dr. Steinberg, who was advised of the responsibility for false translations. The translation was performed from Polish to Russian.

	The translator: signature

	Interrogated by: the Military Investigative Judge of the Guard, Captain of [Military] Justice Levin.

	In good faith, Military Investigative Judge of the Guard, Captain of [Military] Justice Levin.

	2.2. Statement to the Investigating Judge Jan Sehn (10-11 May 1945)95

	[p. 1/102] Protocol

	Auschwitz, 10 and 11 May 1945. The investigating judge of the Krakow District, Jan Sehn, member of the Commission of Inquiry into German-Hitlerite Crimes in Oświęcim, at the initiative and in the presence of the Member of this Commission Deputy Prosecutor of the Krakow District Court Edward Pęchalski, and with the participation of the expert Dr. Jan Zygmunt Robel, in accordance with Section 254 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, questioned as a witness the former inmate no. 80359 of the German concentration camp in Auschwitz, who stated the following:

	My name is Szlama Dragon, born on 19 March 1920 in Żeromin, Sierpc District, son of Daniel and Małka Beckerman, both deceased, unmarried, tailor, of Mosaic religion, Polish nationality and Polish citizenship, residing before arrest in Żeromin, Biezuńska Street No. 16, now I will probably settle in Żeromin, Mławska 10.

	I arrived in Oświęcim on 7 December 1942 by train, in a transport of 2,500 Jews of different genders and ages from the Mława Ghetto. At the station, this transport was received by Lagerführer Plage [Ludwig Plagge, SS Oberscharführer], Raportführer Palitsch [Rapportführer Palitzsch] and Camp Physician Mengele. Already at the station, they carried out the selection, separating the women and children into one group, the men into another. From the group of men, 400 persons were selected. I was also in this group. The 400 of us were taken on foot to Brzezinka [Birkenau]. The rest, i.e., all the women and children and the men who were not part of our group, were taken by cars [autami] in an unknown direction, however, outside the camp. Our group was housed in Block 3 of that camp section, which was later turned into a women’s camp. Then, I was transferred in succession to Block 22, to the old “Sauna,” and to Block 14 of this same camp sector. On 9 December 1942, in the evening, Moll, Plage, Palitsch and Siwy,96 as well as Arbeitseinsatz[führer] Mikus97 came to Block 14. Moll declared that he was going to make a selection of workers [p. 2/103] for a rubber factory. Each of us approached him, Moll asked him his profession, observed him carefully; if he was healthy and strong, he assigned him to this group who, according to his statements, were to go to work in the rubber factory. My brother and I declared that we were tailors by profession, and [we] were also assigned to this group established then by Moll and his comrades.

	On the morning of the next day, i.e., 10 December 1942, immediately after all of the Kommandos [komando] had left for work, Moll came to Block 14 and ordered: “Sonderkommando raus [outside].” From this we learned that we were part of a certain “Sonderkommando,” and not of the Kommando assigned to the rubber factory. We did not realize what that Sonderkommando was, because no one had explained it to us. On Moll’s orders, we presented ourselves in front of the block, where SS men surrounded us and led us out of the camp in two groups of 100 people. We were taken to a forest, where there was a masonry cottage [chałupa], covered by a thatched roof. The windows were bricked up. On the door leading into this house was fixed a sheet-metal plate with the inscription “Hochspannung – Lebensgefahr” [High Voltage – Danger of Death]. Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 meters from that little house. On the other side there were 4 pits, with dimensions of 30 meters long, 7 meters wide and 3 meters deep. The edges of these pits were sooty and burned. We were lined up in front of the house; Moll came over and told us that we would work there cremating old and lice-infested people; as for us, we would be fed; at night we would be taken back to the camp, and we would have to work, because otherwise those who did not want to work would be beaten and would be left to the [= mistreated with] sticks and dogs. The SS men who were escorting us actually had dogs. Then we were divided into various groups. I, along with 11 others, was assigned to the group that, as it turned out later, had to extract the corpses from that little house. All 12 of us were fitted with [gas] masks and led to the door of the cottage. Moll opened this door, and only then did we see that in this small house lay naked corpses of people of various ages and both genders. Moll ordered us to transport these corpses from inside the house to the courtyard in front of the door. We began to work in this manner, four of us carrying one corpse. This irritated Moll, [who] rolled up his sleeves and threw a corpse in front of the door into the courtyard. When we declared in spite of this lesson that we could not manage to work like this, he divided us up into groups of two. As the corpses were lying in the courtyard, a dentist, assisted by an SS man, pulled out the [gold] teeth, a barber – supervised by an SS man – cut the hair, [p. 3/104] then another group loaded the corpses onto carts [na wózki /rollwagen/[sic]. These carts were placed on narrow rails [a narrow-gauge track] that went all the way to the edge of the pits. These rails ran between two pits. Another group was engaged in preparing the pits to burn the corpses. At the bottom of the pits, they first placed large [pieces of] wood, then smaller and smaller wood [pieces] in a crisscross pattern, and finally dry branches. Another group picked up the corpses brought in on carts at the edge of the pits, and threw them into the pits. When all the corpses had been transported from the cottage to the pits, Moll sprayed these corpses with petroleum at the four corners of the pit, set fire to a rubber comb and threw it into an oil-soaked spot. The fire flared up and the corpses burned. While Moll lit [the pyre], we stood in front of the house and watched carefully. After all the corpses had been removed from the house, we had to clean it thoroughly, wash the floor with water, then sprinkle it with sawdust and whitewash the walls. This house inside was divided by cross walls into four rooms. One [the first], which could hold 1,200 undressed people, in the second one 700 people entered, in the third 400, and in the fourth 200-250. In the first room, the largest one, there were two small windows in the wall. The other three had one small window each. These windows were closed by wooden shutters. Each room had a separate entrance. On the entrance door was posted a sign, which I mentioned earlier, with the inscription “Hochspannung – Lebensgefahr”. This inscription was only visible when the entrance door was closed. When the door was open, this inscription could not be seen, but one could see the second inscription “Zum baden [sic]” [To the bathroom]. Those gassed [sic] who were inside the chamber could see another inscription placed on the exit door of the chamber. This sign read “Zur Desinfektion” [To Disinfection]. Behind the door on which this last inscription could be seen, there was of course no disinfection, because it was the exit door of the chamber through which we carried the corpses to the yard. Each chamber had a separate exit door. The chamber I described was accurately drawn on the basis of my statements by Engineer Nosal, from Oświęcim. This chamber was called Bunker No. 2 [Komorę tę nazywano Bunkrem nr. 2].

	Apart from it, at a distance of about half a kilometer, there was another chamber that was called Bunker No. 1 [druga komora, oznaczona jako bunker nr. 1]. It was also a brick house, but it consisted of only two chambers, which together could hold less than 2,000 undressed people. These rooms had only an entrance door and a small window each [po jednym okienku]. In the vicinity of Bunker 1 was a small barn and 2 barracks. The pits were located far away, and tracks for carts led to them.

	In the evening of the first day, after the end of work, we were brought back to the camp. We were not placed in Block 14, from [p. 4/105] which we had been sent to work, but in Block 2. This block also included the other group, which, as it turned out, had been working that day in Bunker No. 1. This block was enclosed and surrounded by a wall to isolate it from the other blocks. We were not allowed to communicate with the inmates in another block.

	Not the entire Kommando was used for gassing the people. The gassing took place mainly at night. At that time, about 20 people from our Kommando were chosen to help with this work. As a rule, in fact, the gassing was carried out by the SS themselves. This was done in the following way: people were brought to the barracks by truck [samochodami, vehicles]. We, who had been assigned to assist, helped the sick to get off the vehicles and undress in the barracks. In fact, everyone who had been brought [there] undressed in the barracks. The barracks and the space between the barracks and the chamber were surrounded by SS men with dogs. The people, after undressing, went naked from the barracks to the chamber. The SS men standing by the front door pushed them in with clubs. When the chamber was full of people, the SS closed the door, and Mengele ordered his aide, Rottenführer Scheinmetz, to begin the gassing. He said, “Scheinmetz mach das fertig” [Scheinmetz, finish the job]. Then Scheinmetz took a gas can, a hammer and a special knife out of the Red-Cross car, which followed every transport of inmates destined for gassing, put on the [gas] mask, opened the can with the help of the knife and the hammer, poured its contents into the chamber through the small window. Then he closed the window and took the can, hammer, knife and mask back to the car. The Germans among themselves called this car “Sanker.”98 I myself heard Mengele several times ask his aide: “Ist der Sanker da?” [Is the Sanker here?]. After this, Mengele and the adjutant left in the medical car, and we were driven back to the block.

	I do not know how it was at first, but later, after such a night-time gassing had been carried out, SS guards remained at the bunker and especially at the barracks. In fact, it happened that, when such a bunker was left unguarded until the morning, the crates with the gold teeth, which were kept in the barracks together with other things, had been stolen. The corpses of the gassed persons lay in the bunker until morning, when the Kommando arrived and burned them. The course of the cremation was like the one I described in [connection with] my first day of work in Bunker No. 2. The next day, a special Kommando took away the things left in the barracks from those gassed, sorted them, and transported them to the Effektenkammer [personal-effects warehouse] in Oświęcim. We emptied the ash pits generally about 48 hours after cremation. In the ashes, there were remnants of bones; you could see [p. 5/106] skulls, knees, and long bones. We threw the ashes with shovels over the edge of the pit; cars [trucks] arrived on which the ashes were loaded and taken to the River Soła [River]. We were also employed to unload the ashes from the cars at the River Soła. Of course, this was done under the supervision of the SS. We had to cover the ground between the car and the water with tarpaulins so that no ashes would fall on the ground. The SS ordered us to throw the ashes into the water so that they were swept away by the current and did not settle to the bottom. After unloading the vehicle, we shook the dust off the tarpaulin into the water, and carefully swept the entire unloading site with brooms.

	When the chamber was opened, the corpses of those gassed lay mostly sprawled out. When they were crowded together, they were lying on top of each other, leaning against one other, some of them standing upright with their trunks inclined. In very many cases, I saw white drool on the mouths of the gassed people. In the chamber, after the opening, it was very hot, and you could feel the gas; it was suffocating, and it was sweet in the mouth, pleasant. The gas cans were made of metal, with a yellow label. They were the same as those used later in the crematorium. In the two bunkers, first of all, people who arrived with transports from Poland were gassed as well as Lithuanians, Frenchmen and Jews from Berlin. Bunker No. 1 was already completely demolished in 1943. After the construction of the crematorium called No. 2 in Brzezinka, the barracks at Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the pits were filled in. The bunker itself was maintained until the end, and after a very long pause, it was used again for the gassing of the Hungarian Jews. Then new barracks were built and [more] pits were dug. At that time, they worked in two shifts in this bunker, meaning day and night. I myself worked there two days, I think. During this period, we pulled the corpses out of the bunker chambers shortly after the gassing had ended, so that it also happened that, when we entered the chambers, we could still hear moans, especially when we grabbed a corpse by the hands and pulled it out of the chambers. Once we found a living child in the chamber. The child’s head was also wrapped in a pillow. When we moved the pillow away, it turned out that the child had its eyes open and gave the impression of being alive. We took this child along with the pillow to Moll, telling him that the child was alive. Moll snatched it from us [grabbing it] by the arm, took it to the edge of a pit, laid it on the ground, put his heel on its neck, and then threw it into the fire. I saw this whole scene with my own eyes and noticed that, at the moment when Moll put [the boot] on the child’s neck, the child moved its arms. The whole time, this child did not cry out; I cannot say whether it was breathing, because I did not examine it, however [p. 6/107] it struck us that it looked different from the lifeless corpses.

	The capacity of Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 was about 4,000 people. Bunker No. 2 could hold over 2,000 people in all of its gas chambers at the same time, Bunker No. 1 less than 2,000.

	In 1943, we were transferred from the Women’s Camp to the BIId Camp, and housed there first in Block 13, then in Block 11. In the fall of the same year, I was again employed in the Sonderkommando. In between my work at the bunkers [and his reassignment to the Sonderkommando] I was employed in the Abbruchkommando [Demolition Squad].

	I worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned to work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time the furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation [piece krematorium nr. V, nie były jeszcze wówczas czynne]. This crematorium was not put into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian Jews began to arrive. The work in the crematorium was directed by Moll; Kommandoführer Gorger99 carried out his orders; another Kommandoführer was Eckhardt;100 the SS [men] Kurzschluss101 and Gutas102 stood guard. This crematorium was built identically to Crematorium IV. These two crematoria had 4 furnaces on two sides. Three corpses were placed in each furnace. Undressing rooms and gassing chambers /bunkry [bunker]/ were located at ground level. In these crematoria, the gassing itself took place as in Bunkers No. 1 and 2. The persons were brought to these crematoria by automobiles [trucks], and later, after the activation of the railway branch line to Brzezinka, they were also taken on foot from the railway ramp to Crematoria IV and V. They arrived, entered the undressing room, Gorger pushed them forward telling them, “Do it faster, because food and coffee will get cold.” People were in fact asking for water. Gorger replied to them that the water was cold, they could not drink it, so that they would hurry, and, when they came out of the bathroom, they would receive tea, which was ready for them. When everyone was now in the undressing room, Moll stood on a bench and gave a speech to the people assembled. He told them that they would go to the camp, where the strong would be sent to work, the sick and the women would remain in the blocks. At the same time, he pointed to the buildings in Brzezinka and said that, before entering the camp, everyone had to bathe, because otherwise the camp authorities would not let them in. When everyone had undressed, they were pushed naked into the gas chamber. At first, there were 3 gas chambers, but later a fourth was installed. The first could hold 1,500, the second 800, the third 600, and the fourth 150 people. From the undressing room, people passed into the rooms through a narrow corridor. The rooms were marked “Zur Desinfektion” [To Disinfection]. When the room was full, the door was closed. This was done by the SS guards, very often Moll personally. Then, Mengele gave the order to Scheinmetz, who, as in the bunkers, went to the Red-Cross vehicle, took out the gas [p. 7/108] can, opened it and poured its contents into the chamber through a small window in the side wall. This little window was quite high, so that he reached it [by climbing] up a [step] ladder. And here, too, as at the bunkers, he did it with a mask. After a while, Mengele announced that the people were no longer alive, saying: “Es ist schon fertig” [It is already done], and he left in the Red-Cross car together with Scheinmetz.

	Then Moll opened the door to the gas chamber, we put on our masks, and dragged the corpses from the individual chambers through a small corridor into the undressing room, and through the undressing room and the next small corridor to the furnaces. In the first corridor, which was next to the entrance door, the barbers cut the hair, in the second corridor the dentists pulled out the [gold] teeth. In front of the furnaces, we put the corpses on metal stretchers, which we then introduced into the furnace on rollers installed at the furnace doors. We placed the corpses on the stretchers in this way: when the first one lay with its head forward, we placed the second one with its head back. In each furnace we loaded three corpses. When we loaded the third corpse, those [the two corpses] introduced earlier were already burning. I saw that the arms of these corpses rose, then the legs rose. Besides, we were proceeding very quickly, and I could not accurately observe the entire burning process. We had to hurry, because if the extremities of these already burning corpses rose strongly, we had difficulties getting the third corpse into the furnace [=muffle]. We used the stretchers in this way: two inmates lifted the stretcher, one by the end farther from the furnace, the other by the end that entered the furnace first. After the stretcher was introduced, one of the inmates held the corpse in place with a long poker, we called it a hoe [gracą], forked at the end, and two other [inmates] pulled the stretcher out from underneath the corpse. After loading the furnace, we closed the door and loaded the next furnace. The cremation took 15-20 minutes. After that time, we opened the doors of the furnaces and introduced more corpses.

	During the period when the Hungarian transports arrived, we worked at Crematorium V in two shifts. The day shift from 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, the night shift from 6:30 pm to 6:30 am the next day. This work lasted 3 months. However, as the crematoria were not very productive, pits were dug next to Crematorium V for the cremation of the gassed Hungarians. There were 3 larger and 2 smaller pits. The burning process in the pits at Crematorium V was the same as at Bunkers 1 and 2. Also here, Moll was the one who set fire to the corpses. The ashes were extracted from the pits in the same way as at the bunkers, crushed into powder with special tampers, and brought to the River Soła. The ashes from the crematorium were at first buried in pits dug for this purpose. Then, however, at the beginning of the Russian offensive, Hoss [Höss] ordered the cremation ashes to be extracted from these pits and [p. 8/109] to be taken to the Sola as well.

	Due to scheduling conflicts, the questioning of the witness was interrupted on 11 May 1945 at 5 p.m.
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	17 May 1945 in Oświęcim. The witness Szlama Dragon /[already] known in the proceedings/ continues to state the following.

	The chambers of Crematorium No. 5 used for gassing were about 2.5 meters high. Anyway, with my arm raised high, I could not touch the ceiling. From the top of the door to the ceiling, there was still 70 cm. An adult man of average height could reach with his arm raised to the lower edge of the opening of the small window through which the contents of a Cyklon can were poured into the chamber. Scheinmetz, however, had a special ladder on which he stood when pouring the Cyklon into the chamber. Other SS men, whose surnames I do not know, also performed this operation at various times. I know Scheinmetz’s surname from the fact that he had initially been Kommandoführer of our Sonderkommando. I do not know his first name. He was a man of medium height, shorter than me, blond, I think he was about 26 years old. He always had at [his] service girls from Slovakia. I don’t know whether he spoke to them in Slovak or in German. The head of Crematoria IV and V and Bunker No. 2 was Hauptscharführer Moll. He was a man of medium height, with a strong body build, blond, combed with a part. I believe he was about 37 years old. His wife and two children /a son about 10 years old and a younger daughter about 7 years old/ lived in Oświęcim. Lagerarzt Mengele very often witnessed the gassing. He was a man of my height, I think he was about 40 years old, with brown hair. He always arrived in the medical car carrying the Cyklon and, like the other inmates employed in the Sonderkommando, I saw that during the gassing of the people he stood by the door [p. 9/110] leading to the gas chamber. This door was equipped with a peephole. When the gassing was over, the door was opened on Mengele’s order. When the bodies were removed from the chamber, Mengele was already gone, because he left immediately after ascertaining that the victims had been gassed, and giving the order to open the gas-chamber door. He drove away in this same medical car. I never saw Mengele examine the people who were going to the gas chamber or observe or examine the bodies of the gassed victims.

	At the beginning of May 1944, the gassing and cremation of Hungarian Jewish transports began in Crematorium V. The gassed bodies of some of the first transports were cremated in the furnaces of Crematorium IV, because the chimneys of Crematorium V were damaged at the time. Eventually, the Hungarian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose near the building of Crematorium No. V. Five pits were dug there, 25 meters long, 6 meters wide and 3 meters deep. About 5,000 people were burned in the pits every day. However, since [more and] more Hungarian Jews were arriving by transport, Bunker No. 2 was put back into operation, and people were gassed and burned there. I do not know how many people were burned every day at this bunker, because during the period in which the Hungarian Jews were cremated there, I was not working at Bunker No. 2. Both the Sonderkommando working in Crematorium V and the Sonderkommando working in Bunker No. 2 worked in two shifts: day and night. This work lasted for the months of May and June. Based on my observations, I calculate that approximately 300,000 Hungarian Jews were cremated in Crematorium No. V during these two months. These people were driven to Crematorium V on foot, directly from the Brzezinka unloading ramp. Among them were men, women and children of all ages. When these transports arrived in the crematorium area, we were locked up in two small rooms specifically designated for this. It was a matter of not letting us talk to these people, and not revealing to them what fate awaited them. It did happen, however, that someone in the transport felt weak along the way. Under an SS escort, we had to take him to the crematorium area. In such situations, we spoke more than once with the sick people we were accompanying. Most of them did not know that they were going to [their] death, and when we told them that they were going to the crematorium, they did not believe us. I remember that in 1943, 70,000 Greek Jews were cremated in Crematoria II-V. I remember this figure because the Kommandoführer of Crematoria II and III, Keler [Keller], threatened us before the arrival of these transports, saying that for us the good times were over, because within a short time, a transport [sic] would arrive from Greece numbering 70,000 people. He told us [p. 10/111] this because just before the gassing of these people from the Greek transports, there had been a pause in the work of the crematoria, and we had not worked hard. As for the other nationalities, I do not have any figures and cannot state how many of the victims gassed and cremated at the Oświęcim Camp pertain to individual countries and nations. I calculate the number of those gassed in the two bunkers and four crematoria at over 4 million. This was also the opinion of the other prisoners employed in the Sonderkommando. The Schreiber [scribe] of our commando, Sauman [Salmen] Gradowski, a native of Grodno, wrote some notes, in which, based on the information provided by the inmates working in all the crematoria, he wrote down the number of persons gassed and burned in the individual crematoria and described what the prisoners of the Sonderkommando had gone through. Gradowski was shot in October 1944 during the uprising. Back then, 500 inmates of the Sonderkommando, which at that time numbered 700 inmates, were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium No. II, another 100 in Crematorium No. III, and 500 in Crematorium No. IV. The diaries of this Gradowski, which were buried in the barbed-wire-fenced area of Crematorium II, I dug up [myself] and handed them over to the Soviet commission. They were a notebook and a letter addressed to the unknown finder. By order of the Soviet Commission, all the writings found, which had been written in Hebrew, were translated into Russian by the inmate physician Dr. Gordon. The Soviet commission took these materials with them. I know that other documents and records were buried in the area belonging to Crematorium No. II, and that the pits with the ashes of the corpses of the persons cremated in this crematorium were covered with earth. One must look for these things in front of the cremation furnaces. I cannot point to the exact place, because after the destruction of the crematorium, the situation there changed, the ground was leveled already during the time of the Germans, so I lost my orientation. I did not participate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. II and III. Zisner and Mandelbaum were employed there. Tauber worked with me, and prior to his transfer to Brzezinka, [he had worked] also at Crematorium No. I in Oświęcim.

	In the Sonderkommando that served in the two bunkers before my assignment to the new Sonderkommando established in December 1942, there were mostly Slovaks working. As I stated earlier, the Sonderkommando to which I was assigned consisted of 200 prisoners. Within a short period of time, it grew to 400. Later, 200 inmates of this Sonderkommando [p. 11/112] were transferred to Lublin, from where 20 Russians arrived at the Sonderkommando. From these Russians, we learned that the 200 men transferred to Lublin had been shot there. In 1943, 200 Greeks, and in 1944, 500 Hungarians were assigned to our Sonderkommando. In October 1944, 500 inmates were shot, specifically 400 in the courtyard of Crematorium No. IV, and 100 in the field next to Crematorium No. II. This same month, Moll selected about 200 inmates of the Sonderkommando, who were taken to Oświęcim and, as we were later informed by the inmates employed in Kanada [warehouse], were gassed in the chamber used for fumigating items in the “Kanada” warehouse. In November 1944, 100 Sonderkommando prisoners were transferred to Gross Rosen. At least so we were told. However, they left on a punitive transport. After all these losses, there remained little more than 100 of us in the Sonderkommando. Crematorium No. V was in operation until the last days of the Germans’ stay at the camp, and was blown up with dynamite by them shortly before their withdrawal. This took place on 20 January 1945. During the last days, only those who died or were killed at the camp were cremated in this crematorium. Gassings of people were no longer carried out. At this time, the crematorium was run by 30 inmates of the Sonderkommando; the rest were engaged in the demolition of Crematoria II and III. I [also] worked on the demolition.

	At the end of May 1944, I was transferred together with the entire Sonderkommando from Block 11 of Sector BIId to Crematorium No. IV, where I stayed until October 1944. As I stated earlier, in October 1944, approximately 700 inmates of the Sonderkommando were housed in this crematorium. As the crematoria no longer needed so many people for service at this time, we feared that we would all be gassed, so we decided to organize an uprising. We had been planning it for a long time; we had contacts and liaison men with the [outside] world; we had manufactured grenades; we had weapons and a camera, and we were waiting for the beginning of the third Soviet offensive. In fact, we thought that our action would have a chance of success only in case of an offensive. In October, our situation seemed dangerous, so we decided not to hesitate; we just went into action. I do not remember the exact date, it was a Saturday, when we threw ourselves on the SS guards; 12 SS [men] were wounded. It seems that there were deaths among them as well. At the same time, the inmates of the Sonderkommando quartered in Crematorium II went into action. In Crematorium No. III, the Sonderkommando was unable to start the action. In the area [p. 12/113] of our crematorium, SS reinforcements immediately arrived; a couple of companies surrounded the entire area; approximately 500 inmates were shot, and the others managed to save themselves by hiding. I hid under a pile of wood, and Tauber in the chimney ducts [w ciągach komina] of Crematorium No. V. All of us who remained alive were transferred and quartered in Crematorium No. III. We were kept alive because at that time an investigation was carried out to uncover our entire organization. However, they did not succeed, in spite of frequent searches of people’s personal belongings and lodgings, because after the failure of the uprising we buried all our materials, especially the grenades, and abandoned our conspiratorial activities. I stayed in Crematorium III until November 1944. Later, the entire Sonderkommando was transferred to Camp BIId. I was in Block 13. From October 1944 onwards, i.e., after the uprising I described, I worked on the demolition of the crematoria, in particular the dismantling of Crematorium IV. This crematorium had been burnt down during the uprising, so we only demolished the walls. The metal parts of this crematorium were transported to Oświęcim, where they are still in the Bauhof. The other inmates of the Sonderkommando were employed at this time in the demolition of Crematoria Nos. II and III. Demolition of these crematoria began in November 1944 and, as we were told, [reusable parts] were to be transported to Gross Rosen. The metal parts of these crematoria, the doors, ventilation systems, benches, stairs and other parts are still at the Bauhof.

	I note that in Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 as well as in Crematoria No. IV and V, doors and window shutters of the same type were installed. They were made of thick, heavy wood, [with boards] interlocked, with the joints lined with felt that sealed tightly. The doors were closed with two large iron handles, which were clamped with screws for airtightness. The doors of the bunkers did not have peepholes for inspection. The doors leading to the gas chambers in all crematoria /II-V/ were equipped with such peepholes. Crematoria II and III had no wooden shutters, because in the gas chambers of these crematoria, the Cyklon was poured through openings in the ceiling. These openings were closed by concrete plates [płytami betonowymi].

	I submit schematic sketches of Bunkers Nos. 1 and 2 as well as of Crematorium No. IV. Crematorium No. IV was built identically and located symmetrically to Crematorium No. V. Please attach the submitted sketches to the present protocol for [p. 13/114] adequate clarification and understanding of the contents of my statements.

	I remained in Block 13 of Camp BIId until the beginning of January 1945. Then I was transferred with the entire Sonderkommando to Block 16, from where we were sent by transport on 18 January in the direction of the Reich. We went on foot, and in the vicinity of Pszczyna, I managed to escape from the transport together with Tauber. Together with me, the entire Sonderkommando, i.e., over 100 people, had left Oświęcim. I do not know who of them remained alive. In the last few days, Mosiek van Kleib, a Dutchman, returned and left for his homeland without stopping. Among the inmates of the Sonderkommando who left Oświęcim were, among others, Zawek Chrzan from Gostynin, Samuel – French, Leibel from Grodno, Lemko from Czernowy Bór, Dawid Nencel from Rypin, Moszek and Jankel Weingarten from Poland, Sender from Berlin, Moryc from Greece, Abraham Dragon from Żeromin, Serge – French /Blockältester/, Abo from Grodno, Becker Berek from Łuna, Kuzyn from Radom, and others whose names I don’t remember.

	Currently I plan to settle in Żeromin and begin work in my profession. I assume that my brother will also return [there], and we will work together. I am waiting to be called for military service. After the vicissitudes at the camp, I am completely exhausted nervously, and wish to finally return to a normal life, get out of the camp atmosphere, and forget everything I went through in Oświęcim.

	Read. – The protocol is hereby closed.
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	2.3. Statement of 22 February 1957

	On 22 February 1957, Shlomo Dragon appeared before Dr. E. Cerf, presumably a notary, to make a declaration in order to benefit from the German program of compensations for former deportees. He wrote in the document in question:103

	“Vor dem Kriege war ich völlig gesund.

	Bis zu meiner Verbringung ins KZ- Auschwitz im Jahre 1942 war ich noch vollkommen gesund. Im KZ- Auschwitz zwangsarbeitete ich beim Abbruch-Kommando ausserhalb des Lagers.

	Anfang 1944 wurde ich eines Tages als ich mich bei der Zwangsarbeit befand von Oberscharführer Moll mit einem dicken Stock ueber den Kopf so heftig geschlagen, dass ich blutenden Kopfes ohnmaechtig zu Boden fiel. Juedische Mithaeftlinge brachten mich dann in das Lager zurueck, wo ich von einem juedischen Mithaeftlingsarzt einen Kopfverband bekam; nach Anlegen des Verbandes verblieb ich 2-3 Tage krank in der Baracke liegen. Da ich Angst vor Vergasung hatte, meldete ich mich trotz heftiger Schmerzen wieder zur Arbeit. Seither litt ich an Kopfschmerzen und Schwindel sowie Uebelkeit und haeufigen Anfaellen von Bewusstlosigkeit. Meine Zwangsarbeit konnte ich nur mit Hilfe der Mithaeftlinge verrichten. Dieser Zustand dauerte bis zu meiner Befreiung im Jahre 1945.

	Nach meiner Befreiung fuhr ich nach Warschau, um nach Verwandten zu suchen. Ich stand hier in aerztlicher Privatbehandlung”.

	“I was completely healthy before the war.

	Until my transfer to the Auschwitz Concentration Camp in 1942, I was still completely healthy. In the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, I was forced to work in the Demolition Squad outside the camp.

	One day in early 1944, while I was doing forced labor, Oberscharführer Moll hit me so hard over the head with a thick stick that I fell to the ground unconscious with my head bleeding. Jewish fellow prisoners then brought me back to the camp, where I received a head bandage from a Jewish fellow inmate physician; after applying the bandage, I remained sick in the barracks for 2-3 days. Since I was afraid of being gassed, I reported back to work again despite severe pain. Since then, I have been suffering from headaches and dizziness as well as nausea and frequent attacks of unconsciousness. I was able to perform my forced labor only with the help of fellow inmates. This condition lasted until my liberation in 1945.

	After my liberation, I went to Warsaw to look for relatives. I received private medical treatment there”.

	As we can see, in this statement he did not mention the “bunkers” and the Sonderkommando at all, and his reference to Moll does not fill that gap either, since Moll cannot have been in charge of the “bunkers” or the Demolition Squad “in early 1944,” because even according to the orthodox narrative, Bunker 1 no longer existed at that time, Bunker 2 is said to have been reactivated only in mid-May 1944, and the Demolition Squad for the crematoria was not assembled until the end of 1944.

	 


Part Two:
Critical Analysis
of the Testimonies

	 


3. Henryk Tauber

	As Pressac has shown (1989, p. 481), there is no doubt that, as far as the description of architectural features of Crematorium II is concerned, Tauber’s statements are indeed fairly accurate, so that he is really a “95% reliable” witness in this regard.

	This is also true for the description of the crematorium furnaces, which is precise and detailed, but in which there is no mention of the triple-muffle furnaces’ fresh-air blowers104 – which is strange, because they were regularly operated during the cremations, and these blowers were quite noisy, so they could not go unnoticed – and the deaeration system of the furnace room of Crematorium II (and III).

	However, in principle, this accuracy cannot be a positive criterion of the truthfulness of Tauber’s other claims, because any novelist can set fantastic tales in the 95% accurately described urban context of any city, but this certainly does not make the tales truthful. Therefore, this architectural accuracy is only one element of a witness’s reliability and thus trustworthiness. In order to assess them properly, we must in fact examine two other, even-more-important aspects: the technical and the historical accuracy of his statements.

	In the following discussion, I refer to each of Tauber’s and Dragon’s depositions by a letter followed by the original document’s page number, where P stands for the Polish deposition and S for the Soviet deposition. Tauber’s statement to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow and Dragon’s statement in his application for compensation are brief and therefore not referred to by a page number.

	3.1. Cremation Furnaces and the Cremation Process105

	3.1.1. Muffle Dimensions

	“The doors were smaller than the entrance openings of the muffle; the muffle itself was about 2 meters long, 80 centimeters wide and about 1 meter high.” (P12)

	This refers to the triple-muffle furnace, in which the muffles were 70 cm wide, 80 cm high and 210 cm long. The muffles were closed at the front by metal frames to which were hinged introduction doors (Einführungstüren) measuring 60 cm × 60 cm. The size of this introduction opening, as I will explain in Point 3.1.3., was of decisive importance for the loading of the furnace.

	3.1.2. Muffle Temperature

	In his Soviet deposition, Tauber states that the temperature of the muffles of the double-muffle furnaces in Crematorium I ranged between 1,200 and 1,500°C (S3). This is technical nonsense. According to the relevant Topf operating instructions, the temperature was not to exceed 1,100°C in the double-muffle furnaces, and 1,000° in the triple-muffle furnaces. These limits were related to the thermal load of the furnaces, and depended on the weight and quality of the refractories used. At temperatures above 1,100-1,200°C, the phenomenon of sintering also occurred, i.e., the melting and fusing of refractory material with the bones of corpses.

	With reference to the triple-muffle furnaces of Crematorium II, Tauber stated in the Polish deposition that the muffles reached temperatures of 1,000-1,200°C. This is not only exaggerated, but also contradictory. In fact, Tauber says that the furnaces, after several cremations, “were brought to red heat” (P21) and then praises the admirable capabilities of a “furnace thus brought to red heat” (P21) But in Topf’s service instructions for the double- and triple-muffle furnaces, it states in this regard (see Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, p. 265):

	“Once the incineration chamber shows a satisfactory red glow (about 800°C), the corpses can be introduced successively into the two chambers.”

	The red color (called incipient cherry red) corresponds therefore to 800°C, which therefore represented the maximum temperature of the muffles also for Tauber. At higher temperatures, the color of the refractory masonry is very different; John D. DeHaan presents the following correspondences between color and temperature (DeHaan, p. 2):

	
		
				bright cherry red:

				800-1,000°C

		

		
				orange:

				1,000-1,200°C

		

		
				bright yellow:

				1,200-1,400°C

		

		
				white:

				1,400-1,600°C

		

	

	3.1.3. Muffle-Loading System

	At this point I will only address the procedure of introducing bodies into the muffles. This requires some preliminary explanations.

	Welded under the introduction doors of the triple-muffle furnaces was a round fastening rod (Befestigungs-Eisen) on which a frame pivoted to which the guide rollers106 for the coffin-introduction cart (Sargeinführungswagen) were secured. The frame could slide horizontally on the fastening rod, so it served all three furnace muffles; it could also be tilted, i.e., lowered and raised. When it was raised, the two rollers came to rest on the height of the muffle-door base, 9 cm above the plane of the muffle grate. The double-muffle furnaces also had such a frame, except that each muffle had its own frame with a pair of rollers.

	The loading system described by Tauber is basically correct (P3). The corpse-introduction device (Leicheneinführungs-Vorrichtung) consisted of a coffin-introduction cart (Sargeinführungswagen) that moved on a set of rails (Laufschienen). At its top, it had a movable cart of semi-cylindrical shape  (Verschiebewagen) that slid along the top of the introduction cart. The front part of the coffin-introduction cart was equipped with a metal stretcher about 270 mm long, on which the corpse was placed and which was introduced into the muffle. The stretcher consisted of a horizontal wrought-iron slab, about 40 cm wide, and two vertical iron bands welded to it laterally, so the assembly formed this shape in cross section:├─┤. The two upper edges of these side rails prevented the corpse from falling off the side of the stretcher when the cart moved, while the lower ones ran on a pair of guide rollers. Due to the height of the rollers and the side rails, the surface of the stretcher on which the corpse was placed was about 12 cm above the surface of the muffle grates. Because of the narrow width of the stretcher, only one corpse could be loaded on it; any other corpses would have had to be stacked on top of it.

	In another study, I examined this issue in great detail with the help of photographs of the Topf double- and triple-muffle cremation furnaces (as still present in the former Mauthausen and Buchenwald Camps), and I demonstrated visually that a maximum of two emaciated bodies (thickness: 18 cm each) could be loaded onto the stretcher.107

	3.1.4. Muffle Loads and Duration of a Cremation

	The actual capacity of the Auschwitz-Birkenau crematoria was one corpse in one hour in one muffle (Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 314-353), thus within 21 hours of operation:

	
		
				– Crematorium I:

				21 hours × 6 muffles =

				126 corpses per day

		

		
				– Crematorium II:

				21 hours × 15 muffles =

				315 corpses per day

		

		
				– Crematorium III:

				21 hours × 15 muffles =

				315 corpses per day

		

		
				– Crematorium IV:

				21 hours × 8 muffles =

				168 corpses per day

		

		
				– Crematorium V:

				21 hours × 8 muffles =

				168 corpses per day

		

	

	Total capacity: 1,092 per day; capacity of Birkenau: 966 per day.

	The possible simultaneous cremation of several corpses together would only have prolonged the cremation correspondingly, and the possible presence of children’s bodies might have increased the cremation capacity by a factor of 1.16, which would result in an adjusted capacity to 365 corpses for each of Crematoria II and III, and 195 for each of Crematoria IV and V, in total 1,120.

	Tauber stated in his Soviet testimony that the cremation capacity of the various types of furnaces was as follows:

	– double-muffle furnace: 5 corpses per muffle in 90 minutes (S3)

	– triple-muffle furnace: 4-5 corpses per muffle in 20-25 minutes (S5)

	– 8-muffle furnace: 4-5 corpses per muffle in 35 minutes (S6)

	This data results in the following average cremation capacities over 21 hours per day of actual furnace operation:

	– double-muffle furnace: 126 corpses per day, hence:

	– Crematorium I: 378 corpses per day

	– triple-muffle furnace: 756 corpses per day, hence:

	– Crematorium II/III: 3,780 corpses per day each; total 7,560 corpses per day

	– 8-muffle furnace: 1,296 corpses per day, hence:

	– Crematorium IV/V: 1,296 corpses per day each; total 2,592 corpses per day

	Therefore, the total cremation capacity claimed by Tauber for all Auschwitz and Birkenau crematoria was 10,152 corpses per day, which is nine times greater than the actual capacity.

	In his Polish testimony, Tauber confirmed that, as a rule, in the furnaces of Crematorium II, 4-5 corpses were cremated at a time per muffle, but he explained (P14):

	“With continuous operation, the crematorium cremated two loads per hour. According to regulations, we had to load new bodies into the muffles every half hour. Oberkapo August explained to us that, according to the calculations and plans of the crematorium, the cremation of a corpse in a muffle took 5-7 minutes. At the beginning, he did not allow us to load more than three corpses. With such a pace, we had to work non-stop, because after loading the last muffle [the load of] the first one was already burned. In order to have a break in the work, we loaded 4-5 corpses into each muffle. The cremation of such a load took longer, so after loading the last muffle, we had a few minutes of rest while the load of the first muffle burned [out].”

	Tauber also states that on average 2,500 corpses were cremated per day in Crematorium II (P18). The load of 4-5 corpses per muffle referred to adult bodies, because when there were children’s bodies, the load was different: 2 adults and 5-6 children (P20f.).

	I note first of all that these data are contradictory. Since on average 2,500 corpses are said to have been cremated per day (21 hours) in Crematorium II, the cremation duration of a load of 4-5 corpses would have been on average [2,500/day ÷ (4.5 corpses × 15 muffles) =] about 37 minutes, not 20-25 minutes.

	The presence of only two stretchers and two groups of inmates is furthermore irrational, because in order to speed up the loading process, five stretchers and five groups of inmates would have been needed, one for each furnace. This would have allowed all five furnaces to be loaded simultaneously.

	The “new” loading system consisted in introducing first two corpses into a muffle, then two more. From what Tauber says, the second loading immediately followed the previous one, and it had to be carried out before the arms and legs of the corpses of the first pair rose from the heat (P20), i.e., when the corpses were more or less still intact. But loading two more corpses into a muffle already containing two other corpses would have been practically impossible for lack of space inside the muffle.

	Finally, the loading system described by Tauber clashes with another material impossibility. The basement (Kellergeschoss) of Crematorium II, where the alleged homicidal gas chamber was located, was connected to the first floor (Erdgeschoss), where the furnace room was located, by a temporary freight elevator. Pressac published the design of the freight elevator for Crematorium III made by the Gustav Lenz Company of Erfurt.108 This freight elevator measured 1.25 m × 2.1 m and had a capacity of 750 kg, i.e., at most, 12-13 corpses weighing 60 kg each.109 In Crematorium II, however, merely a temporary freight elevator was installed between 26 January and 13 March 1943, built by the Zentralbauleitung Central Construction Office’s metalworking shop (Schlosserei) with a capacity of only 300 kg,110 i.e., a maximum of just five corpses. The device, as shown in a photograph published by Pressac, was very rudimentary (Pressac 1989, p. 488; see Document 13).

	I have dealt with this issue extensively in another study (Mattogno 2019, pp. 47-51), where I assumed an average duration of five minutes for each body transport (loading, ascent trip, unloading, and descent trip). According to Tauber, there were four inmates assigned to the freight elevator, two for loading and two for unloading, who worked in a 12-hour shift (S8f.). If we assume that each transport lasted five minutes, hence 12 trips per hour, these inmates would have lifted and moved within six hours, hence in the middle of their work shift, ([6 hrs × 12 trips/hr × 300 kg/trip] =) 21,600 kg, or 10,800 kg per person, and the increasing fatigue would have steadily slowed down their work pace. The duration of five minutes per elevator load is therefore probably much too optimistic. It corresponds in fact to one minute each for the elevator’s up and down trip, and to four minutes for the loading and unloading of the five bodies, that is on average just ([4 min × 60 sec/min] ÷ 10 =) 24 seconds for every act of (un)loading a body.

	The average number of 2,500 cremations per day stated by Tauber implies (2,500 bodies/day ÷ 5 bodies/trip =) 500 round trips of the freight elevator per day, which would have taken (500 trips × 5 min =) 2,500 minutes, over 41 hours, hence almost two days.

	The loading of the furnaces described by Tauber is therefore impossible, as are the operations to transport the corpses to the furnaces.

	Second, his claims are also technically nonsensical with regard to the duration of cremation. The duration of the cremation process of a single corpse in the furnaces of Auschwitz-Birkenau was about one hour. The cremation experiments carried out on 5 January 1927 by engineer Richard Kessler in the coke-fired Gebrüder Beck-Brothers furnaces at the Dessau crematorium, allow us to follow the cremation process in all its phases thanks to the technical diagrams Kessler published.

	On average, the initial cremation temperature was about 800°C, the maximum temperature at the end of the coffin’s combustion about 1000°C, the initial corpse combustion temperature about 780°C, the maximum corpse combustion temperature about 900°C. As far as times are concerned, the average duration of the coffin combustion up to the maximum heat development was 12 minutes, the average duration of the evaporation of the corpse water was 27 minutes, and finally the average duration of the combustion of the corpse itself up to the maximum heat development was 28 minutes, while the duration of the whole process was 55 minutes.

	This duration refers to the peak of the main combustion in the muffle, after which the combustion gradually decreased in intensity until it ceased after another 31 minutes: the average duration of a cremation was in fact 86 minutes.

	Therefore, the duration of 5-7 minutes supposedly foreseen for a cremation “according to the calculations and plans of the crematorium,” as Tauber put it in his Polish deposition (P14), is simply absurd: it was not even sufficient for the complete combustion of an ordinary coffin of seasoned wood. Only a demented person or a pathetic impostor could have conceived “calculations” and “plans” for the cremation of a corpse within 5-7 minutes.

	The cremation duration that Tauber attributes to the cremation of a load of 4-5 corpses was barely enough for the evaporation of the water contained in a single corpse. During Ing. Kessler’s experiments, this process lasted 27 minutes, but the corpse was cremated with an ordinary coffin, whose combustion raised the muffle temperature to about 1000°C, thus hastening the water-evaporation process. In the naphtha-heated Ignis-Hüttenbau furnaces of the Theresienstadt Crematorium, the vaporization of the corpse water took about 35 minutes.

	In civilian crematoria, multiple cremations in the same muffle were prohibited by law and were never carried out. From an experimental point of view, what technically comes closest to the simultaneous cremation of several corpses in one muffle is the operation of incinerators for slaughterhouses. The most-important company in this field during the WWII era was Hans Kori of Berlin, which produced several furnaces of this type. In the furnace with the highest output, the incineration of 900 kg of organic matter, equivalent to the simultaneous cremation of 15 corpses of 60 kg in a muffle, required 13 and a half hours, with a consumption of 300 kg of hard coal; in practice, the simultaneous cremation of 15 corpses of 60 kg in this furnace would have required – in relation to one corpse – about 54 minutes and about 20 kg of hard coal. In other words, the duration of the cremation would have been practically multiplied by the number of corpses loaded in the furnace, and that only if an accordingly large furnace with a larger gasifier was used for it.

	This already shows in principle the double absurdity of the claim of cremations of 4-5 corpses in one single-corpse muffle within 20-25 minutes, half an hour or a little more than half an hour: first of all, let it be repeated, the cremation of a single corpse lasted about an hour; secondly, a potential load of 4-5 corpses would have multiplied the duration of a single cremation by at least a factor of 4 or 5.

	The conditional is obligatory, because in reality the Topf furnaces of Auschwitz-Birkenau were designed for the cremation of one single corpse at a time, so that their design was incompatible with multiple cremations at once, in this case, of 4-5 corpses in one muffle. In fact, such a procedure would have led to two serious thermo-technical problems:

	1) These corpses would have obstructed the three inter-muffle openings that connected the side muffles to the central muffle in the triple-muffle furnace or those that joined the inner muffles to the outer muffles in the 8-muffle furnace, obstructing the passage of combustion products from the gas generator. The bodies placed on the refractory clay grate of the central muffle in the triple-muffle furnace or the side muffles in the 8-muffle furnace would also have obstructed the existing spaces between the grate bars, further obstructing the passage of generator gases to enter the smoke duct. This would have decreased the chimney draft and the hearth draft, with a corresponding decrease in heat availability in the muffles.

	2) When cremating a corpse placed inside a coffin, the temperature of the muffle initially rose due to the combustion of the coffin’s wood. When cremating a corpse without a coffin, as was the case at Auschwitz, the temperature dropped instantly due to the evaporation of the corpse water. The importance of this phenomenon can be seen from the observations of Hans Keller during his cremation experiments of a single corpse at a time with a coffin in a Ruppmann Furnace in 1929 (Keller 1929, p. 2):

	“Nach dem Einführen der Leiche beginnt der Sarg sofort zu brennen, und die Temperatur steigt um 100 bis 150°. Nach 5 bis 10 min sinkt sie wieder um 100 bis 200°, obgleich noch nicht einmal der Sargdeckel verbrannt ist und die Temperatur der Feuergase [aus dem Gaserzeuger] 1000° und mehr beträgt. Die Verbrennungswärme des Sarges und die vom Feuerraum zugeführte Wärme genügen also nicht, um die Temperatur auf der Höhe zu halten. Hieraus geht hervor, wie groß die Verdampfung [des Leichenwassers] ist.”

	“After the introduction of the corpse, the coffin catches fire immediately and the temperature goes up by 100-150°C. Five minutes later, it again goes down by 100-200°C, even though the lid of the coffin has not yet burned and the temperature of the combusted gases [coming from the gasifier] is 1,000°C and higher. The heat provided by the combustion of the coffin and the heat sup-plied by the combusted gases therefore do not suffice to maintain the temperature at a high level. From this we can see how intense the evaporation [of the corpse water] is.”

	Returning to the Topf furnaces, in the initial phase of the cremation process, the vaporization of water from several corpses in a single muffle would have led to a drastic drop of the furnace temperature – much more than the 100-200°C mentioned by Engineer Keller – which would have caused the temperature of the fumes to drop, with a subsequent decrease in the chimney draft. This would have led to a decrease in the draft of the gas generator, resulting in much less air (=oxygen) sucked through the burning coal, causing much less heat and combustible coke gas being made available to maintain the cremation process. The inevitable lowering of the muffle temperature to below 700-600°C would no longer have resulted in cremation, but in a mere carbonization (charring) of the corpses.

	The photograph of a corpse in a muffle after 30 minutes of cremation published by Bohnert et al.111 shows that in practice only the limbs are burnt, while the skull, rib cage and thoracic-abdominal cavity are still visible. The authors describe the progress of cremation at this point as follows (temperature of 670-810°C; Bohnert et al., p. 18):

	– Thorax/abdomen: thoracic and abdominal cavity exposed, organs blackened and shrunken

	– arms: hands and distal forearms burned away

	– legs: tibia and distal femur free of soft tissue.

	These experimental data demonstrate that Tauber’s claim that 4-5 corpses had already been incinerated in a muffle after 30 minutes is an absurd fairy tale.112

	3.1.5. The Cremation Process

	Tauber and Dragon provide an almost identical description of the initial stage of the cremation process:

	Tauber:

	“The second load to be cremated in the same muffle was loaded in the same manner as this [first load], but with this second pair of corpses we had to hurry, because the corpses loaded earlier were already burning in the meantime, their arms and legs were rising, so that in case of a delay, we found it difficult to load the second pair of corpses into the furnace. During the loading of this second pair of corpses into the furnace, I had the opportunity to observe the process of burning of the corpses. It seemed as if the corpses straightened the trunk of the body, that [their] hands rose up and contracted, the same thing happened with the legs.” (P20)

	Dragon:

	“When we loaded the third corpse, those [the two corpses] introduced earlier were already burning. I saw that the arms of these corpses rose, then the legs rose. Besides, we were proceeding very quickly, and I could not accurately observe the entire burning process. We had to hurry, because if the extremities of these already burning corpses rose strongly, we had difficulties getting the third corpse into the furnace [=muffle].” (P7)

	None of this appears in the accurate description of the various stages of cremation by Bohnert et al.; they observed only a kind of contraction of the body after about 10 minutes which they called a “pugilistic attitude” (Bohnert et al., p. 13). The story of the rising extremities was therefore not the result of a real observation, but a simple fable. Apart from that, this leg-raising activity is also physically impossible, because lifting a leg from a supine body requires quite some strength and the coordinated use of many muscle groups in both legs and abdomen. Many living people have great difficulty raising both legs while lying down. How, then, is a corpse supposed to do it?

	3.1.6. Opening the Muffle Doors for Inspections

	According to Tauber, two loads were carried out per hour in a furnace, and the corpses were introduced in two stages into each muffle, so that within one hour the door of each muffle was opened four times. He asserted moreover that, “after each loading, the SS Kommandoführer checked whether the furnaces were loaded properly. We had to open the doors of each muffle for him, and at that time we saw what was going on inside” (P20) This means that the door was opened four more times.

	The witness adds that the corpses in the muffle were stoked with a scraper “to accelerate the burning of the corpses” (P20), so each door was opened at least one more time with each loading, a total of ten times in an hour.

	In terms of time, if one assumes the loading duration adduced by the Soviet experts (2-3 minutes),113 just to introduce the claimed number of corpses into a muffle, the door of the triple-muffle furnace would have been open for (2 to 3 × 4 × 3 =) 24-36 minutes every hour. And if for the remaining six openings (four for combustion control and two for stoking the burning corpses) a minimum duration of one minute is considered, the opening duration increases by another five minutes, and the total duration rises to 29-41 minutes! And this would apply to each of the three muffles: altogether, 30 openings per hour!

	This is thermo-technically senseless, because the cold air coming through the opened doors would have cooled the furnace enormously. As Hans Keller pointed out, air "ist ein sehr kleiner Wärmeträger, und die Temperatur sinkt bei jeder geringen Kalorienentnahme ganz bedeutend" “has only a low heat content, and the temperature drops significantly with even minor heat losses” (Keller 1928, p. 25).

	How important this phenomenon was, is apparent from the following observation by engineer Richard Kessler (Kessler, p. 136):

	“Risse im Mauerwerk, die gerade bei Einäscherungsöfen infolge ihrer ständig wechselnden Beanspruchung mehr oder weniger auftreten, führen der Einäscherungskammer in der letzten Phase der Einäscherung, wie bei den von uns gemachten Versuchen festgestellt wurde, noch viel mehr Luft, und zwar kalte Luft zu, als zur Verbrennung der Leichenreste zu diesem Zeitpunkte noch notwendig ist. Die Folge davon ist natürlich eine unnötige Abkühlung des Ofens (Wärmeverlust).”

	“We have ascertained experimentally that the cracks in the brickwork which form to a greater or lesser extent in the cremation furnaces themselves because of the continuous stress to which they are exposed, allow a certain quantity of air, more precisely of cold air, to enter the cremation chamber during the final phase of the cremation; this amount of air is far greater than what is needed at this stage for the combustion of the remnants of the corpse. The consequence of this is, of course, a deleterious cooling of the furnace (heat loss).”

	If the air flowing into the muffle from simple cracks could cool the muffle, it is easy to imagine what would happen if the furnace doors were opened so many times and for so long.

	Precisely to avoid this inconvenience, the muffle doors of the Topf triple-muffle furnace had, in the lower part, an inlet opening for the combustion air, which was closed by a liftable cast-iron door measuring 10.8 cm × 12.6 cm with a round inspection port, 45 mm in diameter, in the center that was equipped with a round cast-iron closing plate fixed to the door with a pin. To observe the cremation process, one could simply move the plate to the side and look through the small round opening or lift the door and look through the rectangular opening. Claiming that the muffle doors were opened in order to observe the cremation process is therefore simply nonsense.

	3.1.7. The Combustibility of Corpses

	“Women’s corpses burned much better and faster than men’s corpses. Therefore, if a load was burning badly, we would look for a woman’s corpse [and] load it into the furnace to speed up the burning process.” (P21)

	It is generally accepted that, on average, women have a higher body-fat content than men, so, at least in theory, they should be more combustible. But what Tauber says is nonsense anyway, because women’s bodies are also made up of approximately 65% water, so “if a load burned badly,” introducing another body would make the whole batch burn even worse, because the evaporation of the doubled amount of water in the muffle would further lower its temperature, hence slow down the cremation process.

	3.1.8. Corpse “Self-Combustion”

	In his Polish testimony, Tauber stated that fat bodies burned by self-combustion. I divide his statements into numbered paragraphs (P12):

	1) “During the cremation of these corpses, we used coke only for the ignition of the furnace. Fat corpses burned by themselves thanks to the burning of the fat present in the body.” (P12)

	2) “It also happened that, when there was no coke to heat the gas generators, we placed straw and wood in the ash boxes, which were located under the muffles, and as soon as the fat of the corpses ignited, the entire load[114] already burned with its own fire.” (P12)

	3) “In the early loads, when the furnaces were heated only by the gasifiers, cremation took place more slowly. But then, as more loads were cremated, they [the muffle walls] were brought to red heat by the embers that were produced by the cremation of the corpses, so that during the cremation of fat corpses, generally the gasifiers were shut down.” (P21)

	4) “From the corpses placed in the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat immediately dripped into the ash box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the corpse.” (P21)

	First Claim:

	I repeat what I established in another study (Mattogno 2020, pp. 178f.). Cases of “spontaneous human combustion” (SHC) have been scientifically ascertained, and the most-convincing explanation is considered to be the combustion of body fat by virtue of the “wick effect” or “candle effect.”

	Experiments have shown that human fat ignites only at a temperature of 250°C, but the “wick effect” also occurs if the liquid fat drops to a temperature of 24°C. Other experiments have shown that combustion proceeds at a rate of 3.6-10.8 kg/hr. A case of self-combustion was discovered in the woods of Medford, Oregon: the body of a woman was partially burned in this way in no less than five hours. The burning is concentrated on the parts of the body that are richest in fat (Christensen, pp. 13-18). A specialist called into question in the study cited above, John D. DeHaan, clarified in this regard (DeHaan, p. 10):

	“The rates measured range from ∼3 to 14 kg/h, so over a period of many hours a substantial portion of a normal human body can be destroyed by this mechanism (fluids drain out or evaporate and muscle burns reluctantly with a very low effective heat of combustion).”

	The result is therefore not a burning of the whole body, much less an incineration down to mere ashes.

	Kurt Prüfer, Topf’s chief engineer who designed the triple-muffle furnace, critiqued the operating results of the gas-fired Volckmann-Ludwig Furnace in Hamburg as claimed by Engineer Volckmann, writing (Prüfer, p. 6):

	“Wenn die Behauptungen der Einäscherung ohne jeden Gaszusatz  [= Brennstoff, Energie] zutreffen sollten, so müßte die Abgastemperatur Raumtemperatur sein, was wohl ernstlich ein Feuerungstechniker nicht behaupten wird, denn die unvermeidlichen Abgasverluste und die beim Einführen des Sarges einströmende kalte Luft sind gewisse Passivposten in der Wärmebilanz, die sich nicht umgehen lassen.”

	“If the claims of cremation without any gas [= fuel, energy] added were true, the exhaust-gas temperature would have to be room temperature, which a combustion engineer will probably not seriously claim, because the unavoidable exhaust-gas losses and the cold air flowing in when the coffin is introduced are certain passive items in the heat balance that cannot be avoided.”

	These statements referred to the cremation of 2,500 corpses in seven months with a consumption of 100 m³ of gas. Obviously, in the thermal balance of these cremations, it was necessary to consider the heat produced by the combustion of the coffin, which corresponds to a contribution of about 120,000 kcal, equal to about 27 m³ of city gas per cremation.

	Therefore, the “self-combustion” of corpses was unfeasible even in the best German civilian crematorium of the 1930s and 1940s, which was far superior to the stripped-down Topf furnaces set up at Auschwitz and Birkenau.

	Second Claim:

	Tauber presents the case of a cold furnace (“when there was no coke to heat the gas generators”) in which corpses were introduced into the muffle, and straw and wood were placed in the ash chamber below.

	I should point out that the ash chamber was a space about 35 cm wide and 45 cm high, closed by a door measuring 28 cm × 35 cm. In this space, therefore, wood (evidently kindling wood in bundles) and straw were placed, the straw was set on fire and, as soon as the wood bundles caught fire, the fat of the corpses (i.e., the usual 4-5 corpses per muffle) dripped into the ash chamber, where it caught fire, so the 4-5 corpses of each muffle burned with their “own fire”.

	This statement is even more absurd than the previous one: if it is impossible for 4-5 corpses to self-combust in a furnace heated to 800°C, self-combustion in a cold furnace is even more impossible, if there is such a thing. In Tauber’s description, the wood placed in the ash chamber (a few tens of kilograms115) was not used to perform the cremation, as on a pyre, but simply to melt the fat of the corpses, after which the cremation took place by self-combustion.

	Even if one were to accept purely hypothetically that there were bodies of fat inmates at Auschwitz, the straw and wood placed in the ash chamber would have acted as a wick for the body fat that hypothetically dripped from the grate.116 In that case, however, this “cremation,” for a “fat” body of 80 kg, would have lasted at least (80 kg ÷ 14 kg/hr =) just under six hours!

	And above all, such a combustion would not have heated the muffles, which would have remained practically cold.

	Third Claim:

	Tauber stated that “during the cremation of fat corpses, generally the gasifiers were shut down.” In addition to the absurdities mentioned earlier, this statement is thermo-technically nonsensical and contrary to the practice of operating coke-fired cremation furnaces. In no furnace was the coke in the gas generator allowed to burn out (except when it needed occasional cleaning from slag), not even at times when no cremation at all was actually underway. Kessler pointed out in this regard (Kessler, p. 159):

	“Während bei der Gasheizung der Wärmebedarf genau geregelt werden kann, wird bei der Koks- und Brikettheizung Wärme erzeugt zu Zeiten, wo solche nicht notwendig ist, da man den Brand im Generator zwar abdrosseln, ihn aber nicht ganz abschließen kann, weil sonst die Glut erlöschen würde.”

	“Whereas for gas heating the heat required can be precisely controlled, in the case of coke or briquettes, heat is produced even at times when it is not needed, because even though it is possible to reduce the combustion in the generator, it cannot be stopped altogether; otherwise the fire would go out.”

	And it is clear that the extinguishing of the burning embers in the hearth of the gas generator, in addition to the thermo-technical problems exposed earlier, would also have entailed a dead loss of the time needed to eventually re-ignite the coke for the cremation of lean corpses, a loss of time irreconcilable with the frenzied cremation paces claimed by Tauber.

	Fourth Claim:

	Tauber explains how the alleged self-combustion of corpses in a heated furnaces took place. This is therefore the absurdity already noted about Paragraph 1. It is certainly true that the fat melting from any corpse ignited and burned, but it certainly could not cremate the corpse. What is important to note here is that the technical and empirical fact of the immediate burning of the fat (the “wick effect”) radically contradicts and demolishes his description of the recovery of liquefied human fat in “cremation pits” (see below, Section 3.1.13).

	3.1.9. Corpse Embers

	In the text quoted in the previous section, paragraph 3, Tauber stated:

	“But then, as more loads were cremated, they [the muffle walls] were brought to red heat by the embers that were produced by the cremation of the corpses, […].” (P21)

	In this regard, the witness also stated earlier (P4):

	“The cremation process is accelerated by the burning of human fat, which produces additional heat.”

	In reality, the muffles were heated by the combustion products of the gas generators and the gases and flames that developed from the corpses. The embers were not only very slight, but they were consumed in the ash chamber, below the muffle, so that their heat contribution to the muffle was insignificant. That fat – which melts, evaporates and burns – produces embers is an absurdity: it is like saying that the combustion of gasoline produces embers.

	3.1.10. Flaming Chimneys

	“But there were also cases in which we loaded more corpses into the muffle. As many as eight muslims could be accommodated [introduced] in there. We burned these larger loads during air raids without the knowledge of the crematorium chief, so that a larger fire came out of the chimney, and the airmen became aware of it.” (P13)

	This story is doubly absurd. First, because flames shooting from the chimneys of the Birkenau crematoria as a result of cremations was technically impossible, as I have documented elsewhere.117 Second, because, at least in theory, the phenomenon of flaming chimneys would have been closely linked to the fat content of the corpses, but, as is obvious and as Tauber himself states, the corpses of the “muslims” were “emaciated and fatless” (P12); they were “real skeletons, which burned very slowly,” meaning that cremating a load of five such corpses took an hour and a half according to Tauber (P4). A load of eight skeletal corpses could not, a fortiori, produce the phenomenon of flaming chimneys.

	3.1.11. The Test Cremation

	In his Polish deposition, Tauber described in detail the test cremations in Crematorium II:

	“On 4 March [1943], we were in charge of firing up the gas generators. We kept them going from morning until 4 o’clock in the afternoon.” (P13)

	“We brought [up] these corpses through the elevator and the door leading to the heating room, and placed them two or three at a time on a cart similar to the one I described when speaking of Crematorium No. 1, and loaded them into the individual muffles. After the introduction of the entire batch of corpses into all the muffles of all the furnaces, the members of the commission, watches in hand, observed the process of cremation of the corpses, opened the doors, looked at the watches, discussed among themselves, and marveled that the cremation lasted [so] long. Since the furnaces, because they were completely new, had not yet warmed up properly, although they had been operating since the morning, the cremation of this load lasted 40 minutes.” (P13f.)

	“For the next 10 days, we went every day under SS escort to the crematorium and fired up the gas generators. During these 10 days, no transports arrived; we did not cremate any corpses, but only kept the gas generators running to heat the furnaces.” (P14)

	This description is a sequence of technical absurdities. First of all, as I have already explained, the simultaneous cremation of two or three corpses in a muffle, if it could be done at all, would not have lasted 40 minutes but more than two to three hours. Tauber’s explanation of this “long” duration, the fact that the furnaces “had not yet warmed up properly” because they were “completely new,” is technically nonsensical and historically false. Heating up the furnaces took at least 8 hours. The grate throughput capacity of the two hearths of the triple-muffle furnace was 35 kg of coke per hour, a total of 70 kg/hr. The weight of the refractory masonry of this furnace (including the gas generators and ash chambers) was about 11,500 kg (Mattogno 2020, p, 62). Assuming a caloric value of the coke of 6,470 kcal/kg, a furnace efficiency of 50%, and an air temperature in the furnace room of 20°C, heating the entire refractory masonry of the furnace to 800°C would have required:118
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	Since the gas generators could consume only 70 kg of coke per hour, this means that heating this furnace took some (580 kg coke ÷ 70 kg coke/hr ≈) eight and a half hours. In practice, the entire refractory masonry of the furnace (average thickness: 12 cm) would have been heated to red heat by then (800°C).

	Obviously, cremations were performed as soon as the muffle temperature reached 800°C, as also prescribed by the operating instructions of the triple-muffle furnace (Mattogno/Deana, S. 286p. 265):

	“Nachdem die Einäscherungskammern gut rotwarm (ca. 800°C) sind können die Leichen hintereinander in die drei Kammern eingefahren werden.”

	“Once the incineration chamber shows a satisfactory red glow (about 800°C), the corpses can be introduced successively into the two chambers.”

	In the triple-muffle furnace, which was equipped with two lateral gas generators, it took about one hour to reach this temperature of the surface of the cremation chamber. Civilian crematoria, which had refractory masonry that weighed the same as that of a 3-muffle Topf furnace but were equipped with only one gas generator, took about two hours. In the cremation experiment carried out by Richard Kessler on 5 January 1927 in the Gebrüder Beck Furnace at the Dessau Crematorium, preheating the furnace up to the introduction of the first corpse (785°C) took 2 hours and 12 minutes.

	In conclusion, to claim that, after eight hours of reheating, the triple-muffle furnaces of Birkenau Crematorium II had not been adequately heated is technical nonsense. Logically linked to this absurdity is the other absurdity of heating the furnaces for ten consecutive days without cremating any corpses: by doing so, assuming a 12-hour shift, the SS would have needlessly wasted (12 hrs/day × 70 kg/hr × 5 furnaces × 10 days =)120 42,000 kg of coke!

	In his Soviet testimony, Tauber specified that during these ten days the furnaces were dried:

	“Until 15 March, we heated the furnaces, or rather we dried them.” (S4)

	And this in turn correlates with the fact that the furnaces were “completely new,” i.e., allegedly still in need of being dried.

	In fact, the furnaces of Crematorium II had already been dried at that point in time. On 29 January, Topf’s chief engineer Kurt Prüfer inspected the crematorium construction sites, and prepared a progress report. He wrote that the five triple-muffle furnaces of Crematorium II were being dried (“werden z. Zt. trockengeheizt”).121 According to the report by SS Obersturmführer Hans Kirschnek of 29 March 1943, Crematorium II was put into operation on 20 February 1943 (“zum 20.2.43 in Betrieb genommen”),122 so that the drying process had been completed by that date.

	On the other hand, the drying process in a crematorium was carried out gradually, by lighting the gasifier’s hearth first with a very gentle fire of wood shavings, then with thin wood, increasingly thicker wood and wood mixed with coke. In case of rapid and intense heating of the furnace, large quantities of water vapor would have been formed inside the masonry, whose pressure would have produced fractures and cracks inside it, seriously damaging it.

	Obviously, the Topf engineers, who – according to Tauber – were said to have been present during the test, would never have allowed the full-on heating of undried furnaces. Moreover, as I have already explained earlier, they would not have ever opened the “doors” of the muffles to see how the combustion was proceeding.

	The story of the commission from Berlin and the Topf engineers who were allegedly present at the testing of the cremation furnaces is not supported by the slightest documentary evidence; it is in fact a simple fable that was quite common among the witnesses at the time. They spiced up with rhetorical emphasis and solemnity a minor event (the start-up of the crematorium) that went practically unnoticed even by the SS in the camp.

	3.1.12. The Fireproof Sack

	“Tomiczek’s head was enclosed in a sack, but we recognized him anyway, because his robust build stood out. Kwakernak watched over us until Tomiczek’s body was placed in the furnace, then he left immediately. We [then] opened the door of the furnace, took out the corpse, opened the sack, and from the face we recognized Tomiczek without any uncertainty.” (P7)

	The operating temperature of the furnaces at Auschwitz-Birkenau, as I noted earlier, was 800°C. At this temperature, a coffin introduced in civilian furnaces ignites instantly when pushed into the muffle. But Tauber’s sack remained perfectly intact, to the point that it had to be opened, after having been removed from inside the muffle, to ascertain whose head was in it!

	3.1.13. The “Cremation Pits”

	First of all, I note that Tauber provides self-contradictory data on the number of these alleged pits. In his Soviet deposition, he stated that “4 crematoria and 4 big pyres were in operation for the extermination” (S6), while in his Polish deposition, he stated that five pits were dug in the courtyard of Crematorium V in May 1944, and “Bunker No. 2 and its pits [plural] for cremating corpses were put back into operation” (P27), hence at least two pits.

	Tauber stated in his Soviet deposition (S11; I number the individual claims):

	1) “The pyres for cremating corpses were arranged in pits, at the bottom of which a channel for air supply had been dug along the entire length of the excavation.”

	2) “From this channel, there was a branch to a pit 2 x 2 x 4 meters deep.”

	3) “During the cremation of the corpses on the pyres, the fat dripped into this pit:”

	4) “with this fat the corpses on the pyres were sprayed so that they burned better.”

	5) “At first, wood was put in the pit, then 400 corpses, alternated with branches, were sprinkled with gasoline, and the fire was started. Then the remaining corpses from the gas chambers were thrown in, and from time to time the fat from the corpses was poured in.”

	First Claim:

	The alleged “channel for the access of air” was not a closed duct, but a simple open channel dug at the bottom of the pit. Moreover, the channel for the collection of human fat started from it. But at the bottom of the pit was placed a layer of wood (with a layer of corpses on top) which, when set on fire, would have filled the “channel for the access of air” with its embers and ashes. This channel is therefore a simple literary fiction.

	Second Claim:

	The system of draining and collecting the liquid fat, assuming smooth and impermeable channel floor and walls, would require inclined planes towards the center of the pit and towards the collection pit which are not mentioned by the witness. Not to mention that, at that time (spring-summer 1944), the groundwater table in the area of the Crematorium V courtyard was only about 1.2 meters below the surface (see Mattogno 2003). Therefore, the fat-collection pit, and probably also the cremation pit, would have been flooded with water.

	Third Claim:

	Tauber describes a real physical miracle. According to John H. Perry’s engineering manual, the ignition temperature123 of pig fat in air (very similar to human fat) is 343°C, but its flash point – the point where it will burn in air after having been ignited by an external source – is only 184°C (Perry, p. 1584). In practice, above 355°C, fat ignites spontaneously, and it will keep burning continuously on its own, while liquid fat above 185-190°C but below 355°C still emits vapors in sufficient quantities to burn in air if ignited by an external source, such as glowing embers or burning wood.

	The self-ignition temperature of cured wood from a coffin ranges from 325 to 350°C (Heepke, p. 124). Of course, the wood’s combustion temperature is even higher. In this case, if the purpose is to be cremation and not simply the charring of a corpse, the temperature in the muffle must reach at least 600°C. Therefore, Tauber basically claims that the fat of the corpse lying in a fire melts, crosses a layer of burning wood between at least 350 and 600°C hot, drips into the special “air-access channel” full of red-hot glowing embers, enters the collection channel, also full of red-hot glowing embers, and collects in the special pit: and all this without igniting in the slightest during this long hot journey!

	As I mentioned above, this physical miracle is also in open contradiction with Tauber’s description of the “self-combustion” of corpses:

	“From the corpses placed in the furnace thus brought to red heat, the fat immediately dripped into the ash box; in the ash box, it ignited and burned the corpse.” (P21)

	Therefore, in the crematorium the fat burned, while in the cremation pits it flowed in a liquid state to the collection pit.124

	The theoretical conclusions stated above have been fully confirmed by a series of experiments on the combustion of animal fat that I carried out in a field furnace of my own construction, including photographs, precisely to verify them experimentally (Mattogno 2004).

	Fourth Claim:

	Liquid human fat was thrown on corpses “so that they burned better.” How was the liquid fat scooped out of the collection pit? Certainly with a zinc bucket attached to a rod ending with a hook, as the witness Filip Müller tells us, who elaborated on this literary theme later (Müller, S. 217f.p. 136). But how was it then thrown onto the corpses? The scenario would have been this: a burning pyre of at least 150 square meters (see next section) burning at a temperature of at least 600°C; the immense radiation emanating from this fire would have heated anything standing close to it swiftly to several hundred degrees Celsius (and if combustible, would have ignited it).

	If Tauber and Müller had thrown their bucket full of hot fat toward the burning pyre from a safe distance, hardly any of the fat would have landed on the pyre. If instead they had ventured to the edge of the pit, true "auto-combustion" would have occurred, meaning that our witnesses would have been burned alive. Of course, this is also true for anyone approaching the pyre in order to scoop out the collected, boiling fat. Such an operation necessitated a close approach to the edge of the pit, and scooping out the fat using a bucket dangling from a long rod would have required quite some skill, and therefore much more time than throwing a bucket of fat onto the pyre. True self-combustion would have been inevitable.

	From a thermo-technical point of view, throwing a bucket of boiling (and probably already burning) fat on a burning pyre of that size would not have brought any benefit, because the fat, due to its low flash point, would have ignited already in the air while flying (if it wasn’t already burning to begin with), and it would have landed on top of the burning surfaces, contributing little to burning it.

	In a cremation pit (equipped with an efficient supply of combustion air from below, for example by means of pipes connected to a blower), it would be necessary instead to exploit the fat of the corpses inside the pit itself, so that the flames that develop from it hit the corpses from below upwards.

	And, if the miracle of the liquid fat flowing on the bottom of the pit could ever occur, it would be necessary to prevent it from flowing to the outside of the cremation pit into any kind of collection hole, in order to use all its calorific potential inside the pyre.

	Fifth Claim:

	How could a corpse be thrown into the aforementioned burning pit? Clearly, this would have been even more difficult than throwing a bucket of fat into it – unless precision catapults were used. But unfortunately, Tauber does not mention any such device.

	3.1.14. The “Cremation Pits” on Birkenau Air Photos

	According to Tauber, as I noted in the previous section, four to seven “cremation pits” existed at Birkenau, five of which were in the courtyard of Crematorium V; he did not indicate their dimensions, but his colleague Dragon speaks of five pits measuring 25 m × 6 m (= 150 m²) × 3 m (P9), in total (150 m² × 5 =) 750 m². To complete the testimonial picture of the four main Polish witnesses, I briefly mention the claims of the other two: Stanisław Jankowski mentioned only two pits, which he said measured 20 m × 2 m (= 40 m²) × 2 m, while Henryk Mandelbaum indicated only their dimensions (while contradicting himself): 30-35 m or 25 m × 15 m × 2 m or 1-1.5 m. Filip Müller, on the other hand, mentioned five pits of 40-50 m × 8 m × 2 m or 40 m × 8 m × 2.5 m each.125

	In a separate study, in which I analyzed and published numerous aerial photographs of Birkenau, I showed that from May to August 1944 there was only one small smoking site in the above-mentioned area with a surface of only about 50 m² (and not five large ones), and that there was no smoking site at all in the area of the so-called “Bunker 2” (see Mattogno 2016a).

	Therefore, Tauber’s statements, as well as those of all the other witnesses who spoke of huge “cremation pits,” are resoundingly refuted by the aerial photographs of the time.

	Tauber affirms that, in order to bring the corpses to the pits from the gas chambers of Crematorium V, a railway was built for some rail cars, which however were not used because “the SS considered them inconvenient and the inmates of the Sonderkommando dragged the corpses of the gassed from the gas chambers directly to the pits” (P27). There is no trace of this railway in the aerial photographs of Birkenau from 1944. Besides being false, such a statement is also nonsensical: the SS would have considered it “inconvenient” to transport a certain number of corpses quickly and effortlessly on a cart and instead would have considered it “comfortable” to have a single corpse dragged by a single inmate for at least twenty meters!

	3.2. The Gassings

	3.2.1. The First Homicidal Gassing at Crematorium II

	In his Soviet deposition, Tauber stated that the first gassing took place on 15 March 1943, and concerned a transport of 4,000 Jews from the Krakow Ghetto (S4). Danuta Czech’s Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle speaks instead of 1,492 victims, allegedly gassed on March 13.126

	Morgue 1 of Crematorium I and II, the alleged homicidal gas chamber, measured 30 m × 7 m, thus it had a floor area of 210 m², ignoring the area occupied by the seven supporting columns (measuring 0.4 m × 0.4 m) and that of the alleged four devices for introducing Zyklon B (according to the witness Michał Kula, 0.7 m × 0.7 m). The density of victims in the gas chamber was thus roughly (4,000 ÷ 210 =) 19 persons per square meter. Despite this physical impossibility, the victims had ample space:

	“From the arrangement of the bodies, it could be seen that people had moved away from these columns and had wanted to reach the door. It was very hot in the room, and there was such a stench that it was impossible to bear. Later we became convinced that many of the bodies in the gas chamber died of asphyxiation, of lack of air, even before the gassing. These people lay on the floor, and others walked over them. They were not sitting down, like the majority, but were lying on the floor. From this it could be seen that they had died before the others, who must have stepped on their corpses.” (P15)

	In a study drawn up in collaboration with Giuseppe Poggi, I demonstrated – also visually – that the gassing of 1,500 persons, but also of 1,000 or less, in Leichenkeller Morgue 1 (the alleged gas chamber) of Crematoria II and III at Birkenau would have encountered an insurmountable obstacle in the occlusion of the air-extraction openings by the bodies of the victims.

	Leichenkeller Morgue 1 was equipped with 40 air-extraction openings (presumably the same as the air-intake openings: 7 cm × 18 cm), 20 on each of the side walls, arranged at floor level and protected by a metal grid. The air-intake openings were located on the oblique side of the two ventilation ducts behind the masonry of the room at the height of the two high corners (under the reinforced-concrete roof); these also numbered 40, 20 on each side. The mechanical ventilation worked via two identical fans, one for air intake, which pushed fresh air into Leichenkeller Morgue 1 through a special duct, the other for air-extraction, which sucked out the stale air through the deaeration openings, which were connected to the special duct. The fans were installed in the attic Dachgeschoss of the crematorium; the fresh-air intake and the exhaust-air outlet ended in two chimneys located on the roof of the building.

	The obstruction of the air-extraction openings on the floor of Leichenkeller Morgue 1 would have compromised the functioning of this system, which would not have been able to expel the gas mixture from the room in time. Hence, when the door of that room was opened, air from that room would have spread throughout the Kellersgeschoss basement of the crematorium (Morgue 2 only had an air-extraction fan, so its air pressure would have been lower than that of Morgue 1 under any circumstance), but also to the furnace room, through the elevator shaft, due to the lower pressure caused by the furnace-room air-extraction fan and by the furnaces themselves, whose ten hearths sucked in a lot of air, expelling it through the main chimney.127

	This would have had a very dangerous outcome not only for the inmates of the Sonderkommando, but also for the SS service personnel.

	The danger of gassing with hydrogen cyanide (the active ingredient of Zyklon B) had already been proven in the course of regular disinfestations of barracks and other buildings, as stated in the well-known “Special Order” (“Sonderbefehl”) of 12 August 1942:128

	“Ein heute mit leichten Vergiftungserscheinungen durch Blausäure aufgetretener Krankheitsfall gibt Veranlassung, alle an Vergasungen Beteiligten und allen übrigen SS-Angehörigen bekanntzugeben, daß insbesondere beim Öffnen der vergasten Räume von SS-Angehörigen ohne Maske wenigstens 5 Stunden hindurch ein Abstand von 15 Metern von der Kammer gewahrt werden muß. Hierbei ist besonders auf die Windrichtung zu achten.”

	“A case of indisposition with slight symptoms of poisoning by hydrogen cyanide which occurred today makes it necessary to warn all those participating in fumigations and all other SS members that particularly upon opening fumigated rooms, SS members without mask must keep a distance of 15 meters from the chamber for at least five hours. In addition, particular attention should be paid to the wind direction.”

	In Crematoria II and III, any homicidal gassing would have put the lives of SS men and inmates equally at risk, and would have required a long and complicated “degassing” procedure. But these unavoidable inconveniences were never noticed by any “eyewitnesses,” and least of all by Tauber.

	On the day of the “first gassing,” the Kommando to which Tauber belonged presumably was locked up in a room in the crematorium, allegedly so that they would not witness the gassing procedure (P15). They were taken out only afterwards and sent to the alleged gas chamber, but here they did not have to remove the corpses of the gassed persons, a task which was carried out by another team of 70 inmates of the “bunker” Sonderkommando (P16). It is therefore clear that the SS sent Tauber and his group to the “gas chamber” to carefully check the state of the corpses and to testify about them after the war!

	Tauber added (P15f.):

	“After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and had been locked in, and before pouring the ‘Cyklon,’ air was extracted from the chamber, in fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to this purpose.”

	This is just another technically nonsensical statement. The ventilation of the alleged gas chamber was based on the system of two blowers: one extracted the stale air from the room, while the other identical blower simultaneously brought in fresh air from outside.

	Tauber also stated that the ventilation system was started “after the door to the [gas] chamber was opened” (P16), but this is also nonsense, because the ventilation would have had to be carried out while the doors were closed. In the hypothetical world of homicidal gassing, due to the heat in this room (“It was very hot in the chamber”; P15) that also had a higher pressure than the rest of the building (all other rooms only had suction fans), when the door was opened, the hot gas mixture would have spread into the basement and the ground level of the crematorium.

	Tauber furthermore declared that “there was such a stench that it was impossible to bear” (P15) in the alleged gas chamber, but he immediately contradicts himself, saying that the people in charge of the evacuation of the corpses from the gas chamber wore gas masks (P16), and that he did not even participate in the evacuation of the corpses of the first gassing (“However, we did not remove the corpses from this first transport in mid-March 1943”; P16).

	3.2.2. The Undressing Barracks

	In relation to first gassing, Tauber stated (P15):

	“These people were pushed into the barracks which was then situated perpendicular to the crematorium building, on the side of the entrance to the yard of Crematorium No. II. The persons entered this barracks through a door that was on the entrance side, and went down the staircase that was to the right of the ‘Müllverbrennung.’ At the time, this barracks served as an undressing room. However, it was only used for about a week, and then it was dismantled.”

	It is known that the Lageplan des Kriegsgefangenenlagers situation map of the PoW Camp Auschwitz of 20 March 1943 shows a barracks in the vicinity of the northwest corner of Crematorium II. A relevant clipping of this map was published by Jean-Claude Pressac, who explained the function of this barracks on the basis of the above-mentioned statement by Tauber (Pressac 1989, p. 462).

	As I have shown elsewhere,129 this barracks, which was installed by 15 February 1943 as a “dressing room” (“Auskleideraum”) at the request of the SS-Standortarzt SS garrison physician of 21 January 1943, had no relation to the alleged homicidal gassings (which are said to have started there much later), but served to strip the bodies of registered inmates who had died at the camp.

	Tauber did not explain at all why the barracks in question was installed, nor why it was used on that occasion as an undressing room, nor why it was dismantled after a week. Not only that, but his description cannot be the result of direct observation. In fact, he stated that, as soon as the deportees began to arrive, “we of the Sonderkommando were locked up in the room where – as I explained in the description of the crematorium – the physicians assigned to the autopsies were staying” (P15, similar P18). Then he added: 

	“After about two hours in the doctors’ autopsy room, we were taken out and ordered to go to the gas chamber.” (P15)

	Therefore, during the unloading and undressing of the alleged victims, Tauber remained locked up with the other inmates in this room, which was located in the southwest corner of the crematorium.130 But the undressing barracks was on the opposite side, in front of the east end of the crematorium. Therefore, Tauber could not have seen the scene he described, which is simply a figment of his imagination.

	3.2.3. Subsequent Gassings at Crematorium II

	Tauber claimed to have remained in Crematorium II only from 4 March until mid-April 1943. During these scant six weeks, the activity of the crematorium was as follows (P17f.):

	1) “During the cremation of the corpses from that first transport in mid-March 1943, we worked non-stop for 48 hours, but we were not able to cremate all the corpses, because in the meantime a Greek transport arrived, which was also gassed.”

	2) “I worked in Crematorium II until the middle of April. During this time, Greek, French and Dutch transports arrived. Also during this time, we cremated the corpses of the people who had been gassed as a result of the selection made at the camp. We worked in two shifts, day and night. I am not in a position to give a figure for the number of people gassed and cremated during this period.”

	3) “On average, 2,500 bodies were cremated per day.”

	First Claim:

	Tauber tacitly assumed (as he explicitly stated to the Soviets; S4) that the first transport contained 4,000 people. According to Danuta Czech’s Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle, only 1,492 people were gassed during the first gassing (Czech 1989, S. 4401990, p. 352), although not even that figure is based on any facts.131 But even assuming Czech’s figure as real, since on average 2,500 corpses were cremated per day according to Tauber, the cremation of the bodies of the alleged victims would have lasted less than one day. Actually, using the different cremation figures provided by Tauber, it would have taken precisely:

	– about 16½ hours with a load of 3 corpses per muffle in half an hour;

	– about 13½ hours with a load of 4-5 corpses per muffle in about 37 minutes;

	– about 8 hours with a load of 4-5 corpses per muffle in 20-25 minutes.

	Tauber claimed instead that the crematorium staff was unable to complete the cremation of the victims of the first gassing in 48 hours of uninterrupted work,132 because “in the meantime” a transport of Greek Jews had arrived, who were likewise gassed and cremated. But according to the Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle, this Greek transport only arrived on 24 March (Czech 1989, S. 4491990, p. 359), hence ten days later. Tauber’s statement is therefore false and contradictory.

	Second Claim:

	Between mid-March and mid-April of 1943, “Greek, French and Dutch transports arrived” (P18). But according to the Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle, no transports from Holland and France arrived during this period at all (see further below).

	With reference to the summer of 1944, Tauber added in his Soviet testimony the well-known propaganda lie of the mass extermination of French resistance fighters (S6), which was widespread among witnesses in 1945. That same year, this lie was shamelessly canonized by Polish-Jewish Historian Filip Friedman. In fact, he wrote that, in the summer of 1944, 670,000 (sic!) “‘terrorists,’ i.e., patriots and partisans from France” were transported to Auschwitz and murdered (Friedman, p. 74).

	Third Claim:

	In approximately one month, from March 14-15 to mid-April 1943, an average of 2,500 Jews per day were gassed and cremated in Crematorium II alone (and “3,000 people a day” according to his Soviet deposition; S6). This corresponds to a total of about 75,000 people (or 90,000 according to his Soviet deposition).

	According to Czech’s Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle, however, the 12 transports that arrived at Auschwitz during this period transported (according to her) only 30,852 people. 24,021 of them were allegedly gassed, plus 1,700 Gypsies allegedly taken from the camp’s Gypsy section (“Gypsy Camp”), resulting in a total of 25,721 gassing victims (Czech 1989, S. 440-4711990, pp. 352-378):

	
		
				Date 1943

				# Deportees

				Group

				Origin

				claimed gassing victims

		

		
				13 March

				2,000

				Jews

				Krakow

				1,492

		

		
				16 March

				1,000

				Jews

				Krakow

				959

		

		
				20 March

				2,800

				Jews

				Greece

				2,191

		

		
				23 March

				-

				Gypsies

				Gypsy Camp

				1,700

		

		
				24 March

				2,800

				Jews

				Greece

				1,986

		

		
				25 March

				1,901

				Jews

				Greece

				1,206

		

		
				30 March

				2,501

				Jews

				Greece

				2,048

		

		
				31 March

				1,000

				Jews

				Sieradz Ghetto

				736

		

		
				31 March

				3,000

				Jews

				Ostrowiec133

				3,000

		

		
				3 April

				2,800

				Jews

				Greece

				2,208

		

		
				9 April

				2,500

				Jews

				Greece

				2,021

		

		
				10 April

				2,750

				Jews

				Greece

				1,967

		

		
				13 April

				2,800

				Jews

				Greece

				1,936

		

		
				17 April

				3,000

				Jews

				Greece

				2,271

		

		
				Totals

				30,852

				 

				 

				25,721

		

	

	Subtracting the 3,000 gassing victims of the imaginary transport of 31 March, it turns out that, according to the orthodoxy’s standard work of Auschwitz historiography,

	a. there were only 22,721 alleged gassing victims, not 75,000 (or 90,000);

	b. even if the presumed gassings had all taken place in Crematorium II, there would never have been an average daily number of 2,500 cremated persons;

	c. as mentioned earlier, no Jewish transports from France and Holland arrived at Auschwitz during that time.

	The frenzied extermination activity indicated by Tauber, but at the same time any extermination activity, is also categorically refuted by an important fact that happened precisely in this period and to which the witness makes only a passing reference: At the beginning of the third decade of March 1943, Crematorium II was seriously damaged. On 24 and 25 March 1943, Topf engineers Kurt Prüfer and Karl Schultze, called in by the ZentralbauleitungCentral Construction Office, went to Auschwitz to check the extent of the damage: the three forced-draft devices (Saugzuganlagen) were irreparably damaged and (as was discovered at the beginning of April) parts of the refractory lining of the smoke ducts and the chimney had collapsed.

	Schultze was to check the condition of the three forced-draft systems in Crematorium II, while Prüfer was to check the efficient operation of the five triple-muffle furnaces without these systems. It was ascertained that these installations were irreparably damaged, and the Topf Company declared itself ready on 16 April to take them back, crediting the Zentralbauleitung Central Construction Office with RM 3,705 as reimbursement.

	Tauber confines himself to reporting the following on this matter (P11):

	“At first, there were three electric motors around this chimney to strengthen its draft. Because of the heat next to and in the vicinity of the furnace, these motors broke down, and once a fire even broke out, so they were later dismantled, and the ducts carrying the combustion gases from the cremation furnaces were connected directly to the chimney.”

	All of this work was carried out after Tauber had left Crematorium II (mid-April): the three forced-draft devices were dismantled by Topf’s mechanic Messing between 17 and 19 May. The dismantling of the damaged refractory lining began around 24 May; on 1 June, this were finished, but it was not possible to build the new lining because the specifications for the new chimney lining had not yet been submitted. The new lining was put in place between the last third of June and the end of August (Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 239-243).

	How could Tauber have known those technical details, since he was in Crematorium IV at the time?

	Since the two Topf engineers went to Auschwitz urgently on 24 March following a telegram, it is evident that the breakdown had occurred a few days earlier, and that the crematorium had suspended or at least reduced its activity as a precaution around that date. Therefore, in practice, the theoretical number of gassing victims until the middle of April 1943 could not have exceeded 5,150 (the first three transports), compared to the 75,000 (or 90,000) resulting from Tauber’s ramblings.

	In order to establish responsibility for the damage done to the chimney, the Central Construction Office opened an investigation and summoned Robert Koehler, the builder of the chimney, and Kurt Prüfer, who had designed the project. According to the final report by SS Obersturmführer Hans Kirschnek dated 13 September 1943, it was determined that the main cause of the damage to the chimney was closely linked to the "Heizung nur einzelner Öfen"“heating of only individual furnaces,” as the first design of the chimney did not take into account the different thermal expansion of the individual ducts, a flaw that was only remedied in the new design.

	This is in open contrast to the mass cremation of the presumed gassing victims using the crematorium’s maximum capacity at all times as claimed by Tauber (meaning the simultaneous operation of all furnaces), which is therefore, a fortiori, historically false.

	Tauber contradicts himself also regarding the average number of victims of a gassing operation: 4,000 or 3,000 people according to Tauber’s Soviet testimony (S4, S6), and 2,000 according to his deposition given to the Jewish Historical Commission.

	3.2.4. The Door of the Alleged Gas Chamber

	This is how Tauber describes the door of the alleged homicidal gas chamber of Crematorium II (P8):

	“In this door, at the head height of a man of average stature, was a round glazed little window. On the other side of the door, i.e., on the side of the gas chamber, this window was protected by a hemispherical grating. This grating was installed because it had happened that the people who were in the gas chamber, before dying, had broken the glass window. Since even the grating did not prevent this, and similar incidents occurred despite its installation, this window was then closed with metal sheets or a board.”

	At the end of his Polish testimony, Tauber stated that at the Bauhof there was, among other things, “a gas-tight door of a gas chamber” (P28). Pressac published three photographs of this door (Pressac 1989, p. 486), which has a peephole protected on the inside by a hemispherical metal grid. This is therefore in contradiction to Tauber’s statement that the peephole had to be “closed with metal sheets or a board.” Pressac states that the door that appears in the photos reproduced by him “certainly belonged to a homicidal gas chamber in one of the four Birkenau Krematorien,” which he justifies as follows (ibid.):

	“The proof of its criminal use is the presence of a heavy hemispherical grid PROTECTING THE PEEPHOLE ON THE INSIDE.”

	The evidence adduced by Pressac is far from irreproachable, and he himself has provided the means to refute it. On pp. 46-49 of his 1989 book, he reproduces photos showing the door of the disinfestation chamber of the so-called “Kanada I” Inmate-Property Warehouse (BW 28). This door had a round inspection opening with a metal grille attached to the inside, which evidently protected the glass from the inside. Therefore, the need to protect the glass of the inspection opening also applied to an ordinary fumigation chamber. The fact that the door mentioned above had a protective grille on the inside does not necessarily mean that it had a homicidal purpose, but it can also mean – in the context of a fumigation chamber – that the inside was the one most exposed to the risk of the spy glass getting damaged. How? Here, too, Pressac provides the clue for the answer. On pp. 84f., he reproduces photos of the hot-air disinfestation chambers of the Zentralsauna, in which the metal carts are clearly visible on which the clothes to be disinfested were hung. Similar carts were also used for the hydrogen-cyanide disinfestation chambers, and it is clear that they could hit the inside of the door while being pushed in or out of the chamber, thus potentially breaking the glass of the inspection hole.134

	I may add that there is no evidence that the door with the hemispherical protective grille belonged to any of the Birkenau crematoria. The “gas-tight”135 door that was found in the ruins of Crematorium V136 and that until 1991 was located in Crematorium I at Auschwitz137 has no inspection opening at all. The door of the Zyklon-B disinfestation chamber in Auschwitz Block 1 has a very similar structure, but has a small rectangular window clovered with a board.138

	3.2.5. The Zyklon-B-Introduction Device

	Tauber (S4, P9) and Dragon (S11) agree on the presence of four openings in the ceiling of Leichenkeller Morgue 1 (the alleged gas chamber), topped off by small chimneys covered by concrete lids, but not on the claimed Zyklon-B-introduction columns. In fact, the fables created by the various resistance groups in the camp had not yet crystallized in 1945, and multiple contradictory versions circulated: in this case, columns of wire mesh, today ordained to be “historical reality,” were opposed to columns of perforated metal sheets. Tauber supported the first version, but not without inconsistencies. In the Soviet deposition he stated (S5):

	“Zyklon gas was diffused into the gas chamber through wire-mesh columns that formed a square channel with double mesh layers.”

	As Tauber’s tales evolved, his double-layered wire-mesh columns obtained another layer. In his Polish deposition, Tauber described the columns as follows (P9):

	“To the left and right of these pillars were four columns. The outer layer of these columns was made of a thick wire mesh that went up to the ceiling and outside. Behind this layer was a smaller mesh netting, and within it, a third fine[r]-meshed [net]. In this third netting, there was a box, by which the powder, from which the gas had already evaporated, was extracted with the help of a wire.”

	“Above the gas chamber rose four openings like small chimneys, into which the gas was poured. These openings were closed by concrete lids with two-handed wooden handles.”

	It is known that this version, with not-insignificant adjustments, later became the one adopted by the orthodoxy, mainly thanks to Michał Kula.139 Kula, a former Auschwitz inmate (Reg. No. 2718), who had worked in the inmate metalworking shop (Häftlings-Schlosserei) – a Kommando unit of the Werkstätten of the Central Construction Office’s workshops – declared during an interrogation by Jan Sehn on 11 June 1945 that he himself had manufactured these alleged wire-mesh columns,140 but this is not confirmed by the register of the metalworking shop’s management (WL [Werkstättenleitung] Schlosserei), in which all the work carried out by this workshop for the crematoria was recorded, since it does not contain any entry for any such columns.141

	Dragon, on the other hand, leaned towards the other version (S11):

	“Beneath these openings, in the gas chamber, false columns were installed resembling the real ones present there. These false columns were internally empty, and their walls were made of iron plate with perforations, like the common grates that covered the ventilation openings.”

	The witness did not refer to wire-mesh, but to punctured sheet metal like that which covered the ventilation openings of Leichenkeller Morgue 1 of Crematoria II and III.142 This version had a certain testimonial notoriety, because it was taken up by other important former members of the Sonderkommando. For instance, Miklós Nyiszli summarized it as follows in 1946 (Nyiszli, p. 34. Deutsch: 1992, S. 37English translation: Mattogno 2020b, pp. 39f.):

	“In der Mitte reichen vier Säulen in etwa jeweils 30 Meter Abstand [egymástól harminc méter távolságra] vom Boden bis zur Decke. Doch dies sind keine Stützpfeiler, sondern viereckige Stahlblechrohre [vasbádog czövek], an jeder Seite wie ein Sieb mit Löchern versehen.”

	“In the center of the room, at a distance of thirty meters from each other [egymástól harminc méter távolságra], a number of columns stretch from the concrete floor to the ceiling. These are not support columns, but are rather quadrangular tinplate pipes [négyszögletű vasbádog csövek], their sides pierced throughout with holes like a grill.”

	In the same year, Dr. Charles Sigismund Bendel, another self-proclaimed member of the Sonderkommando, wrote (Bendel, p. 161):

	“At the center of these chambers, two latticed tubes [grillagés] descending from the ceiling with an external valve [soupape] served for the emission [émission] of the gases.”

	This version, spiced up with some more fantasy, was incredibly exhumed by Filip Müller as late as 1979 (Müller, S. 96p. 60):

	“Die Zyklon-B-Gas-Kristalle wurden nämlich durch Öffnungen in der Betondecke eingeworfen, die in der Gaskammer in hohle Blechsäulen einmündeten. Diese waren in gleichmäßigen Abständen durchlöchert und in ihrem Innern verlief von oben nach unten eine Spirale, um für eine möglichst gleichmäßige Verteilung der gekörnten Kristalle zu sorgen.”

	“The Zyclon B gas crystals were inserted through openings into hollow pillars made of sheet metal. They were perforated at regular intervals and inside them a spiral ran from top to bottom in order to ensure as even a distribution of the granular crystals as possible.”

	Tauber further stated that the lids of the alleged Zyklon-B-introduction devices were made of “concrete” with “wooden handles.” I will preface this by saying that the use of wooden handles in a lid more or less similar to that of a concrete manhole cover does not exactly conform to normal construction custom, which would require iron handles. Dragon confirms that the alleged lids were made of “heavy removable concrete” (S11; “concrete plates,” P12).

	According to Michał Kula, the Zyklon-B-introduction devices measured 70 cm × 70 cm (confirmed by Piper 2000, p. 166) and crossed the ceiling of the alleged homicidal gas chamber inside Crematorium II (and III). If it was topped off on the outside by a masonry chimney, this chimney must have measured 94 cm × 94 cm (Rudolf/Mattogno, p. 385). Concrete has a specific mass of 2.1-2.5 metric tons per cubic meter. I assume the average value to be 2.3. A concrete lid, assuming a minimum thickness of 5 cm, would therefore have weighed (0.94 m × 0.94 m × 0.05 m × 2,300 kg/m³ =) 101.6 kg. Any gassing would therefore have been a Herculean feat!

	3.2.6. The “False” Showers

	Tauber stated in this regard (P9f.):

	“I emphasize that at first there were no benches or coat hangers in the undressing room, and in the gas chamber [there were] no showers. They were installed only in the fall of 1943 in order to disguise the undressing room and the gas chamber by presenting them as a bath and disinfection [room]. These showers were attached to pieces of wood that had been inserted into the concrete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose. No water supply was connected to these showers, so no water ever came out of them.”

	In reality, the question should be considered within the context of the “Sondermassnahmen für die Verbesserung der hygienischen Einrichtungen” “Special Measures for the Improvement of Hygienic Facilities” at Auschwitz as ordered by SS Brigadeführer Hans Kammler, head of Amtsgruppe Office Group C – Bauwesen Construction of the SS-Wirtschaft- und Verwaltungs-Hauptamt Economic and Administrative Main Office in early May 1943. I reconstructed this event in a separate study, which also involved the crematoria of Birkenau (Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 22-33; see Mattogno 2004b). To summarize it very succinctly:

	On 13 May 1943, the head of the Auschwitz Central Construction Office, Karl Bischoff, compiled a “Bericht über die Arbeitseinteilung beim Sofortprogramm im K.G.L. Auschwitz” “Report on the Division of Labor for the Instant Program at PoW Camp Auschwitz,” where we read:

	“ZA. Jährling hat den Einbau von Kesseln und Boilern in den Waschbaracken durchzuführen, desgleichen die Brausen im Auskleideraum des Krematoriums III.”

	“Civilian employee Jährling has to carry out the installation of heaters and boilers in the wash barracks, as well as the showers in the undressing room of Crematorium III.”

	Two days later, on 15 May, Bischoff sent the Topf Company an urgent telegram in which he asked:

	“Mitbringt Montag überschlägiges Projekt für Warmwasserbereitung für ca. 100 Brausen. Einbau von Heizschlagen oder Boiler in den im Bau begriffenen Müllverbrennungsofen Krem. III oder Fuchs zwecks Ausnutzung der hohen Abgastemperaturen.”

	“Bring along Monday estimated project for hot water supply to 100 showers. Provide for installation of heating coils or boilers in waste incinerator under construction at Crem. III or flue-gas duct for exploitation of high exhaust temperatures.”

	On 16 May, Bischoff sent Kammler a report in which he wrote, among other things:

	“Weiters ist geplant, im Krematorium III in dem Müllverbrennungsofen Heizschlangen einzubauen, um durch diese das Wasser für eine im Keller des Krematoriums III zu errichtende Brauseanlage zu gewinnen.”

	“Furthermore, it is planned to install heating coils in the garbage incinerator at Crematorium III thereby to provide water for the shower installation to be built in the cellar of Crematorium III.”

	The project of the shower system in the basement of Crematorium III was soon replicated for Crematorium II. On 5 June, the Topf Company sent a letter to the Auschwitz Zentralbauleitung Central Construction Office with the subject line “Krematorium II und III. Müll-Verbrennungs-Ofen” “Crematorium II and III. Garbage Incineration Furnace,” to which was attached Drawing D 60446 for the installation of water boilers in the incinerator.

	Finally, in a questionnaire on the crematoria dated June 1943, Bischoff answered the question: “Werden die Abgase verwertet?” “Are the exhaust gases being used?”: “geplant aber nichts ausgeführt” “planned but not realized,” and to the next question: “Wenn ja, zu welchem Zweck?” “If yes, state purpose,” he wrote: “für Badeanlagen im Krema. II u. III” “for bathing facilities in Crema. II and III” (Mattogno 2004b, pp. 276-278).

	Therefore, there were showers in the basements of Crematoria II and III, and they were real showers, used by live people to take showers.

	Pressac endeavored to find objective corroboration for Tauber’s claim that the alleged fake showers “were attached to pieces of wood that had been inserted into the concrete ceiling of the gas chamber for this purpose.” After inspecting the accessible ruins of the ceiling of the alleged gas chamber of Crematorium II, he identified and photographed several wooden pieces embedded in the concrete, and held them to be wooden bases supporting false showers (Pressac 1989, p. 488, Photos 18f.). In reality, however, these wooden pieces had been inserted into the reinforced-concrete ceiling of Leichenkeller Morgue 1 during the pouring of the concrete simply to support the fixtures for lighting the room.143

	3.2.7. The Ventilation of the Alleged Gas Chamber

	On this point Tauber stated:

	“The ventilation system was installed in the walls of the gas chamber. From it [the ventilation duct] opened towards the inside of the [gas] chamber small openings equipped with nets [grates] of white sheet metal that were placed in the upper part of the side walls and [other] lower openings protected by a kind of iron muzzle [hemi-spherical iron grate]. The ventilation of the gas chamber was connected to a system of ventilation pipes that were located in the undressing room.” (P9)

	“In this connection I would like to point out that the persons to be gassed who were in the gas chamber often damaged the electrical cables, tore them out, and damaged the ventilation system.” (P8)

	The claim that the ventilation system was “installed in the walls of the gas chamber” is, to say the least, improper, since the intake and exhaust ducts were part of the masonry walls. These were a closed system and had no connection with the ventilation system of the “undressing room,” which consisted of wrought-iron tubes mounted to the ceiling.144

	The witness clarified (P15f.):

	“After the people had been pushed into the gas chamber and had been locked in, and before pouring the ‘Cyklon,’ air was extracted from the chamber, in fact the ventilation of the chamber lent itself to this purpose. It was a suction-pressure system. The undressing room had only suction ventilation. Although the ventilation was turned on after the door to the [gas] chamber was opened, in the first moments after entering the chamber, when there were gassed persons in the chamber, we worked on extracting the corpses while wearing gas masks.”

	Dragon made fairly similar statements (S11):

	“When the entire gas chamber was tightly packed with people, the door was closed hermetically, and for a few minutes the ventilators sucked the air out of the chamber. Then the fans were turned off, and an SS man opened the box with Zyklon, climbed onto the roof, moved the lid of the opening described above, and poured Zyklon into the chamber through the opening.

	After about 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration ventilators were started, the poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was opened.”

	I have already explained above that the ventilation system of Leichenkeller Morgue 1 of Crematoria II and III consisted of two fans, one for air intake, the other for air extraction, which worked together: the Belüftung intake fan brought fresh air from outside into the room, the Entlüftung extraction fan sucked in the stale air and blew it to the outside.145 Even if the air-intake fan was turned off, the reduced pressure caused by the extraction fan in the morgue would have sucked in fresh air through the air-intake duct. Moreover, uncovering the alleged chimneys for the introduction of Zyklon B would have allowed a generous air flow into the room, rebalancing the pressure. The system of a partial vacuum described by the two witnesses is therefore mere puerile fantasy.

	According to Dragon, after “[a]bout 15 minutes, the aeration-deaeration ventilators were started, the poisoned air was sucked out, and the door was opened.” The sentence is ambiguous, perhaps intentionally: it is unclear whether the door to the room was opened at the same time when the fans were started, or how long the ventilation had lasted already before the door was opened, an element that is certainly not negligible, given the high toxicity of hydrogen cyanide.

	To what I have noted earlier, I should add that, given the obstruction of the air-extraction openings of the alleged gas chamber by the bodies of the 2,500 gassing victims, the operation of the two ventilators would have created a small overpressure in the room. When the door was opened, this would have caused the diffusion and convection of the toxic gas mixture into the other basement rooms of the crematorium.

	3.2.8. The Subdivision of the Alleged Gas Chamber of Crematorium II

	Here we come to Tauber’s unverifiable statement which, according to van Pelt, the revisionists presumably use “to refute the validity of the whole of Tauber’s testimony”:

	“At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was divided in two by a masonry wall, so that it was suitable for gassing smaller transports. In this wall, there was a door similar to the one [that led] from the corridor to the entire chamber. The smaller transports were gassed in the rear chamber farther away from the entrance to the corridor.” (P9)

	Here is Pressac’s comment on this (1989, p. 484):

	“One of the very contestable points in the deposition. It would seem more logical to gas in the gas chamber CLOSEST to the entrance, as this meant less distance to transport the corpses and the ventilation system at the far of the gas chamber must have been inefficient because it was poorly designed.”

	The testimony of Dr. Charles Sigismund Bendel is sometimes cited as “independent confirmation” by the orthodoxy for this claimed division. While it is true that both Tauber and Bendel state that there were two gas chambers in Crematorium II, Bendel claimed that they measured 10 m × 4 m (NMT Document NI-11953) or 10 m × 5 m (NMT Document NI-11390), and were only 1.60 meters high, while the room from whose division these two gas chambers would have arisen measured 30 m × 7 m and was 2.41 m high, dimensions that are absolutely incompatible with those claimed by Bendel, and that cannot be explained by a trivial error of judgment. Moreover, Bendel mentioned the presence of two gas chambers in Crematorium II not because of the subdivision of a chamber, but only because he believed that every crematorium was equipped with two gas chambers (Phillips, p. 135):

	“In each crematorium there were generally two gas chambers.”

	Henryk Mandelbaum also made a similar statement: “One such bunker [Leichenkeller Morgue 1] was about 50 m long [actually 30 m], it was divided into two parts,” but this dates back to the trial of the Auschwitz Camp Garrison (end of November 1947); in his three previous statements (27 February 1945, 26 September 1946 and 19 March 1947), he never mentioned the alleged division of the claimed gas chamber into two parts (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 179-216), which suggests that he was influenced by Tauber’s deposition.

	Szlama Dragon, on the other hand, spoke of a single, undivided gas chamber (see Section 4.11.1.).

	From the point of view of the economy of the alleged extermination, the subdivision mentioned by Tauber is completely nonsensical, because according to him there were allegedly three or even four gas chambers of various sizes in Crematoria IV and V, in which smaller transports could have been gassed if needed. In his Soviet statement, he even claimed that this is exactly what happened (S7):

	“Depending on the number of people arriving, the Germans poisoned them simultaneously [in Cremas IV & V] in one, two or three chambers.”

	But if that was so, what was the point of wasting time, material and money to divide the alleged gas chamber of Crematorium II into two rooms?

	It should be noted that Tauber wants to have worked in Crematorium II until mid-April 1943, after which he allegedly was assigned to Crematorium IV. In the summer of 1944, he participated in the excavation of the five “cremation pits” in the courtyard of Crematorium V, but he does not specify when he was assigned to this crematorium. In June 1944, after the failed uprising attempt, the entire Sonderkommando was transferred to Crematorium IV and, after the October uprising, was housed in Crematorium III.

	Therefore, he never returned to Crematorium II, and consequently cannot have been present at the alleged division of the claimed gas chamber into two rooms (end of 1943), nor when the alleged fake showerheads were installed in the basements of Crematoria II and III, so that his statements cannot be “eyewitness” accounts in this regard. This also applies to the following statement (P25):

	“Crematorium III was built in the same way as Crematorium II, with the difference that in this crematorium the cart for loading the corpses into the furnace was not used right from the start.”

	3.2.9. The Gassing Procedure at Crematoria IV and V

	“In order to pour the ‘Zyklon’ into the chamber, there were hatches with grates in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be closed hermetically with shutters.” (S6)

	“All [the rooms] had gas-tight doors, windows fitted with gratings on the outside that could be closed from the outside by gas-tight shutters. These small windows, which a standing man could reach with his hand raised, were used to pour the contents of the ‘Cyklon’ cans into the gas chambers filled with people.” (P26)

	In another study, I documented – also visually – that such a procedure would have been not only irrational and ridiculous, as Pressac had already pointed out (1989, p. 386), but actually decidedly impossible, already due to the fact that the grates installed in the side windows would have prevented anyone from pouring into the alleged gas chambers the contents of any Zyklon-B can, simply because the cans were larger than the space left by the bars of these grates (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 170-179).

	3.3. Strength and Events of the Sonderkommando

	3.3.1. The Sonderkommando Strength in March/April 1943

	According to Tauber’s Soviet testimony, at the time when he was transferred to Crematorium I with a group of 20 Jewish inmates, 33 inmates were working there in total, 26 Jews and 7 Poles (S2). Therefore, 6 Jewish and 7 Polish inmates had already been employed there. In his Polish testimony, Tauber speaks instead of 7 Jewish and 3 Polish inmates (P2).

	According to his Soviet testimony, 9 detainees of the initial 20 were left alive at Crematorium I (S4), yet according to his Polish testimony, 12 of 22 (P6), and 3 of 25 according to the testimony given to the Jewish Historical Commission.

	In March-April 1943, the staff of the crematoria allegedly amounted to 400 persons, distributed as follows (S9):

	– Crematoria II and III: 240 inmates

	– Crematoria IV and V: 120 inmates

	– sick and miscellaneous workers: 40 inmates

	However, Crematorium III was still under construction at the time,146 so 120 inmates cannot have served there in March-April 1943.

	Tauber also says that the staff of the Sonderkommando was increased in May 1944 to 1,000 prisoners, divided up as follows (S10):

	– Crematorium II: 120 inmates

	– Crematorium III: 120 inmates

	– Crematorium IV: 60 inmates

	– Crematorium V: 300 inmates

	– “Separate Gas Chamber”: 300 inmates

	However, adding these figures together, we get a total of 900, not 1,000. On the other hand, according to extant documents, the maximum staff strength of the crematoria in 1944 was 925 inmates (Mattogno 2016a, pp. 141-150), not 1,000. It was moreover distributed as follows on 1 August 1944:147

	
		
				Unit

				Designation

				Guards

				Skilled
workers

				Unskilled
workers

				Sums

		

		
				57-B

				Heizer Krematorium I TagStokers Crematorium I Day

				2

				1

				109

				112

		

		
				57-B

				Heizer Krematorium I NachtStokers Crematorium I Night

				3

				/

				104

				107

		

		
				58-B

				Heizer Krematorium II NachtStokers Crematorium II Night

				3

				/

				110

				113

		

		
				58-B

				Heizer Krematorium II TagStokers Crematorium II Day

				3

				/

				110

				113

		

		
				59-B

				Heizer Krematorium III TagStokers Crematorium III Day

				2

				1

				109

				112

		

		
				59-B

				Heizer Krematorium III NachtStokers Crematorium III Night

				3

				/

				110

				113

		

		
				60-B

				Heizer Krematorium IV NachtStokers Crematorium IV Night

				3

				/

				109

				112

		

		
				60-B

				Heizer Krematorium IV TagStokers Crematorium IV Day

				3

				1

				109

				113

		

		
				61-B

				Holzablader Krem. IVWood Unloaders Crem. IV

				/

				/

				30

				30

		

		
				 

				Totals:

				22

				3

				900

				925

		

		
				Note that the original document uses the Roman numerals I through IV for the Birkenau crematoria, whereas today they are usually numbered II through V.

		

	

	Hence, Tauber erroneously attributes 120 inmates to each of Crematoria II and III, and only 60 each to Crematoria IV and V.

	These documents especially refute the alleged presence of 300 inmates in Crematorium V and 300 inmates in the alleged “Bunker 2”.

	3.3.2. The Sonderkommando at the “Bunkers”

	According to Danuta Czech, the 300 inmates of the Sonderkommando who had carried out the cremation of the 107,000 corpses allegedly interred near the Birkenau Camp, were gassed on 3 December 1942 to eliminate “die Zeugen der Leichenverbrennung” “the witnesses to the corpse burning” (Czech 1989, S. 3491990, pp. 277f.). On 6 December 1942, a new Sonderkommando was allegedly established, of which Szlama Dragon was also a member (ebd., S. 352ibid., p. 280), who worked on the gassings and pit cremations at “Bunker 2” for three full months, hence at least until mid-March 1943. In fact, Tauber states that at that time this Sonderkommando numbered 400 people (P18), 70 of whom were sent to Crematorium II to remove the corpses from the first gassing (P16). However, as shown in the previous section, this does not fit in with the Sonderkommando, also of 400 inmates, who worked in Crematoria II-V. Thus, two Sonderkommandos existed in mid-March 1943, both with 400 inmates, one working at “Bunker 2,” and the other in the crematoria. According to the logic followed by witnesses and Polish post-war trials, the Sonderkommando in charge of the “bunker” should also have been exterminated, but instead everyone – witnesses, judges and historians (D. Czech) – forgot about that squad. Since these 400 inmates could not have joined the Sonderkommando of the crematoria, which already numbered 400 (so that its total strength would have risen to 800 inmates), they were “exterminated” without anyone noticing, which merely confirms that it was a purely fictitious Sonderkommando.

	3.3.3. The Alleged Gassing of 200 Sonderkommando Members

	According to Danuta Czech, on 23 September 1944, “200 jüdische Häftlinge des Sonderkommandos, die beim Verbrennen der Leichen in offenen Gruben eingesetzt waren, werden – nachdem die Gruben zugeschüttet und planiert sind […]” “200 Jewish prisoners in the Special Squad who are deployed to incinerate corpses in open pits are removed – after the trenches are covered and graded […],” and were subsequently gassed (ebd., p. 886ibid., p. 715). These were “carriers of secrets” who had to be eliminated as such.

	This is in contradiction to what Tauber reported. In fact, he mentioned the gassing of 200 inmates of the Sonderkommando, but in a completely different context: it was carried out as a result of the attempted revolt of June 1944, evidently preemptively discovered by the SS, whose first victim was Kapo Kaminski, who was shot (P23).

	The first source cited by Danuta Czech is the manuscript of Salmen Lewental, which reads (Bezwińska/Czech 1996, S. 2361992, p. 162):

	“Es kam jedoch der Tag, an dem unsere Situation ernster wurde, da man unser ganzes Kommando zum Krematorium II-IV überstellte. Und da es hier keine “Arbeit” gab, sahen wir voraus, daß in der nächsten Zeit die Deutschen komme würden, um eine Gruppe von uns mitzunehmen. Und so geschah es auch. Man nahm 200 Leute und ermordete und verbrannte sie.”

	“But the day came when our situation became very serious, the reason being the transferring of our entire Kommando to crematoria II-IV. And since there was no ‘work’ there, we expected in the immediate future the Germans to come and take away a group of men from among us. And so it came to pass, 200 men were taken, killed and cremated.”

	Here is a third version: the alleged elimination took place because there was no “work” in Crematoria II-IV in September 1944.

	All this is in further contradiction of what Tauber reported. In fact, he stated that both the “Gas Chamber No. 2 and the pyres next to it” and the “pyres at Crematorium 5” from May to October 1944 “worked intensively” (S10); therefore, on the one hand the “cremation pits” had not been filled with earth and leveled before 23 September, as Danuta Czech writes, and on the other hand there was a lot of “work” at that time, contrary to what Lewental states. According to Tauber, moreover, there were at least 540 inmates working at the pits,148 while Danuta Czech mentions only 200.

	Extant documents show that on 7 September the staff of the crematoria amounted to 874 inmates, and on October 3 to 662, a decrease of 212 inmates (Mattogno 2016a, p. 149), but nothing shows that they were killed. In this regard, Dragon’s account that I summarized earlier is very telling.

	According to Tauber, the alleged gassing took place at the Auschwitz Main Camp in the disinfestation chamber of the “Kanada” Inmate-Property Warehouse (P23), which Pressac considers “impossible,” because the men of the Sonderkommando, who knew the alleged gas chambers of Birkenau well, would never have entered a gas chamber. Therefore, Pressac concludes (1989, p. 498):

	“This execution by gassing still remains to be proved.”

	3.3.4. The Alleged Transfer to Lublin-Majdanek

	The same uncertainty reigns over another purported event: the transfer of 300 inmates of the Sonderkommando to Lublin-Majdanek. Tauber stated that this took place in January or February 1944, but provides no explanation for it (P23).

	Danuta Czech writes that this transfer occurred on 24 February 1944, and that it involved 200 inmates, not 300. In a footnote, she cites the explanation given by the witness Stanisław Jankowski: it was a reprisal for the escape of five Sonderkommando inmates, including one Daniel Obstbaum (Czech 1989, S. 7281990, p. 588). Jankowski actually mentions this fact (without naming Obstbaum), but vaguely attributes it to early 1944 (Bezwińska/Czech 1996, S. 501992, p. 58). As a source, however, Danuta Czech refers to the manuscript of Salmen Lewental, who in turn reports on this transfer, but attributes it to the period of the Sonderkommando uprising, thus to the beginning of October 1944, an error noted by Danuta Czech herself, who – together with Jadwiga Bezwińska – edited the second edition of this publication containing Lewental’s manuscript (ebd, S. 230, FN 59ibid., p. 157, FN 63). Needless to say, there is no document that attests to this alleged transfer, which also seems nonsensical: 200 prisoners are said to have been transferred from one death camp to be killed in another death camp! Not even Daniel Obstbaum’s escape is confirmed by any document, but is based exclusively on testimonies (Świebocki, p. 222), which therefore creates a vicious circle of mutually contradicting testimonies, in which Danuta Czech becomes entangled. Whence she got the date 24 February 1944 is one of the many mysteries of her Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 44-52).

	3.3.5. The Sonderkommando Revolt

	Tauber further stated that, after the attempted uprising in June 1944 and after the gassing of the above-mentioned 200 inmates, the situation of the remaining inmates became more and more serious and they were “watched and monitored with doubled vigilance” (P23), which would have been quite likely if there had really been an attempt at rebellion. On the other hand, the documents show that, on 30 August 1944, the 874 inmates who made up the crematorium staff were guarded by only 22 SS men, hence just one guard for every 40 inmates. On 3 October, after the alleged gassing of 200 inmates, there were 12 guards for 662 inmates, hence one guard for only every 55 inmates (see Mattogno 2016a, pp. 148f.). So the SS not only had not doubled the number of guards in the crematoria, but had even decreased it by 72%!

	Tauber dated the alleged Sonderkommando revolt to September 1944 (P24), while Czech insists in her Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle that this event took place on October 7 (Czech 1989, S. 897-9001990, pp. 724-726). In the same context, Tauber spoke of the killing of 20-30 SS men, while there were only three alleged SS victims (ebd., S. 900ibid., p. 726), and claimed that Crematorium V was blown up, a fact which has not been established, as Pressac points out (1989, p. 498).

	There is no documented record of a Sonderkommando uprising, but the extremely small number of SS victims shows that the prisoners’ accounts are probably vastly exaggerated. On 3 October, the SS guards were distributed as follows (Mattogno 2016a, p. 150):

	Crematoria II and III:

	– 1 guard for 84 inmates during day shift

	– 3 guards for 85 inmates during night shift

	Crematorium IV:

	– 1 guard for 85 inmates during day shift

	– 2 guards for 85 inmates during night shift

	Crematorium V:

	– 1 guard for 70 inmates during day shift

	– 2 guards for 84 inmates during night shift

	On 7 October, the staff of the crematoria was distributed in the same way. Since the riot presumably broke out during the day, there were 84 inmates in Crematoria II and III, 85 inmates in Crematorium IV, and 70 inmates in Crematorium V against only one SS guard in each building. Despite this, the rioters overpowered and killed only three guards!

	In the testimony given to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow, Tauber contradicted himself once more by stating that the revolt was not started by the Sonderkommando, but by Hungarian Jews who, also in September 1944, “rebelled and threw themselves on the SS,” and that the victims among the SS were not 20-30, but as many as 40!

	3.3.6. The Survival Mystery of 90 Sonderkommando Members, Tauber Included

	In his testimony to the Jewish Historical Commission of Krakow, Tauber stated:

	“This Kommando was liquidated after a few months, and the men who were part of it were gassed. At the most, a few remained.”

	At that time, in fact, the story of the periodic liquidation of the Sonderkommando members in order to eliminate dangerous “carriers of secrets” began spreading among the ex-prisoners. This, however, is in open contrast both with what Dragon has narrated and with the incomprehensible survival of 90 Sonderkommando inmates who, instead of being shot, were transferred on foot together with the other inmates, giving them the opportunity to escape!

	On the other hand, assuming the classic life span of a Sonderkommando that recurs in this fable – 3-4 months – Tauber would have survived five to six exterminations – from mid-March 1943 to the end of October 1944, which was a total of 19 and a half months – what a lucky fellow!

	3.4. Crude Atrocities Propaganda: People Burned Alive

	Tauber also repeated the crudest propaganda themes invented by the Auschwitz underground resistance movement, in particular the most-gruesome one: of people burned alive. In his Soviet deposition, he asserted that a part of the Sonderkommando inmates were systematically killed by the SS “mainly by burning” (S9), which he then repeated again (S10). In his Polish deposition, he recounted some decidedly nonsensical episodes. I have already commented on the story of the fireproof sack.

	In his Polish testimony, Tauber developed this theme with various imaginative examples. If “dentists” neglected to extract a gold tooth from the mouths of corpses, this was considered sabotage “and the offending dentist was burned alive in a furnace”. Next, Tauber shamelessly invented this story (P16):

	“I personally witnessed a French Jewish dentist being burned in this way in Crematorium V. He defended himself and shouted, but the SS, there were a few of them, threw themselves on him, rendered him harmless, and put him alive in a furnace. The punishment of being burned alive was used quite often for the men of the Sonderkommando, […].”

	Two other no-less-imaginative stories follow (P17):

	“I also remember another case that took place in Crematorium No. V in August of 1944. At that time a golden wedding ring and a watch were found on one of the ordinary workers, a Jew from Walbrom named Lejb, about 20 years old, dark-haired and wearing the number one hundred and eight thousand and more, during the change of shifts. All the Sonderkommando personnel employed in the crematorium were then assembled, and before their eyes, he was hung with his hands tied behind [his back] from an iron bar above the gas generators. He hung in this position for about an hour; then, after his arms and legs had been untied, he was led into an unheated furnace in the crematorium, where the ash box underneath was doused with gasoline and set alight, so that the flames reached the muffle in which this Lejb was standing.

	After a couple of minutes, the furnace was opened, and the doomed man escaped from it completely burned and was ordered to run around the courtyard of the crematorium and shout that he was a thief, then he was ordered to climb the barbed wires of the crematorium fence, which at that time, since it was daytime, was not electrified. When he was on top of the wires, the crematorium chief Moll shot him. Moll’s first name was Otto.

	Another time the SS chased an inmate who was dawdling at work at the crematorium into a pit in which there was boiling human fat. At that time, corpses were cremated in open-air pits, from which the fat flowed into a separate tank dug into the earth. This fat was used to sprinkle on the corpses to speed up the burning process. This unfortunate man was pulled out of that grease tank still alive and was shot. To complete the formalities, the corpse was taken to the block, where the ‘Totenschein,’ was issued, and the corpse was taken to the crematorium area only the next day and cremated in a pit.”

	Here, the tragicomic thing is that Tauber claimed to have been an eyewitness to these grotesque propaganda stories.

	He further related that “[i]n many cases, he [Moll] threw people alive into the burning pits” (P22). Pressac “documented” this assertion by publishing a painting(!) by David Olère depicting Moll threatening with a pistol two women standing at the edge of a pit from which flames are rising (Pressac 1989, p. 497). As I explained earlier, given the temperature of the burning pit, the two unfortunate women would have been burned alive without the need to throw themselves into the pit, and Moll himself would suffer the same fate (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 126-129).

	Another propaganda tale is that of an Unterscharführer who very often “arrived at the crematorium, and cut the fat meat off the corpses of those shot” and took it away (P24; see more such lurid tales in Mattogno 2021a, pp. 54-56).

	And here is a final tall tale worth a mention (P6):

	“I remember that Kapo Mietek asked Grabner to assign him a prisoner for work, because one of our group had died. Grabner replied that he could not give him a ‘Zugang,’ but if he killed four other Jews, he would give him five ‘Zugang.’ He also asked Mietek what he beat the inmates with. Mietek showed him a stick. Grabner then grabbed an iron grate [sic] and told Mietek that he had to hit the inmates with this.”

	Such propagandistic nonsense does not even merit comment.

	 


4. Szlama Dragon

	4.1. Dr. Mengele

	As Dragon asserted during the Soviet interrogation and reiterated in his Polish deposition, SS Hauptsturmführer Dr. (LagerarztCamp Physician) Josef Mengele was already in Auschwitz at the beginning of December 1942:

	“The selection of people for cremation was the responsibility of the SS fascist Mengele, a doctor, and SS [man] Mol [Moll], who directed the mass cremation of people arriving from various countries and of various nationalities, regardless of gender and age.” (S2)

	“I arrived in Oświęcim on 7 December 1942 by train, in a transport of 2,500 Jews of different genders and ages from the Mława Ghetto. At the station, this transport was received by Lagerführer Plage, Raportführer Palitsch and Camp Physician Mengele. Already at the station, they carried out the selection, separating the women and children into one group, the men into another.” (P1)

	It is an established fact, however, that Mengele was transferred to Auschwitz only on 30 May 1943 (Lasik 1995, p. 289), by which time the alleged activity of the “bunkers” had ceased a few months earlier. This cannot be a harmless “confusion” (as expressed by Saletti, FN 3, p. 95), because the witness claimed to have known Mengele personally (P8):

	“He was a man of my height, I think he was about 40 years old, with brown hair.”

	Therefore, he could not have mistaken him for another SS medical officer. Tauber also invokes Mengele’s presence at Crematorium II in his description of the “first gassing” in that building, and concerning the alleged events that took place there until mid-April 1943:

	“From a window in the heating room, I observed how the ‘Cyklon’ was poured into the gas chamber. Each transport was followed by a car bearing the insignia of the Red Cross. The Camp Doctor Mengele and Rottenführer Scheimetz arrived in this car at the crematorium.” (P18)

	This Scheimetz (also mentioned by Dragon) is a fictional character, of whose existence there is no documentary evidence. Piper mentions him in his list of "SS Desinfektoren, SS-Sanitätsdienstgrade und andere SS-Mitglieder" “SS Disinfectors, SS Paramedics and Other SS Members” but merely with a simple reference to Tauber’s sentence quoted earlier.149 Aleksander Lasik, in his documented article whose title translates to “The staffing of the SS sanitary service in the Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration Camp in the years 1940-1945” lists in alphabetical order 184 names, and devotes a generous page to Josef Mengele (Lasik 1997, p. 314), but does not mention Scheimetz at all.

	Linked to this fictional character is a similarly fictional anecdote, told by Tauber as follows (P19):

	“He then told him verbatim: ‘Scheimetz, gib ihnen das Fressen, sie sollen direckt nach Kattowitz fahren.’[150] This meant that Scheimetz had to hurry up and pour the ‘Cyklon’ into the chamber.”

	The anecdote was therefore a known Auschwitz rumor bandied about among inmates, but the imaginary Scheimetz was known only to those witnesses who stayed at Auschwitz or returned there after the arrival of the Soviets.

	This rumor-mill anecdote was also known to the well-known impostor Miklós Nyiszli, who reported it in two almost-identical versions (see Mattogno 2020b, S. 24, 47, 108pp. 137, 159, 216):

	“Einmal hörte ich zufällig den SS-Arzt seinen Assistenten drängen: ‘Gib schon das Fressen den Juden!’”

	“On one occasion I chanced to hear the SS doctor urging his assistant: ‘Gib schon das Fressen den Juden!’” (“Give the fodder to the Jews!”)

	“‘Gib schon schneller das Fressen den Juden!’” (“Make haste giving the Jews the fodder!”) 

	4.2. The “Bunkers” of Birkenau: the Term

	Szlama Dragon is the witness par excellence regarding the “bunkers” of Birkenau for the period December 1942-March 1943. Nevertheless, it is an incontrovertible fact that, at the time of his Soviet interrogation, he still did not know the alleged name of the “bunkers”: the official name of the two alleged gassing installations was, he insisted, “gazokamery,” “gas chambers”:

	“It turned out that they had all been deceived: they were not escorted to a rubber factory but taken to two gas chambers.

	I, who was part of one of the two groups, was taken to the gas chamber which was called Gas Chamber No. 2, the second group was taken to Gas Chamber No. 1.” (S3)

	“In the gas chamber named Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two rooms, in Gas Chamber No. 2, there were 4.” (S4)

	A little less than two-and-a-half months later, the witness had learned that these alleged installations were now to be called “bunkers,” and in the relevant interrogation, he always used that very term:

	“This chamber was called Bunker No. 2. Apart from it, at a distance of about half a kilometer, there was another chamber that was called Bunker No. 1.” (P3)

	The designations of “little red house” (“czerwony domek”) and “little white house” (“biały domek”) for Bunkers 1 and 2 had not yet been invented, so Dragon never used them.

	4.3. Dragon’s Labor Activities

	Dragon’s personal fate after his alleged assignment to the Sonderkommando make no sense from an orthodox point of view. He declared in his Soviet deposition:

	“After working one day in Gas Chamber No. 2, I became ill, so I was assigned to cleaning and other work in Barracks No. 2. I worked in the barracks until May 1943, and then I was assigned to the job of collecting bricks from the brick basements and brick half-basements that had been blown up by the Germans. I worked there until February 1944; at the same time, I worked in Gas Chamber No. 2, for about two months, a few days in Gas Chamber No. 1.” (S4)

	“In February 1944 I was sent to work in Crematorium No. 4.” (S6)

	Hence, he worked in “Bunker 1” only one day, the first day to be precise, on 11 December 1942. Then he fell ill, but instead of being gassed or liquidated with the classic shot in the back of the neck – as the orthodoxy insists was the inevitable fate of those who became unable to work – he was sent to do small jobs in Barracks No. 2, where he remained for five months, until May 1943. Then he was assigned to the Demolition Squad until February 1944, but “at the same time” – that is, between May 1943 and February 1944 – he worked for about two months in “Gas Chamber No. 2” and for a few days in “Gas Chamber No. 1”. However, this is in contrast to the fact that “[a]fter the construction of the crematorium called No. 2 in Brzezinka [i.e., from April 1943 according to Tauber], the barracks in Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the pits were filled in” (P5), so there was no more work to be done.

	Dragon clarified in his Polish interrogation (P6):

	“In the fall of the same year [1943], I was again employed by the Sonderkommando. In between my work at the bunkers [and his reassignment to the Sonderkommando] I was employed in the Abbruchkommando [Demolition Squad].”

	According to this version, the witness was no longer assigned to the “bunkers” in the fall of 1943, but was working in a crematorium, and evidently “at the same time” worked in the Abbruchkommando Demolition Squad until February 1944!

	If one were to deduce anything sensible from this account, he went from “Bunker 1” to “Barrack No. 2” (which, in the Polish version, becomes Block 13, then Block 11, of Camp Sector BIId; P6) to the Abbruchkommando Demolition Squad, and at the same time worked at the Sonderkommando (of Crematorium IV, if we believe his Soviet deposition). He therefore had a great deal of contact opportunities with other inmates. But here, another contradiction arises: the block in which the Sonderkommando was housed

	“was enclosed and surrounded by a wall to isolate it from the other blocks. We were not allowed to communicate with the inmates in another block.” (P4)

	Nevertheless, Dragon was sent to work for a few months with the Abbruchkommando Demolition Squad, so that he could safely tell the other prisoners the “terrible secrets” of the “bunkers” and Crematorium IV!

	But in this regard the witness further contradicted himself, asserting in his Polish deposition that the crematorium in question was actually Crematorium V (P6):

	“I worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned to work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time the furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation. This crematorium was not put into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian Jews began to arrive.”

	Rudolf Höss, about this crematorium, wrote (Broszat, S. 160Höss, p. 215):

	“[Krematorium] IV mußte wiederholt stillgelegt werden, da nach kurzer Verbrennungsdauer von vier bis sechs Wochen die Öfen oder der Schornstein ausgebrannt waren.”

	“[Crematorium] Number IV had to be repeatedly shut down, since after its fires had been burning for from four to six weeks, the ovens or the chimneys burned out.”

	But Dragon did not mean a reactivation of the crematorium after the necessary repairs – which he never mentions – but rather its initial commissioning.

	In contradiction to this, he stated (P9):

	“At the beginning of May 1944, the gassing and cremation of Hungarian Jewish transports began in Crematorium V. The gassed bodies of some of the first transports were cremated in the furnaces of Crematorium IV, because the chimneys of Crematorium V were damaged at the time. Eventually, the Hungarian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose at the building of Crematorium No. V.”

	How long did the witness serve at the “bunkers”? In 1942, as seen earlier, only one day at “Bunker 2”; in 1943 (from the month of May onwards), never, as the orthodox narrative has it that these facilities were not in operation between late March 1943 and mid-May 1944 (or not even existing anymore – Bunker 1), despite Dragon’s false claim to the contrary. And in 1944, he either worked at “Bunker 2” not at all, or maybe two days (see Section 4.8.).

	Therefore, it must be acknowledged that he had exceptional mnemonic and descriptive abilities, because he describes with extreme detail a supposed installation that he claims to have seen for only one day (Bunker 2), and another that he had never seen (Bunker 1)!

	4.4. The “Bunkers” of Birkenau: Enormous Contradictions

	Regarding these “bunkers,” Dragon’s statements during the Soviet and the Polish interrogations are in stark contrast, and not only because of the nomenclature.

	To Captain Levin, the witness stated that “Gas Chambers No. 1 and No. 2 were about 3 kilometers apart” (S4), yet to Jan Sehn he said that this distance was “about half a kilometer” (P3). He did not explain whether these distances were as the crow flies or by road. If one refers to the actual location of the two “bunkers” as claimed by the orthodoxy, they were about 700 meters apart as the crow flies, about 1,700 m along the longer road.151 But this has no relevance, because Dragon did not provide any indication as to where the alleged “bunkers” actually were located, an inexplicable fact if he really knew their locations: the alleged “Bunker 1” was in fact a house presumably located about 25 meters from the western fence of Bauabschnitt Construction Sector III, in the area between the Kläranlage sewage treatment plant and the north-western corner of the camp, while “Bunker 2” was located about 250 meters west of the Zentralsauna.

	Dragon adds that “from Barracks No. 14, all those selected for the Sonderkommando /Special Kommando/ were transferred to Barracks No. 2, which was located about one kilometer away from the gas chamber” (S3), but since there were two alleged “gas chambers,” such a description makes little sense. On the other hand, he does not even explain which route the Sonderkommando took to leave the Camp Sector BIIf in order to reach this “gas chamber”.

	In the Soviet interrogation, Dragon stated that the “gas chambers had been converted from two houses, whose windows had been made airtight” (S4), but in the Polish interrogation he stated that “the windows were bricked up” (P2).

	According to him, the “Gas Chamber No. 1” had two rooms, which could contain 1,500-1,700 people on an area of about 80 square meters (S5) – between 19 and 21 people per square meter! Dragon claimed moreover:

	“In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corpses were brought out. […] Next to the door through which people entered was a square opening measuring 40 x 40 cm, through which Zyklon, which contained hydrogen cyanide, was poured into the chamber from a box.” (S4)

	However, in the drawing of “Bunker 1” created by Engineer Nosal on Dragon’s instructions, there are only one door and two small windows in each room (see Document 9).

	“Bunker 2” is said to have had a floor surface of 100 square meters, and was supposedly divided into four gas chambers (S5), which could allegedly contain a total of 2,000 people (S5). In the Polish interrogation Dragon specified the capacities of the single chambers: 1,200, 700, 400, 200-250 people (P3), so that the total capacity was no longer 2,000, but 2,500 to 2,550 victims – 25 people per square meter!

	This absurd figure, however, makes it possible to calculate the floor areas of the individual rooms, which turn out to be 48, 28, 16 and 8 square meters. If the width of the small house was about 8 meters, as Franciszek Piper claims,152 the last room was a narrow corridor 1 meter wide!

	Since that was a time of supposedly immense exterminations – 10,000 to 12,000 victims, or some four gassings a day (S7) – this nonsensical four-part division of “Bunker 2,” which would only have created obstacles and difficulties, refers to that stubborn attitude, both by witnesses and historians, whereby the nonsense described by the witnesses is blamed on the SS, as if they were a bunch of imbeciles.

	In front of Judge Sehn, the witness significantly revised the capacity of the alleged gas chambers:

	“The capacity of Bunkers No. 1 and 2 was about 4,000 people. Bunker No. 2 could hold more than 2,000 persons in all of its gas chambers at the same time, Bunker No. 1 less than 2,000.” (P6)

	However, the capacity of “Bunker 1” in the Soviet interrogation was 1,500 to 1,700 persons, that of “Bunker 2” in the Polish interrogation was 2,500 to 2,550.

	To the Soviets, the witness stated (S4):

	“About 500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1 were two standard wooden barracks, and at a distance of 150 meters from Gas Chamber No. 2 were two more similar barracks.”

	In contrast to this, in the Polish interrogation he stated:

	“Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 meters from that little house [Bunker 2].” (P2)

	“In the vicinity of Bunker 1 was a small barn and 2 barracks.” (P3)

	Probably someone had pointed out to him that only a demented person would have placed the undressing shacks 500 meters (but also 150) from the alleged gas chambers, having then to escort and guard in the middle of the surrounding fields and forests very large groups of naked victims, in fact, some 1,500 to 2,500 of them.

	4.5. The Cremation Pits at the “Bunkers”

	Dragon also became entangled in further contradictions about the cremation pits, beginning with their location. In the Soviet deposition he said:

	“500 meters away from Gas Chamber No. 1, there were four pits where the people were burned, […].” (S5)

	“At a distance of 150 meters from Chamber No. 2, there were 6 pits of the exact same size as those [located] at Chamber No. 1.” (S6)

	To Judge Sehn, however, he recounted:

	“In the vicinity of Bunker 1 there was a small barn and 2 barracks. The pits were located far away […].” (P3)

	“Two wooden shacks were located at a distance of about 30-40 meters from that little house [Bunker 2]. On the other side there were 4 pits, […].” (P2)

	Since the expression “in the vicinity of Bunker 1” in relation to the two barracks corresponds to 500 meters in the Soviet interrogation, it must be inferred that “far away” designated a distance even greater than 500 meters.

	In the Soviet interrogation, “Gas Chamber No. 1” was equipped with four cremation pits measuring 30-35m × 7-8 m × 2 m, with a capacity of 7,000-8,000 bodies per day (S5). Gas Chamber No. 2, on the other hand, had six pits, with a capacity of at least 10,000 bodies per day (S6). Dragon goes on to explain that

	“In 24 hours, in all 10 pits, an average of no [less than] 17,000-18,000 persons were burned, but on certain occasions the number of persons cremated in 24 hours amounted to 27,000-28,000 persons, arriving by transport from various countries and belonging to various nationalities, especially Jews.” (S6)

	These statements are nothing short of delusional. It should be remembered that Dragon refers to the period from the beginning of December 1942 to the beginning of March 1943. According to Czech’s Kalendarium Auschwitz Chronicle, the peak of extermination activity was reached in January 1943, with about 45,000 killed during that month, an average of about 1,450 per day. For Dragon, however, the daily average of the exterminated was 17,000-18,000, with peaks of 27,000-28,000! This means that in the three months of activity of the “bunkers” (early December 1942 through early March 1943, the period covered by Dragon’s “eyewitness testimony”) an average of (17,000 to 18,000 bodies/day × 30 days/month × 3 months =) about 1,530,000 to 1,620,000 Jews were killed and cremated outdoors, but the total number of Jews deported to Auschwitz amounted only to about 97,000.153

	In the Polish interrogation, Dragon adjusted the number and dimensions of the cremation pits: there were no longer six pits near “Bunker 2” but only four, and they no longer measured 30-35 m × 7-8 m × 2 m, but 30 m × 7 m × 3 m (P2), but he did not dare to repeat the previous absurdities. For “Bunker 1,” he did not even indicate the number of pits, nor did he mention their capacity.

	What is more, all his crazy claims about the pit’s capacities are rendered meaningless by this statement of his:

	“We emptied the ash pits generally about 48 hours after cremation.” (P4)

	This means that the pits were idle for two out of three days, so it makes no sense to talk about daily capacities. It should also be noted that the witness didn’t quite get the cock-and-bull story of human-fat recovery straight (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 126-129), because he stated, rather puerilely:

	“The human fat came from the pits in which people were burned through special channels that went to another small pit, where the fat dripped, which was collected by the SS themselves.” (S6)

	According to the common delusional testimonies on this, the task of scooping the boiling fat (and getting broiled in the process) obviously is said to have fallen to the inmates of the Sonderkommando.

	4.6. Extermination Technique of “Bunker 1”

	4.6.1. Tasks of the Sonderkommando Inmates

	The Sonderkommando of “Gas Chamber No. 2,” according to Dragon, was divided up as follows (S3):

	– 12 inmates (among them Dragon) removed the bodies from the gas chambers

	– 10 inmates carried the corpses to the carts

	– 30 inmates loaded the corpses onto the carts

	– 20 inmates threw the corpses into the pits

	– 28 inmates carried wood to the pits

	– 2 inmates removed gold teeth, rings, etc. from the corpses

	– 2 inmates cut the hair of the corpses

	The total is 104 inmates, but “110-120 people were working at the clearing of Chamber No. 2 and the burning of the corpses” (S6).

	According to Dragon, 200 inmates were selected on 10 December 1942 for the Sonderkommando of the “bunkers” (S2), of which precisely 110-120 were assigned to “Gas Chamber No. 2,” so that 80-90 inmates remained for “Bunker 1,” even less than the 104 mentioned above.

	Although he had only worked in “Bunker 2,” Dragon strangely described in more detail the removal and cremation of the corpses from “Bunker 1,” although he did not indicate the division of duties in that case. In what follows, I base myself on that of “Gas Chamber No. 2”.

	The four (or maybe six) pits were connected to the “bunker” by a narrow-gauge railway on which five cars moved, each carrying 25-30 corpses. The transport (round trip) took about 20 minutes and in 24 hours 7,000-8,000 corpses were cremated (S5).

	4.6.2. Corpse Removal from the Gas Chambers

	On this point Dragon states:

	“The removal of the corpses from the chamber, as I have already explained, was carried out in turn by 12 persons, every 15 minutes [they] removed them in [sets of] 6 persons.” (S5)

	“When we declared in spite of this lesson that we could not manage to work like this, he [Moll] divided us up in groups of two.” (P2)

	The 12 inmates were divided into two groups of six, who took turns working every 15 minutes, so that there were always six inmates working in the alleged gas chambers; since they worked in pairs, these six inmates transported three corpses at a time. How many transports of corpses were necessary to empty the alleged gas chamber? According to Dragon, the chamber contained 1,500-1,700 people (S5; in the Polish statement “less than 2,000,” P3,6), but within “24 hours, 7,000-8,000 people were burned in the pits” of “Bunker 1” (S5), which corresponds to four gassings of 1,750-2,000 people each.

	Assuming the minimum figure of 1,750 per gassing batch, each pair of inmates would have to make (1,750 ÷ 3 =) 583 trips (of three corpses by six inmates). The time indicated by the witness is two to three hours (S5). On the basis of the maximum duration – 3 hours or 180 minutes – one transport would have taken (180 ÷ 583 =) 0.31 minutes, hence about 19 seconds, which also includes the time lost due to the 11 changes of personnel every 15 minutes.

	Bunker 1, according to the plan drawn up by Engineer Nosal on the basis of Dragon’s statements, had two gas chambers each with one single door for both entry and exit, accessed via a staircase of 7-8 steps (visible on Nosal’s drawing; see Document 9). However, this does not correspond to Dragon’s description (S4):

	“In each of the rooms of Gas Chamber No. 1, there were two doors: through one door, the naked people were brought in, and through the other, the corpses were brought out.”

	The fact remains, however, that each room had only one door for removing the bodies, which could be passed through by only one pair of inmates at a time. Therefore, depending on the pace of work, the other two pairs had to queue up to pass through it in turn. Under such conditions, removing a corpse every 19 seconds is a blatant absurdity.

	That this is a purely fictitious story is also demonstrated by the fact that the shifts are completely incongruous with the structure of the “bunker”: since the bunker had two rooms, the six detainees who alternated every 15 minutes could not work three to a room, because they worked in pairs; as a result, four worked in one room and two in the other – an inefficient and senseless organization of work.

	During the Soviet interrogation, Dragon declared that “clearing of the chamber lasted 2-3 hours” (S5), but in 1993, when asked by Gideon Greif how long it took to carry the corpses out of the house (Greif, S. 68p. 136), Dragon relied:

	“Wir arbeiteten fast den ganzen Tag.”

	“We worked almost all day long.”

	4.6.3. Transporting the Corpses to the Cremation Pits

	When the work of clearing the chambers was finished, ten inmates transported the corpses piled up outside the gas chambers next to the carts, presumably also in pairs, so each pair had to move (7,000 to 8,000 ÷ 5 =) 1,400 to 1,600 corpses per day; it is not known how long that took. Then another 30 inmates loaded the corpses onto the five carts, 25-30 in each, and made the trip to the pits and back in about 20 minutes. Each transport thus comprised a maximum of (5 carts × 30 bodies/cart =) 150 corpses, and the transport of all the bodies took a total of (7,000 to 8,000 ÷ 150 =) 46 to 53 trips, or (46 to 53 trips × 20 min =) 920-1,060 minutes, or 15.3 to 17.7 hours.

	How did the carts move? Were they human-powered, or was there a small locomotive? Dragon did not clarify this essential point; fortunately, he did so in his 1993 interview with Gideon Greif. On that occasion, he clearly stated that the carts were pushed by hand by the inmates:

	“Andere Männer sammelten die Leichen und legten sie auf die Wagen, die auf engen Schienen standen. Andere fuhren die Wagen bis am Rand der Gruben.” (ebd., S. 70)

	“Mit Karren fuhren wir die Leichen von der Hütte bis zu den Gruben und warfen sie hinein…” (ebd., S. 67)

	“Another group gathered up bodies and put them on trolleys that ran on a track. Others wheeled the trolleys to the edge of the pits.” (ibid., pp. 137f.)

	“We took the bodies from the hut to the pits in carts and threw them in…” (ibid., p. 136)

	A self- proclaimed colleague of Dragon, Eliezer Eisenschmidt, who arrived at Auschwitz in a different (Reg. No. 80765) and was also assigned to the Sonderkommando, declared in an interview with Greif, also in 1993 (ebd., S. 178ibid., p. 223):

	“Nachher schoben wir die Karren auf Gleisen bis zu den Gruben.”

	“For example, six men pushed the carts that carried the bodies, […]”

	Another self-proclaimed companion in misfortune of Dragon, who according to himself worked at the Sonderkommando of the “bunker,” Maurice Benroubi, outlined the following picture (Pressac 1989, p. 162):

	“We marched 200 metres and stopped in a clearing. Two SS officers were there and gave orders to the SS men. Further on about one hundred Sonderkommando men were pushing platforms of 3m by 2m mounted on wheels […154] and on these platforms there were corpses lying one on top of the other. They put them in front of graves about 20m long, 3m wide and 2.50m deep.”

	Leaving aside further contradictions (starting with the dimensions of the pits, which for Dragon were 30-35 m × 7-8 m × 2 or 30 m × 7 m × 3 m), it is another fact that Dragon, in his tall tale, forgot precisely the team that must have been assigned to pushing the carts, and also the team that would have been assigned to their unloading, which must have been more or less equal to the team assigned to their loading, i.e., 30 prisoners.

	The five carts each contained at least (25 bodies × 60 kg/body155 =) 1,500 kg of bodies, a total of 7,500 for five carts, plus the weight of the five carts themselves – at least another 2,500 kg,156 for a total of 10,000 kg or ten metric tons. How many inmates would it have taken to push this load 150 meters? And how long would it have taken? Dragon childishly simplifies these issues, and this is another indication that his account is not about real events.

	4.6.4. Fuel Wood for Burning Corpses

	Dragon stated that “28 persons to carry wood to the pits to cremate the corpses” (S3), but does not explain either how much wood was needed for each pit, where it was taken from, or how it was transported there.

	For the open-air incineration of a corpse of about 60 kg, a minimum quantity of 160 kg of dry wood is assumed157 (or about 300 kg, if green wood is used).158 Therefore, for the cremation of the claimed 7,000 to 8,000 daily gassing victims, the wood consumption would have been 1,120,000 to 1,280,000 kg of dry wood and 2,100,000 to 2,400,000 of green wood. It follows that each of the above 28 wood carriers would have had to bring to the pyres from a minimum of (1,120,000 ÷ 28 =) 40 metric tons of wood to a maximum of (2,400,000 ÷ 28 =) about 85.7 metric tons of wood every day. These figures are so enormous that they alone expose Dragon’s tale as completely made up. For example, if somehow each wood-carrying inmate had brought 100 kg of wood to the pits every five minutes (outward journey, loading of wood, transport to the pits, unloading), it would have taken at least (40,000 kg ÷ 100 kg × 5 min =) 2,000 minutes, or over 33 hours per 24-hour day!

	4.7. Extermination Technique of “Bunker 2”

	According to Dragon’s Soviet deposition, the pits at “Gas Chamber No. 2” had a capacity of 10,000 victims per day. Here, the clearing of the four rooms took “no more than two hours” (S5), because it was carried out through the entrance and exit doors, since “the narrow-gauge railway ran on both sides of Gas Chamber No. 2, next to the doors” (S6). However, in Engineer Nosal’s drawing of “Bunker 2,” the railroad runs past only the exit doors (named “W1-4”; see Document 10).

	I already noted earlier that Nosal’s drawings are also incorrect regarding the number of doors of the alleged gas chambers of “Bunker 1,” but Dragon made an explicit reference to this drawing (P3):

	“The chamber I described was accurately drawn on the basis of my statements by Engineer Nosal, from Oświęcim. This chamber was called Bunker No. 2.”

	The fact that the witness did not notice such gross errors is inexplicable.

	The removal of corpses was carried out by the twelve aforementioned inmates who worked alternately (every 15 minutes) in three pairs. This division is also inconclusive, because if there were ten doors for the extraction of corpses (the five exit doors plus the five entrance doors), it would have been rational and efficient to assign 20 inmates to “Bunker 2” working in 10 pairs, one for each door.

	The capacity of 10,000 victims per day corresponds to five fully loaded gassing batches of 2,000 people each. Removing the bodies of one gassing took no more than two hours, or 120 minutes. It follows that each pair of inmates had to remove (2,000 ÷ 3 =) 667 bodies within 120 minutes, hence one body in (120 ÷ 667 =) 0.20 minutes or 12 seconds (or (667 ÷ 120 =) 5.5 bodies per minute), including seven breaks for shift changes.

	After that, five pairs of inmates had to transport the 10,000 daily corpses to the carts, and another five pairs had to load them onto the carts. However, since the narrow-gauge railway passed in front of the exit doors of the gas chambers, the corpses would be piled up in the space between, as is clear from Engineer Nosal’s drawing mentioned earlier. In practice, the unit of ten inmates in charge of transporting the corpses to the carts would have been completely useless, as the carts are said to have stopped right in front of the doors. Only the unit of loaders of the carts would have been necessary.

	The six cremation pits were located 150 meters away from the “bunker.” A narrow-gauge railway with 7-8 carts ran from the one to the other (S5f.), which must be assumed to be the same as those of “Gas Chamber No. 1.” If there were eight carts, since the largest gas chamber had a floor area almost equal to that of the other three combined (48 versus 52 square meters), even the least-capable work organizer would have placed four wagons in front of Door W1, two in front of Door W2 and one each in front of Doors W3 and W4, and then put them together in a single convoy, once the loading was finished.

	These eight carts would have had a maximum load of (25 bodies/carts × 8 carts =) 200 corpses at a time, equivalent to (200 bodies × 60 kg/body =) 12,000 kg, plus another 4,000 kg for the carts, as explained earlier, for a total of 16 metric tons. The transport of 10,000 corpses therefore required (10,000 ÷ 200 =) 50 fully loaded trips of 150 meters, and as many empty return trips, pushing 16 metric tons on the outward trip and four tons on the return trip.

	As I noted earlier, Dragon forgot the unit who had to push the carts, and also the one who had to unload them near the pits.

	How many inmates would have been needed to push these 16-ton trains (loaded) or 4-ton trains (empty)? And how long would the entire operation have taken?

	I noted already earlier that the breakdown of the work assigned to the inmates of the Sonderkommando shows 104 people, while the total group is said to have amounted to 110-120. It follows that for this job, undoubtedly the most-difficult and -strenuous, somewhere between 6 and 16 inmates remained available. According to the maximum figure, 16 inmates would have had to push eight carts weighing a total of 16 tons over a distance of 150 meters, which is equivalent to two metric tons for each pair of inmates. – A decidedly impossible feat.

	In his Polish deposition, the witness inexplicably reduced the number of “dentist” and “barber” inmates from two to one (P2). When considering the organization of labor, only a demented person would have planned to have only two barbers cut the hair off the bodies of the (10,000 × 40% =) 4,000 gassed women, and only two dentists check the mouths of the (10,000 × 80% =) 8,000 adult corpses to locate and extract any gold teeth.159

	4.8. “Bunker 2” in 1944

	Dragon also made contradictory statements regarding the activity at “Bunker 2” in 1944:

	“After the construction of the crematorium called No. 2 in Brzezinka, the barracks at Bunker No. 2 were dismantled, and the pits were filled in. The bunker itself was maintained until the end, and after a very long pause, it was used again for the gassing of the Hungarian Jews. Then new barracks were built and [more] pits were dug. At that time, they worked in two shifts in this bunker, meaning day and night. I myself worked there, I think, two days.” (P5)

	“However, since [more and] more Hungarian Jews were arriving by transport, Bunker No. 2 was put back into operation, and people were gassed and burned there. I do not know how many people were burned every day in this bunker, because during the period in which the Hungarian Jews were cremated there, I was not working in Bunker No. 2.” (P9)

	“I calculate the number of those gassed in the two bunkers and four crematoria at over 4 million. This was also the opinion of the other prisoners employed in the Sonderkommando.” (P10)

	In summary, the witness did not work in “Bunker 2” during the alleged gassing of the Hungarian Jews, but at the same time worked there for maybe two days. He did not know the daily number of victims of this installation in 1944, but he could “calculate” the total number of victims including those of the two “bunkers” at 4 million!

	Dragon specified (P9):

	“Both the Sonderkommando working in Crematorium V and the Sonderkommando working in Bunker No. 2 worked in two shifts: day and night. This work lasted for the months of May and June.”

	But the day before, he stated that this intensive work in two shifts had lasted not two, but three months (P7):

	“During the period when the Hungarian transports arrived, we worked at Crematorium V in two shifts. The day shift from 6:30 am to 6:30 pm, the night shift from 6:30 pm to 6:30 am the next day. This work lasted 3 months.”

	In further contradiction to this, he claimed in his Soviet deposition that the culmination of the simultaneous extermination in all crematoria and pits allegedly took place “In May, June, July and August 1944,” hence for 4 months (S8).

	The fact that Dragon, in 1944, had never worked at “Bunker 2” (or had worked there maybe for two days) is no excuse for his confusion or ignorance in this regard, because, as I pointed out earlier, although he had never worked at all at “Bunker 1,” that didn’t stop him from describing it in great detail.

	4.9. Crematoria IV and V

	4.9.1. Dragon’s Activity at Crematoria IV and V

	At the end of May 1944, Dragon was transferred with the entire Sonderkommando from Block 11 of Camp Sector BIId to Crematorium IV, where he was in charge of loading the muffles (“I, and together with me 4 other persons, carried /introduced/ the corpses into the cremation furnaces”; S6).

	In this regard, however, the witness made conflicting statements (P6):

	“I worked at Crematorium No. V. until May 1944, [when] we were assigned to work in the gardens, to split wood, to transport coke, because at that time the furnaces of Crematorium No. V were not yet in operation. This crematorium was not put into operation until May 1944, when transports of Hungarian Jews began to arrive.”

	Hence, if he was transferred to Crematorium IV at the end of May 1944, how could he work at Crematorium V until May 1944? The witness also said that “[a]round July or August 1944, Crematorium No. 4 did not work [anymore], due to a failure of the chimneys” (S7f.), but then he forgot about it again, because shortly thereafter he declared (S8f.):

	“In May, June, July and August 1944, the cremation of corpses was carried out simultaneously in all crematoria and on the pyres in the pits, because every day there was a great influx of people – 5-7 transports. In these months, all transports arrived from Hungary. The furnaces of the crematoria alone could not cremate the people gassed in the gas chambers.”

	For Tauber, on the other hand, Crematorium IV did not have any failures (P27):

	“Since it was felt that the pits were better suited for cremating corpses, the crematoria were closed down when cremations in the pits began. First, Crematorium IV was shut down, I think in June 1944, then in October 1944, I think, Crematoria II and III.”

	4.9.2. Cremation Pits Nearby

	Regarding the cremation pits at Crematorium V, Dragon stated in his Polish deposition:

	“This work lasted 3 months. However, as the crematoria were not very productive, pits were dug next to Crematorium V for the cremation of the gassed Hungarians. There were 3 larger and 2 smaller pits. The burning process in the pits at Crematorium V was the same as at Bunkers 1 and 2.” (P7)

	“Eventually, the Hungarian Jews were burned in pits dug for this purpose at the building of Crematorium No. V. Five pits were dug there, 25 meters long, 6 meters wide and 3 meters deep. About 5,000 people were burned in the pits every day.” (P9)

	So, were the pits all the same size, or were they different?

	The four pits near “Bunker 1” measured 30-35 m in length, 7-8 m in width, were 2 m deep, and had a daily capacity of 7,000-8,000 bodies. Assuming the highest values, this results in pits of 35 m × 8 m × 2 m = 560 cubic meters with a capacity of 2,000 bodies per day each.

	The five pits at Crematorium 5 had a capacity of 1,000 bodies per day each, and a volume of (25 m × 6 m × 3 m =) 450 cubic meters, equivalent to 80% of those at “Bunker 1”. Their capacity should therefore have been (2,000 bodies/day × 0.8 =) 1,600 bodies per day, instead, incomprehensibly, it was 1,000.

	4.9.3. Number and Capacities/Dimensions of the Gas Chambers

	At the time of the Soviet interrogation, Dragon only knew of three gas chambers in Crematoria IV and V (S12), but he told Judge Sehn (P6):

	“At first, there were 3 gas chambers, but later a fourth was installed. The first could hold 1,500, the second 800, the third 600, and the fourth 150 people.”

	Hence a total capacity of 3,050 persons.

	According to this building’s Construction Plan 2036 of 11 January 1943 (Pressac 1989, p. 399), the rooms in question had the following dimensions:

	1. 12.35 m × 7.72 m = 95.3 m2

	2. 11.69 m × 8.40 m = 98.2 m2

	3. 11.69 m × 3.70 m = 43.2 m2

	Room 3 is then said to have been divided lengthwise into two unequal parts, the dimensions of which are unknown (Piper 2000, p. 162).

	Since the total area of the alleged gas chambers was about 236.7 m², this results in a victim density of about 13 persons per square meter (to be exact: 12.88/m²). The following contradictory values can be derived from the claimed capacities given by Dragon for each of the chambers:
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	The division of the capacity of the gas chambers is clearly nonsensical: the resulting density is about 13 people per square meter, but multiplying this value by the real area of the individual rooms, you get three different densities of 16, 8 and 17 people per square meter. If one then multiplies Dragon’s density by the real floor area of the rooms, one obtains three results in open contrast with those given by him regarding capacity: 1,228, 1,265 and 557 persons. Finally, if one calculates the ratio between partial and total capacity, one obtains percentages corresponding to the floor areas of the individual rooms (e.g. 1,500 ÷ 3,050 = 49.2%) which are different than those resulting from the ratio between the floor areas of the individual rooms and the total floor area (e.g. 95.3 m² ÷ 236.7 m² = 40.2%). Therefore, we are not dealing with real data here, but with ill-conceived fabrications.

	This is also confirmed by the fact that the density of victims in the “bunkers” (of 80 m² and 100 m², respectively) was 19-21/m² for “Bunker 1” (1,500-1,700 persons) and 20/m² for “Bunker 2” (2,000 persons) according to Dragon’s Soviet deposition, but 20-25/m² (2,000 to 2,500-2,550 persons) according to his Polish statement.

	4.9.4. Impossible Gassing Technique

	In another study, I documented that the gassing technique allegedly used in Crematorium IV and V as described by Tauber, Dragon and also Jankowski is impossible, because both Tauber and Dragon mentioned the actual grates that protected the small windows allegedly used to introduce Zyklon B, which made it impossible to stick a Zyklon-B can through that opening in order to pour its contents into the gas chamber (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 170-179). Oddly enough, here the two witnesses used almost the same words. Tauber (S6):

	“In order to pour the ‘Zyklon’ into the chamber, there were hatches with grilles in the walls at a height of approximately two meters, which could be closed hermetically with shutters.”

	Dragon (S12):

	“In order to pour the Zyklon, on the outer walls of the gas chambers, at a height of about 2 meters, were arranged hatches with grilles, which could be closed hermetically with covers.”

	Here I will refer to Jean-Claude Pressac’s assessment on the claimed gassing technique in Crematoria IV and V, which he expressed already in 1982 (1982, p. 125):

	“Industriellement, la marche des opérations est aberrante”

	“Industrially [= for mass extermination purposes], the course of operations is aberrant.”

	He attributed this aberration to the fact that Crematoria IV and V had not been conceived as criminal instruments, but had been “transformés à cette fin” “transformed to this end” (ibid., p. 126). This implies, however, that the SS technicians of the Central Construction Office must have been complete idiots, completely incapable of finding an efficient and rational solution to this alleged transformation, starting with the basic and essential device: a mechanical ventilation system. Indeed, both Tauber and Dragon agreed on its absence. Tauber (S7):

	“Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4 and 5, there was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was carried out by opening doors and small windows.”

	Dragon (S12):

	“Furthermore, in the gas chambers of Crematoria Nos. 4-5, there was no ventilation [system], so the ventilation of the chambers was done by opening the doors and [window] openings.”

	Without these devices, the passive ventilation of the alleged gas chambers through the three doors and seven exterior windows would have required days (Mattogno 2019, pp. 154-156), making continuous gassings impossible.

	The aberration noted by Pressac was thus the inevitable fruit of the aberrant fantasies of these self-proclaimed eyewitnesses.

	4.9.5. Cremation Capacity

	The cremation capacity of the 8-muffle furnace of Crematorium IV/V asserted by Dragon is in disagreement with that indicated by Tauber, who in this regard stated:

	“In each crematorium, there was an 8-muffle furnace. 4-5 persons were introduced into each muffle. The duration of cremation was 35 minutes. One furnace cremated 1,200-1,500 people per day.” (S6)

	This corresponds on average to (8 muffles × 4.5 bodies/Muffle × 21 hrs × 60 min/hr ÷ 35 min ≈) about 1,300 bodies per day. Dragon instead said:

	“These two crematoria had 4 furnaces on two sides. Three corpses were placed in each furnace.” (P6) “The cremation took 15-20 minutes.” (P7)

	This results in an average capacity of (8 muffles × 3 bodies/muffle × 21 hrs × 60 min/hr ÷ 17.5 min ≈) approximately 1,730 bodies per day.

	According to Dragon, the four crematoria at Birkenau could cremate 10,000-12,000 corpses per day (S7) – which is simple nonsense, arithmetically based on the equally insane starting figures of 3-5 corpses cremated in one muffle within 15-20 minutes (rather than one corpse per muffle per hour) – plus another 5,000 in the cremation pits at Crematorium V (P9). The total capacity of these facilities was therefore 15,000 to 17,000 bodies – sheer madness.

	4.9.6. Furnace Loading System

	In Soviet interrogation, Dragon stated (S6):

	“The corpses were brought into the furnace on iron stretchers which were placed on frames. On a stretcher, we put 3 and 2 corpses at a time. In each furnace [=muffle], 5 corpses were introduced. The corpses were put into the furnace  [=muffle] from the iron stretchers by means of special hooks, after which the stretchers were pulled out.”

	This means that two immediately consecutive loading procedures were carried out, one with three corpses, the other with two more. Based on the same duration of 15-20 minutes, the cremation capacity of Crematoria IV/V would have increased to about 3,300 corpses per day.

	In his Polish deposition, Dragon gave further explanations about the system of introducing corpses into the muffles (P7):

	“We placed the corpses on the stretchers in this way: when the first one lay with its head forward, we placed the second one with its head back. In each furnace we loaded three corpses. When we loaded the third corpse, those [the two corpses] introduced earlier were already burning. I saw that the arms of these corpses were raised, then the legs were raised. Besides, we were proceeding very quickly, and I could not accurately observe the entire burning process. We had to hurry, because if the extremities of these already burning corpses rose strongly, we had difficulties getting the third corpse into the furnace [=muffle]. We used the stretchers in this way: two inmates lifted the stretcher, one by the end farther from the furnace, the other by the end that entered the furnace first. After the stretcher was introduced, one of the inmates held the corpse in place with a long poker, we called it a hoe, forked at the end, and two other [inmates] pulled the stretcher out from underneath the corpse. After loading the furnace, we closed the door and loaded the next furnace.”

	Here the witness spoke equally of two instantly successive loading procedures, but the first load had only two bodies instead of three, while the second had only one instead of two.

	The technique of introducing the stretcher into the muffle described by Dragon is impractical, because according to him two inmates lifted the stretcher, one near the furnace (Inmate A) and the other at the stretcher’s end farther from the muffle (Inmate B). However, while there was a convenient handle for lifting and pushing the stretcher at its end, consisting of two double-bent tubes, the two front ends of the tubes had to be placed directly on the two guide rollers, an operation impossible for a single person standing at a blazing-hot muffle of 800°C. As Tauber correctly explained, this could only be done by placing an iron rod or a wooden batten underneath the front of the stretcher, which was grasped at its ends by two inmates from both sides, who could then, at an adequate distance from the open muffle door, place the two free ends of the stretcher tubes on the rollers.

	The procedure described by Dragon was instead carried out with three inmates: Inmate A, after having placed – we do not know how – the stretcher on the rollers, remained idle and could have helped Inmate B to push the stretcher into the muffle; then a third Inmate C held the corpses in place with a poker, and the other two pulled the stretcher out of the muffle. Dragon does not explain why the team introducing the corpses was composed of five inmates.

	4.9.7. The Sonderkommando

	Regarding the Sonderkommando, Dragon’s statements present not-insignificant contradictions to those of Tauber.

	The Sonderkommando established on 10 December 1942 consisted of 200 inmates in total (S2), of which 110-120 were assigned to “Bunker 2” (S6), the remaining 80-90 to “Bunker 1”. This number remained unchanged until March-April 1943, when the two “bunkers” ceased operation. It is true that Dragon states that the initial Sonderkommando “within a short period of time grew to 400” (P10), but he specified that “[i]n 1943, 200 Greeks […] were assigned to our Sonderkommando” (P11), which brought the total to 400 inmates. However, the first Jewish transport from Greece arrived at Auschwitz on 20 March 1943 (Czech 1989, S. 4451990, p. 356). Tauber, on the other hand, states that “in mid-March 1943,” when the first gassing took place in Crematorium II, “the work was taken over by another shift of the Sonderkommando, which at that time also operated the two bunkers [and] numbered about 400 inmates” (P17f.). But the Sonderkommando in question was Dragon’s, which consisted of 200 people, since any Greeks could have been added to this squad only on 20 March at the earliest.

	According to Tauber, the Sonderkommando numbered 1,000 men in May 1944, who were distributed as follows (S10):

	– Crematorium 2: 120 men, 60 men each shift

	– Crematorium 3: 120 men (60 men each shift)

	– Crematorium 4: 60 men

	– Crematorium 5: 300 men

	– “Separate Gas Chamber No. 2” (“Bunker 2”) and pyres next to it: 300 men

	It follows that, according to Dragon, for the extermination of 17,000-18,000 people per day in the two “bunkers” in 1942/early 1943, 200 men of the Sonderkommando were sufficient, but for Tauber, “Bunker 2” alone required 300, although Franciszek Piper claims that “only” 5,000 corpses were cremated per day in the purported pits of this “bunker” (Piper 1994, p. 173).

	Another relevant contradiction concerns the dating of the alleged gassing in Auschwitz of 200 men of the Sonderkommando. Tauber (S11):

	“In August 1944, the Germans exterminated 200 men in one fell swoop. They were all killed in the Auschwitz 1 Camp, in a disinfection chamber.”

	Dragon (P11):

	“In October 1944, 500 inmates were shot, specifically 400 in the courtyard of Crematorium No. IV, and 100 in the field next to Crematorium No. II. This same month, Moll selected about 200 inmates of the Sonderkommando, who were taken to Oświęcim and, as we were later informed by the inmates employed in Kanada [warehouse], were gassed in the chamber used for fumigating items in the ‘Kanada’ warehouse.”

	This contradiction is absolutely inexplicable, because here the pivotal event is the Sonderkommando revolt of 7 October 1944, according to which the two witnesses could have dated the alleged event easily in terms of “before” or “after”.

	Tauber told the Jewish Historical Commission other fairy tales: in the course of said revolt (which he dated to September 1944), 40 SS soldiers and 800 Sonderkommando inmates were allegedly killed, and a crematorium “was blown up” – grossly false statements even from the orthodox perspective.

	Dragon also got entangled in other contradictions regarding the Sonderkommando’s quarters:

	“In September or August [sic] 1944 – I do not remember exactly – the management of the crematorium – I do not know how – learned about the preparation of the uprising, and transferred the entire Sonderkommando to Crematorium No. 4, where they stayed for one month.” (S8)

	“Gradowski was shot in October 1944 during the uprising. Back then, 500 inmates of the Sonderkommando, which at that time numbered 700 inmates, were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium No. II, another 100 in Crematorium No. III, and 500 in Crematorium No. IV.” (P10)

	“At the end of May 1944, I was transferred together with the entire Sonderkommando from Block 11 of Sector BIId to Crematorium No. IV, where I stayed until October 1944. As I stated earlier, in October 1944, approximately 700 inmates of the Sonderkommando were housed in this crematorium.” (P11)

	The entire Sonderkommando was therefore transferred to Crematorium IV in August-September, and at the same time at the end of May 1944, and the inmates housed there were 700 and at the same time 500.

	To these contradictions, Dragon adds in reference to the Sonderkommando revolt:

	“I hid under a pile of wood, and Tauber in the chimney ducts of Crematorium No. V.” (P12)

	However, that crematorium’s chimney duct had no access port, so no one could have entered it ever. This is a colossal nonsense that Tauber had the decency not to repeat, but which Filip Müller later made his own (see Mattogno 2021a, pp. 52-54).

	4.10. The Extermination of the Hungarian Jews and “Bunker 2”

	Dragon asserted (S7):

	“Gas Chamber No. 2 operated mainly when 6-7 transports of people arrived, then the corpses were cremated also on the pyres, and not just in the crematoria.”

	During May, June, July and August 1944, “every day there was a great influx of people – 5-7 transports” of Hungarian Jews (S8f.), and in addition to the claimed cremation capacity of the crematoria and the pits near Crematorium V (15,000 to 17,000 bodies per day), we would have to add the capacity of the pits near “Bunker 2,” although Dragon does not state what their capacity was in 1944 (for 1942, he claimed a capacity of “at least 10,000 people” per day; S6).

	In 1944, 437,402 Jews were deported in 147 trains out of Hungary, so each transport contained on average 2,975 persons (NG-5615; T-1166), in round figures 3,000. But according to Dragon’s statements, in May, June, July and August 1944, an average of six transports of Hungarian Jews arrived at Auschwitz every day, meaning (6 trains × 3,000 inmates/train × 30 days/month × 4 months =) 2,160,000 people!

	I have documented in a separate study that a maximum of 398,400 Hungarian Jews were deported to Auschwitz; the most-likely figure, however, is around 321,000, since 107,000 registered inmates who transferred through the Durchgangslager Birkenau Transit Camp constituted approximately 1/3 of the total (Mattogno 2007). In the period of the most-intensive deportation (from 16 May to 7 June 1944), an average of four transports per day departed from Hungary (the number that had been agreed upon at the Transportkonferenz transport conference at the beginning of May 1944; Braham, pp. 156f.), which amounts to some 12,600 persons per day.160 Hence, if we apply Dragon’s claim that “Bunker 2” was mainly used when 6-7 transports arrived (S7), it follows that it was basically never used. It should also be considered that, since on average a third of all deportees were fit for labor, 2/3 of these 12,600 arriving deportees, or 8,400, would have been slated for gassing, so that, from Dragon’s crazy perspective, the crematoria were more than sufficient to do the job even at the most-extreme peak of the deportation of the Hungarian Jews. Therefore, there was no need at all for the cremation pits at Crematorium V either.

	To these enormities the witness adds another (P9):

	“This work lasted for the months of May and June. Based on my observations, I calculate that approximately 300,000 Hungarian Jews were cremated in Crematorium No. V during these two months.”

	This means that the Hungarian Jews were allegedly exterminated in Crematorium V alone, at a rate of (300,000 ÷ 60 =) approximately 5,000 per day, the equivalent of the claimed capacity of the cremation pits near Crematorium V, without any need of having to use the crematorium’s furnaces. Moreover, since this was by far the largest alleged extermination operation, it blatantly refutes the tall tale of 6-7 transports per day and 15,000-17,000 gassing victims/cremated bodies daily (without “Bunker 2”). If in fact these 300,000 Hungarian Jews were gassed and cremated within two months in Crematorium V, which Jews were gassed and cremated in Crematoria II, III and IV (in the period June-July, because in July-August Crematorium V is said to have gone out of use) for the two – or three – or four months of maximum extermination with 15,000-17,000 victims per day? And if the SS could have done without even the furnaces of Crematorium V, how is it possible that the crematoria’s furnaces were unable to cope with the load, as the witness claimed in his Soviet deposition (S9):

	“The furnaces of the crematoria alone could not cremate the people gassed in the gas chambers. At each crematorium, there were storerooms where the bodies were put that could not be cremated on the gassing day.”

	In addition to this, Dragon mentions only one other alleged extermination involving all four crematoria, which took place in 1943 and concerned 70,000 Greek Jews. However, only 48,533 Greek Jews were deported to Auschwitz, of whom 11,147 were registered there.161

	4.11. Crematoria II and III

	4.11.1. One Single Gas Chamber or Two?

	Dragon claims to have worked in Crematoria IV and V, and also served in Crematorium II “at one of the furnaces for about 5-10 days” (S8), which he decisively denied in front of Judge Sehn (P10):

	“I did not participate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. II and III.”

	His statements regarding these two facilities are at odds with Tauber’s claims on points that are certainly not insignificant, beginning with the division of the alleged gas chamber into two rooms. Tauber (P9):

	“At the end of 1943, the gas chamber was divided in two by a masonry wall, so that it was suitable for gassing smaller transports.”

	Dragon (S10):

	“In each of Crematoria Nos. 2 and 3, there was one gas chamber which was located in one of the underground rooms of the crematorium, and was about 30 meters long.”

	4.11.2. Portable Coke Heaters

	Another stroke of witness creativity is Dragon’s idea of portable coke heaters allegedly used in the “gas chambers” (S11):

	“If necessary, the gas chambers were heated with transportable coke burners.”

	He does not explain the necessity or advisability of this heating, which is obviously to be seen in the context of the evaporation of hydrogen cyanide from the Zyklon B’s gypsum pellets. The boiling point of hydrogen cyanide is known to be at about 26°C. The coke heaters therefore presumably served to promote this evaporation. However, the body of an adult emits 1.5 kcal of heat per hour and kg of body weight,162 hence 3,000163 bodies of an average weight of 60 kg would have produced (3,000 × 60 kg × 1.5 kcal/hr/kg =) 270,000 kcal/hr, or 4,500 kcal/min. The heat of vaporization of hydrogen cyanide is 0.2464 kcal/g at 0°C (Peters, p. 56), so the heat needed to evaporate the hydrogen cyanide contained in four 1.5-kg cans of Zyklon B164 is (0.2464 kcal/g × 6,000 g =) about 1,500 kcal. In any case, the heat produced by the bodies of the victims allegedly crammed into these chambers would have made heating or preheating of the alleged gas chamber unnecessary, even in winter.165

	In this regard, Dragon stated in general (P5):

	“In the chamber, after the opening, it was very hot, and you could feel the gas; it was suffocating, and it was sweet in the mouth, pleasant.”

	Since Dragon had received a gas mask since his first day of service in “Bunker 2” (“All 12 of us were fitted with [gas] masks and led to the door of the cottage”; P2), the reference to the taste of Zyklon B does not make sense and possibly relates to its odor. However, as Germar Rudolf points out, hydrogen cyanide has a very-faint odor, and only improperly does the specialist literature mention the odor of bitter almonds (Rudolf, p. 231), which in any case can hardly be described as “sweet” or “pleasant.”

	On the other hand, if the camp authorities had actually set up these heaters, they would have realized immediately that the carbon monoxide produced by these heaters would have exterminated all the victims in a time frame more or less equal to that attributed to Zyklon B,166 but without the need of using hydrogen cyanide. Lethal domestic accidents due to coke-heater emissions, at a time when all homes were heated primarily with wood or coal stoves and coke heaters (also called braziers), were in fact much more frequent than they are today.

	Tauber disagrees, by the way, that there were any heating devices used in the “gas chambers” (P3):

	“These corpses were frozen; we had to separate them from each other with axes.”

	4.12. Extermination at the Crematoria

	4.12.1. Cremation Capacity

	The cremation capacity of the Birkenau crematoria indicated by Dragon is insane: 10,000-12,000 corpses per day. I have already explained earlier that the maximum capacity of these plants was 1,120 corpses per day (in 21 hours), at the rate of one body per muffle in one hour (a duration that would be reduced to just over 50 minutes for the possible presence of children’s bodies). On the other hand, the witness affirms that in each muffle five corpses were loaded together (S6), or only three (P6), which burned in 15-20 minutes (P7). From these data we get a minimum capacity of (3 corpses in 20 minutes in 46 muffles =) 9,936 and a maximum of (5 corpses in 15 minutes in 46 muffles =) 22,080. Considering instead three corpses in each muffle in 15 minutes, a capacity of 13,248 results.

	Regarding Crematoria IV and V, Dragon speaks explicitly of three corpses in each muffle in 15-20 minutes, which corresponds to 1,728 to 2,304 corpses per day, on average about 2,000, or 4,000 for both crematoria together.

	Thus, the capacity of Crematoria II/III must have been (10,000 to 12,000 – 4,000 =) six to eight thousand corpses per day, or three to four thousand per crematorium. These figures are at odds with those resulting from his other data, though: between 9,936 to 22,080 for both facilities, or 4,968 to 11,040 for each.

	However, all these figures have one thing in common: they are technically absurd.

	4.12.2. The Distribution of Duties of the Sonderkommando Inmates

	The distribution of inmates working on various claimed tasks in Crematoria II and III indicated by Dragon is practically identical to that cited by Tauber, i.e., 2 shifts of 60 inmates each made up as follows (S13f.):

	– 15 inmates assigned to the undressing room

	– 15 inmates to clear the chamber and transport the bodies to the freight elevator

	– 2 inmates to load the freight elevator

	– 4 inmates as “barbers”

	– 2 inmates as “dentists”

	– 2 inmates to operate the furnaces’ gas generators

	– 2 inmates to operate the freight elevator

	– 2 inmates to unload the freight elevator

	– 2 inmates to transport the corpses to the furnaces

	– 10 inmates, divided into two groups of five, to load the furnace muffles

	– 4 inmates assisting the guard/overseer

	In the Soviet statement, Tauber stated that “[i]n the gassing hall” – Morgue 1 of Crematoria II and III, which had an area of 210 m² – “4,000 people were gassed at a time” (S4) and that the average number of gassed people was 3,000 per day (S6). The density of the victims was therefore about 19 and 14 people per square meter, respectively.

	Dragon did not provide any figures, but in the Soviet deposition he stated that “Bunker 1” had a total area of 80 square meters, and that between 1,500 and 1,700 people were crammed into this space (S5), which amounts to roughly 19 to 22 people per square meter. In his Polish deposition, he mentioned “less than 2,000” persons (P3,6), which corresponds to a density of “less than” 25 persons per square meter. “Bunker 2” had a total area of 100 square meters and could accommodate 2,000 persons according to Dragon’s Soviet deposition (S5), yet up to 2,550 people according to his Polish deposition (P3). This also results in a density of 20-25 persons per square meter. To reach similar absurdly high densities in the alleged gas chambers of Crematoria II and III, a minimum load of approximately 4,000 persons in them would have to be assumed indeed (thus reaching some 19 people per square meter in them).

	The density of 14 persons per square meter (a load of 3,000 persons in Morgue 1) is clearly already a borderline case and perhaps already beyond what would have been physically possible. But we will stick to Dragon’s script here in order to show other absurdities resulting from it.

	In general, as far as the breakdown of victims is concerned, one can consider 20% children, 40% men and 40% women.167 This means that four barbers had to cut the hair of 1,200 dead women, each barber 300 women, and that 2 dentists had to check the mouths of 2,400 adult corpses, 1,200 each, and extract any gold teeth present. If we assume an extremely tight average time of 15 seconds per inspection/extraction, the operation would have taken (15 sec × 1,200 =) 18,888 seconds, or five hours.

	In addition, two inmates would have had to load 3,000 corpses onto the freight elevator and another two would have had to unload them upstairs. This means 1,500 corpses per inmate, for a total weight of (1,500 × 60 kg =) 90,000 kg or 90 metric tons. What I noted earlier in relation to Tauber’s statements applies here as well.

	Finally, two inmates were to transport 3,000 corpses from the freight elevator to the furnaces, each of them 1,500 corpses. The method was very primitive: the corpses were dragged across the floor of the furnace room by hooking their necks with the bent end of a walking cane or a strap wrapped around a wrist:168 1,500 drags with this ridiculous system! How long would it have taken? The furnace room of Crematorium II/III was 30 meters long, and the five triple-muffle furnaces were arranged next to each other. From the exit of the elevator, the nearest furnace was just over a meter away, the furthest one about 25 meters. Thus, on average, each inmate had to drag a corpse 12.5 meters, and then return to the freight elevator – 1,500 times in succession. If we assume an optimistic average speed of 1 meter per second, each drag (round trip) would have taken 25 seconds, the entire operation (25 sec × 1,500 =) 37,500 seconds or over ten hours.

	As noted earlier, Dragon’s claim makes no sense that only two teams of five inmates were assigned to loading the furnaces, because at the cremation pace claimed, they could have served only two furnaces (six muffles), and five teams would have been needed for the five furnaces in the crematorium.

	Nor does it make sense to assign only two inmates to operate the furnaces’ gas generators, because each furnace had two gas generators, which therefore totaled ten, and each gas generator had to be constantly supervised throughout the cremation process, loading the coke, increasing or reducing the flow of combustion air through the appropriate doors, and adjusting the smoke damper according to the combustion process.

	Regarding cremations in Crematoria II and III, Dragon says nothing.

	4.13. Salmen Gradowski and the Buried Manuscripts

	Both during the Soviet and the Polish interrogations, Dragon spoke extensively about Salmen Gradowski. In order to fully understand his statements, a brief introduction is necessary. Gradowski was an alleged member of the Sonderkommando to whom are attributed three writings, compiled in 1944, which are said to have been found at the end of the war. According to the orthodox narrative, on 5 March 1945, the Soviets found in the area of Birkenau Crematorium II an aluminum canteen containing a notebook and a letter in Yiddish. It was taken to the Military-Medical Museum in Leningrad. Also in March 1945, an anonymous Pole sold to Haim Wolnerman a manuscript in Yiddish that he claimed to have found in a tin can in the area of the Birkenau crematoria. (Mattogno 2021, pp. 248, 250).

	In his Soviet deposition, Dragon asserted (S10):

	“Among the 500 Sonderkommando men shot was a Jew from the town of Luna, Gradowski, who unbeknownst to the SS kept [a notebook with] a record of the transports with the people who arrived and were burned.

	In the last months before the Sonderkommando set fire to Crematorium No. 4, Gradowski, fearing that someone from the Sonderkommando would discover the writings [he had] always with him, began to hide the writings underground so that they would be preserved. To me personally, Gradowski handed over some of his writings, which he put inside a German canteen, to hide them, which I buried in the ground; I can point to this place. This was in October or September 1944. I also know where the grenades were buried that were made by the Sonderkommando groups that had prepared the uprising and the escape. I can point to this place.”

	And here is the account he gave to Judge Sehn (P10):

	“I calculate the number of those gassed in the two bunkers and four crematoria at over 4 million. This was also the opinion of the other prisoners employed in the Sonderkommando. The Schreiber [scribe] of our commando, Sauman [Salmen] Gradowski, a native of Grodno, wrote some notes, in which, based on the information provided by the inmates working in all the crematoria, he wrote down the number of persons gassed and burned in the individual crematoria and described what the prisoners of the Sonderkommando had gone through. Gradowski was shot in October 1944 during the uprising. Back then, 500 inmates of the Sonderkommando, which at that time numbered 700 inmates, were shot. 100 of them slept in Crematorium No. II, another 100 in Crematorium No. III, and 500 in Crematorium No. IV. The diaries of this Gradowski, which were buried in the barbed-wire-fenced area of Crematorium II, I dug up [myself] and handed them over to the Soviet commission. They were a notebook and a letter addressed to the unknown finder. By order of the Soviet Commission, all the writings found, which had been written in Hebrew, were translated into Russian by the medical prisoner Dr. Gordon. The Soviet commission took these materials with them. I know that other documents and records were buried in the area belonging to Crematorium No. II, and that the pits with the ashes of the corpses of the persons cremated in this crematorium were covered with earth. One must look for these things in front of the cremation furnaces. I cannot point to the exact place, because after the destruction of the crematorium, the situation there changed, the ground was leveled already during the time of the Germans, so I lost my orientation. I did not participate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. II and III.”

	Evidently, Dragon buried these writings himself, which he later dug up on the grounds of Crematorium II, but at the same time he assured: “I did not participate in the gassing and cremation of people in Crematoria Nos. II and III.” If, on the other hand, Gradowski himself buried the bottle in Dragon’s absence, how could Dragon specify the exact burial location and then dig it up without fail? All the more so since the ground around Crematorium II had been leveled, and he had lost his “orientation.”

	Nevertheless, he himself, no one knows how, dug up the writings and handed them over to the Soviet Commission of Inquiry. The chronology is at least possible, because Dragon was questioned on 26 February 1945, and the discovery occurred on 5 March – so the witness could have pointed the place out to the Soviets, but the inconsistencies I pointed out earlier remain.

	His advice to look for other writings “in front of the cremation furnaces” does not make much sense, because then these writings would have been buried in the concrete floor of the furnace room.

	Dragon explicitly spoke of “a notebook and a letter,” the writings actually “found” on 5 March 1945, only in the Polish interrogation of 10-11 May, thus after the “discovery.” In the Soviet interrogation, he clearly mentioned only “[a notebook with] a record of the transports with the people who arrived and were burned” (S10), which was never found, and thus can be considered a mere myth. This is confirmed by the fact that this alleged record of gassings and cremations up to September-October 1944, in Dragon’s perspective, should have listed the mythical 4 million victims!

	On the “finding” of these manuscripts, I add an additional element here that I had not considered in my specific treatment of the subject (Mattogno 2021, pp. 243-289).

	A photograph from 1945 by an unknown author, but bearing at the bottom half of a stamp reading “Чрезвычайная го[сударственная комиссия]” (“Chrezvychaynaya go[sudarstvennaya Komissiya]”), the Extraordinary State Commission that investigated Auschwitz, shows on a table a destroyed water bottle along with a notebook and a sheet of paper, apparently in good condition. The accompanying caption in five languages says (Bogusławska-Świebocka, p. 187; see Document 19):

	“1945 auf dem Gelände des Krematoriums II in Birkenau gefundene handschriftliche Aufzeichnungen eines Häftlings – des Mitglieds des Sonderkommandos Zalmen Gradowski.”

	“Prisoner’s diary, written by Sonderkommando member Zalmen Gradowski, found in 1945 in the area of crematory II in Birkenau (Unknown author, 1945)”

	It is not at all credible that an aluminum water bottle would have literally exploded in such a way by merely lying in the ground for just five months, nor that any sheets of paper it contained would have been preserved inside so well, if the bottle was that massively destroyed.

	Tauber was equally brazen on this issue (P27):

	“Individuals from the crematorium staff secretly wrote down the most dramatic figures and events concerning the gassed persons. These notes were buried in various locations near the crematoria. Some of these notes were dug up during the stay of the Soviet Commission, which took them away. However, the vast majority must still be hidden in the ground, and this material could be recovered. Among other things, there are buried photographs of people gassed in the gas chamber, as well as of a transport that arrived at the crematorium for gassing.”

	These alleged photographs were never found, despite the presence in Auschwitz from February to June 1945 of many self-proclaimed Sonderkommando “eyewitnesses” such as Tauber himself, Dragon, Mandelbaum, Jankowski and Nagraba, and one can thus be quite sure that this is just another myth.

	Other stories also belong to this fabulous anecdote. I point out only one which is particularly crude and requires no comment (Dragon, S7):

	“Almost all the Russians were burned, and in the last period, before the arrival of the Red Army and the liberation of the inmates of the Auschwitz Camp, mainly only Russian children were burned, who had been torn away from their parents; the adults instead were used for work in the camp.”

	This was evidently meant as a tear-jerker to ingratiate himself with his Soviet interrogators.

	 


Conclusions

	There is no doubt that, as Pressac has shown, Tauber’s testimonies are indeed 95% reliable from the architectural point of view, meaning with regard to the physical description of the crematoria and their equipment. However, Pressac’s judgment that I quoted in the Introduction is doubly naive. First of all, the actual congruence of Tauber’s statements with the crematoria’s architectural features and equipment is not at all “proof of the exceptional validity of his testimony” (Pressac 1989, p. 502), but simply its conditio sine qua non: the correct description of the crematoria in no way confirms as true what Tauber claims took place in them. Second, the correspondence of his testimony with the “historical material available now that was not available in May 1945,” i.e., with the documentation seized by the Soviets, simply arises from on the fact that – as is clear from his testimony – Tauber was made aware of this documentation by the Soviet investigators; hence it was available to him in May 1945. In this regard, Tauber stated in his Polish testimony (P3):

	“I call muffles, according to the terminology accepted by the Soviet Commission, the retorts for the cremation of corpses.”

	In reality, the German term “Muffel,” polonized into “mufle,” was the usual and correct term for the cremation chambers, something that Tauber should have known well. Instead, he always uses the wrong term “retorty,” retorts. He polonized other German terms – Heizraum, Drehscheibe, Schreibstube, Totenmeldung, Goldgießer, Goldarbeiter – but strangely not the far more important ones (in his perspective) of “Gaskammer” and “Vergasungskeller.” In the Polish interrogation he explicitly equated the alleged gas chamber with Leichenkeller 1 (Morgue 1), with the clear intention of “explaining” in an orthodox sense the presence of this term on the crematoria’s plans (P7).

	Tauber was also able to observe the equipment and devices of the crematoria and the elements of the furnaces stored in the Bauhof at the time.

	On the contrary, it appears from the examination of Tauber’s testimonies that he tried to explain the documents he was shown by the Soviets, and these attempts constitute a not-insignificant part of his testimonies. I limit myself to the most-obvious cases:

	1) Tauber states that dummy showers were installed in the gas chamber (and benches and coat hangers in the undressing room) only in the fall of 1943 “to disguise the undressing room and the gas chamber by presenting them as a bath and disinfection [room]” (P10f.). This assertion, which has no documentary support, merely served to explain why the inventory attached to the handover negotiation for Crematorium III of 24 June 1943 concerning the basement (Kellergeschoss) shows “14 showers” (“14 Brausen”) for Leichenkeller Morgue 1 (the alleged homicidal gas chamber),169 whereas in the corresponding inventory of Crematorium II (dated 31 March 1943) the showers do not appear at all.170 As I explained earlier, these showers were in fact part of the “Special Measures for the Improvement of Hygienic Facilities” implemented in the Birkenau Camp, which were ordered by Kammler at the beginning of May 1943, and for this very reason the showers could not appear in a document (the above-mentioned inventory of Crematorium II) created already on 31 March.

	2) The story of the undressing barrack, which, as I have shown earlier, is a mere invention, served only to explain why a barracks appears in front of the northeast corner of Crematorium II on the Plan 2216 of the Birkenau Camp dated 20 March 1943. Tauber, however, does not clarify why the short-term construction of this barracks had become necessary, and Pressac, who considers it “proof” of Tauber’s reliability (Pressac 1989, p. 492), provides two conflicting and inconclusive explanations in this regard (see Mattogno 2004b, pp. 285f.). In fact, as I have made clear earlier, this barracks had been ordered by the SS-Standortarzt garrison physician on 21 January 1943, and had already been installed a month before the alleged inaugural gassing described by Tauber, which, by the way, thwarts Pressac’s attempts at explanation.

	3) Tauber stated that the three forced-draft devices “were later dismantled, and the ducts carrying the combustion gases from the cremation furnaces were connected directly to the chimney” (P11). This is true, and the related works, as I explained earlier, were carried out after Tauber had left Crematorium II (mid-April): so how could the witness have known these technical details since at the time he was in Crematorium IV and then never returned to Crematorium II? Evidently from the documents, as I learned them as well.

	4) Tauber’s statements about the strength of the Sonderkommando also derive from the documents he was shown by the Soviets. These documents are very fragmentary and start from January 1944. On 1 January 1944, the strength of the crematorium staff (Krematoriumspersonal) was 383 inmates; on 31 January, it was 414; and on 15 February, it was 405 (Mattogno 2016a, p. 141); thus, Tauber claims that number, rounded down to 400, for the beginning of his term there a year earlier (March 1943), and that this number remained the same until exactly February 1944 (P23f.):

	“At first, when I was assigned to work in the Sonderkommando, it numbered about 400 inmates, and maintained this strength until January or February 1944.”

	For the nine months in between, he does not provide any figures, only because there are no documents in this regard.

	Even more important is the fact that, until February 1945, Tauber and the Soviet Commission of Inquiry alike were unaware of the term “bunker” later affixed to the alleged provisional gas chambers at Birkenau. In fact, he simply calls them “separate gas chambers.” As I have documented in another study, this term, purportedly in common use among the SS and inmates, was created only at the beginning of Jan Sehn’s investigation (Mattogno 2016, pp. 77-79).

	From a historical perspective, Tauber’s statements are either false or erroneous, or they lack objective corroboration, such as:

	– the physical and thermo-technical follies on the loading of corpses into the muffles and on the cremation capacity of the furnaces,

	– the absurdity of the flames shooting out of the crematoria’s chimneys,

	– the alleged gassing of “French resistance fighters,”

	– the transports of French and Dutch Jews in March-April 1943,

	– the Greek transport allegedly arriving immediately after the transport from Krakow, the first said to have been gassed in Crematorium II,

	– the number of deportees in this transport,

	– the presence of Mengele at Auschwitz in March-April 1943,

	– the date of the Sonderkommando revolt,

	– the number of SS men allegedly killed during the revolt,

	– the presence of five “cremation pits” in the courtyard of Crematorium V in the summer of 1944,

	– the presence of a field railway in the vicinity of the “cremation pits,”

	– the presence of four or seven cremation pits in the entire Birkenau area in 1944,

	– the transport of the crematoria equipment to Gross-Rosen,

	– the gassing of 200 Sonderkommando inmates in the disinfestation chamber of “Kanada” in Auschwitz,

	– the strength of the Sonderkommando in 1944,

	– its distribution among the individual crematoria,

	– the division of the presumed gas chamber of Crematorium II into two rooms,

	– the retirement of Crematorium I in February or March 1943 (it was actually retired in July 1943).

	… not to mention the blatant lie about the number of camp victims (P27f.):

	“According to my assumptions, the total number of persons gassed in the Auschwitz crematoria during the period in which I served in these crematoria as a member of the Sonderkommando, is approximately 2 million. During my stay in Auschwitz, I had the opportunity to talk to various inmates who had worked in the crematoria and bunkers of Auschwitz before my arrival there. From them, I learned that by the time I started to work in the crematoria, approximately two million people had already been gassed in Bunkers Nos. I and II or in Crematorium No. I. In total, therefore, I calculate the total number of people gassed at Auschwitz at about 4 million.”

	In light of the critical examination I have set forth above, Robert van Pelt’s claim that “Tauber’s statement was extremely specific, it did not contain contradictions, and it did not contain improbable allegations” and the attribution to it of the “the highest evidentiary value to it, not only because of its internal consistency,” characterize van Pelt as either a gullible fool or a deliberate deceiver.

	This also applies to his laughable judgment that “Dragon was precise and reliable when he talked about what he had witnessed in person.” What the witness claimed to have “witnessed in person” is false and absurd, and his statements teem with enormous contradictions.

	The intentionally untrue character of the statements of Tauber and Dragon results from an incontrovertible fact: both of them fixed the number of the alleged victims of Auschwitz at four million – a mythical figure largely disavowed by current orthodox Holocaust historiography, which has been reduced to 1,100,000 (Piper 1993, p. 202). It matters little whether this figure was invented by the witnesses or by the Soviets. What matters is that the witnesses constructed their testimonies on the basis of the Four-Million Lie, i.e., their statements about the number of deportees to Auschwitz, the cremation capacity of the crematoria, and the gassing and burning capacity of the phantom “bunkers” of Birkenau aimed at delineating the picture of an immense mass extermination of precisely four million people.

	The collapse of the myth of four million Auschwitz victims necessarily involves the invalidation of these testimonies, as they are based on falsehood and deception. In fact, one cannot claim that Tauber and Dragon had simply adopted a multiplier of 4 – as J.-C. Pressac (falsely) claimed regarding the ramblings of Myklós Nyiszli (Pressac 1989, p. 475) – so that it would be enough to divide all their figures by 4 to obtain the “truth”. On the one hand, this “multiplier” would still constitute a deliberate lie that completely discredits the trustworthiness of the witnesses. On the other hand, the figures are only one aspect of these testimonies’ mendacity, and have no relation to the alleged events that are historically false or absurd, and of which Tauber and Dragon claimed to have been eyewitnesses.

	This means that Tauber and Dragon were deliberate impostors.

	In reference to Tauber, van Pelt asserted that the “negationists [=revisionists] have not been able to discredit him as a witness.” However, the only thing that is actually certain is the fact that he has irreparably discredited himself as a historian, and this applies to all orthodox Holocaust “historians” who have taken seriously the ramblings of these two blatantly false witnesses.
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				Document 1a: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 27-28 February 1945. Manuscript, second page. GARF, 7021-108-13, p. 14.
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				Document 2: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 27-28 February 1945. Typescript. GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 1-12.
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				Document 3: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 27-28 February 1945. Typescript, first page. GARF, 7021-108-13, p. 28.
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				Document 4: Interrogation Protocol of H. Tauber dated 24 May 1945. AGK, NTN 93 (Höss Trial), Vol. 11, pp. 122-150.
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				Document 5: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 26 February 1945. Manuscript, first page. GARF, 7021-108-19, p. 194.
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				Document 6: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 26 February 1945. Typescript, first page. GARF, 7021-108-19, p. 180.
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				Document 7: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 26 February 1945. Typescript. GARF, 7021-108-8, pp. 14-27.
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				Document 8: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, pp. 102-114.
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				Document 9: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. Appendix 1. Sketch of “Bunker” No. 1. AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, p. 115.
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				Document 10: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. Appendix 2. Sketch of “Bunker” No. 2. AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, p. 116.
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				Document 11: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. Appendix 3. Sketch of the area around “Bunker” No. 2. AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, p. 117.
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				Document 12: Interrogation Protocol of Szlama Dragon dated 10-11 May 1945. Appendix 4. Sketch of Crematorium No. 4. AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, p. 118.
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				Document 13: Temporary freight elevator of Crematorium II at Birkenau. Pressac 1989, p. 488.
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				Document 14: Door found in 1945 in the area of the Crematorium V. APMO, Neg. No. 12683.
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				Documents 15: The same door of Document 14, stored in the furnace room of the crematorium at the Auschwitz Stammlager Main Camp in 1991. © Carlo Mattogno.
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				Documents 16: Door of the disinfestation chamber of Block 1 at the Auschwitz Stammlager Main Camp in 1991. © Carlo Mattogno.
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				Documents 17: Door of the disinfestation chamber of Block 1 at the Auschwitz Stammlager Main Camp in 1991. © Carlo Mattogno.
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				Document 18: One of the grates that covered the ventilation openings in Leichenkeller Morgue 1 of Crematoria II and III. Pressac 1989, p. 233. I have rotated the image from horizontal to vertical to give an idea of how the perforated sheet-metal column for the introduction of Zyklon B would have looked like, as it was described by F. Müller.
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				Document 19: “1945 auf dem Gelände des Krematoriums II in Birkenau gefundene handschriftliche Aufzeichnungen eines Häftlings - des Mitglieds des Sonderkommandos Zalmen Gradowski.” “Prisoner’s diary, written by Sonderkommando member Zalmen Gradowski, found in 1945 in the area of Crematorium II in Birkenau (unknown author, 1945)”; Bogusławska-Świebocka, p. 187.

		

	

	 


Archive Abbreviations

	
		
				AGK:

				Archiwum Głównej Komisji Badania Zbrodni w Polsce, Archives of the Central Commission for the Investigation of Crimes in Poland, now Instytut Pamięci Narodowej, Institute of National Remembrance – Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish Nation), Warsaw

		

		
				GARF:

				Gosudarstvenny Arkhiv Rossiyskoy Federatsii, State Archive of the Russian Federation, Moscow

		

		
				RGVA:

				Rossiysky Gosudarstvenny Voyenny Arkhiv, Russian State Military (War) Archive, Moscow

		

		
				YVA:

				Yad Vashem Archives, Jerusalem
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Section One: General Overviews of the Holocaust 

	The First Holocaust. The Surprising Origin of the Six-Million Figure. By Don Heddesheimer. This compact but substantive study documents propaganda spread prior to, during and after the FIRST World War that claimed East European Jewry was on the brink of annihilation. The magic number of suffering and dying Jews was 6 million back then as well. The book details how these Jewish fundraising operations in America raised vast sums in the name of feeding suffering Polish and Russian Jews but actually funneled much of the money to Zionist and Communist groups. 5th edition, 198 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#6) 

	Lectures on the Holocaust. Controversial Issues Cross Examined. By Germar Rudolf. Between 1992 and 2005 German scholar Germar Rudolf lectured to various audiences about the Holocaust in the light of new findings. Rudolf’s sometimes astounding facts and arguments fell on fertile soil among his listeners, as they were presented in a very sensitive and scholarly way. This book is the literary version of Rudolf’s lectures, enriched with the most recent findings of historiography. Rudolf introduces the most important arguments for his findings, and his audience reacts with supportive, skeptical and also hostile questions. We believe this book is the best introduction into this taboo topic. Third edition, 590 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#15)

	Breaking the Spell. The Holocaust, Myth & Reality. By Nicholas Kollerstrom. In 1941, British Intelligence analysts cracked the German “Enigma” code. Hence, in 1942 and 1943, encrypted radio communications between German concentration camps and the Berlin headquarters were decrypted. The intercepted data refutes, the orthodox “Holocaust” narrative. It reveals that the Germans were desperate to reduce the death rate in their labor camps, which was caused by catastrophic typhus epidemics. Dr. Kollerstrom, a science historian, has taken these intercepts and a wide array of mostly unchallenged corroborating evidence to show that “witness statements” supporting the human gas chamber narrative clearly clash with the available scientific data. Kollerstrom concludes that the history of the Nazi “Holocaust” has been written by the victors with ulterior motives. It is distorted, exaggerated and largely wrong. With a foreword by Prof. Dr. James Fetzer. 5th edition, 271 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#31)

	Debating the Holocaust. A New Look at Both Sides. By Thomas Dalton. Mainstream historians insist that there cannot be, may not be a debate about the Holocaust. But ignoring it does not make this controversy go away. Traditional scholars admit that there was neither a budget, a plan, nor an order for the Holocaust; that the key camps have all but vanished, and so have any human remains; that material and unequivocal documentary evidence is absent; and that there are serious problems with survivor testimonies. Dalton juxtaposes the traditional Holocaust narrative with revisionist challenges and then analyzes the mainstream’s responses to them. He reveals the weaknesses of both sides, while declaring revisionism the winner of the current state of the debate. 4th, revised and expanded edition, 341 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#32)

	The Hoax of the Twentieth Century. The Case against the Presumed Extermination of European Jewry. By Arthur R. Butz. The first writer to analyze the entire Holocaust complex in a precise scientific manner. This book exhibits the overwhelming force of arguments accumulated by the mid-1970s. It continues to be a major historical reference work, frequently cited by prominent personalities. This edition has numerous supplements with new information gathered over the last 35 years. Fourth edition, 524 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#7)

	Dissecting the Holocaust. The Growing Critique of ‘Truth’ and ‘Memory.’ Edited by Germar Rudolf. Dissecting the Holocaust applies state-of-the-art scientific technique and classic methods of detection to investigate the alleged murder of millions of Jews by Germans during World War II. In 22 contributions—each of some 30 pages—the 17 authors dissect generally accepted paradigms of the “Holocaust.” It reads as exciting as a crime novel: so many lies, forgeries and deceptions by politicians, historians and scientists are proven. This is the intellectual adventure of the 21st century. Be part of it! Third revised edition. Ca. 630 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#1)

	The Dissolution of Eastern European Jewry. By Walter N. Sanning. Six Million Jews died in the Holocaust. Sanning did not take that number at face value, but thoroughly explored European population developments and shifts mainly caused by emigration as well as deportations and evacuations conducted by both Nazis and the Soviets, among other things. The book is based mainly on Jewish, Zionist and mainstream sources. It concludes that a sizeable share of the Jews found missing during local censuses after the Second World War, which were so far counted as “Holocaust victims,” had either emigrated (mainly to Israel or the U.S.) or had been deported by Stalin to Siberian labor camps. 2nd, corrected edition, foreword by A.R. Butz, epilogue by Germar Rudolf containing important updates; 224 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography (#29).

	Air-Photo Evidence: World War Two Photos of Alleged Mass Murder Sites Analyzed. By Germar Rudolf (ed.). During World War Two both German and Allied reconnaissance aircraft took countless air photos of places of tactical and strategic interest in Europe. These photos are prime evidence for the investigation of the Holocaust. Air photos of locations like Auschwitz, Majdanek, Treblinka, Babi Yar etc. permit an insight into what did or did not happen there. This book is full of air photo reproductions and schematic drawings explaining them. According to the author, these images refute many of the atrocity claims made by witnesses in connection with events in the German sphere of influence. 6th revised and expanded edition, with a contribution by Carlo Mattogno. 167 pages, 8.5”×11”, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index (#27).

	The Leuchter Reports: Critical Edition. By Fred Leuchter, Robert Faurisson and Germar Rudolf. Between 1988 and 1991, U.S. expert on execution technologies Fred Leuchter wrote four detailed reports addressing whether the Third Reich operated homicidal gas chambers. The first report on Auschwitz and Majdanek became world famous. Based on chemical analyses and various technical arguments, Leuchter concluded that the locations investigated “could not have then been, or now be, utilized or seriously considered to function as execution gas chambers.” 4th edition, 252 pages, b&w illustrations. (#16)

	Bungled: “The Destruction of the European Jews”. Raul Hilberg’s Failure to Prove National-Socialist “Killing Centers.” His Misrepresented Sources and Flawed Methods”. By Carlo Mattogno. Raul Hilberg's magnum opus The Destruction of the European Jews is an orthodox standard work on the Holocaust. But how does Hilberg support his thesis that Jews were murdered en masse? He rips documents out of their context, distorts their content, misinterprets their meaning, and ignores entire archives. He only refers to “useful” witnesses, quotes fragments out of context, and conceals the fact that his witnesses are lying through their teeth. Lies and deceits permeate Hilberg’s book. 302 pages, bibliography, index. (#3)

	Jewish Emigration from the Third Reich. By Ingrid Weckert. Current historical writings about the Third Reich claim state it was difficult for Jews to flee from Nazi persecution. The truth is that Jewish emigration was welcomed by the German authorities. Emigration was not some kind of wild flight, but rather a lawfully determined and regulated matter. Weckert’s booklet elucidates the emigration process in law and policy. She shows that German and Jewish authorities worked closely together. Jews interested in emigrating received detailed advice and offers of help from both sides. 2nd ed., 130 pages, index. (#12) 

	Inside the Gas Chambers: The Extermination of Mainstream Holocaust Historiography. By Carlo Mattogno. Neither increased media propaganda or political pressure nor judicial persecution can stifle revisionism. Hence, in early 2011, the Holocaust Orthodoxy published a 400 pp. book (in German) claiming to refute “revisionist propaganda,” trying again to prove “once and for all” that there were homicidal gas chambers at the camps of Dachau, Natzweiler, Sachsenhausen, Mauthausen, Ravensbrück, Neuengamme, Stutthof… you name them. Mattogno shows with his detailed analysis of this work of propaganda that mainstream Holocaust hagiography is beating around the bush rather than addressing revisionist research results. He exposes their myths, distortions and lies. 2nd edition, 280 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#25)

	


Section Two: Specific non-Auschwitz Studies 

	Treblinka: Extermination Camp or Transit Camp? By Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen Graf. It is alleged that at Treblinka in East Poland between 700,000 and 3,000,000 persons were murdered in 1942 and 1943. The weapons used were said to have been stationary and/or mobile gas chambers, fast-acting or slow-acting poison gas, unslaked lime, superheated steam, electricity, diesel exhaust fumes etc. Holocaust historians alleged that bodies were piled as high as multi-storied buildings and burned without a trace, using little or no fuel at all. Graf and Mattogno have now analyzed the origins, logic and technical feasibility of the official version of Treblinka. On the basis of numerous documents they reveal Treblinka’s true identity as a mere transit camp. 3rd edition, 384 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#8)

	Belzec in Propaganda, Testimonies, Archeological Research and History. By Carlo Mattogno. Witnesses report that between 600,000 and 3 million Jews were murdered in the Belzec camp, located in Poland. Various murder weapons are claimed to have been used: diesel gas; unslaked lime in trains; high voltage; vacuum chambers; etc. The corpses were incinerated on huge pyres without leaving a trace. For those who know the stories about Treblinka this sounds familiar. Thus the author has restricted this study to the aspects which are new compared to Treblinka. In contrast to Treblinka, forensic drillings and excavations were performed at Belzec, the results of which are critically reviewed. 142 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#9)

	Sobibor: Holocaust Propaganda and Reality. By Jürgen Graf, Thomas Kues and Carlo Mattogno. Between 25,000 and 2 million Jews are said to have been killed in gas chambers in the Sobibór camp in Poland. The corpses were allegedly buried in mass graves and later incinerated on pyres. This book investigates these claims and shows that they are based on the selective use of contradictory eyewitness testimony. Archeological surveys of the camp are analyzed that started in 2000-2001 and carried on until 2018. The book also documents the general National Socialist policy toward Jews, which never included a genocidal “final solution.” Second updated edition, 456 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#19)

	The “Operation Reinhardt” Camps Treblinka, Sobibór, Bełżec. By Carlo Mattogno. As an update and upgrade to the Volumes 8, 9 and 19 of this series, this study has its first focus on witness testimonies recorded during the war and its aftermath, thus demonstrating how the myth of the "extermination camps" was created. The second part of this book acquaints us with the various archeological efforts made by mainstream scholars in their attempt to prove that the myth based on testimonies is true. The third part compares the findings of the second part with what we ought to expect, and reveals the chasm that exists between archeologically proven facts and mythological requirements. 402 pages, illustrations, bibliography, index. (#28)

	Chelmno: A Camp in History & Propaganda. By Carlo Mattogno. At Chelmno, huge masses of Jewish prisoners are said to have been gassed in “gas vans” or shot (claims vary from 10,000 to 1.3 million victims). This study covers the subject from every angle, undermining the orthodox claims about the camp with an overwhelmingly effective body of evidence. Eyewitness statements, gas wagons as extermination weapons, forensics reports and excavations, German documents—all come under Mattogno’s scrutiny. Here are the uncensored facts about Chelmno, not the propaganda. 2nd ed., 188 pages, indexed, illustrated, bibliography. (#23)

	The Gas Vans: A Critical Investigation. (A perfect companion to the Chelmno book.) By Santiago Alvarez and Pierre Marais. It is alleged that the Nazis used mobile gas chambers to exterminate 700,000 people. Up until 2011, no thorough monograph had appeared on the topic. Santiago Alvarez has remedied the situation. Are witness statements reliable? Are documents genuine? Where are the murder weapons? Could they have operated as claimed? Where are the corpses? Alvarez has scrutinized all known wartime documents, photos and witness statements on this topic, and has examined the claims made by the mainstream. 390 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#26)

	The Einsatzgruppen in the Occupied Eastern Territories: Genesis, Missions and Actions. By C. Mattogno. Before invading the Soviet Union, the German authorities set up special units meant to secure the area behind the German front. Orthodox historians claim that these unites called Einsatzgruppen primarily engaged in rounding up and mass-murdering Jews. This study sheds a critical light into this topic by reviewing all the pertinent sources as well as material traces. It reveals on the one hand that original war-time documents do not fully support the orthodox genocidal narrative, and on the other that most post-“liberation” sources such as testimonies and forensic reports are steeped in Soviet atrocity propaganda and thus utterly unreliable. In addition, material traces of the claimed massacres are rare due to an attitude of collusion by governments and Jewish lobby groups. 2nd edition. 2 vols., 864 pp., b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#39)

	Concentration Camp Majdanek. A Historical and Technical Study. By Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen Graf. Little research had been directed toward Concentration Camp Majdanek in central Poland, even though it is claimed that up to a million Jews were murdered there. The only information available is discredited Polish Communist propaganda. This glaring research gap has finally been filled. After exhaustive research of primary sources, Mattogno and Graf created a monumental study which expertly dissects and repudiates the myth of homicidal gas chambers at Majdanek. They also critically investigated the legend of mass executions of Jews in tank trenches (“Operation Harvest Festival”) and prove them groundless. The authors’ investigations lead to unambiguous conclusions about the camp which are radically different from the official theses. Again they have produced a standard and methodical investigative work, which authentic historiography cannot ignore. Third edition, 358 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#5)

	Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its Function in National Socialist Jewish Policy. By Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen Graf. The Stutthof camp in Prussia has never before been scientifically investigated by traditional historians, who claim nonetheless that Stutthof served as a ‘makeshift’ extermination camp in 1944. Based mainly on archival resources, this study thoroughly debunks this view and shows that Stutthof was in fact a center for the organization of German forced labor toward the end of World War II. Fourth edition, 170 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#4)

	


Section Three: Auschwitz Studies

	The Making of the Auschwitz Myth: Auschwitz in British Intercepts, Polish Underground Reports and Postwar Testimonies (1941-1947). By Carlo Mattogno. Using messages sent by the Polish underground to London, SS radio messages send to and from Auschwitz that were intercepted and decrypted by the British, and a plethora of witness statements made during the war and in the immediate postwar period, the author shows how exactly the myth of mass murder in Auschwitz gas chambers was created, and how it was turned subsequently into “history” by intellectually corrupt scholars who cherry-picked claims that fit into their agenda and ignored or actively covered up literally thousands of lies of “witnesses” to make their narrative look credible. 2nd edition, 514 pp., b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#41)

	The Real Case of Auschwitz: Robert van Pelt’s Evidence from the Irving Trial Critically Reviewed. By Carlo Mattogno. Prof. Robert van Pelt is considered one of the best mainstream experts on Auschwitz and has been called upon several times in holocaust court cases. His work is cited by many to prove the holocaust happened as mainstream scholars insist. This book is a scholarly response to Prof. van Pelt—and Jean-Claude Pressac. It shows that their studies are heavily flawed. This is a book of prime political and scholarly importance to those looking for the truth about Auschwitz. 3rd edition, 692 pages, b&w illustrations, glossary, bibliography, index. (#22)

	Auschwitz: Plain Facts: A Response to Jean-Claude Pressac. Edited by Germar Rudolf. French pharmacist Jean-Claude Pressac tried to refute revisionist findings with the “technical” method. For this he was praised by the mainstream, and they proclaimed victory over the “revisionists.” In Auschwitz: Plain Facts, Pressac’s works and claims are debunked. 2nd ed., 226 pages, b&w illustrations, glossary bibliography, index. (#14)

	Auschwitz: Technique and Operation of the Gas Chambers: An Introduction and Update. By Germar Rudolf. Pressac’s 1989 oversize book of the same title was a trail blazer. Its many document reproductions are still valuable, but after decades of additional research, Pressac’s annotations are outdated. This book summarizes the most pertinent research results on Auschwitz gained during the past 30 years. With many references to Pressac’s epic tome, it serves as an update and correction to it, whether you own an original hard copy of it, read it online, borrow it from a library, purchase a reprint soon on sale, or are just interested in such a summary in general. 144 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography. (#42)

	The Chemistry of Auschwitz: The Technology and Toxicology of Zyklon B and the Gas Chambers – A Crime Scene Investigation. By Germar Rudolf. First, this study subjects the claimed chemical slaughterhouses of Auschwitz to a thorough forensic examination. Next, it analyzes the murder weapon, the poison gas Zyklon B, to determine how this substance operated, and what traces, if any, it might have left where it was employed. The results are convincing to the open-minded, but scandalous to the dogmatic reader. To which side do you belong? Fourth edition, 454 pages, more than 120 color and over 100 b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#2)

	Auschwitz Lies: Legends, Lies and Prejudices on the Holocaust. By Carlo Mattogno and Germar Rudolf. The fallacious research and alleged “refutation” of Revisionist scholars by French biochemist G. Wellers, Polish Prof. J. Markiewicz, chemist Dr. Richard Green, Profs. Zimmerman, M. Shermer and A. Grobman, as well as researchers Keren, McCarthy and Mazal, are exposed for what they are: blatant and easily exposed political lies created to ostracize dissident historians. In this book, facts beat propaganda once again. Third edition, 404 pages, b&w illustrations, index. (#18)

	Auschwitz: The Central Construction Office. By Carlo Mattogno. Based upon mostly unpublished German wartime documents, this study describes the history, organization, tasks and procedures of the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police. Despite a huge public interest in the camp, next to nothing was really known about this office, which was responsible for the planning and construction of the Auschwitz camp complex, including the crematories which are said to have contained the “gas chambers.” 2nd ed., 188 pages, b&w illustrations, glossary, index. (#13)

	Garrison and Headquarters Orders of the Auschwitz Camp. By G. Rudolf und E. Böhm. A large number of all the orders ever issued by the various commanders of the infamous Auschwitz camp have been preserved. They reveal the true nature of the camp with all its daily events. There is not a trace in these orders pointing at anything sinister going on in this camp. Quite to the contrary, many orders are in clear and insurmountable contradiction to claims that prisoners were mass murdered. This is a selection of the most pertinent of these orders together with comments putting them into their proper historical context. 185 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index (#34)

	Special Treatment in Auschwitz: Origin and Meaning of a Term. By Carlo Mattogno. When appearing in German wartime documents, terms like “special treatment,” “special action,” and others have been interpreted as code words for mass murder. But that is not always true. This study focuses on documents about Auschwitz, showing that, while “special” had many different meanings, not a single one meant “execution.” Hence the practice of deciphering an alleged “code language” by assigning homicidal meaning to harmless documents – a key component of mainstream historiography – is untenable. 2nd ed., 166 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#10)

	Healthcare at Auschwitz. By Carlo Mattogno. In extension of the above study on Special Treatment in Auschwitz, this study proves the extent to which the German authorities at Auschwitz tried to provide appropriate health care for the inmates. This is frequently described as special measures to improve the inmates’ health and thus ability to work in Germany’s armaments industry. This, after all, was the only thing the Auschwitz authorities were really interested in due to orders from the highest levels of the German government. 398 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#33)

	Debunking the Bunkers of Auschwitz: Black Propaganda vs. History. By Carlo Mattogno. The bunkers at Auschwitz are claimed to have been the first homicidal gas chambers at Auschwitz specifically equipped for this purpose. With the help of original German wartime files as well as revealing air photos taken by Allied reconnaissance aircraft in 1944, this study shows that these homicidal “bunkers” never existed, how the rumors about them evolved as black propaganda created by resistance groups in the camp, and how this propaganda was transformed into a false reality. 2nd ed., 292 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#11)

	Auschwitz: The First Gassing—Rumor and Reality. By Carlo Mattogno. The first gassing in Auschwitz is claimed to have occurred on Sept. 3, 1941, in a basement room. The accounts reporting it are the archetypes for all later gassing accounts. This study analyzes all available sources about this alleged event. It shows that these sources contradict each other in location, date, preparations, victims etc, rendering it impossible to extract a consistent story. Original wartime documents inflict a final blow to this legend and prove without a shadow of a doubt that this legendary event never happened. Third edition, 190 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#20)

	Auschwitz: Crematorium I and the Alleged Homicidal Gassings. By Carlo Mattogno. The morgue of Crematorium I in Auschwitz is said to be the first homicidal gas chamber there. This study investigates all statements by witnesses and analyzes hundreds of wartime documents to accurately write a history of that building. Mattogno proves that its morgue was never a homicidal gas chamber, nor could it have worked as such. 2nd ed., 152 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#21)

	Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations. By Carlo Mattogno. Hundreds of thousands of corpses of murder victims are claimed to have been incinerated in deep ditches in the Auschwitz concentration camp. This book examines the many testimonies regarding these incinerations and establishes whether these claims were even possible. Using aerial photographs, physical evidence and wartime documents, the author shows that these claims are fiction. A new Appendix contains 3 papers on groundwater at Auschwitz and cattle mass burnings. A must read. Second edition. 202 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#17)

	The Cremation Furnaces of Auschwitz. By Carlo Mattogno & Franco Deana. An exhaustive technical study of the history and technology of cremation in general and of the cremation furnaces of Auschwitz in particular. On a sound and thoroughly documented base of technical literature, extant wartime documents and material traces, Mattogno and Deana can establish the true nature and capacity of the Auschwitz cremation furnaces. They show that these devices were cheaper versions than what was usually produced, and that their capacity to cremate corpses was lower than normal, too. Hence this study reveals that the Auschwitz cremation furnaces were not monstrous super ovens but rather inferior make-shift devices. 2nd edition. 3 vols., 1226 pages, b&w and color illustrations (vols 2 & 3), bibliography, index, glossary. (#24)

	Curated Lies: The Auschwitz Museum’s Misrepresentations, Distortions and Deceptions. By Carlo Mattogno. Revisionist research results have put the Polish Auschwitz Museum under enormous pressure to answer this challenge. They’ve answered. This book analyzes their answer and reveals the appallingly mendacious attitude of the Auschwitz Museum authorities when presenting documents from their archives. With an introduction on the tricks and lies used by the Auschwitz Museum to bamboozle millions of visitors every year regarding its most valued asset, the “gas chamber” in the Main Camp. Second edition. 260 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#38)

	Deliveries of Coke, Wood and Zyklon B to Auschwitz: Neither Proof Nor Trace for the Holocaust. By Carlo Mattogno. Researchers from the Auschwitz Museum tried to prove the reality of mass extermination by pointing to documents about deliveries of wood and coke as well as Zyklon B to the Auschwitz Camp. If put into the actual historical and technical context, however, these documents proof the exact opposite of what these orthodox researchers claim. 184 pp. b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#40)

	Mis-Chronicling Auschwitz. Danuta Czech’s Flawed Methods, Lies and Deceptions in Her “Auschwitz Chronicle”. By Carlo Mattogno. Danuta Czech’s Auschwitz Chronicle is a reference book for the history of Auschwitz. Mattogno has compiled a long list of misrepresentations, outright lies and deceptions contained in it. This mega-fraud needs to be retired from the ranks of Auschwitz sources. 324 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#47)

	


Section Four: Witness Critique

	Elie Wiesel, Saint of the Holocaust: A Critical Biography. By Warren B. Routledge. The first unauthorized biography of Wiesel exposes both his personal deceits and the whole myth of “the six million.” It shows how Zionist control has allowed Wiesel and his fellow extremists to force leaders of many nations, the U.N. and even popes to genuflect before Wiesel as symbolic acts of subordination to World Jewry, while at the same time forcing school children to submit to Holocaust brainwashing. Third edition. 458 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#30)

	Auschwitz: Eyewitness Reports and Perpetrator Confessions of the Holocaust. By Jürgen Graf. The traditional narrative of what transpired at the infamous Auschwitz camp during WWII rests almost exclusively on witness testimony from former inmates as well as erstwhile camp officials. This study critically scrutinizes the 30 most important of these witness statements by checking them for internal coherence, and by comparing them with one another as well as with other evidence such as wartime documents, air photos, forensic research results, and material traces. The result is devastating for the traditional narrative. 370 pp. b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. (#36)

	Commandant of Auschwitz: Rudolf Höss, His Torture and His Forced Confessions. By Carlo Mattogno & Rudolf Höss. When Rudolf Höss was in charge at Auschwitz, the mass extermination of Jews in gas chambers is said to have been launched and carried out. He confessed this in numerous postwar depositions. Hence Höss’s testimony is the most convincing of all. But what traditional sources usually do not reveal is that Höss was severely tortured to coerce him to “confess,” and that his various statements are not only contradictory but also full of historically and physically impossible, even absurd claims. This study expertly analyzes Höss’s various confessions and lays them all open for everyone to see the ugly truth. Second edition. 410 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#35)

	An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Account: The Tall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s Assistant Analyzed. By Miklos Nyiszli & Carlo Mattogno. Nyiszli, a Hungarian physician, ended up at Auschwitz in 1944 as Dr. Mengele’s assistant. After the war he wrote a book and several other writings describing what he claimed to have experienced. To this day some traditional historians take his accounts seriously, while others reject them as grotesque lies and exaggerations. This study presents and analyzes Nyiszli’s writings and skillfully separates truth from fabulous fabrication. Second edition, 484 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#37)

	Rudolf Reder versus Kurt Gerstein: Two False Testimonies on the Bełżec Camp Analyzed. By Carlo Mattogno. Only two witnesses have ever testified substantially about the alleged Belzec Extermination Camp: The survivor Rudolf Reder and the SS man Kurt Gerstein. Gerstein's various depositions have been a hotspot of revisionist critique for decades. It is now discredited even among orthodox historians. They use Reder's testimony to fill the void, yet his statements are just as absurd. This study thoroughly scrutinizes Reder's various statements, critically revisits Gerstein's various depositions, and then compares these two testimonies which are at once similar in some respects, but incompatible in others. 2nd edition, 216 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#43)

	Sonderkommando Auschwitz I: Nine Eyewitness Testimonies Analyzed. By Carlo Mattogno. To this day, the 1979 book Auschwitz Inferno by former Auschwitz inmate and putative Sonderkommando member Filip Müller has a great influence both on the popular perception of Auschwitz and on historians trying to probe this camp’s history. This book critically analyzes Müller’s various post-war writings, which are full of exaggerations, falsehoods and plagiarized text passages. The author also scrutinizes the testimonies of eight other former Sonderkommando members with similarly lacking penchants for exactitude and truth: Dov Paisikovic, Stanisław Jankowski, Henryk Mandelbaum, Ludwik Nagraba, Joshuah Rosenblum, Aaron Pilo, David Fliamenbaum and Samij Karolinskij. 300 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#44)

	Sonderkommando Auschwitz II: The False Testimonies by Henryk Tauber and Szlama Dragon. By Carlo Mattogno. Auschwitz survivor and former member of the so-called “Sonderkommando” Henryk Tauber is one of the most important witnesses about the alleged gas chambers inside the crematoria at Auschwitz, because right at the war’s end, he made several extremely detailed depositions about it. The same is true for Szlama Dragon, only he claims to have worked at the so-called “bunkers” of Birkenau, two makeshift gas chambers just outside the camp perimeter. This study thoroughly scrutinizes these two key testimonies. 254 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#45)

	Sonderkommando Auschwitz III: They Wept Crocodile Tears. By Carlo Mattogno. This book focuses on the critical analysis of witness testimonies on the alleged Auschwitz gas chambers recorded or published in the 1990s and early 2000s, such as J. Sackar, A. Dragon, J. Gabai, S. Chasan, L. Cohen and S. Venezia, among others. Ca. 250 pages, b&w illust., bibliography, index. (#46, late 2022)

	For current prices and availability see book finder sites such as www.bookfinder.com, www.addall.com, www.bookfinder4u.com or www.findbookprices.com; learn more at www.HolocaustHandbooks.com
Published by Castle Hill Publishers, PO Box 231, Dallastown, PA 17313, USA

	
Notes

		[←1]
	     See Mattogno 2021, Part 2 and Chapter 1 of Part 3, pp. 105-305.




	[←2]
	     The only exception, but always too late, is Russian historian Pavel Polyan, who recently published a transcript of the two statements’ original texts (Dragon: Poljyan. pp. 590-600; Tauber: ibid., pp. 605-613). Polyan’s merits in this context are purely editorial in nature, because he insists on the veracity of these witness accounts with obtuse credulity.




	[←3]
	     The contents of this book will be included in another study on self-proclaimed members of the Auschwitz Sonderkommando which is currently evolving and will be Volume 46 of the series Holocaust Handbooks; editor’s note.




	[←4]
	     We have found the original manuscript of this interrogation, with Henryk Tauber’s signature at the end of each page (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 13-21), a typewritten transcript with a photograph of Tauber attached to the first page (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 1-12), and another typewritten transcript without photograph (GARF, 7021-108-13, pp. 28-39; see Documents 1, 1a, 2 and 3). Except for this detail, the two transcripts, which I quote here, are identical, so I give only the page number of the typescript.




	[←5]
	     The Russian abbreviation is RSFSR.




	[←6]
	     “на автомашинах, na avtomashinakh”. In the text, the term “avtomashina” – “automobile,” always appears, which I translate as “truck” (Russian “gruzovik”).




	[←7]
	      “операции, operatsii,” operation.




	[←8]
	     The room actually measured 17 m × 4.60 m × 2.86 m.




	[←9]
	     “люки с реше[ё]тками,” “lyuki s reshyotkami,” grated/barred hatches.




	[←10]
	     In the text erroneously “4”.




	[←11]
	     “газовая камера N° 2,” “gazovaya kamera n. 2,” the so-called “Bunker 2”.




	[←12]
	     “Kameri”: transcription error for “kostri,” “pyres”.




	[←13]
	     “отдельная газовая камера N° 2,” “otdel’naya gazovaya kamera N. 2,” “separate gas chamber No. 2”.




	[←14]
	     “отдельные газовые камеры N° 1 и N° 2 и костры при них,” “otdel’nye gazovye kamery n. 1 i n. 2 i kostry pri nikh,” “separate gas chambers Nos. 1 and No. 2 and their pyres”.




	[←15]
	     AGK, NTN 93 (Höss Trial), Vol. 11, pp. 122-150. In the translation I indicate both the typescript’s page number and the page number of the court document, See Document 4.




	[←16]
	     “Cholewkarz”: properly a craftsman who makes the uppers for shoes.




	[←17]
	     Krakow Prison located on the street of the same name.




	[←18]
	     The Monowitz Camp.




	[←19]
	     Labor Service.




	[←20]
	     Labor deployment.




	[←21]
	     The blocks were numbered with Arabic numerals, not with Roman numerals.




	[←22]
	     Basement Cell No. 7 of the bunker (basement prison) of Block 11.




	[←23]
	     The term “Bunker” designated the entire building of Crematorium I in the official language of the SS. E.g., in the “Baubericht über den Stand der Bauarbeiten für das Bauvorhaben Konzentrationslager Auschwitz” “Construction Report on the Status of the Construction Work for the Auschwitz Concentration Camp Project” of 31 May 1942, the KCrematorium (BuildingBauwerk 11) is described as follows: “Im vorhandenen Bunker eingebaut” “installed in the [pre]existing Bunker”. RGVA, 502-1-24, p. 320. For Tauber, the term “bunker” meant the basement of Block 11 and the morgue Leichenhalle of the crematorium.




	[←24]
	     A Krakow neighborhood.




	[←25]
	     “Come on, get to work!”.




	[←26]
	     A term based on the German “Heizraum” – heating room, furnace room.




	[←27]
	     “Mufle,” from German “Muffel”.




	[←28]
	     “Retorty,” plural of “retorta”: Tauber uses this misnomer, which I will henceforth translate by the technical term “muffle” (Muffel).




	[←29]
	     This “cart” was called “Sargeinführungswagen” – coffin-introduction cart.




	[←30]
	     “Szajba,” term based on the German “Drehscheibe” – rotating disk/platform.




	[←31]
	     This device was actual the “Sargeinführungsvorrichtung” – coffin-introduction device.




	[←32]
	     The “box” (“pudło”) was a hollow half-cylinder made of sheet metal (Verschiebewagen, transfer cart), with the front part open, which slid over the stretcher; when the latter was introduced into the muffle, the half-cylinder was pushed forward until it enveloped the corpse; Then, using a poker, pressure was applied to the half-cylinder to hold it in place and at the same time the coffin-introduction cart (Sargeinführungswagen) was pulled back, so that the stretcher slid out under the corpse, which was placed on the grid of the muffle.




	[←33]
	     Here Tauber is confusingly referring to the large handle that the Sargeinführungswagen coffin-introduction cart had at its rear to maneuver it; as I have already explained, in order to pull the stretcher out of the muffle, one had to pull back the entire Sargeinführungswagen coffin-introduction cart and not just the Verschiebwagen transfer cart.




	[←34]
	     “Koksraum” – coke room




	[←35]
	     “Szreibsztuba,” term based on the German “Schreibstube,” the scribe’s office.




	[←36]
	     “Urnenraum” – urn room.




	[←37]
	     “Leichenhalle” – morgue.




	[←38]
	     “Shot in the nape of the neck”.




	[←39]
	     This term is always spelled “komando,” (“Sonderkommando”), plural “komanda”.




	[←40]
	     Walter Konrad Quakernack.




	[←41]
	     “Arrival,” i.e., new inmate.




	[←42]
	     August Brück was transferred to Auschwitz from Buchenwald on 5 March 1943. Czech 1989, S. 4311990, p. 345.




	[←43]
	     “Koryto,” the same term used by Tauber to refer to the stretcher of the Sargeinführungswagencorpse-introduction cart. The German term was “Rutsche.”




	[←44]
	     “To the bathroom and disinfection.”




	[←45]
	     “Bath,” in Russian.




	[←46]
	     The term used is “krata” – grate, which, however, has the meaning of the later “siatka” – net.




	[←47]
	     The inert carrier material of Zyklon B consisted of gypsum cubes (Erco).




	[←48]
	     That is, with two wooden handles.




	[←49]
	     Recte: of the furnace room.




	[←50]
	     Kapo of the Kommando.




	[←51]
	     “Müllverbrennungsofen” – garbage incineration furnace.




	[←52]
	     “Totenmeldungen” – death notification




	[←53]
	     “Płomień” – “flame,” singular.




	[←54]
	     Under the furnace and under the floor of the furnace room.




	[←55]
	     All bodies loaded into the furnace.




	[←56]
	     Auxiliary corpse storage.




	[←57]
	     “Wrzucić” – thrown in.




	[←58]
	     Dentist Department.




	[←59]
	     “Ziemnego,” literally “of the earth”.




	[←60]
	     Death certificate.




	[←61]
	     Referring to the size of the Zyklon-b cans, which came in various sizes.




	[←62]
	     Healthcare system.




	[←63]
	     “Scheimetz, give them the food; they should go directly to Kattowitz”.




	[←64]
	     Literally, “he hurried.”




	[←65]
	     These devices were called Laufrollen, guide rollers/wheels, or Einführrollen, introduction rollers.




	[←66]
	     This is the holding steel bar (Befestigungs-Eisen) on which the tilting frame was pivoted to which the rollers were attached.




	[←67]
	     “Nozy,” which should be “noszy”.




	[←68]
	     Tauber refers to the distance between the grid bars from each other. In the triple-muffle furnace, this distance was 21 cm. See Mattogno/Deana, Teil 1Vol.Vol. 1, S. 280p. 271.




	[←69]
	     Foreman.




	[←70]
	     Bad German, translates to bad English: “If you have not something to kill, then you are wild. I have that already enough” (I have had enough of it already).




	[←71]
	     The page numbering incorrectly jumps from 142 to 144.




	[←72]
	     Literally: “content.”




	[←73]
	     “przedzielone,” which should be “przydzielone”.




	[←74]
	     “przemioty,” which should be “przymioty”.




	[←75]
	     “mimi,” which should be “nimi”.




	[←76]
	     “goldgiesserów,” from German “Goldgießer” – gold founder.




	[←77]
	     The “Entlausungskammer” – delousing chamber.




	[←78]
	     Demolition Squad.




	[←79]
	     “Goldarbeiterzy,” from German “Goldarbeiter” – goldworker.




	[←80]
	     Bauabschnitt Construction Sector III.




	[←81]
	     The Zentralsauna.




	[←82]
	     “małe okienka zakratowane od strony zewnętrznej kratami żelaznymi”.




	[←83]
	     “okna zakratowane od strony zewnętrznej”.




	[←84]
	     The sentence begins with the preposition “przez,” “through,” irreconcilable with the subsequent verb “służyły,” “served.”




	[←85]
	     The Birkenau railway ramp.




	[←86]
	     YVA, O.62-24.




	[←87]
	     “Bunt in krematorium” (“Revolt in the crematorium”), in Borwicz et al., pp. 89-91.




	[←88]
	     The basement (“Bunker”) of Block 11 at Auschwitz Main Camp, used by the SS as the camp prison.




	[←89]
	     Also in this document, “Kommando” is spelled “komando.”




	[←90]
	     GARF, 7021-108-19, pp. 180-193 [typewritten copy]; pp. 194-203 [original handwritten text, signed by Sz. Dragon]; 7021-108-8, pp. 14-27 [typewritten copy]. Documents 5-7.




	[←91]
	     In fact, some houses had been demolished, others renovated and assigned as housing for officers and non-commissioned officers or designated for other uses.




	[←92]
	     Singular in the original text.




	[←93]
	     Literally, “of influx-suction.”




	[←94]
	     Literally: room, locality.




	[←95]
	     AGK, NTN 93, Höss Trial, Vol. 1, pp. 102-114. See Document 8. The deposition is accompanied by 4 drawings: 1) Sketch of “Bunker 1”; 2) Sketch of “Bunker 2”; 3) Sketch of the position of “Bunker 2”; 4) Sketch of Crematorium 4. See Documents 9-12.




	[←96]
	     Probably SS Unterscharführer Friedrich Stiewitz.




	[←97]
	     Józef Mikusz, Inmate No. 7794, who testified at the 151st SessionVerhandlungstag of the Frankfurt Auschwitz Trial on 26 April 1965, where he confirmed having worked in the camp’s labor-deployment department.




	[←98]
	     Sanka, Sanitäts-Kastenwagen.




	[←99]
	     SS Unterscharführer Johann Gorges.




	[←100]
	     SS Unterscharführer Josef Eckhardt.




	[←101]
	     Documentally unknown individual; Tauber called him “Kurschuss” (statement of 24 May 1945, p. 21/142; see earlier).




	[←102]
	     Individual mentioned only by Dragon (and, belatedly, by Filip Müller).




	[←103]
	     YVA, O.33-9397.




	[←104]
	     Each furnace was equipped with its own blower No. 275 (diameter of the outlet pipe in mm); for two furnaces it was placed on their right side, for the other three on the left side.




	[←105]
	     For this subchapter, I refer as general reference texts to my studies Mattogno/Deana; Mattogno 2020; Mattogno 2021a.




	[←106]
	     These wheels are called “Führungsrollen,” guide rollers, “Laufrollen,” sheaves, or “Einführrollen,” introduction rollers.




	[←107]
	     Mattogno 2020, Chapter 12, “Le cremazioni multiple: il sistema di caricamento delle muffole,” pp. 101-106, and Docs. 25-29 & 36, pp. 255-259, 263.




	[←108]
	     Drawing 5037 of 25 January 1943; Pressac 1994, Doc. 25, on unpaginated page.




	[←109]
	     Pressac 1989, p. 475; van Pelt, pp. 470, 472.




	[←110]
	     Höss Trial, Vol. 11a, pp. 82f.




	[←111]
	     Bohnert et al., Figure 1, p. 15. The photo is reproduced in Mattogno 2019, p. 657; reproduced together with the photo of a corpse after 40 minutes of cremation as published by Bohnert et al.: Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 3, p. 233.




	[←112]
	     For an in-depth study of this issue, I refer to my study Mattogno 2020, Chapter 11, “Le cremazioni multiple: durata and consumo di coke,” pp. 82-100.




	[←113]
	     “The Technical Principles of Operation of the Crematoria.” Expertise of the Polish-Soviet Commission of Inquiry on the Lublin-Majdanek Concentration Camp. GARF, 7021-107-9, pp. 246.




	[←114]
	     All bodies loaded into the furnace.




	[←115]
	     Seasoned small wood in bundles weighs 100-120 kg per cubic meter (Colombo, p. 63). Therefore, in the approximately 0.3 cubic meters of an ash chamber, one could place at most (120 kg/m³ × 0.3 m³ =) 36 kg of this wood.




	[←116]
	     It is obvious that in a “cremation pit,” in which the temperature by definition is much higher than 250°C, human fat would burn immediately, and both the “wick effect” and the collection of liquefied fat as fantasized by delusional witnesses would be utterly impossible.




	[←117]
	     Mattogno 2004a; Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, pp. 382-387.




	[←118]
	     Mattogno/Deana, Vol. 1, Unit 1, Chapter VII, pp. 109-127.




	[←119]
	     Specific heat of the refractory masonry.




	[←120]
	     12 hours × 70 kg × 5 furnaces × 10 days.




	[←121]
	     “Prüfbericht des Ing. Prüfer an die Zentralbauleitung” dated 29 Jan. 1943. APMO, BW 30/34, p. 101.




	[←122]
	     “Tätigkeitsbericht des SS-Ustuf. (F) Kirschnek, – Bauleiter für das Schutzhaftlager und für landwirtschaftliche Bauvorhaben. Zeit 1. Januar 1943 bis 31. März 1943” dated 29 March 1943. RGVA, 502-1-26, p. 61.




	[←123]
	     The minimum temperature at which a fuel begins to burn spontaneously in air without external ignition.




	[←124]
	     It matters little that the furnace was “red hot,” because in both cases the temperature was well above the flash point of fat.




	[←125]
	     See Mattogno 2021a, Chapters 7.3. (on Müller, pp. 119-123) and 10.4. (on Mandelbaum, pp. 184-192).




	[←126]
	     Czech 1989, S. 4401990, p. 352. The correct arrival date at Auschwitz of deportees from the Krakow Ghetto is 14 March 1943; see Mattogno 2022, pp. 153-155.




	[←127]
	     Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 95-108, and Docs. 36-39, pp. 136-138.




	[←128]
	     Sonderbefehl of 12 August 1942. RGVA, 502-1-32, p. 300.




	[←129]
	     Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 9-37 (particularly pp. 34-37); Mattogno 2020c, pp. 104-111.




	[←130]
	     Pressac 1989, p. 491, plan of Crematorium II, Room No. 23.




	[←131]
	     I have already pointed out earlier that this deportation took place on the 14th. Czech mentions a transport of 2,000 people, of which 508 were registered, hence the alleged 1,492 gassing victims. In reality, the number of 2,000 deportees is not found in any document, and is simply a conjecture. The indictment against Amon Goeth, the former commandant of the KL Płaszów Camp, states that he carried out the liquidation of the Krakow Ghetto on 13 March 1943 after having selected the Jews fit for work into Sector A, and those unfit for work into Sector B. The claimed extermination victims were precisely these – and they are said to have been killed right there in the ghetto, not in Auschwitz – and their corpses were transported to, and buried in, the Płaszów Camp. Therefore, no gassing would have taken place in Auschwitz. See Mattogno 2022, pp. 155-157.




	[←132]
	     Even assuming the figure of 4,000 victims from Tauber’s Soviet deposition, the cremation time at the rates claimed by him would have been much less, about 34 hours.




	[←133]
	     The mass gassing of Gypsies on 23 March and the transport of 31 March are fictitious; see Mattogno 2022, pp. 157-160.




	[←134]
	     The doors of the disinfestation chambers opened outward, so the door’s inside was exposed to the operators’ actions.




	[←135]
	     Doors made of wooden boards cannot be “gas tight” in a technical sense. They can be “draft-free,” but that’s as good as they can get.




	[←136]
	     See Document 14. APMO, Neg. No. 12683.




	[←137]
	     See Documents 15; author’s photo of 1991.




	[←138]
	     See Documents 16 and 17. author’s photos of 1991.




	[←139]
	     Kula replaced the “box, by which the powder […] was extracted with the help of a wire” with a small wire-mesh column with a distribution cone on top, which slid in the upper inner part of the alleged introduction column; see Rudolf 2020, pp. 148-161.




	[←140]
	     AGK, NTN, 93 (Höss Trial), Vol. 2, pp. 98-101.




	[←141]
	     See my study “The Elusive Holes of Death,” in: Rudolf/Mattogno, pp. 316-319.




	[←142]
	     See the photo in Pressac 1989, p. 233. See Document 18.




	[←143]
	     See Rudolf/Mattogno, pp. 391f., and Ill. 9-12, pp. 405f.




	[←144]
	     The letter from the Topf Company to the Zentralbauleitung Central Construction Office in Auschwitz dated 8 May 1942 explains that “wrought-iron pipes” (“schmiedeeiserne Rohrleitungen”) were planned for the deaeration (“Abluft”) of Leichenkeller Morgue 2, and that the main duct (“Hauptrohrleitung”) was to be mounted to the ceiling of the room. RGVA, 502-1-312, p. 67.




	[←145]
	     For a detailed description of the ventilation system of Crematoria II and III see Mattogno/Poggi, pp. 55-138.




	[←146]
	     Crematorium III was handed over to the camp administration ready for operation on 24 June 1943.




	[←147]
	     This distribution is attested from 28 July to 9 August 1944; on 10 August the helpers dropped to 870 because there were no more wood unloaders; Mattogno 2016a, pp. 141-145.




	[←148]
	     300 inmates at “Bunker 2,” near Crematorium V likewise 300 inmates (S10), of which some 60 were probably crematorium workers, as for Crematorium IV.




	[←149]
	     Piper, “Anhang 1, Unmittelbar bei den Gaskammern und Krematorien eingesetzte SS-Angehörige,” in: Długoborski/Piper 1999, Vol. III, p. 269.




	[←150]
	     “Scheimetz, give them the fodder; they should go directly to Kattowitz”.




	[←151]
	     Not considering the “forest”"Waldweg" shortcut, which saved about 300 meters.




	[←152]
	     Piper 2000, p. 139. According to Piper, the exterior measurements of the cottage were 8.34 m × 17.07 m. The interior area, excluding the perimeter walls, was approximately 122 square meters.




	[←153]
	     Piper 1993, Table titled “Die Transporte mit Juden nach Auschwitz aus den einzelnen Ländern von 1940 bis 1945”.




	[←154]
	     Pressac’s comments omitted.




	[←155]
	     Average weight of a corpse according to Pressac (1989, p. 475) and van Pelt (pp. 470, 472).




	[←156]
	     The small mining carts intended to be moved by men or horses weighed no more than 2,000 kg when fully loaded; the medium ones had a gross weight of 3,200 kg, and the large ones about 5,000, with a cart weight of 1,400 kg (Martelli, pp. 276, 280). From these data, based on the ratio wagon weight/gross weight, it can be deduced that the smallest wagon weighed about 500 kg and carried 1,500 kg.




	[←157]
	     See Mattogno/Kues/Graf, pp. 1291f.




	[←158]
	     Ibid., p. 1296. I assume a calorific value of 3,700 kcal/kg for dry wood and 1,900 kcal/kg for green wood.




	[←159]
	     The percentages adopted are explained in Chap. 4.12.2.




	[←160]
	     The number of deportees was 289,357 in 92 trains, on average about 3,150 in each train.




	[←161]
	     Czech 1970, Tabelle Nr.Table No. 2 (between pp. 24 and 25).




	[←162]
	     Neufert, p. 25. This book was part of the library of the Zentralbauleitung Central Construction Office of Auschwitz. RGVA, 502-2-87.




	[←163]
	     The number specifically stated by Tauber for the daily capacity (S6), which would be the chamber capacity if assuming one gassing per day.




	[←164]
	     I assume the introduction into the alleged gas chamber of four large cans of Zyklon B, each containing 1.5 kg of hydrogen cyanide.




	[←165]
	     I refer in particular to Pressac’s fanciful conjectures on the "Warmluftzuführungsanlage" “hot-air-supply unit.” See Mattogno 2019, pp. 104-113.




	[←166]
	     A CO (carbon-monoxide) concentration of 1/1000% (0.001%) can cause severe and even lethal intoxication; one of 1/500% (0.002%) can cause death in four to five hours, one of 1/20% (0.05%) can be lethal within 15 minutes; Bour/Ledingham, p. 3.




	[←167]
	     For the children, I rely on Kubica, pp. 288f., who states that about 232,000 children were deported to Auschwitz, about 22,000 of whom were registered; given that the orthodoxy’s total Auschwitz dead toll currently stands at 1,100,000 (Piper 1993, p. 202), the number of children allegedly gassed (210,000) is about 20% of the total. As far as I know, no data on the number of men and women deported to Auschwitz exists. The percentages I give are taken from transports from France, Belgium and the Netherlands where list of the deportees’ names have been preserved (Klarsfeld; Klarsfeld/Steinberg; Het Nederlandse… 1948 & 1953.




	[←168]
	     For the cane technique, see, e.g., Paisikovic, in: Mattogno 2021a, S. 144, 154pp. 136, 145; for the strap technique, see, e.g., Müller, S. 185p. 117; Nyiszli, S. 39in: Mattogno 2020b, p. 41.




	[←169]
	     RGVA, 502-2-54, illegible page number.




	[←170]
	     RGVA, 502-2-54, p. 79.
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kossanda do Lublina, skad preyesto do Sonderkossanda 20 Rosjan.
04 Rossan tych dowisdziedifay alg, e tyoh 200 myatanych do Lub-
Lina tan rozstrzelago. ¥ 1943 r. praydaielono do nassego Sonder-
kosaanda 200 GreBéw,a  roku 1944, 500 Wesréw. W paidziernicu
1944 x. zastrzelono 500 wigéniéw, w szozesélnodol 400 na podeé=
reu kresatortus nr.IV a 100 na polu obok kresatorius nr. II. ¥
tya sanya siesigou wybra? Moll okoto 200 wigfniéw  Sonderkos-
aanda, kibrzy ofpromatzent zostali do Ofwigoisia 1 fak nas pét-
nie) poinforsonali wigfnlowle satrudnieni w Eanadsis, sagazoma-
i w kosorze stutqce) sasadaioso do gazowania rreosy sagazyio-
wanyoh w Kanadzie. 8 listopadzis 1944 r. mpsa wystano 100 wigi-
nién 2 sonderkossanda do Gross Rosen. Tak nas priynajeniel Mé-
wiono.  kasdye razie wyjechali oni transportes karnye. Po tych
wszystiich ubytkach potostalo nas w Sonderkossando ponad 100
wigénién. Kresatortun nr.V czyane by¥o at do ostataich dai po-
bytu Kisacéw w obozis i wysadzons zostalo prees nich w powistrss
aynaattea tus przed ioh ucteozka. ByZo to w datu 20 styosaia
1945. Ostatnto palono w tya kreastorium tylko zaartych lub za-
bitych w obozie. Gasowanta lutzi Jut nis priepromadsano, Kre-
satorius obstuginalo w tya czasis 30 wigéniéw = Sonderkossar-
da, & reszta zatrudniona byla pray rosbiérce krematorie II i
IIL. Ja pracowszes prey rozbiéree,

2 kodoea saja 1944 preenissiony zostalen wras & calys sonder-
koasandea 2 bloku 11 odoinka B II 4 do kresstorius nr.IV, gdzie
adestkaten az do addzieraika 1944 . Jak Jub popriednio sezna-
Zom # paddzieraiiu 1944 T, stesskalo w tys kresatorius okolo

700 wigénidn = sonderkossanda. Poniewa kresstoria w tys czasie
ate potrasbomay Jus do obstugi tyle ludsi, prreto cbamisliéay
sig, te zostanieay sani sagazowani i dlatego tet postamomilis-
ay urzndaié powstante. Planowalifsy Je jut od dawns, sislidsy
Kontakt 1 Zgcznikén ze éniates wyrabialidey granaty, sieliday
brod 1 aparat fotograficsay 1 czekalidey na rozpooseis trae-
ciay ofensywy sowisckie). Sadziliisy bomiss, te tylko w rasie
ofensyny skoia nasza aote aisé widoki powodzenia. ¥ paidsierni-
ku sytuscja nasca wydaa naa oiq byé grofng i dlatego tes, pos-
tanowiliday nie swlekes, tylko preystapilifay do akeji. Daty do-
Kadnte nie pasigtas, bylo to w sobote, kisdy rauciliay sie na
strate 85, 12 S5-Mannéw sostaZo rannyoh. Podobmo byl wiréd nich
1 zabloi, O tys sasys ozasis preeprowadsil akele wiginiowis Son-
derkomsanda suiwaterowant w kresatoriua II. ¥ kresatoriua ar.ITT
Sonterkoasanto KiasdNylt nie sdarsylo rospooal koji. Na te-
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teg0, bo wiaénie pried gazovanies tyoh lutel x trassportéw
sreckich, byla przerwa w pracy kresatoriéw i aie pracowalib-
Y cigtko. Co do innyoh narodowoded, nie posiadus adaych oyfr
4 nte potrafie stwierdsis, wiels priypada na posscregélse kra-

Je 4 narody z ofiar zagasomanyoh w krasatortiach obozu obwie-
ciaskiogo. Ja obliczas 1iozbe zagasowanych w obu buskrach & ¥
cstorech kresatoriach na praess2o 4 ailiony. Tego sasego sadnis
byli 1 inal wigéntonie zatrudnient w Sonderkossando. Schreiber
naszego koasanda Sausan Gradowski, rodem z Grodaa, robil zapie-
ki, w ktérjoh motowal na podstarie inforsmcii ulsislanyoh praes
wigéniow pracujacych pray wasystkich kreastoriach, 11oéé lutai
2agazowanych 1 spalonych w possczesélnych kresatoriach orac
mozystiie prastycia wighniée & Sonderkoasands. Gradowski zostal
zastraslony w pagdsieraiku 1944 w czaste powstanta. Zastrielo-
80 wévczas 500 wigfnién o Sonderkousanda, ktérs licsyto w tya
©aaste 700 wiefni6n.100 # nich spato w kresatoriue ar. IT,dal-
s5y5h 100 w kresatorius or.III, a 500 w kresatorius ur.IV. Pa-
atgtaiki ovego Gradowskisgo, kiére zakopans byly na terytorius
odgrodsonya drutes kolozastys dla krematoriua nr.II odkopates

4 wroayZen koatajt sowleckie). By2 to motatni i 1ist adresona-
By do nieznanego saalascy. Na slecents konisji sowisckie) wazyst-
kis znalesions pisss, kiére pisane bydy w ezyku hebrajext
“2usncay2 na Jeayk Tosyjski wigeied lekars dr.Gordon. Koaisya so-
wiemka materialy te ze soby zabralé. Wies, i: ma terytorius ma-
letaoya do krematoriua nr. 11, sakopane sg jesscse inne dokumen-
%y 4 sapiski oraz prayeypans sieaty doly £ popiotem ze seiok lu-
dzkich spalonych w tya kreaatorius, Resosy tych ssukaé nalsty
naprzscin pracéw kreaatoryjnyoh. Misjsoa wakased dokzadaie nie
Boge, poniewat po sburzenin kreastorius sytuscia siq tes zateni
ta, teren zostaZ jessoze za crestw miemisckich wyréwnany, tak

2o straciZes orjentacie. Priy gazovaniu i palenta ludsi w kra-
satoriach or. I1 1 IIT nie pracowskes. Zatrudaient tes byli Zia-
ner 1 Nandelvaua. Tauber pracowal wraz ze mn a ponadto praed

prae -

praentesionien go do kresatoriéw w Briesince, w kreastortus nr.T
7 Ofmigotatu, = = = =« o wem ool -
¥ Sonderkouzandzie, kiére ohelugiwalo oba buskry prasd preydzie-
leaten anie do nowoutworzonego Sonderkonsanda w gradniu 1942,pra-
comali w wigkazodol Stowaoy.
tali sagazowani w kresatorius ur.I w Ofwiqotaiu. Jak jut poprzede
At wepoaniatea, Sonderkomsando do ktérego a sostazes praydsie-
lony, stadalo uig ¢ 200 wigfatéw. ¥ nied¥ugia crasie wiseoniono
48 40 osterystu « Hastepaie wystano 200 wigfniéw & teg0 Sonder-
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wyjaénienia 1 nalesytego srosuienta teedod aych o
Na bloku 13 ~tya obozu B I 4, prasbyeatea do poczatis stycsnia
1945 r. Nastepnie prreniestony sostates wras ¢ catym Sonderkos-
sandea na blok 16-ty, skad 18 styczaia wyoleny zostales tran-
sportea w kierunk Rzessy. Szlifay plesso 1 w okolicy Pescyny
udaZo =4 siq wraz 3 Tauberes uolec : transportu. Wraz ze ang
"78ETo & 1 Ofmigolata ceZe Sonderkomaando t.sn. ponad 100 lu -
d21. Ktérey 2 nioh pozostall pray tyoiu - nie wies. ¥ ostatnich
dntach ponréci? Mosiek Van Eletd, Holender, kedxxy ktéry nis
aatrayaajac aig wyjechal do swohsh ojozyeny. Wéréd wieéniéw Son-
derkossanda, ktérzy wyssli z Ofwigolaia, znajdomsli sie miedsy
tanyed Zawek Chrzan o Gostypina, Sasuel -Prascuz, Letvel 3 Grode
oa, Leako z Czerwonsgo Bory, Danid Nencel z Rypina, Mosrek 1
Jackel Weingarten z Poleki, Sender = Berlina, Norye s Orecii,
Abrahes Dragon z Zeromina, Serge- Prancuz / blokAltester/, kbo
2 Grodaa, Becker Serek z Luny, Kuzyn ¢ Radomia, 1 in., kikxsp
Ktérych naswisk nie pamiqtam, - = - - - - - = < =~~~ _
Ja zasiorzan obecnts oa1afé w Zerosinis i rozpocsed prace w aya
zanodzie. Praypussceas, fe powréod takss & a6y brat 4 bedzisay
razes pracowaé. Spodziewas sie, 2e powolasy zostang do wojaki

£ prasjéotach w obozie jestes nermowo wyoserpany zupstais,cheq
konleoznie powrdois do noraalnego tyota, wyjéé 3 ataostery obo-
zoe) 1 zapouniel o tym wezystkis, co w Oéwigeisiu prsasxtem
prastye

Odozytano.~ Ne tym ozymnodé i protok6k niniejszy sakodczonos

Prokurator: Swiade) Sedzta:

/ Bdward Beohaleki/ . /Stlasa Dragon/ / aaa senn /

Protokszomals

/ Krystyna Seyssiska /
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ron naszego kreastorius nadoingnqly zaraz posi2ki S5, pare koa-
pasji obstaniZo caZy teren, sastrzelono okoZo 500 wigfniéw a rest
ta, ukeymazy siq, dolata uratowas tycie. Ja ukryles ele pod sa-
siea driews a Tauber w olagach komina kreaatorius nr.V. Wezyst-
kich, nas posostatych pray syotu, prreniesiono & sakwaterowano
w kresatorius nr.IIT. Utrsyoano nas prey tyoiu, ddye w tya oza
ste provadzons dochodzeaia dla wykryols cazef nasse] organizecii.
Ne uda2o aig to jednak aiso bardzo czeatych rewissi osobistyoh
4 na kwaterze, poniewat po upediu powstania wesystiie caterialy
@ awiuazoza granaty zakopaliéay i zaniechaliday akcii konspira-
oyinel. W kremstorius nr.III atestkatea do listopada 1944 7. Nas-
Sepnte prrentesiono cate Sonderkossando do obozu B IT d. Ja snade
aszen olg w bloku 13. 00 pafdzternika 1944,  wigo od czasu
opisanego pries anie powstanis, pracomates pray rosbifros kre-
satorién, w szczsgélnodol prey rozsontowaniu kresatorius nr.IVs
Zostazo ono spalons w ozaste powstants, tak 4e rosbisraliday
tylko aury, Czgéod telasne plectw tego krematoriun odtranspor-
towane zostaly do Oéwigoiata, gdzie lesq dotad na Bauhofis, To-
B4 wigéniowie z Sonderkoasanda zatrudnient byl w tya caays ca-
ste prey rosbidros krematoriéw nr.II 4 III. Kresatoria te za-
czto Tosblerad w listopadats 1944 I. 1 jak nas wéwiono, miaty
one byé praentesions do Oross Rosen. Cagéci zelasns plectw tych
kreantoriéw oras droei , urzadzenia wentylacyjne, Zamy, schody
i-4ne ozeol snajdujn sig doted na Bawhofis. - ~ - - - - - -
Zesnacza, te w bunkrach nr.l 4 nr.2. oraz w kresstoriach nr.Iv
47 byly zastosowane drzwi 1 Klapy okiemns tego saseso tyou.
572y one sporzadzone 2 grudego drzews, cigekie, felsowans 4 we
fugach wyZotons f1loes ussozelatajnoya. Drawi sasykao siq na
podwbine, duts, telasne Klaaki, kidre dla ussczelntenta pray~
kreealo aig rubasi. Drawi bunkréw nis ialy okienek wrierntko-
wyoh. Drawi prowadzace do koadr gasowyoh we wesystkich krematosia
riech /I1-IV / wyposatons byly w takie okienka, Kresatoria
ar. 1§ IIT nie siaty dremnianyoh okienntc, poniewas do ko
o6r gazomych tyoh krematoriéw wrsucano Cyclon otworasd snajdu-
da0yst aiq w powakach. Otwory te zatykane byly plytasi betono-
e T,
Praedktaden schesatycans szkice buskréw ar.l 1 2, oras krems
toriua ar.V. Kreaatorius r.IV bylo Leamtyasaa identyoznis sbu-
dovaze 4 uaytuowaze sysetryosate do kresatorius ar.V. Proazg o
=atqezente praediotonyeh szkicw do miniejszeso protokotu dia
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20 nas st w coay, fo wyglada lnosel, antiell swioki nietywyoh.
Pojesnodt bunkréw nr.1 1 ur.2, wynoaila okoto 4,000 ludsd.Bunker
2.2 poatedesé aés? Jodaooradais we wezystkich swoich kosorach
sonad 2 tyssace, a busker or.l snie] satselt 2 tyaiace. - - - =
¥ Toku 1943 prasaisetent sostalidey % obosu kobiscego do obosu
B II4. 1 ustessorent tas naipiers w bloku 13-tya, & nasteputs
= bloxu L1-tya. Jakod v Josient tego saseso roxu satrudaiono sais
ponownis x Sonderkoasando. ¥ praerwie migdzy pracy prsy bukrash
satrudatony bykes w AVoruchxosando. Pracovales pry kresatoriua
ar.V. a8 do saja 1944, satrudniaso aas tas prace w ogrédsach, prsy
rabantu drsewa, swogenia kokou, poniewat plsce kresstorius ar.V,
aie byty Jessoss wiwozas ozyans. Urachoaiono to krssatorius do-
Dloro w saju 1944, gdy nadohodsid sassqly tramsporty Zydén wesier-
skioh, Pracy w kresetorius Kieronal Noll, wykonaxce, jego Toskazén
byk Gorger kowsandofihrer, drugia komsandofuhreres by2 Eckhardt,
atrat pe2atli a.in.55-Nanss Kursschlus 4 Gutas. Kreastorius to by- .
20 tak saso sbulowane Sax 1 kresatorius IV. Oba te kresatorta aia-
27 90 obu stronach po § plece. Do kaxdego pieca wehodzidy 3 trupy.
Hosbieraluta & kosory do gazonania /bunkry/ snajdowaty aiq nad zie-
an. Seso gazomants odbywalo sig & v tyoh kresatoriach w taki sas
spoadd, fax 4 w bunkrach ax. 4 2. Ludsi dovosono db tych kresato-
Tabdridn ribn sutent a v ostataion ozasach, po urichoaisntu hoos
atoy kolejones do Brzasinks, pedzono ioh taxss 1 do kresatoriéw IV
57 5 raspy kolejows pleuso. Praybyli wohodaili do rosbieralal,
Gorger poogdzal on sbeige, Xébets to szyboies bo jedzents 1 kava
wyotygna. Ludeis sadali borisn wody. Gorger odponiadat 13, b woda
Jeot stana, pié fof nie wolao, seby pospieszyii aiq 1 gdy wyidn £
taind, dostany herbate, kiéra Jest dla aich praygotowana. dy fub
wonyasy snajdonalt sig w romdieralns, Noll stamal na 2awce 4 prie-
sawiat do sgrosadsonyoh. Wori2 ia, % prayssli do obom, w ktérya
sdrort péidn do pracy s chorzy 4 koviaty, posostany 5 Vlekach,
Vokasywal priytes na sabulowasia w Brissince 1 somit, de prasd pbi-
doten do oboru ausa aig wazyecy wykapad, bo Lnaste) ich wtadze o-
bozons taa nle wpusiozq. Gdy Jub meryacy Tossbrali si, prispedea-
50 1ob nago do kosory gazoms). Koadr tych by20 nafpierw 3,a w oo
tatnich czasech urzediono orwarta. Plerwsra stata pojemnofed 1500
06b, druga 800 osdd, trascia 600 oadh a czmarta 150 aadh. % ror-
bieralat praechodsili ludsie do oar wskia korytarzykios. ¥ ko
sorach byly naptsy * Zur Destatektlont. Gdy kosora byla Jus potna,
saaykazo dravi. Robild to strasaicy 55, a najorgéote) sam Noll.Nas-
tqpnte Mengele wydamal oska: Schelnsstsons, Kifry tak ak prey bum
krach az0a2 do ssacohodu s saakien crervonego kriyta, wyisowat puss
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Po ukodosenn gaorania, oteiero kosorq gasomn a rorkas You-
elogo. Prey wydobyeants sagusonanych 7 kosory, enselego Jus
aie byko, odjesdser on vowiss sares po sivierdienta, b ofiary
a4 Jub sagusomane 4 wpdanis sorkasn do stwarein dreed Kosory £
Som). Odfedsal tya susye autes sanitaraga. His widsiazen s
47, by Nanges badad ludsd Laneyoh do kosory sasoned, 1ub by og-
Loda 1ub badad SMROKL BREORARYGh. - - - = = o < = - - - - =
2 poosatien saia 1944 sacteto gasorsé 1 palid v Kessatorium 7.
transporty sydén weslorakion. Iatocs sagasovanyoh s Kilku plore-
s2yoh transportén apalono w yiscach krssatorius IV, poniemat @
178 otasle sepeute by2y Kontny w kresstortun Y-tya. dée wegieE-
skioh palono do koica @ dokach, wykopayoh w tya sela obok Y-
dynku Kreaatorsun oV, tykopano taa 3 deté 25 =. Ansgion, §
sgsrokich 1 oks2o 3 5. glqbokich. ¥ dotach spalans driemis oke
20 K000 cath. Pontowns Seduak transsortast madohadsizo wiges) £9-
déw wagterekion, wigo uruchostons ponowaie busker e-2 1 saa réne
nies gusomano 1 padono s, viala onih palons detemals v s7e
bunkres, nie vios, poniewas = tya coasie, giy peloso sam sydén
westozakicn, Sa sy bunkras nr.2. aie pracorsten. Saréens Son-
derkossando satruinions orsy Kresstortin tye, ek 1 Sandere
komsando Tracusnge priy buskess ax. 2. pracorato w dndeh seie-
nach dstones 4 nooned. Prace takn treata prse mieatno sai 3
crereise 1944, Ja ohlicias, opterajue siq o aych spostrante -
niach, 10 v Kreaatorita ar. ¥ spalone w tyon dnieh atesigench
aKot0'300 tyatgey syaéw egterskion. Tt tyoh praypeteass do
krosatortus Y-go piesso, xprost ¢ raapy wytademoses w Brsertace.
BrA1 wéréa nioh aqtozsind, kabiety 1 deiect résoego wink, Soy
SaKd Sragsport sadohadsit ma taren krssafordua, aas seaphae v
dru sadyeh pokotkach spacgadnia o ten sel preesmassonseh, G-
45130 o to, abpéay 5 udaad tymi nie rosaseielt 4 me nie sdradadls
1a, JakL Too 1oh Szeka, Zarsato viy Sednar, 16 po dretes Krof

+ transports zaskabz. Fod sskorts Si-Yaana musielsiey dontadé
taklogo ma toren kresstoriun, W takich oytussiach forssmiaitday
ateres # ntestonyst pries mas choryai. Vigkerodd 1 mioh a6 wiee
Griata, bo Ltsio oa dator,a giy séetisdey ia, to idn do Krede.
torius, nie wiersyls tems, reyponioas sobte, e v ok 1943 spac
2ono v Eresstoriach I1 -, 10.000 Lydée greckions Grerg te pa-
siqtas dlatoso, to konsandofiarer kresstortéw 11 1 T1X Koler gro-
212 1an prasdiadegicinn tyoh trasaportdn, sieio se dobre okssy
skofoeyty e 1us G1a nas, bo oadeSdais » alediustn orasts Sran-
aport = Grecgt, Losmey 70 tysiecy lutet. Mindz on do nas tak d1a-
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nist wywisté do Soty.
2 powodu prassskéd urzedomych fzestuchanie dniadka przerwanc
w dntu 11. saja 1945 ¥ o gods. 17-83. - = = = = - =

o odosytantu protokétu czyanoké zakodczono.- -

Setadees
istasa Dragon/
Procuretors Biegty: Sedeta:
Bivard Pechaleks/  /or.dan Zygsunt Rowl/  fian Seha/

P tokolant:
/ Krystyna Seysatoxa/

Data 17 maja 1945 r. w Ofslgeistu. Seiadek Szlam Dragon /snany
26 sprawy/ seznaje v dalszya otgg co nastepule:
Kosory kresatorium nr.5.usywase do gazowanis byly na okoZo 2 1
1/2 5. wysokie. ¥ kasdys razie wyolasniets do géry rek do su-
£4tu dostad nte sogtea, 04 gérne) czedel drwd do sufitu byYo
Jenzeze oko2o 70 ca. Dolny brzeg otwora okiensego, prae ktéry
waypywano do kosory zawartodé pussek Cykloms, mg dorosty aqi-
ceyena érednieso werostu wyolssniqta do gry rekq dosigsnnbe
Scheimaets uial jedaak specjalny drabing, na kt6re otawal,sdy
Cyklon do kosory wsypywal. Caynnofé tq wykonywali w réznych ok-
resach czasu takte inad Si-Mamni, ktérych naswisk jedaak nis
2naz. Nazwisko Sohsimsetza znas dlatego, poniewas by on poczqt-
kowo komamadotinreren naszego sonderkossands. Iaienia jego nis
2nas. Jest to mesosysna redaego werostu, nizezy ode ante, bloo-
dyn, sadeq te atal okoo 26 lat. Do obszugi preyjeomal zamaze
dztewcrta zo Stowas)i. Oey rozmswial 3 nist po stowasku, ory
to2 po niesiecku nis wies, Szefes kreastoribe IV 1 V oras bunk-
Ta nr.2, byZ Hauptocharfihrer oll. Byk to mtoryzna rednisgo
marostu, tesie) budowy ciaZa , blondyn, uozesany na priedsist.
Nia2 lews sztucane oko. Bedzg, 12 licey? on okoto 37 lat. Zona
1080 wTas = dwojgies dziect /eynek oko2o 10 lat, cérka srodsza
okozo 7 lat/ misszkaza w Oéwigcistu. Prey sazowanin ludzi msya-
towal najoseéote] lagerarst Mangele. Byk to setcryzas mojego
warostu, praypuszozan e siak okolo 40 1at, szatyn, Preyjesdsa
on stale autea sanitarays, ktérys preywotoro Csklon 4 saréwno

38 jak 11t wigfntonte satrudatent w Sonderkossando, widzie-
1tday, 2o w czasie gasowanta ludsi stal on pray drowisch prom
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